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R E P O R T  OF FR_. G E R A R D  H E I M E R I C K X  O.M.I. ON A V I S I T  T O  S W A P O  C A M P S
IN A N G O L A  r

F r o m  20 J u l y  to 21 A u g u s t  1 ‘j  a  7 I was in A n g o l a  to v i s i t  the 
S w a p o  c a m p s  of the P r o v i n c e  Q u a n z a - S u l . T h e r e  w e r e  two of us: the 
Any Iican O v a m b o p r i e s t  H a i k a l i  and myself. For the w h o l e  d u r a t i o n  
of our v i sit in A n g ola, S w a p o  had put a L a n d c r u i s e r  Stationwagcjon 
w i t h  d r i v e r  at our d i s p o s a l ,  and they a l s o  pa i d  all our costs. 
W i t n o u t  this help, in p a r t i c u l a r  the ve h i c l e ,  our trip w o u l d  have 
b e e n  useless.

On a c c o u n t  of the d a n g e r  of U N I T A  a t t a c k s  we had, from 
Lu a n d a  o n w a r d s ,  to travel J O Okm in m i l i t a r y  c o n v o y  ovur a very 
bad anu w o r n - o u t  ma i n  road and it is o n l y  in the e v e n i n g  at 'j 
p.m. that we a r r i v e d  at the c e n tral camp. In O u a n z a - S u l  45000 N a 
m i b i a n s  live in ly c e n t r e s  w i t h i n  a area of a b o u t  5u kin diame t e r .  
The area used to be a rich c o f f e e - g r o w i n g  area. One k e e p s  d r i v i n g  
t h r ough large p l a n t a t i o n s :  m o s t l y  oil palms, and b e l o w  them 
c o f f e e  shrub:.. U e f o t e  1975 it was one of the mo s t  p r o s p e r o u s  
r e g i o n s  of Angola, but the rich left tne c o u n t r y  in a tiurry and 
now tnere are o n l y  v e r y  few local A n g o l a n s  living here. Most 
ho u s e s  are e m p t y  and the p l a n t a t i o n s  a p p e a r  very n e g l e c t e d .

The N a m i b i a n s  ha v e  s t r i c t  i n s t r u c t i o n  not to t ouch trees or 
shrubs. That is a m a t t e r  for the A n g o l a n s .  O n c e  in a w n i l e  one 
do e s  me e t  p e o p l e  d o i n g  this work.

Our c a m p s  ure s i t u a t e d  in the m i d s t  of all this. T h e y  are 
not fenced in and vary in size. Some are as far as 30 km from the 
centre. T h e  l o g i s t i c s  must f u n c t i o n  p r o p e r l y :  in our c o n v o y  we 
had t r a n s p o r t e d  20 tons of fish and meat, anu us we travelled 
around, these w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  very r a p i d l y  to the m o s t  d i s t a n t  
c or n e r s .  Indeed, e v e r y w h e r e  one c o u l d  smell the smell oi. ro a s t i n g  
m e a t  and tne a r o m a  of fish dr y i n g  in the sun.

Each one of the 19 c e n t r e s  has its own c l i nic, a t t a c h e d  to 
two h o s p i t a l s  and one large m a t e r n i t y .  Namiuiari m e d i c a l  doctors, 
trained in F i n l a n d  and E a s t e r n  Europe, are w o r k i n g  in these, as 
well as tor the m o m e n t  three F i n n i s h  D o ctors.

S e v eral c a m p s  h a v e  their own e l e c t r i c i t y  g e n e r a t i n g  unit.
The red c l a y  soil c r e a t e s  s e r i o u s  t r a n s p o r t  p r o b l e m s  during 

the r ainy season. E v e n  at the end of the dry season, the roads 
w e r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  u n p a s s a b l e .  T h e  d u s t  c o l o r s  the p a lms and 
c o t Le e - b u s h e s  a l o n g  the road in a da r k  red hue.

In all the c a m p s  p e o p l e  are b u s y  m a k i n g  c l a y  b r i c k s  Cor 
b u i l d i n g  houses. W h o e v e r  b u i l d s  a h o u s e  r e c e i v e s  the roofing 
material g r a t i s :  r a f t e r  m a t e r i a l  and c o r r u g a t e d  iron sheets. I 
have the i m p r e s s i o n  that Jioon e n o u g h  one wi 11 no longer come 
a c r o s s  tents or p r i m i t i v e  g r a s s  huts. E v e r y w n u r e  the N a m i b i a n s  
g i v e  a n ■i m p r e s s i o n  of h e a l t h  and fitness. In three c e n t r e s  tnat 

*’ we visited, large farms have b e e n  set up, and they p r o d u c e  most
V* of the food for all the 45000, in p a r t i c u l a r  maize, s o r g h u m  and 

v e g e t a b l e s .  All the rest must c o m e  f r o m  Luan d a .  In this sense, 
A n g o l a  is in a b e t t e r  s i t u a t i o n  than Zambia: A n g o l a  licts seaports, 
w h i c h  Za m b i a  lacks.

In some c e n t r e s  the w a t e r  s u p p l y  is still a p r oblem. In the 
b e g i n n i n g ,  w a t e r  was s u p p l i e d  by m e a n s  of large tanker trucks, 
and this is still the c a s e  in some places. But e v e n  w h e r e  there 
are b o r e h o l e s  and pumps, w a t e r  is still scarce, h o w e v e r  all these



i m p r o v e m e n t s  are d e p e n d e n t  on the h u m a n i t a r i a n  h e l p  thU't S wapo 
r e c e i v e s ,  and I w o u l d ' b e  h a ppy if 1 c o u l d  find some o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
that w o u l d  be a b l e  and r eady to help.

D u r i n g  trie time we w e r e  there, I was a b l e  to c e l e b r a t e  the 
E u c h a r i s t  in 12 of the c a m p s  and the p e o p l e  w e r e  a b s o l u t e l y  free 
to leave their w o r k  for this purpose. T h e i r  p r a y i n g  and singing 
i n d i c a t e d  that they do it r e g u l a r l y  al s o  aiuong t h e m s e l v e s ,  i.e. 
that they ha v e  S u n d a y  s e r v i c e s  w i t h o u t  the p r e s e n c e  of a priest! 
So m e  hud b r o u g h t  a l o n g  a p r a y e r b o o k  or a Bible.

In a d d i t i o n  to the c a m p s  in Q u a n z a — S u l , there are m a n y  other 
S w a p o  c e n t r e s  in Angola: there are altogetiier 75UUU N a m i o i a n s  in 
A n g o 1a .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  for the w h o l e  p a s t o r a l  w o r k  in all the c a m p s  
together, there art? o n l y  2 old e v a n g e l i c a l  p a s t o r s ,  w h o  are r e s 
p e c t i v e l y  U7 and G2 y e a r s  old. Hay the Lo r d  k e e p  them for many 
y e ars to come, o e c a u s e  they do s t e r l i n g  work. H o w e v e r ,  they have 
on l y  one car t o g e t h e r  at their d i s p o s a l  for trips e v e n  be y o n d  
Q u a n z a - S u 1! (Who w o u l d  like to d o n a t e  a s e c o n d  v e h i c l e  for the 
Swapoc.mips in Angola.* It is rea l l y  very, very n e c e s s a r y ! )  T h e s e  
two e l d e r l y  men take c a r e  of the P r o t e s t a n t s ,  C a t h o l i c s  and 
A n g l i c a n s  and 1 am  very g r a t e f u l  to them. E c u m e n i s m  is the only 
s o l u t i o n  in our s i t u a t i o n .

T h e r e  are a l s o  some e l d e r l y  lay p e o p l e  c o m m i t t e d  for r e l i g i 
ous work, g i v i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  and c o n v i n c i n g  p a r e n t s  to h a v e  their 
c h i l d r e n  b a p t i z e d ,  lhis is how,, a p a r t  from the E u c h a r i s t s ,  I b a p 
tized 2 5 2 p e r s o n s ,  m o s t l y  babies, in the w h o l e  Q u a n z a - S u l .

I did not h a v e  m u c h  time to s t u d y  the life in the camps: I 
was c h i e f l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  the p e o ple, w i t h  e s t a b l i s h i n g  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  them.

It was the time of the school h o l i d a y s .  T h u s  I c o u l d  only 
see the school b u i l d i n g s :  all p r e f a b r i c a t e d  in Scandinavian 
style. T h e r e  w e r e  so ma n y  large school b u i l d i n g s  in the v a r i o u s  
p l a c e s  that I did not ha v e  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of c o u n t i n g  them all: 
a large p e r c e n t a g e  of the N a m i b i a n  r e f u g e e s  are y o u t h  and 
c n i l u i e n .  The h a t e d  B a n t u - E d u c a t i o n  has p r o v o k e d ,  s i n c e  1974, a 
real e x o d u s  a m o n g  school c h i l d r e n  and n e w  g r o u p s  are a dded to 
them e v e n  now. You may guess, but on l y  once, w h e r e  all the 
n u m e r o u s  b a o i e s  c o m e  f r o m ! !!

I v i s i t e d  s o m e  p r o j e c t s  such as a shoe f a c t o r y ,  a large 
t a i l o r i n g  w o r k s h o p  (in w h i c h  ov e r  50 p e d a l - o p e r a t e d  sewing 
m a c h i n e s  are c o n s t a n t l y  in o p e r a t i o n ) , a w e a v i n g  c e n t r e  (started 
by two D u t c h  girls, but now run by the local p e o p l e  them s e l v e s ) ,  
some h o s p i t a l s  and an e n o r m o u s  m a t e r n i t y .  I s e e m  to have 
u n d e r s t o o d  that the b e a u t i f u l  h o s p i t a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  all of them 
p e r m a n e n t  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  a g i f t  from Italy and m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
from the c i t y  of Rome. I had the i m p r e s s i o n  that in them 
e v e r y t h i n g  was s p i c K  and span and that real and s e r i o u s  w o r k  was 
done there. No wonder! T h e  large central h o s p i t a l  is d i r e c t e d  by 
a lady m e d i c a l  a s s i t a n t ,  w h o  had r e c e i v e d  her first f o r m a t i o n  in 
our m i s s i o n  h o s p i t a l  at O t s h i k u k u  and who had w o r k e d  there for 
m a n y  years. The s e c o n d  H o s p i t a l ,  C a b u t a ,  is d i r e c t e d  by a m a t r o n  
w h o  c o m e s  froin our m i s s i o n  at O k a t a n a .  At all the larger h e a l t h  
c en t r e s ,  I met f o r m e r  n u r s e s  from my m i s s i o n  in O t s h i k u k u .  Trie re 
are also a few at the m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s  at the front.

In the C e n t r a l  H o s p i t a l  1 a l s o  met a y o u n g  O v a m b o  w o m a n  who



had trained as a d e n t i s t  in the G e r m a n  D e m o c r a t i c  Republic. 
U n f o r t u n a t e  1 y , for lack of a drill and o t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  m a t e r i a l , 
she can o n l y  p e r f o r m  e x t r a c t i o n s  and t e m p o r a r y  f i l l i n g s .  After 
that the p a t i e n t  h a s  to go wi t h  a c o n v o y  to Luanda, 300kin there 
and 3 U U k m  back, in the hope that they can h e l p  h i m  further. This 
is by no m e a n s  c e rtain, b e c a u s e  there Loo all k i n d  of things are 
lacking. Our d e n t i s t  told me that she c o u l d  p e r f o r m  all types of 
treat m e n t s ,  if on l y  she had the n e c e s s a r y  e q u i p m e n t  and material. 
It is not so u r g e n t  to ma k e  false teeth, but it w o u l d  a l r e a d y  be 
a g r eat h e l p  if she c o u l d  drill and do f i l l i n g s .  W h o  will help 
hen;'? Is there s o m e w h e r e  a d e n t i s t  w h o  still has a us a b l e  but 
un u s e d  d r i l l ?  The h o s p i t a l  has 220 volt e l e c t r i c i t y  supply.

O n e  very well e q u i p p e d  c a m p  is the r e h a b  i 1 itation c e n t r e . It 
c o n s i s t s  of a b o u t  10 s p a c i o u s  b u i l d i n g s  in w h i c h  war i n v a l i d s  and 
c i v i l i a n s  w h o  we r e  c r i p p l e d  by S o u t h  A f r i c a n  b u l l e t s  (cf. 
C a s s i n g a  4th May 19 78) are g i v e n  a p p r o p r i a t e  training. Not only 
are they p r o v i d e d  with false limbs, but they are a l s o  trained in 
manual skills, b r a i l l e  l e s sons for the b l i n d  and t r a i n i n g  in sign 
l a n g u a g e  for those w h o s e  vocal c o r d s  h a v e  be e n  s e vered. There 
too, as e v e r y w h e r e ,  I met p e o p l e  1 knew, a m p u t a t e d ,  aeaf, blind 
or dumb. The s a c r i f i c e s  that N a m i b i a  mu s t  m a k e  for her f r e e d o m  
are terriule. In a d d i t i o n  there are, a p p a r e n t l y ,  a l r e a d y  11000 
dead, and this from a total p o p u l a t i o n  of at most 1,5 million! 
And w h o  will c o unt the c i v i l i a n s  w h o  are k i l l e d  by the South 
A f r i c a n  o c c u p a t i o n  fo r c e s  in the N o r t h  'of N a m i b i a ?  T h e r e  are 
on l y  30 m e n t a l l y  d i s t u r b e u  in Q u a n z a - S u l ,  but there are oL h e i s  in 
the o t h e r  camps. I am told they are m o r e  n u m e r o u s  as one comes 
ne a r e r  to the f ront area.

My o v e r a l l  i m p r e s s i o n  of the Q u a n z a - S u l  c a m p s  is ve r y  good. 
T h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  has to be good, o t h e r w i s e  the p e o p l e  in the 
d i s t a n t  c e n t r e s  w o u l d  not be s a t i s f i e d .  All s e e m  g e n e r a l l y  in 
g o o d  form, in go o d  mood and b u s y  s t u d y i n g  s o m e t h i n g  or ap p l y i n g  
what tney ha v e  learned. E v e r y w h e r e  p e o p l e  are h a r d  at work. They 
ha v e  one ideal: to lib e r a t e  N a m i b i a  and to r e b u i l d  it. It is a 
g i g a n t i c  c o m m u n i t y ,  _ living a mong t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h o u t  any money. 
The A n g o l a n  m o n e y  is so w o r t h l e s s  that o n e  can do literally 
n o t h i n g  w i t h  it. M o r e o v e r ,  n o w h e r e  in any S w a p o  c a m p  did I come 
a c r o s s  a s i n g l e  shop.

U n d o u b t e d l y  S w apo is s o c i a l i s t .  T h i s  is not s u r p r i s i n g  after 
the e x p e r i e n c e  they m a d e  as Bl a c k s  living t o g e t h e r  in a c a p i t a 
list and c o l o n i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  f r o m  w h i c h  they e s c a p e d ?  M o r e o v e r  
v e r y  m a n y  have be e n  t r a i n e d  in Cuba, in E a s t e r n  E u r o p e  and in 
A f r i c a n  s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s .  In the West m o s t  of them w o u l d  not 
h a v e  be e n  able to a f f o r d  an e d u c a t i o n .

O v e r  and ov e r  a g a i n  I had to t h i n k  of the p a s s a g e s  in the Ac 
ts of t h e  A p o s t l e s ,  chap. 2 and 4:

" T h e y  ...had e v e r y t h i n g  in c o m m o n .  W h a t  they r e c e i v e d  was 
d i s t r i b u t e d  a m ong those who n e e d e d  it. T h e y  w e r e  of one mind 
and n o b o d y  spoke of p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y :  e v e r y t h i n g  was in 
common. T h e r e  was none among them w h o  was in n e e d . . . "

I saw this r e a l i s e d  in the S w a p o  c a m p s  of A n g o l a  more than 
a n y w h e r e  else in my life. The m o t i v a t i o n s  are s o c i a l i s t i c ,  but 
the facts are the same as in the p r i m i t i v e  C h u r c h .  How b e a u t i f u l  
if this s p i r i t  c o u l d  be m a i n t a i n e d  in an i n d e p e n d e n t  Namibiai

After our re t u r n  to L u a n d a  we w e r e  i n v i t e d  by the b lack



C a r d i n a l  of Luanda, w h o  w o u l d  like to me e t  S w a p o  some time. T o i v o  
ya Toivo, the G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  of S w a p o  ca m e  w i t h  us and an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e t w e e n  him and the c a r d i n a l  ensu e d .  It 
wos a c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e t w e e n  two A f r i c a n s :  two old foxes, bo t h  63 
y ears old, w h o  had h e ard of ea c h  o t her and w h o  c o u l d  now smell 
each o t h e r  out mo r e  clo s e l y .  The c a r d i n a l  had b e e n  b a n n e d  from 
A n g o l a  to P o r t u g a l  for 10 years d u r i n g  the A n g o l a n  war of 
i n d e p e n d e n c e . -  T o i v o  s^t for al m o s t  20 y e a r s  on R o b b e n  Island in 
p r i s o n  for N a m i b i a .  Th e y  spoke ve r y  fr e e l y  and c l e a r l y  and the 
c ar d i n a l  w a r n e d  to stay i n d e p e n d e n t  f r o m  both R u s s i a n s  and 
A m e r i c a n s ,  b e c a u s e  o t h e r w i s e  f r e e d o m  and i n d e p e n d e n c e  are gone.

T he A p o s t o l i c  D e l e g a t e  too invited T o i v o  and us to a meal. 
Here too the c o n v e r s a t i o n  was open and friendly, w i t n  ma n y  
q u e s t i o n s  on boLh sides and wi t h  the e x p l i c i t e l y  sta t e d  hope, 
that the c o n t a c t s  may be m a i n t a i n e d  and d e e p e n e d .

To end it all there w e r e  i n v i t a t i o n s :  the A p o s t o l i c  
D e l e g a t e  is w e l c o m e  to v i s i t  a S w a p o  camp, and T o i v o  was invited 
to meet to pope some time, in 'Rome. Some p r e l i m i n a r y  e n q u i r i e s  
were made a l s o  d b o u t  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of b u i l d i n g  a large c h u r c h  
in the C e n t r a l  c a m p  of Q u a n z a - S u l ,  and the r e q u e s t  for this came 
from Swapo.

G e r r a r d  H e i m e r i c k x  O.M.l. 
M i s s i o n a r y  Ob lates 
Box 3200uy W o o d l a n d s  
LUSAKA, Z a m b i a
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