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Throughout large groups of persons or households, occupation is 
to a oertain extent an index of social status. For use in the Social 
Survey of Cape Town, a socio-economic classification of occupations was 
devised according to principles described as follows;-

The Survey classification of households is not based directly upon 
earnings, or incones, but upon social status. Such a classification 
is not hard-and-fast for individual cases. A very large income, from 
whatever source, is often a passport to any social group, and to a 
lesser extent the converse also perhaps holds true. But it is a fact 
that there is a well-defined tendency for persons and households to form 

into social groups along occupational lines.

Such classifications are commonly used in Social Surveys, and most 
' of the schemes adopted owe much to the British Registrar-General's scheme 

of 1911. The Cape Town classification is based in broad principle upon 
the British Registrar-General's scheme, but has also borrowed from the 
useful modifications adopted in the Merseyside Survey. Even the Mer­
seyside scheme, however, could not be applied as it stood to Cape Town, 
and it was found neoessary to start afresh with the actual circumstances 

of Cape Town, 'and so to build up a list which, while agreeing in princi­
ple with the two mentioned, differed considerably from them in detail.

The Cape Town list was constructed in the following manner. All 
the occupations returned by the two thousand households of the Household 

Survey [ see Report SS 5], and all the occupations returned by the four 
thousand voters carded for Reports SS 6 and SS 15, were sorted into 
grades according to the criterion of degree of social intercourse [ see 
Report SS 6, Appendix A]. Many doubtful oases arose. These were 
submitted to the Judgement of several expert and lay critics until some 
rule became clear by which they could be finally allocated. In this 
way a list was derived, which forms the subject of the present Report.

It should be pointed out that the list is not an exhaustive list 
of occupations, but only a list of those occupations referred to in the 
preceding paragraph. Its purpose was not to establish a new theoreti­
cal standard but to classify the occupations encountered in the Survey 
according to principles in harmony, as far as might be, with the British 
Registrar-General's system.

It is recognized that to attempt a comparison of this kind is to 
invite criticism on general grouncLs; for the class system of the Union 
of South Africa has several curious, and almost unique, features that 
complicate very seriously all attempts at comparison with European coyn- 
tries. It was nevertheless thought better to try to deal with these 
complications, and to submit the result for criticisn, than to 

evade them.



Attention should perhaps be drawn to the statement on the preceding 
page that the classification is not hard-and-fast for individual cases.
In'general, we should expect the members of Class A to have more in com­
mon socially with other members of the Class than with the the members of 
Class B; but that by no means rules out the possibility that the most 
successful or otherwise outstanding members of Class B may have more in 
common with some members of Class A than with the majority of members of 
Class B, or that the least successful members of Class B may have most in 
common with Class C. Particularly the business occupations are diffi­
cult to group under simple headings — a business manager, for instance, 
or an importer, or a wholesale merchant, to take three examples from many, 
can hardly be^classified socially on the strength solely of the names of 
their occupations. The object in compiling the list has therefore been 
to classify each occupation under that heading which would be best appli­
cable to the largest group of those persons following the occupation. If 
this has been achieved, while the list will not serve to classify indivi­
duals it should enable us satisfactorily to classify groups.

The general soheme of the classification is as follows:-

A: Administrative and independent profess­
ional

B: Subordinate professional and independent 
commercial

C: Subordinate commercial

D: Skilled manual

(E: Predominantly manual, but involv­
ing special responsibility)

F: Semi-skilled manual

G: "Unskilled" manual

H: Occupations not actively directed to­

wards getting an income

J : Seeking employment.

It may be added that the classification makes no special allowance 
for war conditions. During the past few years, members of all the 
occupation groups from A to J might, for instance, have found temporary 
occasion to return their occupation as Soldier. It is not competent for 
a classification like the present to attest to do justice to those and 
other special circumstances of a war-time economy.



C L A S S  A

AD M IN I S T RA T IV E  AND INDEPENDENT PROFESSIONAL

Accountant
Actuary
Architect
Astronomer
Attorney
Bishop
Civil Engineer 

Conpany Director 
Consul-General 
Dental Surgeon 
Dentist
Director [Company] 
Electrical Engineer 

. Engineer [Professional]

Judge
Managing Director
Mechanical Engineer
Medical Practitioner

Mining Engineer
Oculist
Officer (Amy)
Physician-Superinten dent

Professor
Rector
Solicitor

Stock Broker

Surgeon

C L A S S  B

SUBORDINATE PROFESSIONAL AND INDEPENDENT COMMERCIAL

Advertising Manager 
Agency Manager 
Analytical Chemist 

Artist
Assistant Manager 
Assistant Secretary 
Auctioneer 
Audit Inspector 
Bakery Manager 
Ban!: Manager
Bank Official [not otherwise 

specified]

Bar Keeper
Bar Proprietor
Billiard Saloon Proprietor
Boarding House Proprietor

Boot Manufacturer
Bottle-Store Proprietor

Broker
Building Inspector 

Bus Owner 
Business Manager 
Boyer 
Cellist
Checker (Drawing Dept)
Chef [Professional] 
Chiropractor 
Claims Investigator 
Clergyman
Clerk in Holy Orders 
Coumercial Artist 
Commercial Traveller 
Commission Agent 

Copywriter 
Dairy Parmer 
Departmental Manager

Department Buyer
Dock-Master
Draughtsman
Druggist
Estate Agent
Evangelist
Factory Representative 
Parmer 
Farm Manager 
Funeral Director 
Garage Proprietor 
Golf Professional 
Governess
Handwriting Expert
Health Inspector
Health Visitor

Hotelier
Hotelkeeper
Hotel Manager
Hotel Proprietor

House Master
Importer
Instructor
Insurance Broker
Jeweller
Journalist
Kosher
Lecturer
Librarian
Licensod Victualler
Manager
Manufacturer
Manufacturer1s Agent
Manufacturer's Representative
Masseuse
Master Mariner



Master Printer 
Meat Inspector 
Meat Purveyor 

Minister of Religion 
Missionary 
Musician 
Music Teacher 
Optician 
Outfitter

Petroleum Technologist 
Priest

Private Secretary 
Proof Reader 
Prospector 
Publisher

Race Horse Owner and Trainer
Reader
Reporter
Representative
Sales Manager

School Principal 
School Teacher 
Sculptor 
Sea Pilot

Secretary [not otherwise specif' 
ied]

Social Worker 
Speculat or 
Sub-Editor

Superintendent (insuranoe)
Sweet J Manufacturer 
Teacher

Textile Expert 
Traveller

Veterinary Surgeon 
Wharf Inspector 
Wholesale Merchant 
Window Dresser 
Wool Buyer

Yard Manager (Timber Trade)

O L A S S  C

SUBOROINATE COMMERC1AL

Agent (insuranoe)
Agent fMachine)

Agent (Undertakers) 
Assistant (Fish Shop) 
Assistant (Fruit Dealer) 
Assistant Salesnan 
Audit Clerk 
Bank Messenger 
Barber

Bock Canvasser 

Booking Clerk 
Book-Keeper 
Canvasser 
Cashier

Cashier and Bookkeeper 
Census Official 
Chemist [Retail] 
Chemist’ s Assistant 
Chief Shop Assistant 
Clerical 
Clerk
Clerk (Files)
Clerk of Works 
Collector 
Costing Clerk 
Counter Hand 
Despatch Clerk 
Enquiry Agent 
Finance Clerk 
Furniture Agent 
Grocer’ s Assistant 
Hairdresser
Hairdresser’s Apprentice

Hotel Assistant 

Insurance Agent 
Insuranoe Clerk 
Interpreter 
Invoioe Clerk 
Junitr

Junior Clerk 
Lady Clerk 
Ledger Clerk 

Library Attendant 
Midwife

Motor Salesman 
Night Telephonist 
Number Cleric 

Postal Assistant 
Postal Official 
Postmistress 
Reception Officer 
Saleslady 
Salesnan 
Shipping Clerk 
Shop Assistant 

Shorthand Typiste 
Stenographer 
Stock Controller 
Telegrsqphist 
Telephonist 
Timber Clerk 
Time Clerk 
Typist 
Typiste

Undertaker's Assistant



Basket Maker

C L A S S  •

S K I L L E D  MANUAL

Marble Sculptor

Battery Repairer Marine Engineer

Binder Marine Signalman

Bioscope Operator Mason

Blacksmith Mason and Plasterer

Blanket Inspector Mcchanio

Block Mounter Metal Turner

Boatbuilder Millwright

Boiler-Maker Mono Caster

Bookbinder Monumental Mason

Brass-Finisher Motor Engineer

Brass Moulder Motor Mechanic

Bricklayer Moulder

Brickmaker Painter

Bridle Maker Panel Beater

Builder (Artisan) Pattern Maker

Builder's Plasterer Photo greg? her

Cabinet I,machinist Piano Tuner

Cabinet Maker Picture Framer

Cable Joiner Plasterer

Cable Jointer Plumber

Car Assembler Plumber and Tinsmith

Carpenter Printer

Chairmaker Printer’ s Binder

Cineraat ographar Printer's Minder

Clicker Printer's Ruler

Coachbuilder Projectionist

Coach-Tr inner Radio Mechanic

Compositor Rivetter

Cooper Roof Tiler

Coppersmith Ruler

Dental Mechanic Saddlemaker

Designer Saw-Mille r

Diamond Cutter Sawyer

Driller Service Engineer

Duco Sprayer Sheet Metal Worker

Electrical Mechanic Shipwright

Electrician Shop-Fitter

Electric Welder Sign-Writer

Electro-Plater Skilled Worker [not otherwise spec

Engraver ified ]

Farrier Slaughterman

Finisher Spindle Hand

Fitter Sprayer

Fitter and Turner Stereotyper

Floor Layer Stone Mason

Frarie Maker Tailor's Cutter

French Polisher Telephone Eleotrician

Furniture Polisher Telephone Fitter

Glazier Tinsmith

Ha m  es s-Maker Trimmer [Male]

Ecus a Painter Trunkmaker

Instrument Maker Tumor

Iron Moulder Typesetting Maohine Operator

Jciner Upholsterer

Linesman Wagon Maker

Lino Operator Watch Maker

Linotyper Weaver

Lithographer Welder

Machine Minder Wheelwright



Wireless Operator Wood Machinist
Wireman Wood Turner
Wood Carver

C L A S S  E

PREDOMINANTLY MANUAL BUT INVOLVING SPEC IAL  R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y

Assistant Forewoman 
Boatswain 
Bus Inspector 
Cafe Supervisor 
Carriage and Wagon Examner 
Cartage Contractor [ self- 

employed]

Coach and Wagon Examiner
Constable

Customs Official
Deteative
Engine Driver

Excise Officer
Fire Brigade Officer
Fore-Lady
Foreman

Forewoman
Ganger
Guard (Railway)
Head Warder 
Light Keeper 
Loco Driver

Male Nurse 
Nurse

Officor (Fire Brigade)
Police Constable 
Policeman 
Police Sergeant 
Power Station Foreman 
Prison Offioer 

Prison Warder 
Hailway Guard 
Sergeant (Army)

Sergeant (Police)
Shiftman
Signalman
Skipper

Superintendent [not otherwise spec­
ified]

Switchboard Attendant (Power 
Station)

Traffic Constable 
Tramway Inspector 
Wagcn Examiner

C L A S S  F

S E M I - S K I L L E D  MANUAL

Alteration Hand 
Apprentices (all except Hair­

dressing or Clerical)
Asphalter 
Assembler 

Assistant Balcer 
Assistant Chef 
Assistant Cook
Assistant Operator (Bioscope)
Assistant to Plumber

Assistant Wiring Engineer
Attendant
Bag Maker
Baker’ s Assistant
Balcer (employee)
Bar Assistant
Bar-At t endan t
Barman
Bar Steward
Basket Weaver
Baster
Billiard Marker 
Binder's Assistant 
Blockman
Boot Factory Girl

Boot Repairer 
Bottle Filler 

Bottler 
Box Maker
Box Maker (Learner) 
Braces Hand 
Brush Hand 
Builder's Apprentice 
Bus Conductor 
Bus Driver 
Bus Grosser 

Butcher [ semi-skilled] 
Button Hand 
Button-Holer 
CafS Assistant 
Cafe Staff 
Canvas Maker 
Caretaker 
Care talc er-Cleaner 
Caretaker of Flats 
Cart Driver 
Chainman 
Chambermaid 
Chargoman 
Chauffeur 

cr

)



C L A S S  F ( C 0 N T J N U E 3 )  

Checker
Checker (Store) 
Cigaretto Machinist 

Cleaner, Dying Works 
Cleaning and Dying 
Cloakroom Attendant 
Coach Cleaner 
Collar Hand 

Commissionaire 
Conductor 
Cock

Cook Boy 
Cook-General 
Court Usher 
Coxswain 
Crane Driver 
Craneman 
Curtain Maker 
Cutter

Dairyman [unqualified]
Deck Hand
Domestic Servant
Door Keeper
Drain Tester
Dredgor

Dressmaker
Dressmaker's Assistant 
Dressmaker's Finisher 
Dressmaking 
Driver [so rotumed] 
Driver (Lorry)
Factory Gifrl

Factory Hand
Factory Worker
Foather Duster Maker
Feeder
Filler

Fireman
Fireman (Railway) 
Fitter's Mato 
Folder

Foreman's Assistant
Foreman Cleaner
Fruit-Canner
Fumigator

Furniture Stainer
Gardener
General Handyman
General Offioe Hand'
General Servant

Grain Elevator Operator
Greaser
Green Keeper
Groundsman
Gunner
Handyman
Houseboy [Adult]
Improver

Ingprcrver Dressmaker 
Indoor Messenger 
Ironer 
Janitor

Jobbing Carpenter 
labeller

Laboratory Assistant
Laundress
Laundry Hand
Lavatory Attendant
Loaf Examiner

Leaf Opener
Leaf Sorter
Learner
Liftman
Lift Operator
Loom Hand
Loom Turner
Lorry Driver
Machine Assistant
Machiner
Machine Learner
Machine Operator
Machinist
Mail Porter
Mangle Feeder
Mangier

Marble Polisher 
Mattress Maker 
Mechanical Rigger 
Messenger 
Messenger (Office)
Meter Erector 
Meter Reader 
Mixer (tobacco)
Mooring Attendant 
Motor Car Driver 
Motor Driver 
Motorman
Motor Mechanic and Driver
Needlework
Nurse Girl

Nurseryman [ erqplqjree] 
Operator

Operator (Grain Elevator) 
Oven Hand 

Overall Maker 
Packer

Packer an d Handyman 
Pantry Hand 

Paper-Bag Maker 
Part-Time Domestic 
Peel Cutter 
Peel Sorter 

Perfume Maker 
Pile Driver 
Plain Sewing 

Platelayer 

Platen Pressman 
Plumber's Assistant 
Polisher 
Polony Maker 
Postman 
Prosser
Printer's Assistant 
Printer's Feeder



Railway Employee [not otherwise 
specified]

Rat-Catcher
Repairer
Rigger
Runner
Sailor
Sample Packer
Sandpaperer
Scavenger
Seaman
Seamstress
Servant
Sorvice Attendant 
Servico Man

Service Man (Sleotrical Applian­
ces)

Ship' s Stemrd
Shirt Hand /
Shoe Factory Worker 
Shoe Repaiuer 
Shop Messenger 

Shunter

Skilled Labourer (Railway)
Slipper Hand
Solderor

Soldier
Sorter
Spring Maker 
Stamper
Steam Hammer Driver
Steward
Stitcher
Stoker

Store Keopfur

Storeman
Striker

Strongroom Attendant 
Sweet Boiler 

Sweet Packer 
Sweet Wrapper 
Tacker
Tailor' s Assi stan t

Tailoring Hand
Taxi Driver
Tea Packer
Ticket Examiner
Tie Jfeiker

Tobacco Mixer
Tram Conductor
Tram Driver
Tram Guard

Trimmer [Female]
Truck-Driver
Urn Girl
Usher

Usherette
Van Driver
Vansman
Wagon Driver
Waiter

Waitress
Warehouse Man
Weigher
Winchman
Winder
Wine Steward
Wrapper

C L A S S  G

Assistant (Greengrocer*s) 
Assistant in Storeroom 
Assistant in Vineyard 
Assistant Storeman 
Assistant to Lorry Driver 
Bar Boy

Basket Maker (Labourer) 
Billpostor 
Bisoeope Hand 
Bottle Cleaner 
Bottle V/asher 
Brewer* s Labourer 
Bricklayer (Labourer) 
Builder's Assistant 
Builder's Labourer 
Caddie 
Casual Hand

Casual Worker [ so returned] 
Char
Charwom an
Cleaner

"U N S K IL L E D "  MANUAL

Cleaning 
Delivery Boy 
Dock Labourer 
Drainer

Engineer's labourer
Errand Boy
Farm Labour or

Fisherman
Fish Hawker
Flower Seller
Fruit Hawker
Garage Attendant
Garage Hand
Garage Labourer
Garage Man [unskilled]
Gardener and Flower Hawker
General Store .Yorker
Green Grooer Hawker
Handy Boy
Hawker
Hotel Hand



Kitchen Boy 
Labourer 
Market Oloaner 
Market Hand 
Market Labourer 

Newspaper Boy\ 
Newspaper Seller 
Night Porter 
Night Watchman 
Odd Boy 
Odd Job Man 
Office Cleaner 
Packer's Labourer 

Planting Lawns 
Plumber1s Labourer 
Porter
Relief Worker 
Road Labourer 

Road Maker 
Road Repairer 
Road Worker 
Sand Tipper 

Soraper

Shop Boy  
Stable B o y  
Stable Groom 
Stable Hand 
Stevedore 

Street Cloaner 
Street Repairer 
Surveyor's Labourer 
Sweeper
Sweeper and Cleaner 
Tanner’ s Labourer 
Trench Digger
’’Various" [not otherwise specified]
Vegetable Hawkor
Vineyard Assistant
Vineyard Worker
Washerwoman
Watchman
Waterworks Labourer 
Wood Chopper 
Wood Cutter 
W»od Hawker
Workman [not otherwise specified]

C L A S S  H

OCCUPATIONS NOT ACTIVELY DIRECTED TOWARDS GETTING AN INCOME

Independent 

Landowner 
PensL oner

Property Owner 
Retired
Student /



r e p o r t ] -  1 0  - [ss a

Accountant A 
Aotuary A
Advertising Manager B 
Agency Manager B 
Agent ( Insurance) C 

Agent (Machine) C 
Agent (Undertakers) C 
Alteration Hand F 
Analytioal Chemist B 
Apprentices [all except Hair­

dressing or Clerical] F 
Architect A 
Artist B 
Asphalter F 
Assembler F 
Assistant Baker F 
Assistant Chef F 
Assistant Cook F 

Assistant (Fish Shop) C 
Assistant (Fruit Dealer) C 
Assistant Forewoman E 

Assistant (Greengrocer's Lorry) 
Assistant in Storeroom G 
Assistant in Vineyard G 
Assistant Manager B 
Assistant Operator (Bioscope) F 

Assistant Salesman C 
Assistant Secretary B 
Assistant Storeman G 
Assistant to Lorry Driver G 
Assistant to Plumber F 
Assistant Wiring Engineer F 
Astronomer A 
Attendant F 
Attorney A 

Auctioneer B 
Audit Clerk C 
Audit Inspector B

Bag maker F 
Baker's Assistant F 
Baker [employee] F 
Bakery Manager B 
Bank Manager B 

Bank Messenger C 
Bank Official [not otherwise 

specified] C 

Bar Assistant F 
Bar Attendant F 
Barber C 
Bar Boy G 

Bar Keeper B 
Barman F 
Bar Proprietor B 
Bar Steward F 
Basket Faker D 
Basket Maker (Labourer) G 
Basket Weaver F 
Baster F

INDEX

Battery Repairer D 
Billiard Marker F 
Billiard Saloon Proprietor B 
Billposter G 
Binder D

Binder's Assistant F 
Bioscope Hand G 
Bioscope Operator D 
Bishop A 

Blacksmith D 
Blanket Inspector D 
Bloclcraan F 
Block Mounter D 

Boarding House Proprietor B 
Boatbuilder D 
Boatswain E 
Boiler-Maker D 
Bookbinder D 
Book Canvasser C 
Booking Clerk C 
Book-Keeper C 

G Boot Factory Girl F 

Boot Manufacturer B 
Boot Repairer F 
Bottle Cleaner G 
Bottle Filler F 
Bottler F

Bottle-Store Proprietor B
Bottle Washer G
Box Maker F

Box Maker (Learner) F •
Braces Hand F 
Brass-Finisher D 
Brass Moulder D 
Brewer1 s Labourer G 
Brioklayer D 
Bricklayer (Labourer) G 
Brickmaker D 
Bridle Laker D 
Broker B 
Brush Hand F 
Builder [artisan] D 
Builder's Apprentice F 
Builder's Assistant G 
Builder's Labourer G 
Builder's Plasterer D 
Building Inspector B 
Bus Conductor F 
Bus Driver F 
Bus Greaser F 
Bus Inspector E 
Bus Owner B 

Business lanager B 
Butcher [semi-skilled] F 
Button Hand F 

Button-Holer F 
Buyer B

Cabinet Machinist D

'/



Cabinet Maker D 
Cable Joiner D 
Cable Jointer D 
Caddie G 

Cafe Assistant F 
Cafe Staff F 

Cafe Supervisor E 
Canvas Maker F 
Canvasser C 
Car Assembler D 
Caretaker F 

Caretaker-Cleaner F 
Caretaker of Flats F 
Carpenter D

Carriage and Wagon Examiner E 
Cartage Contractor [ solf-employe .̂] 

E
Cart Driver F 
Cashier C

Cashier and Bookkeeper C 
Casual Hand G
Casual Worker [ so returned] G
Cellist B -

Census Official C
Chainman F
Chairmaker D

Chambermaid F
Char G

Chargeman F
Charwoman G
Chauffeur F
Gheclcer F

Checker (Drawing Dept) B 
Checker (Store) F 
Chef I Profeocional] B 
Chemist [retail] C 
Chemist's Assistant C 
Chief Shop Assistant C 
Chiropractor B 

Cigarette Machinist F 
Cinematographer D 
Civil Engineer A 
Claims Investigator B 
Cleaner G ,

Cleaner, Eyeing Works F
Cleaning G
Cleaning and Dyeing F
Clergyman B
Clerical C
Clerk C
Clerk (Files) C
Clerk in Holy Orders B
Clerk of Works C
Clicker D
Cloalcroom Attendant F 
Coach and Wagon Examiner E 
Coaohbuilder D 

Coach Cleaner F 
Coach-Trimmer D 
Collar Hand F 

Collector C 
Commercial Artist B

Coiimercial Traveller B 

Commission Agent B 
Commissionaire F 
Company Director A 
Conpositor D 
Conductor F 
Constable E 
Consul-Gen era1 A 
Cook F 
Cook Boy F 

Cook-General F 
Cooper D 

Coppersmith D 
Copywriter B 
Costing Clerk C 
Counter Hand C 
Court Usher F 
Coxswain F 
Crane Driver F 
Craneman F 
Curtain maker F 
Customs Official E 
Cutter F

Dairy Farmer B 
Dairyman [unqualified] F 
Deck Hand F 

Delivery Boy G 

Dental Mechanic D 
Dental Surgecn A 
Dentist A

Departmental Manager B 
Department Buyer B 
Designer D 
Despatch Clerk C 
Detective E 

Diamond Cutter D 
Director [Conpany] A 
Dock Labourer G 
Dook-Iiister B 
Domestic Servant F 
Door Keeper F 
Drainer G 
Drain Tester F 

Draughtsman B 
Dredger F 
Dressmaker F 

Dressmaker's Assistant F 
Dressmaker's Finisher F 
Dressmaking F 
Driller D

Driver [so returned] F 
Driver (Lorry) F 
Druggist B 
Duoo Sprayer D

Electrical Engineer 

Electrical Mechanic 
Electrician D 
Electric Welder D 
Electro-Platfltr D 
Engine Driver E

A
D

»



Engineer [professional] A 
Engineer's Labourer G 
Engraver D 

Enquiry Agent C 
Errand Boy G 
Estate Agent B 
Evangelist B 
Excise Offioor E

Factory Girl F 
Factory Hand F 
Faotory Representative B 

Factory Y/orlcer F 
Farmer B 
Farm Labourer G 
Farm Manager B 
Farrier D
Feather Duster Maker F 
Feeder F 
Filler F 
Finance Clerk 0 
Finisher D
Fire Brigade Officer E 
Fireman F 
Fireman (Railway) F 

Fisherman G 
Fish Hawker G 
Fitter D
Fitter and Turner D 

Fitter's Mate F 
Fl*or Layer D 
Flower Seller G 

Folder F 
Forelady E 
Foreman E
Foreman's Assistant F 
Foreman Cleaner F 

Forewoman E 
Frame Maker D 
French Polisher D 
Fruit-Canner F 

Fruit Hawker G 
Fumigator F 
Funeral Director B 
Furniture Agent C 
Furniture Polisher D 
Furniture Stainer F

Ganger E
Garage Attendant G 
Garage Hand G 
Garage Labourer G 
Garage Man [unskilled] G 
Garage Proprietor B 
Gardener F
Gardener and Flower Hawker G 
Genoral Handyman F 
General Office Hand F 
General Servant F 
General Store Wocker G 
Glazier D 
Golf Professional B

Governess B
Grain Elevator Operator F 

Greaser F
Green Grocer Hawker G 
Green Keeper F 
Grocer's Assistant C 
Groundsman F 

Guard (Railway) E 
Gunner F

Hairdresser C

Hairdresser' s Apprentice C
Handwriting Expert B
Handy Boy G
Handyman F

Hamess-Malcer D
Hawker G
Head Warder E
Health Inspector B
Health Visitor B
Hotel Assistant C
Hotel Hand G
Hotelier B
Hotelkeeper B
Hotel Manager B
Hotel Proprietor B
Houseboy [adult] F
Housemastor B
House painter D

Importer B 
Improver F 

♦ Improver Dressmaker F • 
Independent H 
Indoor Messenger F 
Instructor B 
Instrument Maker D 
Insuranoe Agent C 
Insurance Broker B 
Insurance Clerk C 
Interpreter C 
Invoice Clerk C 
Ironer F 
Iron Moulder D

Janitor F 
Jeweller B 
Jobbing Carpenter F 
Joiner D 

Journalist B 
Judge A 
Junior C 
Junior Clerk C

Kitchen Boy G 
Kosher B

Labeller F

Laboratory Assistant F 
Labourer G 
Lady Clerk C 
Landowner H

\



Laundress F 
Laundry Hand F 
Lavatory Attendant F 

Leaf Examiner F 

Leaf Opener F 
Leaf Sorter F 
Learner F 
Lecturer B 

Ledger Clerk C 
Librarian B 
Library Attendant C 
Licensed Victualler B 

Liftman F 
Lift Operator F 
Light Keeper E 

Linesman D 
Lino Operator D 
Linotyper D 
Lithographer D 
Looo Driver E 

Loom Hand F 
Loom Turner F 
Lorry Driver F

Machine Assistant F
Machiner F
Maohine Iieama r F
Machine Minder D
Machine Operator F

Machinist F
Mail Porter F
Kale Uurse E
Manager B
Managing Director A
Mangle Feeder F
Mangier F
Manufacturer B

Manufacturer*s Agent B
Manufacturer' s Representative B
Marble Polisher F
Marble Sculptor D

Marine Engineer B
Marine Signalman D
Market Cleaner G
Market Hand G
Market Labourer G

Mason D
Mason and Plasterer D
Masseuse B
Master Mariner B .
Master Printer B 
Mattress Maker F 
Meat Inspector B 

Meat Purveyor B 
Meohanio D 
Mechanical Engineer A 
Mechanical Rigger F 
Medical Practitioner A 

Messenger F 
Messenger (Office) F 
Metal Turner D 
Metar Erector F

Meter Reader F
Midwife C
Millwright D
Mining Engineer A
Minister of Religion B
Missionary B
Mixer (Tobacco) F
Mono Caster D
Monumental Mason D
Mooring Attendant F
Motor Car Driver F

Motor Driver F
Motor Engineer D
Motorman F
Motor Mechanic D
Motor Mechanic and Driver F
Motor Salescan C
Moulder D
Musician B
Music Teacher B

Needlework F 
Newspaper Boy G 
Newspaper Seller G 
Night porter G 
Night Telephonist C 
Night Watchman G 
Number Clerk C 
Nurse E 
Nurse Girl F 
Nurseryman [ employee] F

Oculist A
Odd Boy G
Odd Job Man G
Offioe Cleaner G
Officer (Army) A
Officer (Fire Brigade) E
Operator F
Operator (Grain Elevator) F
Optician B
Outfitter B

Oven Hand F
Overall Maker F

Packer F
Packer and Handyman F 
Packer's Labourer G 
Painter D 
Panel Beater D 

Pantry Hand F 
Paper-Bag laker F 
Part-Time DoiJoatio F 
Pattern Maker D 
Peel Cutter F 
Peel Sorter F 
Pensioner H 
Perfume Maker F 

Petroleum Technologist B 
Photographer D 
Physician-Superinten dent A 

Piano Tuner D



Picture Framer D 
Pile Driver F 
Plain Sewing F 
Planting Lawns G 

Plasterer D 
Plasterer and Mason D 
Platelayer F 
Platen Pressman F 

Plumber D
Plumber’ s Assistant F 
Plumber's Labourer G 
Plumber and Tinsmith D 
Police Constable E 

Policeman E 
Police Sergeant E 
Polisher F 
Polony Maker F 

Porter G
Postal Assistant C 
Postal Official C 

Postman F 
Postmistress C 
Power Station Foreman E 

Presser F 
Priest B 
Printer D
Printer's Assistant F 
Printer's Binder D 
Printer's Feeder F 
Printer's Minder D 
Printer's Ruler D 
Prison Officer E 
Prison Warder E 
Private Secretary B 

Professor A 
Projectionist D 
Proof Reader B 
Property Owner H 

Prospector B 
Publisher B

Race Horse Owner and Trainer B 

Radio Mechanic D 
Railway Employee [not otherwise 

specified] F 
Railway Guard E 
Rat-catcher F 

Reader B
Reception Officer 0 

Rector A 
Reliof Worker G 

Repairer F 
Reporter B 
Representative B 

•Retired H 

Rigger F 
Rivetter D 
Road Labourer G 
Road Maker G 
Road Repairer G 

Road Worker G 
Roof Tiler D

Ruler D 
Runner F

Saddlemakor D 

Sailor F 
Saleslady 0 
Salesman C 
Sales Manager B 
Sample packer F 

Sandpaperer F 
Sand Tipper G 
Saw-Miller D 

Sawyer D 
Scavenger G 
School Principal B 
School Teacher B 
Scraper G 
Sculptor B 

Seaman F 
Seamstress F 
Soa Pilot B
Secretary [not otherwise specified]

B
Sergeant (Army) E 
Sergeant (Police) E 
Servant F

Service Attendant F 
Service Engineer D 
Service Man F
Servioeman (Electrical Appliances)

F
Sheet Metal Worker D 
Shiftman E 
Shipping Clerk C 
Ship's Steward F 
Shipwright D 
Shirt Hand F 
Shoe Factory Worker F 

Shoe Repairer F 
Shop Assistant C 
Shop Boy G 
Shop-Fitter D 
Shop Messenger F 
Shorthand-Typiste 0 

Shunter F 
Signalman E 
Sign-Writer D
Skilled Labourer (Railway) F 
Skilled Worker [not otherwise spec­

ified] D 
Skipper E 
Slaughterman D 
Slipper Hand F 
Social Worker B 
Bolder er F 

Soldier F 
Solicitor A 
Sorter F 
Speculator B 

Spindle Hand D 

Sprayer D 
Spring Maker F



Stable Boy G 
Stable Groom G 
Stable Hand G 
Stanper F
Steam Hammer Driver P 

Stenogrep her C 
Stereotyper D 
Stevedore G 
Steward P 
Stitcher P 
Stock Broker A 
Stock Controller C 
Stoker P 
Stone Mason D 
Store Keeper F 
Storeman F 
Street Cleaner G 
Street Repairer G 

Striker F
Strongroom Attendant F 
Student H 
Sub-Editor B
Superintendent [not otherwise 

specified] E 
Superintendent (insurance) B 

Surgeon A
Surveyor's Labourer G 

Sweeper G
Sweeper and Cleaner G 
Sweet Boiler F 
Sweet Manufacturer B 

Sweet Packer F 
Sweet Wrapper P 
Switchboard Attendant (Power 

Station) E

Tacker P
Tailor1 s Assistant P 

Tailoring Hand P 
Tailor's Cutter D 
Tanner* s Labourer G 
Taxi Driver P 
Teacher B 

Tea Packer P 
Telegraphist C 
Telephone Electriaian D 
Telephone Fitter D 

Telephonist C 
Textile Expert B’
Ticket Examiner F 
Tie Maker F 

Timber Clerk C 
Ti.ue Clerk C 
Tinsmith D 
Tobacco 1 ixer P 
Traffic Constable E 

Tram Conductor P 
Tram Driver P 
Tram Guard P 
Tramway Inspector E 

Traveller B 
Trench Digger G

Trimmer [female] P 

Trinmer [male] D 
Truck-Driver F 
Trunkmaker D 

Turner D
Typesetting Maohine Operator D 
Typist C 
TJrpiste C

Undertaker' s Assistant C
Upholsterer D
Urn Girl F
Usher P
Usherette P

Van Driver F 
Vansman P
"Various" [not otherwise specified] 

G
Vegetable Hawker G 
Veterinary Surgeon B 
Vineyard Assistant G 
Vineyard Worker G

Wagon Driver P 
Wagon Examiner E 
Wagon Maker D 
Waiter P 
Waitress P 
Warehouse Man P 

Washerwoman G 
Watch Maker D 
Watchman G 
Waterworks Labourer G 

Weaver D 

Weigher P 
Weldor D 
Wharf Inspector B 

Wheelwright D 
Wholesale Merchant B 
Winchman P 
Winder P 
Window Dresser C 

Wine Steward P 
Wireless Operator D 
Wire man D 
Wood Carver D 
Wood Chopper G 
Wood Cutter G 
Wood Hawker G 
Wood Machinist D 

Wood Turner D 
Wool Buyer B
Workman [not otherwise specified]

G
Wrapper F

Yard Manager (Timber Trade) B



 

Collection Number: AD1715 

 
SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS (SAIRR), 1892-1974 

 
PUBLISHER: 
Collection Funder:- Atlantic Philanthropies Foundation 

Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013 
 

LEGAL NOTICES: 
 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and 
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior 
written permission of the copyright owner. 

 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, 
distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or 

omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any 
related information on third party websites accessible from this website. 

 

This document forms part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations (SAIRR), held at the Historical 

Papers Research Archive at The University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


