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Research papers on housing and related matters in the Johannesburg area
(Photocopies) 22 boxes 1906-1999

Al Housing in Urban Areas 1 box 1915-1950s
A1.1 Miscellaneous documents including ; Minutes of special committee appointed to deal with the 

housing of natives (1916) ; Report of joint committee on native liquor and housing 1915. Report 
of delegation re native housing (1919); Evidence given by Dr Porter before Housing Commission, 
(1919) Submissions to Native Economic Commission (1931) ; evidence and submissions to the 
Commission of Enquiry into laws affecting natives in urban areas, (1940s) memorandum on 
representation of non-Europeans in the City Council (1946)

A1.2 Documents and correspondence on Native Housing
A1.3 Articles and press cuttings on `Native Housing' (1950s)

A2 Natives (Urban Areas) Act 2 files 1920s
Miscellaneous documents relating to segregation of `natives' in urban areas in Johannesburg, 
delimitation of areas, application for exemption of natives from provisions of the Act.

A3 Native Affairs (General) 1f 1928-1955
A3.1 Minutes of Conferences of Native Affairs Officials 1924 -1927
A3.2 Minutes of Conference on Urban Native Affairs August 1933
A3.3 Reports of National European-Bantu Conferences 1929-1933; articles on the `native question' in 

South Africa 1928-1938, articles on Minimum Wage Bill and native labour; articles on nutrition in 
SA.

A3.4 Documents on liquor 1f 1922-1937

A4 Asians / Indians 2f
A4.1 Documents on Asian Land Tenure Act if 1933-1938
A4.2 Documents on Indian immigration and accommodation 1f 1920s

A5 Coloured Housing 3f 1929-1942
Housing schemes for Coloureds, including Coronationville

B Compounds, Hostels, Locations
B1 Malay Location, Vrededorp 3 files 1906-1939

Documents and press cuttings
B2 Klipspruit location 1f 1910-1921

Press cuttings and articles
B3 Jubilee and Salisbury Compound 1f 1919-1944

Documents and press cuttings
B4 Wolhuter Native Men's Hostel 1f 1930-1932

Documents
B5 Compounds and locations 1f 1915-1928

Includes Smit St, Wemmer and Sivewright Ave Compounds
B6 Hostels and Compounds 1f 1912-1940

Press Cuttings
B7 Locations and hostels if 1919-1925



Misc. documents

C Townships
C1 Sophiatown and Western Areas 1950s 5 f
C1.1 Miscellaneous papers including minutes of meetings of the Non-European Affairs Committee, 

reports of the City Engineer's department, records of the `African anti-expropriation ratepayers' 
association'; reports of General Purposes Committee etc 2 files

C1.2 Miscellaneous papers including protest letters, demographic information on Sophiatown, SAIRR 
Conference papers on the Western Areas removal scheme and other memoranda by SAIRR, 
statements by residents etc. 1f

C1.3 Articles on the Western Areas 1f
C1.4 Press cuttings on the Western Areas 1f

C2 Alexandra Township
C2.1 Miscellaneous documents including report of an enquiry into complaints by residents (1921) 

proposals for the removal of the township 1943; minutes of Native Affairs Committee; reports 
relating to Public Health matters 1f 1921-1955

C2.2 Press cuttings on Alexandra Township if 1935-1939
C2.3 `Determining our own development – a community-based socio-economic profile of Alexandra' 

CASE, July 1998

C3 Newclare Township 1f 1908-1918
Miscellaneous correspondence and documents

C4 Western Native Township 1f Undated
Report of complaints by residents in the Western Native Township

C5 Vrededorp and Pageview 1f 1937-1942
Miscellaneous documents on housing and redevelopments schemes

C6 Meadowlands if 1933-1942
Miscellaneous documents mainly about property and purchase

C7 Orlando 1f 1935-1940
Records of proceedings of a conference on welfare work in Orlando, June 1939 and other 
documents

C8 Soweto 3f 1969-1997
C8.1 General information on Soweto including `SOWETO: a city within a city' (JHB City Council 1968); 

SOWETO – a study by the Urban foundation 1980. Also `The Soweto I love' – poems by Sipho 
Sepamla.

C8.2 The naming of Soweto if 1944-1961
Documents about the naming of Soweto and other townships within Soweto.

C8.3 Soweto in transition project 1f 1997
Project undertaken by the Sociology Department at Wits

C9 Kliptown 1f 1984
`The Development and contemporary conditions of Kliptown Slum, Johannesburg'. By PP Tuswa 
Honours Thesis, Wits University 1984

C10 Bertrams 1f Undated
Incomplete thesis with photographs of Bertrams

C11 Eastern Native Township 1f 1920s and 1930s
Reports on the future planning of Eastern Native Township and other documents

C12 Ferreirastown 1f 1920s-1930s



Correspondence re sale of stands 1938 and police report on the state of Ferreirastown 1928. 
Photographs

C13 Dube Village 1f 1948-1953
Reports from Non-European Affairs department

C14 Doornkop 1f 1948
Correspondence re proposed purchase of land for freehold tenure by blacks (3 items)

C15 Diepsloot (Informal Settlement) 2f 1999
Documents relating to the proposed development of Diepsloot West ext 4 (environmental 
report, report on economic development, planning and urbanisation committee etc

D Special Topics
D1 Public Health 1914-1924 3f
D1.1 Documents including minutes of Public Health Consultative Committee Statements and 

correspondence on the Public Health Bill, records of conferences and councils on public health 2 f

D1.2 Correspondence re health in military camps 1914-1918

D2 Influenza epidemic 1919-1920 1 f
Correspondence and other documents

D3 Plague outbreaks 1915-1942 3 f
D3.1 1915-1917 General correspondence, equipment, staff, regulations, bulletins, circulars 1f

D3.2 1924-1926 Correspondence , circulars 1f
D3.3 1939-1942 Correspondence surveys 1f

D4 Slums and slum clearance 4 f
D4.1 Slums (mainly press cuttings) 1f 1930s
D4.2 Slums Act – slums clearance. Misc docs 1920s-1930s 3f

D5 Group Areas
D5.1 Court judgements – cases dealing with the Group Areas Act 1f 1950-1960
D5.2 General articles and information on Group Areas 1f 1950s-

D6 Labour
D6.1 Native Labour Returns 2f 1914-1917

Statistics re labour in urban areas
D6.2 Black labour (general) 1f

Notes of evidence given to the Native Economic Commission by Major HS Cooke, Director of 
Native Affairs (1933?) and other documents on labour

D7 Race Relations 1f 1920s
Articles on `Native Policy', segregation, European and coloured races etc.

D8 Crime 1f 1923-1940
Memorandum signed by AB Xuma, JM Gubula and R Selope Thema on the
causes of crime on the Witwatersrand; police account of a Native Congress
meeting in Newclare (1923) when the prophetess Joesphina from Zululand
spoke in a threatening manner about white people; `Problems of Urban Bantu Youth' by Ellen 
Hellman (p/c) (SAIRR, 1940)



E Commissions 2f 1930-1937
El Report of Commission of Enquiry regarding the Cape Coloured Population

(1937)
E2 Commission of Enquiry concerning transactions of the Johannesburg City

Council 1930 (re irregularities)

F Parnell, S 1 box
Articles and theses by S Parnell. (also cv)

F1 `Council housing provision for whites in Johannesburg 1920-1955' S Parnell
M.Sc Dissertation Wits, 1987

F2 `Urban Governance, Partnership and Poverty ` by Dr Jo Beall, Dr Owen
Crankshaw and Prof Sue Parnell University of Birmingham undated? 1 vol

F3 `Providing affordable basic services: tariff modelling and targeting subsidies;
towards an indigence policy for local government ` By S Parnell and others
1998

F4 `Public housing as a device for white residential segregation in Johannesburg
1934-1953' S Parnell, undated

F5 `Race, class, gender and home ownership subsidies in contemporary South
Africa', By S Parnell. Undated

F6 Creating racial privilege: South African Public Health and town planning
legislation 1910-1919' S Parnell Undated

F7 `Slums. Segregation and poor whites in Johannesburg, 1920-1934' S Parnell, Undated
F8 `Land Acquisition and the changing residential face of Johannesburg, 1930-

1955.' S Parnell, 1988
F9 `Racial segregation and the local state: the Malay location, Johannesburg

1900-1925' S Parnell. Undated
F10 `The ideology of African home-ownership: the establishment of Dube,

Soweto, 1946-1955' S Parnell, Undated
F11 `Race and slum management in Johannesburg' S Parnell, PhD Proposal 1991
F12 `Land and housing under the new housing dispensation' . Paul Hendler and

Sue Parnell, Undated
F13 'Recommodification and working class home ownership: new directions for

South Afrucan Cities?' Alan Mabin and Sue Parnell 1983
F14 `Shaping a racially divided society: state housing policy in South Africa 1920-1950 ` S Parnell 1989

F15 `Negotiating segregation: preparliamentary debate over the Natives (Urban
Areas) Act of 1923' S Parnell 1998

F16 `Self-help housing as a flexible instrument of state control in 20th century
South Africa' S Parnell and Deborah Hart 1999
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