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DURBAN ECC AGM 14 MAY 1990

The fact that the ECC 1is having an AGM here to elect a new Exec.
Committee 1is evidence that we do not believe the time is yet ripe
for us to disbhand. While we hope our life as an organisation
will come to an end within the near future, our assessment of the
situation is that there 1is still work for us to do.

My task 1is to outline some of the 1issues which will be of
importance in our work in the coming months.

1. Firstly, our priority remains to end conscription. Despite
encouraging developments which we hope will lead to the
creation of a climate for genuine negotiations, the
machinery of the apartheid state still remains firmly in
place. Despite the euphoria we may rightly feel about
significant victories won in our struggle for liberation we
must not let that blind us to this grim reality : the SA
state remains fundamentally wundemocratic & unjust &
represents only the interests of a white minority. The SADF
still remains the last bastion to preserve apartheid
minority domination.

Our goal of ending conscription therefore remains valid & we
will continue to work towards that end. We also welcome the
ANC & non-conscription policy for a post-apartheid South
Africa.

2. From that it follows that conscientious objection remains a
valid political <choice. We will therefore continue to
campaign for the release of all objectors from jail, for the
suspension of all CO trials & for the <changing of

legislation so that CO is not a criminal offence. CO ™ are
not criminals! Objectors should be honoured rather than
criminalised. Hopefully 1in a new SA that will happen. I

have a vision of all objectors who were jailed being
appointed 1in the new SA to head up a collective Ministry of
Defence, whose mandate from President Mandela will be to
dismantle the SADF.

Their first task will be to get a SAAF helicopter and
dispatch Magnus Malan off on a permanent sabbatical to
Chile, together with a lifetime™ supply of army dog-
biscuits. Their next task will be to find creative ways of
converting casspirs & buffels 1into comfortable vehicles for
people ™ public transport, and turning Bedfords 1into bus
shelters. They will convert navy battle-ships into pleasure
cruisers to the newly created People ™ Peace Park on Robben
Island. They will convert Armscor factories into warehouses
for self-help projects. Detention barracks will be
demolished & turned into market gardens. The walls around
Natal Command will be used to form another fishing pier and
the buildings inside will be converted 1into accessable,
open-plan ANC offices. Rl rifles will be used as stakes in



a national program to reclaim soil-eroded land. The
submarines will be grounded and used as massive dip-tanks

with yellow, orange, green, blue & purple dye. All  army
uniforms will be dipped and one piece of clothing handed to
everyone. We will then join hands in our multi-coloured
clothes and toi-toi together 1in the streets singing "Let
there be war no morel™ Well, vyou e got to have dreams...
Now back to reality. That was my personal dream by the way,

and not official ECC policy (yetl!).

3. Another area of work for us is the safe return of exiled
objectors. We have been working to get this 1issue, as well
as the release of objectors from prison, onto the national
negotiations agenda. We have also been 1in contact & had
meetings with COSAWR, the organisation of exiled objectors,
in preparation for their return. We hope to have a

representative from them at our National Conference later
this month.

4. We are determined to build nonracialism into our programs &
campaigns. We want to build a sound basis for communication
and action with the ANC, the Civics, SAYCO & other UDF
affiliates, as well as with our traditional allies 1in the
white community. We want to embody more & more now, the
nonracial society we are working towards.

5. Another 1issue we will be paying attention to 1is the Civil
Co-operation Bureau. I don™ think even ECC at 1its creative
height could come up with such an Orwellian and cynical name
for an organisation whose <chief aim 1is to eliminate unco-
operative civilians.

Our <concern is that not -enough public attention 1is being
paid to this scandal. We are therefore embarking on a
campaign calling for

* the resignation of accountable Ministers
* a guarentee of suspension of all CCB cells & activities
* the extension of the Harms Commission?™ brief to

include external assassinations, bombings etc.

6. Lastly, we want to be part of the process, in whatever way
might be helpful, of bringing an end to the carnage &
restoring peace to Natal. We are at present doing
monitoring work. The future, 1in consultation with other

organisations, may make other demands of us.

Perhaps at this point | should say something about the 1issue of
troops in the townships. Our position remains the same : they
should be out. This 1is still one of the factors on the national
agenda for the creation of a climate for negotiations. The fact

that we are giving qualified support for their presence in
certain townships where the people have asked them 1in, does not



mean that we have changed our view of the SADF, or that the SADF
has suddenly changed 1its spots. We recognise this cry for their
presence as not so much a praise-song for the military as an
indictment on the police for their dismal failure to fulfil their
role as an effective, neutral peacekeeping force. The SADF, in
these areas, has become the better of two evils.

So, in conclusion, we have plenty of work to do. We hope soon to
reach the point where our continued existence 1is no longer
warranted & we can then put our energies into other
organisations. That point has wunfortunately not arrived yet.
So, while you *e still got the chance, why don ™ you join us for
the final push?

Bob Goldman
Durban ECC Chairperson
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FAX MESSAGE from; WAR RESISTERS' INTERNATIONAL, London
telefax number: + 44-71-708 2545

to: Mandy Taylor, ECC, +27-11 8366931
May 18, 1990

Dear Mandy

Lovely to get your letter and the update. Exactly a year after | arrived back from S.A. I've been
worrying about communications with COSG/ECC - | was just saying as much yesterday to a certain
Mike Evans.

Was Doug's trial postponed on Monday? 1 faxed Paul Boulle at the People's Computer Bureau at the
beginning of the week asking the same question. And Jacqui has been out of her office.

Following on from this fax will be the basic circular from ICOM. The idiots omit any phone number, so

try +43 (Austria) ] (Vienna) 6380653. It isn't actually the group organising it but it's a CO which shares
tko warme frddroes* | eont tkic circular to CO6AWR but u\vCn't whether thty will |

A% vrwu*u 1/v KV'WV* c—env* a vruiiuui ita m e iuv/m «@i diryin”® m naurcss w omen «UNU liviltrtllSm tiling yt7ir.

(Sometimes tnere ore no women there.)

A130 there'll be An t\f(llintion form from WRI. | laisevl Ilii* quegliun with COSG and Rob tells me It

slipped off the agenda, but | should re-raise it for either COSG or ECC. Basically if the organisation as
it whole can agree with the Declaration (individual members don't have to it's as long os (he

organisation pledges itself not to support any kind of war) then either could become Associates.

tin tKcir s *C<y I»Mt tt< iCikoit £40 M J"CUIi Mo»Vers»  Tilt? VOov*1?2>* THEIS thILIn's
you to vote at our Triennials and to send observers to our annual Council meetings — and to show that
you're not part of a worldwide communist conspiracy, etc .. Anyway, I'm enclosing that form by way
of putting the question back on the agenda.

There hasn't been a WRI Newsletter since March — instead the April-May issue was a joint production
with the US Nonviolent Activist. And now we've suspended publication so that we can co-publish Peace
News as a monthly. That will go to all WRI Newsletter recipients, including COSG, and which actually
improve the circulation of our news dramatically.

| hope the ECC confcrcnce next weekend is a great success.

Love to you and to everybody else

Howard
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Details of mem* activities and proj9Cts (please attach)

Signature of officer/parson authorised by groupi

Oats end place ...iiiiiiieicn

(Or encloao « .,tali,,c,1 epprouoa oy members of your organisation)



AN INTRODUCTJ.ON .TO. .ICOM

The International CO Meeting is an annual meeting which all co

movements ar©O welcome to attend. Each meptInff offerB the
opportunity for COs to get to know to each other, to exchange
Information and ideas and to discuss ways of co operating. It

also i1s a place for COs to formulate their demands and work out
strategies for the demilitarisation of Bociety.

Each movement brings reports of its activities over the past year
and of changes 1in the situation of COs 1in its country.

The 1dea of an international meeting was born in a WRI seminar
"responses to conscription* in 1981 Prados, France. The first
meeting took place in Copenhagen at,*the end of 1981, with only
about 15 North European COs taking part. The second meeting 1in
January 1983 1In Amsterdam called for May 15 to be a European-wide
CO Action Day when COS would campaign not just about the situation
in their own country hut. in another country too. This was later
changed to "International* *CO Day at the suggestion of the WRI
Triennial in India. The focus countries so far have been: 1986
Greece, 1987 Yugoslavia, 1988 Poland and 1989 South Africa. Each
year, WRI has sent out a briefing about the focus country.

There were two international CO meetings in 1985: one in
Buckeburg, FRO, and one In Finland, In December 1985, attached to
the Youth and Conscription Symposium. It was agreed in future
that there should be one main common CO meeting each year.
Unfortunately, there was Bome confusion in 1986 and there were
international meetings in Greece and Vienna, Austria.

The 1987 meeting: - the first to be called ICOM - was in Barchem,
the Netherlands: 1t had a wide range of representatives, Including
East Europeans, and made statements on conscription, examination
of conscience, East-West networking, and civilian service.

ICOM 1988 was 1in BohinJ, Slovenia, Yugoslavia with even broader
participation. ICOM 1989 waB in Ayegui, Euskadi, the State of
Spain. This decided to adopt an issue, rather than a country, as
the theme for May 15 and prepared further discussion on women and
militarisation.

Each meeting 1is organised by the host group for that year, with
help from the host from the preceding TCJOM. Between meetings, one
group acts as a central point for receiving and sending out
materials. WRI gives back-up when necessary.

It 1s hoped that the resolutions and declarations agreed by the
ICOMs will become the basic point of reference for all groups
working Internationally on the question of CO.



Gruppe fur Totalverweigerung
Schot.tengasse 3fi/1/59
lolo Wien, Austria Wien, 19.4.90

Doar Friends (, Antimilitarists!

As you might already have hoard, Uy= "Gruppa fur Totalvecweigerung®VVicnna is
preparing Uus years ICOM. The meeting will take place from the 29, June to the
1. July and will be £finsfc time held held in our counti'y*

This is our first official report U invitation - it will not. be the last - and is fcrvmq
to give you infor[nations about lIvow far our work is done.

we still have problems to get a good place for peoples accomodation and a space
for the meetings. So it might be that you will stay private during the two nights
but it is possible that: we get a house in the near of Vienna - we hope so, So far
there is already a lot. of antimilitarists to come and join us mostly from tlv*
eastern countrys, but tJiere is a lot too we sti.lll await - so far- planned

Following the main themes of the I1COM "90 - some of them will to cciitinuod at
tto discussion of the topics of last, year®s 1COM:

1) As our main goal in this years conference will be (and we hope you acinx* to
tfuR) to not up contacts U-twwn the so called "tost” and "West"™ we tav to ”
workgroup on that.

", . second, as imix ctant, theme we try to gain your interest, is "wo™.cm .md
imhfwhich wll bo piY*xarcd by thor
Spnnish group;.

(Contact; San ccsme y San Damian, 24 -X, 28012 Madrid, Ffcpana)

c0 arid a™ /Juin Policy” - This theme will be prepared by a Netherlandish qrouo
Lon IAct* Voron.yung Dienstweigeraao, Fustbus 4802, 10U9 AV Amsterdam, Holland)

4) "Total resistance to civil service": We are not sure, tiiut tills theme will b?

prepared by a fumsli group.
(Contact- Peace Station, Vcturi Tori, 00920 Helsinki Fmnland)

As you might have some other mterestlng additions to this proposal we ask you tr>
wnte us about or to call us up. you tr)



And here the provisional schedule for our meeting:

Fr. 29.6.1990: 17.00 Welcome at our office
IAdress and Map below)
Sat. JO0.6.90: 9.00 Breakfast
10-00 keports from the participants countries
Working Cioupfj
J3.00 Lunch
M .30 Working Groups (confc)
17.00 First reports of the W-grouts
cu. "Aca™ion

Sun. 1.7.1990: 9.00 Bionkiarit
Rcferends f Diskusston about transnational
Network, Future Plans, Campaigns,.....
12.00 Lunch y
Ofon end

i*c hope this lower will ensure you to come.

See you in finmmer at JCOM 90 in Viennal!



FAX MESSAGE fromr WAR RESISTERS' INTERNATIONAL, London
telefax number: + 44-71-708 2545

to: Mandy Taylor, ECC, +27-11 8366931

May 18, 1990

Dear Mandy

Lovely to get your letter and the update. Exactly a year after | arrived back from S.A. I've been
worrying about communications with COSC/ECC - | was Just saying as much yesterday to a certain
Mike Evans.

Was Doug's trial postponed on Monday? 1 faxed Paul Boulle at the People's Computer Bureau at the
beginning of the week asking the seme question. And Jacqui has been out of her office.

Following on from this fax will be the basic circular from ICOM. The idiots omit any phone number, so
try +43 (Austria) 1 (Vienna) 6380653 It isn't actually the group organising it but it's a CO which shares

iho same s»ddroee. I ecnt this circular to COSAWR bui haven't whether they will itLntwjnled.
At wwrtiu asv MV MM C-UIU *t wuuuut Ua IHIC iUV/W \ry\INE CO AUU TC33 Womef I HIN<X FIUiIIAG iSill tihs  ytffef-

(Sometimes there are no women there.)

Also there'll be an affiliation form from WRI. 1raised this ijuestion with COSG and Rot> tells me it
slipped off the agenda, but 1should re-raise it for either COSG or ECC. Basically if the organisation as
* whole can agree with the Declaration (individual members don't have to it's as long on the

organisation pledge* itself not to support any kind of war) then either could become Associates.
tit* lkair tnvn n\ o«\ /cc, I>Mt *»< iCckon uLvu( G+0 w JrCMI tt*VCI» [Iilt? VUOIf*. TIHIIS titllllus

you to vote at our Triennials and to send observers to our annual Council meetings — And to show that
you're not part of a worldwide communist conspiracy, etc .. Anyway, I'm enclosing that form by way
of putting the question back on the agenda.

There hasn't boon a WRI Newsletter since March — instead the April-May issue was a joint production
with the US Nonviolent Activist. And now we've suspended publication so that we can co-publish Peace
News as a monthly. That will go to all WRI Newsletter recipients, including COSG, and which actually
improve the circulation of our news dramatically.

I hope the ECC confcrence next weekend is a great success.

Love to you and to everybody else

14v W b A

Howard
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AH INTRODU_CT_ION .TO.1COM

The International CO Meeting is an annual meeting which all co
movements are welcome to attend. Each meeting offers the
opportunity for COs to get to know to each other, to exchange
Information and ideas and to discuss ways of co operating. It
also is a place for"COs to formulate their demands and work out
strategies for the demilitarisation of society.

Each movement brings reports of its activities over the past year
and of changes in the situation of COs in 1ts country.

The i1dea of an international meeting was born in a WRI Berainar
Tesponses to conscription™ in 1981 Prados, France. The first
meeting took place 1in Copenhagen at,*the end of 1981, with only
about 15 North European COs takin% part. The second meeting 1in
January 1983 in Amsterdam called for May 15 to be a European-wide
CO Action Day when COS would campaign not just about the situation
in their own country hut. in another country too. This was later
changed to "International** CO Day at the suggestion of the WRI
Triennial in India. The focus countries so far have been: 1986
Greece, 1987 Yugoslavia, 1988 Poland and 1989 South Africa. Each
year, WRI has sent out a briefing about the focus country.

There were two international CO meetings in 1985: one in
Buckeburg, FRG, and one in Finland, 1in December 1985, attached to
the Youth and Conscription Symposium. It was agreed in future
that there should be one main common CO meeting each year.
Unfortunately, there was some confusion in 1986 and there were
international meetings 1in Greece and Vienna, Austria.

The 1987 meetinir - the first to be called ICOM - was 1in Barchenm,
the Netherlands: 1t had a wide range of representatives, 1including
East Europeans, and made statements on conscription, examination
of conscience, East-West networking, and civilian Rervice.

ICOM 1988 was 1in BohinJ, Slovenia, Yugoslavia with even broader
participation. ICOM 1989 was 1in Ayegui, Euskadi, the State of
Spain. This decided to adopt an issue, rather than a country, as
the theme for May 15 and prepared further discussion on women and
oilitarisation.

Each meeting 1is organised by the host group for that year, with
hoip from the host from the preceding TCOM. Between meetings, one
group acts as a central point for receiving and sending out
materials. WRI gives back-up when necessary.

It 1s hoped that the resolutions and declarations agreed by the
ICOMs will become the basic point of reference for all groups
working Internationally on the question of CO.
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Gruppe fiir Totalverweiger ung
Schottengasse 3a/l1/S9
lo)o Wieii, Austria Wien, 19.4.y0

Dear Friends £ AnuU militarists!

As you might already have heard, tIx" "Gruppe fiir Totalvecweigerung.,/Vif*nna is
preparing Uus years ICOM. The meeting will take place from the 29. June to the
1. July and will foe first time held held in our country.

This is out* first, official report & invitation - it will not. be the last - and is trying
to give you informations about how far our work is done.

we still have problems to get a good place for peoples accomodation and a sohco
for the meetings. So it might to that you will stay private during the two nights,
>ul it is possible that: wo get. a house in the near of v.ienna - we hope so. So far
t-liere is already a lot. of anti.militarists to come and join us meetly from tlv
eastern countryy, but there is a lot too we still await - so far planned

Following the main themes of the 1ICOM 30 - »me of them will be continued at
Uc cuscuusjon of the topics of last: year®s 1COM;

1) As our main goal in this yean? conference will be (and we hope you agree to
tlus} to net up contacts Ix-LwMwi the so called "Kasi." and "West" we try to build «
workgroup on that.

\ second, as imjx.ctant, theme we try to gain your interest, IS "wop -Ch and
rtnlil Arv*m"# which will bo piY'"“vurccd hy t her
Sf.ojii.sh yroujr;.
(Contact: San cceimc y San Dainian, 24 -2, 28012 Madrid, F.s"nna)

3 "CO and asylum policy” - This tiieme will be prepared by a Netherlandish group
(Contact. Varomyung Dicnstweager*ao, Puatbus 4802, 10uy AV Amsterdam, Holland)*

4) "Total resistance to civil service": We are not. sure, tiiat this theme will be
prepared by a finish group.
(Contact; Peace Station, Veturi Tun, 00020 Helsinki, Fmnland)

As you might have some other interesting additions to this proposal, we ask you to
wnte us about or to call us up.

And hero the provisional schedule for our meeting:

Fr. 29.6.1990: 17.00 Welcome at our office
(Adress and Map see below)
Sat. .30.6,90; 9.00 Breakfast

10-00 Reports from the participants countries
WCirWiryj Crrtupf:

13.00 r.unch

14.30 Working Groups (cont)

17.00 First reports of the w-groups
discussion

Sun. 1.7.1990: 9.00 Breakfast
HofOrends £ Diskussion about transnational
Nctwoik, Fut.ure Plans, Campaigns, ...
12.00 Lunch
Of.cn end

Wo hope this letl-er will ensure you to come.

Sx— yon in Summer ICOM 90 in Vitiuw;



FAX MESSACK from: WAR RESISTERS' INTERNATIONAL, London
telefax number: + 44-7J)-708 2545
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Gruppe fur Totalvcrweiger ung
Schottengasse 3a/l1/S9
lolo Wien, Austria Wien, 19.4.yo

Drat* Friends (, Anti militarists!

As you might already have heal'd, Ux" "Gruppe fur Totalverweigerung"VVienna is
preparing this years ICOM. The meeting will take place from the 29. June to the
1. July and will be first, time held held in our country.

This is our first official report & invitation - it will not be the last - and is trying
to give you informations about how far our work 1is done.

we stiii nave problems to get a good place for peoples accomodation and a srace
for the meetings. So it might fc* that you will stay private during the two night*,
but it is possible that: we get a house in the near of Vienna - we hope so. So far
tiicre is already a lot of antimilitarists to come and join us mostly from 1lx;
eastern countryy, but there is a lot too we still await - so far planned
Following the main themes of the 1COM 30 - some of them will be continued nt
Ur." discussion of the topics of last, year 3 I1COM:

.In tins years conference will be (and we hope you agree* to

D Ab out main goal
U “so n "West™ we tiy to build «

workgro” oTuSt!~” IxLwh *

:second, as imjx. ctant, theme we try to gain your interest, is "won ;u,
militArwm™, which will be pr~wred by th*
Sf.onish grouir;.
(Contact: nan came y San Damiaf, 24 26012 Madrid, Rspana)

. DOtcy” ““This ti,eme wm be fjrePAllcd by * Netherlandish group.
(Contact. Vmrwmjung tUCnsUw eager-flat,, Pustbus 4802, 10U9 AV Amsterdam, Holland)

4) "Total resistance to civil service”: We are not sure, tliat this theme will be
prepared by a finish group.
(Contact- Peace Station, Vcturi Tori, 00020 Helsinki, Finnland)

As you might have some other interesting additions to this proposal, we ask you to
wnto us about or to call us up. we a.,* %/lou to



And her* the provisional schedule for our meeting:

Fr. 29.6,1990: 17.00 Welcome at our office
(Adress and Map tsoe below)
fia-. J0.6.90: 9.00 Breakfast

10.00 Keports from the participants countries
Working] Groupr:

13.00 Lunch

14.30 Working Groups (cont)

17.00 First reports of the v -grouts
cujjeufiRion

fiun. 1.7.1990: 9.00 Bi"cakf&"jt
RefOrends £, Diskussrion about transnational
Network, Fut.uie plans, Campaigns...
12.0f) Lunch
Open end

We hope tills letter will ensure you to come.

Sec- yon in Siuthme*- rtt ICOM 00 in VAuit/iai



suider-afrika

koinnnia

\southern africa
koinonta : KOINONIA TEMBISA REGION
Irll:)?r?clyfwli?u afrika P.O. BOX 12346
| afrika borwa CHLOORKOP
I koinonia 1624
'suider-afrika

VKkoinonia PHONE: 9241750

Southern africa

koinonia

El May 1990

Mr R. Payne

Enc Conscription Campaign
P.0. Box 537

Kengray

2100

Dear Mr Payne

With reference to our telephone conversation today, | enclose
a statement -from my brother presently residing in the U.K.. As
you will see, he left the country in 1978 and now would like to
enquire what his legal status is with particular reference to his
return to this country.

Could you please advise me of the implications of his return if
any? Do you see the current political climate impacting on his
position 1in any way?

We would be deeply obliged if you could give your advice in this
regard .

Yours in peace

BARRY POPPLETON
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