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DURBAN ECC AGM 14 MAY 1990

The fact that  the EC C  is h a v i n g  an A G M  h e r e  to e l e c t  a n e w  Exec. 
C o m m i t t e e  is e v i d e n c e  t ha t  w e do n ot b e l i e v e  t h e  t i m e  is y et  r i p e  
for us to d i s b a n d .  W h i l e  w e  h o p e  o u r  l i f e  as an o r g a n i s a t i o n  
wi ll  c o m e  to an e n d  w i t h i n  t he  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  o ur  a s s e s s m e n t  of the 
s i t u a t i o n  is that  t h e r e  is s t i l l  w o r k  f o r  us to do.

M y  t a s k  is to o u t l i n e  s o m e  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  o f  
i m p o r t a n c e  in o u r  w o r k  in the c o m i n g  m o n t h s .

1. Fi rs t l y ,  o u r  p r i o r i t y  r e m a i n s  to e n d  c o n s c r i p t i o n .  D e s p i t e  
e n c o u r a g i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w h i c h  w e  h o p e  w i l l  l e a d  t o  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  a c l i m a t e  f o r  g e n u i n e  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  t h e  
m a c h i n e r y  o f  t h e  a p a r t h e i d  s t a t e  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  f i r m l y  in 
p l a c e .  D e s p i t e  t h e  e u p h o r i a  w e  m a y  r i g h t l y  f e e l  a b o u t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  v i c t o r i e s  w o n  in o u r  s t r u g g l e  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n  we 
m u s t  not let t ha t b l i n d  us to t h is  g r i m  r e a l i t y  : th e SA 
s t a t e  r e m a i n s  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  u n d e m o c r a t i c  & u n j u s t  & 
r e p r e s e n t s  o n l y  th e i n t e r e s t s  of a w h i t e  m i n o r i t y .  T he  S A D F  
s t i l l  r e m a i n s  t h e  l a s t  b a s t i o n  t o  p r e s e r v e  a p a r t h e i d  
m i n o r i t y  d o m i n a t i o n .

Ou r  goal  of e n d i n g  c o n s c r i p t i o n  t h e r e f o r e  r e m a i n s  v a l i d  & we 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to w o r k  t o w a r d s  t h a t  end. W e a l s o  w e l c o m e  the 
A N C ’s n o n - c o n s c r i p t i o n  p o l i c y  for a p o s t - a p a r t h e i d  S o u t h  
A f r i c a .

2. F r o m  that it f o l l o w s  tha t c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  r e m a i n s  a 
v a l i d  p o l i t i c a l  c h o i c e .  W e  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  c o n t i n u e  to 
c a m p a i g n  f o r  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  a ll o b j e c t o r s  f r o m  jail,  f o r  the  
s u s p e n s i o n  o f  a l l  CO t r i a l s  & f o r  t h e  c h a n g i n g  o f  
l e g i s l a t i o n  s o  t h a t CO is not  a c r i m i n a l  o f f e n c e .  C O ’s are 
n o t  c r i m i n a l s !  O b j e c t o r s  s h o u l d  b e  h o n o u r e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  
c r i m i n a l i s e d .  H o p e f u l l y  in a n e w  SA t h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n .  I 
h a v e  a v i s i o n  o f  a l l  o b j e c t o r s  w h o  w e r e  j a i l e d  b e i n g  
a p p o i n t e d  in t h e  n e w  SA to h e a d  up a c o l l e c t i v e  M i n i s t r y  of 
D e f e n c e ,  w h o s e  m a n d a t e  f r o m  P r e s i d e n t  M a n d e l a  w i l l  b e  to 
d i s m a n t l e  t he  SADF.

T h e i r  f i r s t  t a s k  w i l l  b e  to g e t  a S A A F  h e l i c o p t e r  a n d  
d i s p a t c h  M a g n u s  M a l a n  o f f  on a p e r m a n e n t  s a b b a t i c a l  to 
C h i l e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a l i f e t i m e ’s s u p p l y  o f  a r m y  d o g -  
b i s c u i t s .  T h e i r  n e x t  t a s k  w i l l  be  to f i n d  c r e a t i v e  w a y s  of 
c o n v e r t i n g  c a s s p i r s  & b u f f e l s  i n t o  c o m f o r t a b l e  v e h i c l e s  for 
p e o p l e ’s p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t ,  a n d  t u r n i n g  B e d f o r d s  i n t o  b u s  
s h e l t e r s .  T h e y  w i l l  c o n v e r t  n a v y  b a t t l e - s h i p s  i n t o  p l e a s u r e  
c r u i s e r s  to the n e w l y  c r e a t e d  P e o p l e ’s P e a c e  P a r k  on R o b b e n  
Island. T h e y  w i l l  c o n v e r t  A r m s c o r  f a c t o r i e s  i n t o  w a r e h o u s e s  
f o r  s e l f - h e l p  p r o j e c t s .  D e t e n t i o n  b a r r a c k s  w i l l  b e  
d e m o l i s h e d  & t u r n e d  i n t o  m a r k e t  g a r d e n s .  T h e  w a l l s  a r o u n d  
N a t a l  C o m m a n d  w i l l  be  u s e d  to f o r m  a n o t h e r  f i s h i n g  p i e r  and 
t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i n s i d e  w i l l  b e  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a c c e s s a b l e ,  
o p e n - p l a n  A N C  o f f i c e s .  R1 r i f l e s  w i l l  b e  u s e d  as s t a k e s  in



a n a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  t o  r e c l a i m  s o i l - e r o d e d  l a n d .  T h e  
s u b m a r i n e s  w i l l  be g r o u n d e d  an d u s e d  as m a s s i v e  d i p - t a n k s  
w i t h  y e l l o w ,  o r a n g e ,  g re en , b l u e  & p u r p l e  dye. All a r m y  
u n i f o r m s  w i l l  b e  d i p p e d  a n d  on e p i e c e  of  c l o t h i n g  h a n d e d  to 
e v e r y o n e .  We w i l l  t h e n  j o i n  h a n d s  in ou r m u l t i - c o l o u r e d  
c l o t h e s  a n d  t o i - t o i  t o g e t h e r  in t h e  s t r e e t s  s i n g i n g  " L e t  
t h e r e  be w a r  no  m o r e ! "  Well,  y o u ’ve got to h a v e  d r e a m s . . .  
No w  b a c k  to r e a l i t y .  T h a t  w a s  m y  p e r s o n a l  d r e a m  b y  the way, 
a nd not o f f i c i a l  EC C p o l i c y  (yet!).

3. A n o t h e r  a r e a  of w o r k  fo r us is t h e  s a f e  r e t u r n  of  e x i l e d  
o b j e c t o r s .  We h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  to get t h i s  issue, as w e l l  
as the r e l e a s e  of o b j e c t o r s  f r o m  p r i s o n ,  o n t o  th e n a t i o n a l  
n e g o t i a t i o n s  a g e n d a .  We h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  in c o n t a c t  & h a d  
m e e t i n g s  w i t h  C O S A W R ,  the o r g a n i s a t i o n  of e x i l e d  o b j e c t o r s ,  
in p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  r e t u r n .  W e  h o p e  t o  h a v e  a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  t h e m  at o u r  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  l a t e r  
thi s mo n th .

4. We  are d e t e r m i n e d  to b u i l d  n o n r a c i a l i s m  in to  ou r p r o g r a m s  & 
c a m p a i g n s .  We w a n t  to b u i l d  a s o u n d  b a s i s  for c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
a n d  a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  AN C,  t h e  C i v i c s ,  S A Y C O  & o t h e r  U D F  
a f f i l i a t e s ,  as w e l l  as w i t h  o u r  t r a d i t i o n a l  a l l i e s  in the 
w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y .  We w a n t  to e m b o d y  m o r e  & m o r e  now, the  
n o n r a c i a l  s o c i e t y  we ar e w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s .

5. A n o t h e r  i s s u e  w e  w i l l  b e  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n  to is t h e  C i v i l  
C o - o p e r a t i o n  B u r e a u .  I d o n ’t t h i n k  e v e n  E C C  at its c r e a t i v e  
h e i g h t  c o u l d  c o m e  up w i t h  s u c h  an O r w e l l i a n  a n d  c y n i c a l  n a m e  
for an o r g a n i s a t i o n  w h o s e  c h i e f  a im  is to e l i m i n a t e  u n c o ­
o p e r a t i v e  c i v i l i a n s .

O u r  c o n c e r n  is t h a t  no t e n o u g h  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  is b e i n g  
p a i d  to t h i s  s c a n d a l .  W e  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  e m b a r k i n g  on  a 
c a m p a i g n  c a l l i n g  for

* the  r e s i g n a t i o n  of a c c o u n t a b l e  M i n i s t e r s

* a g u a r e n t e e  of s u s p e n s i o n  of all C C B  c e l l s  & a c t i v i t i e s

* t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  H a r m s  C o m m i s s i o n ’s b r i e f  to  
i n c l u d e  e x t e r n a l  a s s a s s i n a t i o n s ,  b o m b i n g s  etc.

6. Lastly, we  w a n t  to be p a r t  of  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  in w h a t e v e r  w a y  
m i g h t  b e  h e l p f u l ,  o f  b r i n g i n g  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  c a r n a g e  & 
r e s t o r i n g  p e a c e  t o  N a t a l .  W e  a r e  at  p r e s e n t  d o i n g  
m o n i t o r i n g  w o r k .  T h e  f u t u r e ,  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  m a y  m a k e  o t h e r  d e m a n d s  o f  us.

P e r h a p s  at this  p o i n t  I s h o u l d  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  th e i s s u e  of 
tr o o p s  in the t o w n s h i p s .  O u r  p o s i t i o n  r e m a i n s  the s a m e  : th ey  
s h o u l d  be  out. Th is  is s t i l l  o ne of t h e  f a c t o r s  on t he  n a t i o n a l  
a g e n d a  for the c r e a t i o n  of a c l i m a t e  fo r  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  Th e  fact 
t h a t  we  a r e  g i v i n g  q u a l i f i e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  in 
c e r t a i n  t o w n s h i p s  w h e r e  the p e o p l e  h a v e  a s k e d  t h e m  in, d o e s  not



m e a n  th at  w e  h a v e  c h a n g e d  ou r v i e w  of th e  SADF, or th at  th e  S A D F  
has s u d d e n l y  c h a n g e d  its s po ts . We r e c o g n i s e  thi s c r y  for t h e i r  
p r e s e n c e  as n ot so m u c h  a p r a i s e - s o n g  fo r  th e m i l i t a r y  as an 
i n d i c t m e n t  on the p o l i c e  for t h e i r  d i s m a l  f a i l u r e  to f u l f i l  t h e i r  
rol e as an e f f e c t i v e ,  n e u t r a l  p e a c e k e e p i n g  force. Th e SADF, in 
t h e s e  areas, has b e c o m e  the b e t t e r  of two ev ils.

So, in c o n c l u s i o n ,  w e  h a v e  p l e n t y  o f  w o r k  to do. W e  h o p e  s o o n  to 
r e a c h  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  o u r  c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t e n c e  is n o  l o n g e r  
w a r r a n t e d  & w e  c a n  t h e n  p u t  o u r  e n e r g i e s  i n t o  o t h e r  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  That  p o i n t  has u n f o r t u n a t e l y  not a r r i v e d  yet. 
So, w h i l e  y o u ’ve s t i l l  got the  c h a n c e ,  w h y  d o n ’t y o u  j o i n  us for 
the fi n a l  p u s h ?

Bo b G o l d m a n
D u r b a n  ECC C h a i r p e r s o n
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FAX MESSAGE from; WAR RESISTERS' INTERNATIONAL, London
telefax number: + 44-71-708 2545

to: Mandy Taylor, ECC, +27-11 8366931 

May 18, 1990 

Dear Mandy

Lovely to get your letter and the update. Exactly a year after I arrived back from S.A. I've been 
worrying about communications with CO SG /ECC - I was just saying as much yesterday to a certain 
Mike Evans.

Was Doug's trial postponed on Monday? 1 faxed Paul Boulle at the People's Computer Bureau at the 
beginning of the week asking the same question. And Jacqui has been out of her office.

Following on from this fax will be the basic circular from ICOM. The idiots omit any phone number, so 
try +43 (Austria) ] (Vienna) 6380653. It isn't actually the group organising it but it's a CO which shares 
tko warr»e frddroes* I eont tklc circular to C06A W R but !u\ vCn't whether thty will I
A% v r w u * u  1 / v  K V 'W V *  c - e n v *  a  v r u i i u u i  i t a  m e  i u v / m  «?i i r y i n ^  m  n a u r c s s  w o m e n  « U \ U  l i U i l t r t l l S m  tiling y t ^ i r .

(Sometimes tnere ore no women there.)

A130 there'll be An t\f(l lintion form from WRI. I laisevl llii* quegliun with COSG and Rob tells me It 
slipped off the agenda, but I should re-raise it for either COSG or ECC. Basically if the organisation as 
rt whole can agree with the Declaration (individual members don't have to it's as long os (he 
organisation pledges itself not to support any kind of war) then either could become Associates.

t i n  t K c i r  <■>»•* * C < y  l » M t  t t <  i C i k o i t  £ 4 0  M  J ' C U i  V\.» V cr» »  lilt? VOv*l?>* T l t l S  tllllllL'S

you to vote at our Triennials and to send observers to our annual Council meetings —  and to show that 
you're not part of a worldwide communist conspiracy, etc ... Anyway, I'm enclosing that form by way 
of putting the question back on the agenda.

There hasn't been a WRI Newsletter since March — instead the April-May issue was a joint production 
with the US Nonviolent Activist. And now we've suspended publication so that we can co-publish Peace 
News as a monthly. That will go to all WRI Newsletter recipients, including COSG, and which actually 
improve the circulation of our news dramatically.

I hope the ECC confcrcncc next weekend is a great success.

Love to you and to everybody else

Howard
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Londen DC17 1fL 

England 

Tell London 703 7109
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s r  s r ? *  “ * * r  “uh “ • «  -  — «— * « « - * .o rg a n is a t io n  may bccome e S ec tion  o f the  U fll,

Name of Organisation!

Addressi ..................

........... .......................................... Tel.......................

P in rr. pnt) da lo  0 f  f ound<itiori ................ ..........  ^

Officers (If any)» .............................

Statement of purpose of aims (pleasa attach)

If It's a member organisation, 

approximate number of members ....

basis of membership (eg statement, pledge) .........................  (pleaso >Uach)

C o n s t i tu t io n  e n d /o r ru le s  (p le a se  a tta c h )

Publications produced (pleas* pncloc© eoploa of leefiets) ..........

Association/affiliation with other Qroups, organisations

S ize o f s t a f f ,  i f  any ....................... rjLjmt)er o f lo c a l gro(jps

D e ta ils  o f m e m *  a c t i v i t i e s  and p r o j9Cts  (p lease  a tta c h ) 

S igna tu re  o f o f f ic e r /p a rs o n  a u th o r is e d  by g roup i

Oats end p lace  ........................... ..

(Dr encloao « .,taUi,„c, ,1 epprouoa oy members of your organisation)



AN INTR0DUCTJ.0N .TO. .I COM

The International CO Meeting is an annual meeting which all co 
m o v e m e n t s  ar© w e l c o m e  t o  a t t e n d .  Each meptlnff o f f e r B  t h e  
opportunity for COs to get to know to each other, to exchange 
Information and i d e a s  and to discuss ways of co o p e r a t i n g .  It 
also is a place for COs to formulate their demands and work out 
strategies for the demilitarisation of Bociety.

Each movement brings reports of its activities over the past year 
and of changes in the situation of COs in its country.

The idea of an international meeting was born in a WRI seminar 
"responses to conscription* in 1981 Prados, France. The first 

^  meeting took place in Copenhagen at,*the end of 1981, with only 
about 15 North European COs taking part. The second meeting in 
J a n u a r y  1 9 8 3  in A m s t e r d a m  c a l l e d  for May 15 to be a E u r o p e a n - w i d e  
CO Action Day when COS would campaign not just about the situation 
in their own country hut. in another country too. This was later 
changed to "International*’ CO Day at the suggestion of the WRI 
Triennial in India. The focus countries so far have been: 1986 
Greece, 1987 Yugoslavia, 1988 Poland and 1989 South Africa. Each 
year, WRI has sent out a briefing about the focus country.

There were two international CO meetings in 1985: one in 
Buckeburg, FRO, and one In Finland, In December 1985, attached to 
the Youth and Conscription Symposium. It was agreed in future 
that there should be one main common CO meeting each year. 
Unfortunately, there was Bome confusion in 1986 and there were 
international meetings in Greece and Vienna, Austria.

The 1 9 8 7  meeting: - the first to be called ICOM - was in Barchem, 
the Netherlands: it had a wide range of representatives, Including

O  East Europeans, and made statements on conscription, examination 
of c o n s c i e n c e ,  E a s t - W e s t  networking, and civilian service.

ICOM 1988 was in BohinJ, Slovenia, Yugoslavia with even broader 
participation. ICOM 1989 waB in Ayegui, Euskadi, the State of 
Spain. This decided to adopt an issue, rather than a country, as 
the theme for May 15 and prepared further discussion on women and 
militarisation.

Each meeting is organised by the host group for that year, with 
help from the host from the preceding TCJOM. Between meetings, one 
group acts as a central point for receiving and sending out 
materials. WRI gives back-up when necessary.

It is hoped that the resolutions and declarations agreed by the 
ICOMs will become the basic point of reference for all groups 
working Internationally on the question of CO.



Gruppe fur Totalverweiger ung 
Schot.tengasse 3fi/l/S9
lolo Wien, Austria Wien, 19.4.90

D o a r  F r ie n d s  (, A n t i  m i l i t a r is t s !

As you might already have hoard, Uy>. "Gruppa fur Totalvecweigerung'VVicnna is 
preparing U u s  years I C O M .  The meeting will take place from the 29, June to the 
1. July and will be £insfc time held held in our counti"y*

This is our first official report U invitation - it will not. be the last - and is fcrvinq 
to give you inf or[nations about Ivow far our work is done. ‘

w e  still have problems to get a good place for peoples accomodation and a space 
for the meetings. So it might be that you will stay private during the t w o  nights 
but it is possible that: w e  get a house in the near of Vienna - w e  hope so, So far 
there is already a lot. of anti militarists to c o m e  and join us mostly from tlv* 
eastern countrys, but tJiere is a lot too w e  sti.ll await - so far- planned 
Following the main themes of the I C O M  '90 - s o m e  of them will to cciitinuod at 
tto discussion of the topics of last, year's IC O M:

1) As our main goal in this years conference will be (and w e  hope you acinx* to 
tfuR) to not up contacts U - t w w n  the so called "tost" and "West" w e  tav to „
workgroup on that.

", . second, as imix ctant, t h e m e  w e  try to gain your interest, is "wo™.cm .md 
i m h f w h i c h  wj11 bo piY^xarcd by t_hor 
Spnnish group;.

(Contact; San ccsme y San D a m i a’n, 24 -X, 28012 Madrid, Ffcpana)

c 0  arid a^ /]uin l>olicy" - This theme will be prepared by a Netherlandish qrouo 
Lon I Act* Voron.yung Dienstweigeraao, Fustbus 4802, 10U9 A V  Amsterdam, Holland)

4) "Total resistance to civil service": W e  are not sure, tiiut tills theme will b? 
prepared by a fumsli group.

(Contact- Peace Station, Vcturi Tori, 00920 Helsinki Fmnland)

As you might have som e other interesting additions to this proposal, w e  ask you tr> 
w n t e  us about or to call us up. ^  4 1 you tr)



A n d  here the provisional schedule for our meeting:

Fr. 29.6.1990: 17.00 W e l c o m e  at our office 
IA dress and M a p  below)

Sat. JO.6.90: 9.00 Breakfast

10-00 keports from the participants countries
W o r k i n g  Cioupfj

J 3.00 Lunch

M . 3 0  W orking G roups (confc)
17.00 First reports of the w -grouts 
cu.'Aca^ion

Sun. 1.7.1990: 9.00 Bionkiarit

R cferends f. Diskusston about transnational 
N etw ork , Future P lans, C am paign s,.....

1 2 . 0 0  Lunch y 
O fon  end

i*c hope this lower will ensure you to come.

See you in finmmer at J C O M  90 in Vienna!

\



*
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FAX MESSAGE fromr WAR RESISTERS' INTERNATIONAL, London
telefax number: +  44-71-708 2545

to: Mandy Taylor, ECC, +27-11 8366931 

May 18, 1990 

Dear Mandy

Lovely to get your letter and the update. Exactly a year after I arrived back from S.A. I've been 
worrying about communications with C O SC/ECC  - I was Just saying as much yesterday to a certain 
Mike Evans.

Was Doug's trial postponed on Monday? 1 faxed Paul Boulle at the People's Computer Bureau at the 
beginning of the week asking the seme question. And Jacqui has been out of her office.

Following on from this fax will be the basic circular from ICOM. The idiots omit any phone number, so 
try +43 (Austria) 1 (Vienna) 6380653 It isn't actually the group organising it but it's a CO which shares
iho sam e  s»ddroee. I ecn t this circular to C O SA W R bui haven't w h eth er they will itLntw jnled.
At w w r t i u  a s v  M V M M  C - U I U  *t W U U U U t  U a  lllC i U V / W  \ r y \ l \ £  C O  A U U  T C 3 3  W O m e f l  H l \ < X  l l U i l l A i  iSi 11 tlllS ytfftf-

(Sometimes there are no women there.)

Also there'll be an  affiliation form  from  WRI. 1 raised this ijuestion with COSG and Rot> tells me it 
slipped off the agenda, but 1 should re-raise it for either COSG or ECC. Basically if the organisation as
*  whole can agree with the D eclaration  (individual members d on 't h av e  to  it's as long on the 
organisation pledge* itself not to support any kind of war) then either could become Associates.

tit* I k  a i r  t n v n  r\ o  «\ / c c ,  l > M t  * » <  i C c k o n  u L v u (  G + 0  w  J r C M l  tt' V C l »  lilt? V U O l f * .  T l l l S  t i t l l l l U S

you to vote at our Triennials and to send observers to our annual Council meetings — And to show that 
you're not part of a worldwide communist conspiracy, etc ... Anyway, I'm enclosing that form by way 
of putting the question back on the agenda.

There hasn't boon a WRI Newsletter since March — instead the April-May issue was a joint production 
with the US Nonviolent Activist. And now we've suspended publication so that we can co-publish Peace 
News as a monthly. That will go to all WRI Newsletter recipients, including COSG, and which actually 
improve the circulation of our news dramatically.

I hope the ECC confcrence next weekend is a great success.

Love to you and to everybody else

! 4 v  W b A

Howard



AH INTR0DU_CT_I0N .TO.I COM

The International CO Meeting is an annual meeting which all co 
movements are welcome to attend. Each meeting offers the 
opportunity for COs to get to know to each other, to exchange 
Information and ideas and to discuss ways of co operating. It 
also is a place for'COs to formulate their demands and work out 
strategies for the demilitarisation of society.

Each movement brings reports of its activities over the past year 
and of changes in the situation of COs in its country.

The idea of an international meeting was born in a WRI Berainar 
’’responses to conscription" in 1981 Prados, France. The first 

^  meeting took place in Copenhagen at,*the end of 1981, with only 
about 15 North European COs taking part. The second meeting in 
J a n u a r y  1983 in A m s t e r d a m  c a l l e d  for May 15 to be a E u r o p e a n - w i d e  
CO Action Day when COS would campaign not just about the situation 
in their o w n  c o u n t r y  hut. in another country too. This was later 
changed to "International** CO Day at the suggestion of the WRI 
Triennial in India. The focus countries so far have been: 1986 
Greece, 1987 Yugoslavia, 1988 Poland and 1989 South Africa. Each 
year, WRI has sent out a briefing about the focus country.

There were two international CO meetings in 1985: one in 
Buckeburg, FRG, and one in Finland, in December 1985, attached to 
the Youth and Conscription Symposium. It was agreed in future 
that there should be one main common CO meeting each year. 
Unfortunately, there was some confusion in 1986 and there were 
international meetings in Greece and Vienna, Austria.

The 1987 meetinir - the first to be called ICOM - was in Barchem, 
the Netherlands: it had a wide range of representatives, including 

L/ East Europeans, and made statements on conscription, examination 
of conscience, East-West networking, and civilian Rervice.

ICOM 1988 was in BohinJ, Slovenia, Yugoslavia with even broader 
participation. ICOM 1989 was in Ayegui, Euskadi, the State of 
Spain. This decided to adopt an issue, rather than a country, as 
the theme for May 15 and prepared further discussion on women and 
oilitarisation.

Each meeting is organised by the host group for that year, with 
hoip from the host from the preceding TCOM. Between meetings, one 
group acts as a central point for receiving and sending out 
materials. WRI gives back-up when necessary.

It is hoped that the resolutions and declarations agreed by the 
ICOMs will become the basic point of reference for all groups 
working Internationally on the question of CO.
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WAX KLSISIfnS INTERNATIONAL (WRI) 

6'j Dawns StrciuL 

London DC1? 1Fl 

England 

Teli London 703 7109

Aprn.jCAiicrj for a t f il im io n

t x z z ,o — * -  -  -

S T T  W^ Cl' “9;e0 " lth thiS s U U i "ent n«y become AshqcIoUs of the unit if Bu„ry lllBIIi,or of 
B group/organisation 1b required personally to agree with this or .n equivalent, statement 

then the organisation ma/ bccome a Section of the UfU. * ’

Name of Organisation!

Addresst

.. ............. .......................................... ........................ Teli ..............

PJar.(* end data of foundation

Officers (if any)» .........................

Statement of purpose or aims (please attach)

If it'a a member organisation, 

approximate number of members ....

basis of membership (eg statement, pledge) .........................  (pleBSD attach)

Constitution and/or rules (please attach)

Publications produced (pleaaa p n d o c e  copies of leaflets)

Association/affiliation with other groups, organisations

Si2 e of Staff, if any ............  Number of local groups

Details of recent activities and projects (please attach) 

Signature of officer/porson authorised by group*

Date and place ....................... .

{Dr enelooo . staU,,,*, ,l approved py members nf your organisation)



« Gruppe fiir Totalverweiger ung 
Schottengasse 3a/l/S9

lo)o Wieii, Austria Wien, 19.4.y0

Dear Friends f> A nU militarists!

As you might already have heard, tlx' "Gruppe fiir Totalvecweigerunq,,/Vif*nna is 
preparing U u s  years I C O M .  The meeting will take place from the 2 9. June to the 
1. July and will foe first time held held in our country.

This is out* first-, official report & invitation - it will not. be the last - and is tryinq 
t.o give you informations about how far our work is done.

w e  still have problems to get a good place for peoples accomodation and a sohco 
for the meetings. So it might to that you will stay private during the t w o  nights, 
:>ul it is possible that: w o  get. a house in the near of v.ienna - w e  hope so. So far 
t-liere is already a lot. of anti.militarists to c o m e  and join us meetly from tlv 
eastern countryy, but there is a lot too w e  still await - so far planned 
Following the main themes of the I C O M  ’90 - » m e  of them will be continued at 
U c  cuscuusjon of the topics of last: year's I C OM ;

1) As our main goal in this yean? conference will be (and w e  hope you agree to 
tJus} to net up contacts lx-Lw^wi the so called "Kasi." and "West" w e  try to build « 
workgroup on that.

\ second, as im jx.ctant, t h e m e  w e  try to gain your interest, is " w o p .c*n and 
r tn l i !  A rv * m " # w h ic h  w i l l  b o  piY '^vurccJ h y  t_hcr 
S f.o jii.sh  y r o u j r ; .

(Contact: San cceimc y San Dainia’n, 24 -2, 28012 Madrid, F.s^nna)

3) " C O  and asylum policy" - This tiieme will be prepared by a Netherlandish group 
(Contact. Varomyung Dicnstw eager* a o, Puatbus 4802, 10uy A V  Amsterdam, Holland)’

4) "Total resistance to civil service": W e  are not. sure, tiiat this theme will be 
prepared by a finish group.

(Contact; Peace Station, Veturi Tun, 00020 Helsinki, Fmnland)

As you might have so m e  other interesting additions to this proposal, w e  ask you to 
w n t e  us about or to call us up.

A n d  hero the provisional schedule for our meeting:

Fr. 29.6.1990: 17.00 W e l c o m e  at our office 
(Adress and M a p  see below)

Sat. .30.6,90; 9.00 Breakfast

10-00 Reports from the participants countries
W C ir W i ryj C r r tu p f:

1 3.00 r.unch

14.30 Working Groups (cont)
17.00 First reports of the w-groups
discussion

Sun. 1.7.1990: 9.00 Breakfast

H of Or ends f. Diskussion about transnational 
Nctwoik, Fut.ure Plans, Campaigns,...

12.00 Lunch 
Of.cn end

W o  hope this let.l-.er will ensure you to come.

Sex.-, yon in S u m m e r  I C O M  90 in Vi^iuw;



FAX MESSACK from: WAR RESISTERS' INTERNATIONAL, London
telefax number: + 44-7J-708 2545
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Gruppe fur Totalvcrweiger ung 
Schottengasse 3a/l/S9
lolo Wien, Austria Wien, 19.4.yo

Drat* Friends (, Anti militarists!

As you might already have heal'd, Ux' "Gruppe fur Totalverweigerung'VVienna is 
preparing this _ years I C O M .  The meeting will take place from the 29. June to the 
1. July and will be first, time held held in our country.

This is our first official report & invitation - it will not be the last - and is tryinq 
t.o give you informations about how far our work is done.

w e  stiii nave problems to get a good place for peoples accomodation and a srace 
for the meetings. So it might fc* that you will stay private during the t w o  night*, 
but it is possible that: w e  get a house in the near of Vienna - w e  hope so. So far 
tiicre is already a lot of anti militarists to c o m e  and join us mostly from 1_h<; 
eastern countryy, but there is a lot too w e  still await - so far planned 

Following the main themes of the I C O M  ’90 - s o m e  of them will be continued nt 
Ur.' discussion of the topics of last, year’s ICOM :

1) Ab out main goal .in tins years conference will be (and w e  hope you agree* to 

w o r k g r o ^  o T u S t ! ^  lxLw^ '  U ‘° so ^  "West" w e  tiy to build «

: second, as imjx. ctant, t h e m e  w e  try to gain your interest, is "won ,-u, 
militArwm", which will be p r ^ w r e d  by th*
Sf.onish grouir;.

(Contact: nan c a m e  y San D a m i a’n, 24 26012 Madrid, Rspana)

1>0̂ cy" “ This ti,eme w m  lx> fjrePAl1cd bY * Netherlandish group. 
(Contact. Vmrwmjung tUcnsUw eager-flat,, Pustbus 4802, 10U9 A V  Amsterdam, Holland)

4) "Total resistance to civil service": W e  are not sure, tliat this theme will be 
prepared by a finish group.

(Contact- Peace Station, Vcturi Tori, 00020 Helsinki, Finnland)

As you might have s o m e  other interesting additions to this proposal, w e  ask you t o  
w n t o  us about or to call us up. w e  a.,* you t o



A n d  her* the provisional schedule for our meeting:

Fr. 29.6,1990: 17.00 W e l c o m e  at our office 
(Adress and M a p  tsoe below) 

fiat-. JO.6.90: 9.00 Breakfast

10.00 Keports from the participants countries
Working] Groupr:
13.00 Lunch

14.30 Working Groups (cont)
1 7.00 First reports of the v -grouts
cujjcufiRion

fiun. 1.7.1990: 9.00 Bi'cakf&'jt

Ref ©rends f, Diskussrion about transnational
Network, Fut.uie plans, Campaigns...

12.Of) Lunch 
Open end

W e  hope tills letter will ensure you to come.

Sec- yon in Siutn me*- rtt I C O M  00 in VAuit/iai
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P H O N E :  9 2 4 —1 75 0

El May 1990 

Mr R. P a y n e
Enc C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  
P.O. Box 537 
K e n g r a y  
2100

Dear Mr P a y n e

With r e f e r e n c e  to our t e l e p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  today, I e n c l o s e  
a s t a t e m e n t  -from my b r o t h e r  p r e s e n t l y  r e s i d i n g  in the U.K.. As 
you will see, he left the c o u n t r y  in 1978 and now w o u l d  like to 
e n q u i r e  what his legal s t a t u s  is wi t h  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  to his 
r e t u r n  to this c o u n t r y .

Could you p l e a s e  a d v i s e  me of the i m p l i c a t i o n s  of his r e t u r n  if 
a n y ?  Do you see the c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  i m p a c t i n g  on his 
p o s i t i o n  in any w a y ?

We w ould be d e e p l y  o b l i g e d  if y o u  c o u l d  g i v e  your a d v i c e  in this 
re g a r d  .

Y o u r s  in p e a c e

B A R R Y  P O P P L E T O N
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