
A3436 BRODIE, Robert, Christian Education, Records 1949-2006

Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa

6 boxes

Collection background and overview

The collection contains material relating to Christian and Religious Education mainly in Kwazulu-Natal 

provided by Natal Training College and Natal College of Education. Records include: history of both 

colleges, study and subject guides, syllabuses for bible education and biblical studies for primary and 

secondary schools, work programmes for religious education, examination and matriculation papers in 

English and Afrikaans, memoranda and circulars, correspondence and publications.  

The collection was deposited at Historical Papers by Robert Brodie, one of the senior educators at the Natal 

College of Education.

Collection

A Natal Training College          1 file

A1 Historical overview of the College.

A2 College Magazine for 1971.

A3 Natal Training College Magazine for 1976.

A4 Reports on Students' Christian Associations activities, 1949 - 1982.

A5 Handbook of Information for Teacher's Third Class Certificate of Natal Training College.

B Natal College of Education      11 files

B1 History and courses offered by the College.

B2 Prospectus for 1985 & 1986 of the College of Education for Further Training in Pietermaritzburg.

B3 Support of The Natal Education Department for the religious and moral education in South African schools.

B4 Working guidelines for continuous assessment of Biblical Studies provided by Kwazulu-Natal Department of 

Education and Culture, 1996.

B5 National Learning Framework for the integrated South African education and training system, 1996. 

B6 Report of the Ministerial Committee on Religious Education, January 1999

B7 Proposal for incorporating Religious Education into Curriculum 2005 in the inter-disciplinary project of the 

Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies at the University of Zululand.

B8 Recommendations for Religious Education  in the Curriculum 2005 and proposal to accept the Christian 

Network on Religion in Education in Kwazulu-Natal, 1999.

B9 Natal College of Education Study Guides.

B9.1 Guide to Religious Education in the Junior Primary School, January 1976.

B9.2 Junior Primary Education 2 Study Guide No 5.

B9.3 Study Guide for Religious Education and Biblical Studies No 1

B9.4 Subject Guide for Religious Education in Secondary Schools, 1984.

B9.5 Study Guide for Biblical Studies 2, No 1.

B9.6 Study Guide No 2 for Biblical Studies 2.



B9.7 Study Guide 3 on Old and New Testaments for Biblical Studies 1.

B9.8 Study Guide 4 for Biblical Studies 1. 

B9.9 Study Guide No 4  for Biblical Studies 2.

B9.10 Study Guide 2 on New Testament Background Studies for Biblical Studies 1.

B9.11 Study Guide No 1.3 Module 1 on Religion and the Teacher for Professional Studies.

B9.12 Study Guide for the Second Year of the Diploma in Education, 1995.

B9.13 Study Guide for Further Diploma in Education with the subject of Communication Studies in Educational 

Administration and Management.

B9.14 Study Guide No 1 for History 2 for College of Education for Further Training.

B9.15 Study Guide No 2 for History 2 at the College of Education for Further Training.

B9.16 Study Guide No 3 for Biblical Studies 2 on Old Testament.

B10 Natal College of Education Synopsis, 1986.

B11 Model Syllabuses and Faith Communities' Working Group Reports on Religious Education, 1994.

B12 Discussion Document on the National Curriculum Framework for grades 1-9 , March 1997.

B13 Syllabuses for Religious and Bible Education prepared and published by the Natal Education Department for 

Primary and Secondary Schools.

B13.1 Syllabus for Religious Education for Standards 1-10 published by Natal Education in 1951.

B13.2 Syllabus for Bible Education BIB 1-4.

B13.3 Syllabus for Religious Instruction in the Primary School.

B13.4 Biblical Studies Syllabus for the Primary School Course for the 3 years degree level.

B13.5 Syllabus for Bible Education for class i.

B13.6 Syllabus for Bible Education class ii, January 1989.

B13.7 Syllabus for Religious Education Standards  2 - 5, October 1997.

B13.8 Syllabus for Bible Education Standard 2.

B13.9 Religious and Bible Education Syllabus for Primary School pupils of Standard 3.

B13.10 Syllabus for Bible Education for Standard 4.

B13.11 Syllabus for Standard 5 for Bible Education.

B13.12 Aim and Syllabus for Religious Education in High Schools.

B13.13 Syllabus for major course in Biblical Studies for the secondary School Diploma.

B13.14 Syllabus for Bible Education in Standards 6 & 7, January 1989.

B13.15 Work Programme and Religious Education Syllabus for Standard 6.

B13.16 Work Programme and Syllabus for Religious Education Biblical Studies for Standard 7.

B13.17 Co-ordinated Syllabus for Biblical Studies for Standard 8, 9 & 10 for Lower, Standard and Higher Grades.

B13.18 Work Programme for Religious Education and Syllabus for Bible Education for Standard 8.

B13.19 Core Syllabus for English First Language Higher Grade for Standards 8, 9 & 10.

B13.20 Syllabus for Bible Education for Standard 9, January 1992.

B13.21 Syllabus for Biblical Studies for Standards 9 & 10.

B13.22 Work programme for Religious Education for Standard 10.

B13.23 Subject Guide for Biblical Studies for Lower, Standard and Higher Grades for Standard 10.

B13.24 Syllabus for Bible Education for Standard 10, 1992.

B13.25 Syllabus content in the Syllabus for Bible Education  of Standard 8 on the topic of Family Education.

B13.26 Life themes in the Syllabus of the Family Life Education for Standard 10.

B13.27 Syllabus and guidance into teaching about the Ten Commandments.

B13.28 Outline of lessons in teaching on the Creed.

B13.29 Syllabus of the topic on death, dying, bereavement and grief as life experiences.

B13.30 Syllabus of teaching the topics on life experiences like: self identity, integrity, courage.

B13.31 Biblical Studies Syllabus for The Secondary School Diploma.

B13.32 Syllabus for first year Biblical Studies in Training Colleges.

B14 Course outlines for Biblical Studies at the Edgewood College of Education.   1 file



B14.1 General Outcomes for the moral and religious education.

B14.2 Course outlines for Biblical Studies for Bachelor of Primary Studies, 1992 - 1994.

B14.3 Scope of the Biblical Studies Course for the first year of studying, 1991 - 1992.

B14.4 Course outlines for Biblical Studies for the second year of studying.

B14.5 Outlines of the course for Biblical Studies for the Third Year Major. 

B14.6 Course outlines for the fourth year of studies of Biblical Studies.

B15 Syllabuses for the Primary and Secondary Education for Bible Studies in Afrikaans.   2 files

B15.1 Syllabus for Bible Education for class i, January 1989.

B15.2 Syllabus for Bible Education for Standard 1.

B15.3 Bible Education Syllabus for Standard 2.

B15.4 Syllabus for Standard 3.

B15.5 Syllabus for Standard 4.

B15.6 Programme in Religious Studies for the Secondary School.

B15.7 Syllabus for lower, standard and higher grades of Standards 8 -10 of Bible Education.

B16 Transvaal Education Department Syllabuses for Religious Instructions in Biblical Studies for Primary and 

Secondary Education.   1 file

B16.1 Lectures of the Orientation Course in the Biblical Studies for Standards 8 - 10 offered by the Transvaal 

Education Department , 29 July - 1 August 1974.

B16.2 Guideline Document for Bible Education for Class 1 - Standard 10.

B16.3 Syllabus for Religious Instruction for Grade 1 - Standard 4, 1966.

B16.4 Syllabus for Religious Instruction for Standard 5 - 7, 1965.

B17 Manual of religious Instruction for the Guidance of Students at the Johannesburg College of Education, 

January 1977.  1 document

B18 Study Guide for religious Studies and Life Skills published by the South African College for Open Learning 

(SACOL) in Pietermaritzburg, 1995.   1 document

B19 Study Guide for Certificate in Religious Education offered by the Umlazi College for Further Education. 1 

document

B20 Work Programme for the Religious Education in Promat College.  1 file

B21 Proposed Syllabus for Cultural and Religious Studies of Springfield College of Education.

B22 Guidance and materials for Religious and Moral Education in Namibian Schools, 1992.

B23 Curriculum for Religious and Moral Education in Zimbabwean Schools.

C Tutorial Letters and Information Bulletins for Biblical Studies, 1984 - 1985.

C1 Tutorial Letters for Biblical Studies II, 1984 (English and Afrikaans).

C2 Information Bulletins and Tutorial Letters for Biblical Studies 1, 1984 - 1985.

D Biblical Studies Newsletter, 1996 - 1997.       1 file

D1 Religious Education Newsletter, January 1996.

D2 Biblical Studies Newsletter, January 1997.

D3 Biblical Studies Newsletter, January 1998.

D4 Information Leaflet for Biblical Studies as a fully-accredited subject for the Senior Certificate, 1 October 

1998.

E Documents relating to working guidelines towards Religious Education and Biblical Studies in Secondary 

Schools, 1996 - 1999.   1 file



F Core Syllabus for Islamic Studies for Grades 1 to 7, January 1996.

G Matriculation Examination Papers for Bible Studies, 1973 - 1998.    1 file

G1 Senior Certificate Examination Papers for Standard and Higher Grades of Biblical Studies, 1973 - 1977.

G2 Senior Certificate Examination Papers for Standard and Higher Grades of Biblical Studies, 1982.

G3 Biblical Studies Examination Papers for Higher Grade, 1996. 

G4 Senior Certificate Examination Papers for Standard Grade of Biblical Studies, 1997-1998.

G5 Examination Papers for Biblical Studies at the Diploma, Higher and Further Diploma levels, January 1995 & 

January 1999. 

H Minutes of the meetings of the Religious Education and Biblical Studies Committee, 1970 - 1998.       1 file

H1 Minutes of the meetings for 1970-1971.

H2 Minutes of the meeting of the Research Committee into Religious Education, October 1983.

H3 Minutes of the meeting of the Bible Education Committee, 9 March 1987.

H4 Minutes of a networking meeting on the future of Religious Education and Biblical Studies, 22 April 1994.

H5 Minutes of the meetings of the Biblical Studies Committee, 1998.

H6 Minutes of meetings of the South African Institute of Afrikaans Culture, 1946-1948.

I Reports on Religious Education, 1983-1998.    1 file

I1 Remarks and suggestions on the Religious Education Seminar, 1974. 

I2 Reports on Religious Education for 1983.

I3 Religious Education Subject Committee Meetings Reports for 1984.

I4 Report on Bible Education, Biblical Studies and Hebrew, 1985.

I5 Report of Curriculum Committee of Bible Education, 1987.

I6 Report on Biblical Studies Support Programme Conference, 13 October 1998.

J Summary of the Education Symposium on Religious Education, 1991 - 1992.

J1 Summary of the Education Symposium on the status of Christianity in a future education system, 3 August 

1991.

J2 Summary of Natal Teachers' Society Symposium on the future of Religious and Moral Education in South 

African Schools, 21 November 1992.

K Memoranda and Circulars relating to the Syllabus and teaching methodology in Religious Education issued 

to the teachers, principals of High schools and Rectors of Colleges by the Education Department, 1964 - 

1998.      2 files

K1 Memorandum on Religious Education addressed to the director of Natal Education from representatives of 

churches in the province, 1964.

K2 Memoranda relating to the new syllabus and religious instructions in Primary Schools, 1969.

K3 Memoranda containing comments on a new syllabus for religious instruction in Primary Schools in Natal 

Province, 1970. 

K4 Circular of the Natal Education Department addressed to principals of secondary, government-aided and 

private schools discussing revised syllabus for Religious Education, January 1972.



K5 Memorandum on Religious Studies Programme for Jewish children in Provincial Schools, 29 May 1975.

K6 Circular of the Natal Education Department addressed to Rectors of Colleges of Education and Principals of 

Government Schools on teaching of Religious Education, 1977.

K7 Memoranda and Circulars issued to teachers, principals of high schools and rectors of colleges relating to 

the Curriculum, examinations, and Bible Education, 1981-1993.

K8 Memoranda and Submissions to the Natal Education Department on religious and moral education in 

Model C Schools, 1992.

K9 Proposals put forward by the Independent Forum for Religion in Public Education.

L Speeches, Addresses and Statements on Christian National Education, 1999.  1 file

M Papers on Religious Education in South Africa.  1 file 

N Correspondence, 1970 - 2006.   1 file

Topics discussed cover: religious education in primary and secondary schools, Biblical Studies, restructuring 

of education.

O Publications

O1 Christian Education Movement of Southern Africa publications.    6 files

O1.1 Journal published by the Christian Education Movement entitled:" Christian Education", 1942-1995.

O1.1.1 "Christian Education" issues, 1942-1950. 

O1.1.2 Issues of "Christian Education", 1957-1960.

O1.1.3 Issues of the journal, 1961-1970.

O1.1.4 Issues for the period of 1971-1980.

O1.1.5 "Christian Education" issues, 1981-1985. 

O1.1.6 Issues of "Christian Education", 1986-1995.

O1.2 Christian Education Movement publication entitled:" Steps to better understanding".

O1.2.1 Material for the theme 'Friends and Neighbours' to be used at schools.

O1.2.2 Lessons to be used at schools on Kings and Kingdom.

O1.2.3 Theme:" Background to the New Testament" to be used for teaching at schools.

O1.2.4 Topic to be used at schools entitled:" The Miracles of Jesus".

O1.2.5 Theme:" Passion Week"  and the Jewish Trial of Jesus to be used for teaching at schools.

O1.2.6 Lessons containing material relating to the background to the New Testament and Judaism.

O1.2.7 An approach to the teaching of Parables in the classroom.

O2 Articles relating to the religious education.

O3 The Magazine 'Neon' published by the Natal Education Department, issues of 1975, 1979, 1983, 1993.  1 file

O4 Scrapbook containing newspaper clippings relating to religious education and events in various South 

African churches, 1960-1970.

O5 Natal Witness' Supplements relating to the activities of The Natal Provincial Administration, May 1973. 


