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"Wherefore have we fasted, and Thou seest not? therefore 

have we afflicted our soul, and Thou takest no knowledge?
Behold, ye fast for strife and contention, and to smite with 
the fist of wickedness; ye fast not this day so as to make 
your voice to be heard on high. Is  such the fast that 1 have 

chosen? The day for a man to afflict his soul? Is  it  to 
bow down his head as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and 
ashes under him? Wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable 

day to the Lord? Is  not this the fast that I  have chosen?
To loose the fetters of wickedness, to undo the bands of the 
yoke and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every 

yoke? Is  it  not to deal thy bread to the hungry, ^and that 

thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house.'' /hen 
thou seest the naked, that thou cover him, and that thou hide 
not thyself from thine own flesh? Then shall thy light break 

forth as the morning, and thy healing shall spring forth 
speedily; and thy righteousness shall go before thee, the 
glory of the Lord shall be thy rear-guard. " (Isaiah Ch<,58 v .3  - o )

These verses taken from the 5^th chapter of Isaiah have been 

rightly chosen by tradition to be included as the prophetic portion 
following the reading of the Torah on Yom Kippur morning. They give a 
clear definition as to the meaning of the Bay of Atonement and the meaning 
of the fast. To the question "Wherefore have we fasted, and Thou seest 
not? Wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and Thou takest no knowledge? 

a categoric answer is given. "Behold, ye fast for strife and contention

and to smite with the fist of wickedness.......... . "  The prophet Isaiah,
however, goes much further and declares in positive terms the meaning 01 
the fast as the most important day in the Jewish calender, namely, 'To 
loose the fetters of wickedness, to undo the bands of the y o k e ... .t o  deal
thy bread to the hungry.............When thou seest the naked, that thou cover

him, and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesho"

It  is when I  think of this passage, read on the occasion of 

Yom Kippur, that I  am reminded forcibly of our Native problem in South 

Africa. Of late this question has assumed such urgency as to bring 
leading correspondents from all over the world to report on South Africa. 
Many of these have sent back sensational and exaggerated reports about 
the Native problem in this country, some of which, particularly in the 

American press, have been notorious for their destructive criticism. 
Likewise, politicians inside and outside South Africa have grappled ’with 

the problem in various ways. Whilst some of these men have been honest 
in their interest and in their suggestions, others, I  cannot help but feel, 
have chosen this field  in order to seek to embarrass the present Government, 

or to make capital out of this vexed problem for their own ends,

I  am a Rabbi and not a politician. Nor am I  partisan in my 

outlook. As a matter of fact, I  object strongly to the clergy taking 
part in party politics. Therefore I approach the Native problem on moral 
grounds/ I  see in the plight of the millions of Africans in South Africa 
a religious significance in the spirit of the Bible, which is our mandate.
I am, and I feel that we all should be, gravely concerned with the 
injustice vis-a-vis the dispossessed and disinherited Africans, who form 

the bulk of our population and our working classes. It  is a disaster 

that for many of them there is a lack of even a minimum standard o.f 
decencyo But moral grounds apart, the plight of the Native interests me
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from a realistic standpoint too. Any injustice against the Native 

population builds up in them an aggressive African nationalism and, what 
is still worse, a type of "FrontPopulaire" - a union of disgruntled 

native, coloured and Indian communities. Injustice against the Native 
population helps to intensify bad race relations and gives South Africa 
a bad name overseas and endangers the peace in this country„

However, my interest is for the welfare and wellbeing of 
South Africa as a whole. Therefore, I am against any form of extremism, 
both amongst the Europeans and the Natives. For this reason I object to 

those Native leaaers who make preposterous claims and impossible demands. 
They know well that in the present state of development of the country 

ana of their own people, these are impossible of realization and can only 
lead to further frustration and disillusionment for their people.

But, unfortunately, the continuous indifference of the iL'uropean 
and his irresponsibility towards the injustice and constant pinpricking 
of the coloured races, bolsters up this extremism amongst the Natives.° 
Our sages were right when they declared "Averah Goreret Averah" - one 

sin draws another sin in its train. Let us consider Johannesburg, the 
metropolis of this sub-continent, in order to bring home our own 

responsibility for the grave situation which has arisen and where it is 
within our reach to make amends and to obviate a catastrophe. Coming 

into contact with the Native population as I do in the course of my social 
welfare work, 1 cannot help but detect in them a sense of frustration.
Many of them look into the future without hope. The locations 

inhabited by them are a vale of tears. For example, there are 15,000 

Natives in Johannesburg who have no housing whatsoever. Yet we are bent 
upon removing the so-called "black spots" Tn the Western area of 

Johannesburg, those locations where our Native population has lived for 
almost half a century. Those who do live in the houses (and this word 
is a misnomer, for they are really hovels), live under the worst slum 

conditions0 Ten members of the same family, often of all ages and both 
sexes, live in one badly ventilated room with no privacy. Most of them

t0 ?Wn t?e h0Uses they live in > as cannot obtain any
freehold rights. In a location such as Orlando, where 60,000 live.
there is only one house which has electricity. The result of such

housing conditions, malnutrition and the general social and economic
disabilities under which they live, is that many of our Natives in

“ rg suffeJ from tuberculosis. The City Health Department in

^  lnC+ 400 tubercular °ases amongst 100,000 Natives
‘Jeaths out of 100,000 for all forns of tuberculosis. These 

notifications do not, however, represent the total incidence of the

AO% of Rnhinith8 eduoati°n , the facts are equally sordid. Only
40/. of school-age children attend any type of school (most of them run bv
the various Church missions). Of those fortunate 40fo children many

come to school without food0 Many of them only have one meal in Z
evening, after their mother returns from a hard day‘ s work usuallv from
a European neighbourhood. The same applies to o lo t h in "  Z  rf

i n a d e ^ t  1 populatlon cann°t resist the winter cold because of
inadequate clothing. A similar grave situation obtains in regard to 

the rising cost-of-living, which affects even their staple ? o o d f  since 
most of them are inadequately paid. ’ nce

A11 thls. leads to orime, to the so-called Tsotsis - youngsters 
who have grown up in the gutter, who have got out of hand and fre

continuously m  jail . These Tsotsis terrorize all the locations around 
Johannesburg. Most Natives are afraid to leave their homes at n i l  

because the Tsotsis might slash their throats. But, when the Natftes 

irn s®lf  defence, decided to create their own civic guard known as ’ 

l i t h o ^ i r 3 ’ they.lost their influence and usefulness because theirJulcTai^SiLT0*" " "  “dSd’ eith9r the 501108 or
I do not want to give the impression that nothing positive

civi^authoritiesS ^  ^  foi< Population. \ Z l e  lie
vie authorities, religious organizations and numerous men and women

of goodwill who try within their economic limitations to c h a ^e  Ze

position. / . . .



Thus, "the Dutch Reformed Churches of South Africa, spend annually 
£450,000 on Native education and weHare as part of their missionary 

workc This is larger than the total amount spent by other church 
bodieso Similarly, the Catholics, Anglicans and Non-Conformist 
churches have established magnificent hospitals, maternity homes and 

schools for the Non-European section of our community. In the last 
few years, the Sisterhood of the United Jewish Reform Congregation has 
also entered the field of Native work and has already expended over a 
period of eight years almost £10,000 on its Native work, particularly 
in Alexandra Township, where it  has built a primary school attended by 
250 children. Recently the Sisterhood has adopted a Native High School 

at Pimville. But I have purposely shown the negative side of the 
picture, because I  feel that unless a radical change occurs and unless 
we obtain for our Native population freedom from fear and want, there can 

be no peace in our land.

Only a few months ago South Africa celebrated the Van Riebeeck 

Festival of the 300th anniversary of European settlement in this country. 
The Festival indicated the triumph of civilization and indeed, when one 
goes throughout the length and breadth of this country, one realizes that 
a great deal has been achieved. One observes that the white man grafted 

on to a sprawling and underpopulated pastural country a thriving indus
trial and cutural civilization. But, unfortunately, simultaneously with 
these festivities there began a passive resistance struggle oy the leaders 

of the African population for the throwing off of what they consider the 

"yoke" of white civilization.

If  we want peace in this country, we must rectify the position. 

We must help to restore the confidence in our African neighbours in "the 
white man’ s burden". We must eliminate the unjust causes of their 

unrest. -We can achieve this i f  we will provide adequate housing for 
all Africans wherever they may be and i f  we encourage freehold ownership, 

which will lead to pride of possession, one of the most stabilizing 
factors in the life  of a community0 We must begin to realize that 
the hundreds of thousandgof Natives living around our cities are not 

migrants, a transient element, but a permanent part of our urban 

population and oivilization0

To further peace we must also try and give the rudiments of 

education to all Native children. We must have school feeding, not 
only in the primary schools, but also in the secondary schools.

In the interest of South Africa and in our own interest, we 

must cure the disease—ridden population of South Africa and prevent its 
increase. Above all, we must give the Africans a minimum living wage, 

which will introduce into their lives a standard of decency and security. 

The African is grateful for the work that Europeans have done for him 

in the past, but'they consider that the time has arrived when they must 

work with the Europeans for the wellbeing of all sections of the 

population.

Only then will there be hope and peace in this great country 

with its complex problems flowing out of a multi-racial society. Only 

then will our prayers be truly answered.

------ 0O0------
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