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A MEMORIAL MEETING  

TO CELEBRATE THE LIFE OF

HAROLD WOLPE
JAN UARY 141926 - JAN UARY 19 1996

SATU RDAY 23 R D MARCH

SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN STUDIES 
LONDON



PROGRAMM E

INTRODUCTION:

SAMI ZUBA IDA

SPEAKERS:

RONALD SEGAL 
M AX IN E M OLYNEUX 

AND ILE M ASEKO 
M ARY  MCINTOSH 

STAN COHEN

EM ILY SECAL, PIANO : 
ANDANTE FROM CONCERTO IN 

C M AJOR (K.467) - M OZART

SPEAKERS:

SHAWN SLOVO 
RUSTY BERNSTEIN 
N ICHOLAS WOLPE 
M ENDI M SIM ANG

EM ILY SECAL, PIANO

THE N ATIONAL AN TH EM : NKOSI SIKELEL' IA FR IKA  
SUNG BY AND ILE MASEKO

REFRESHMENTS



HAROLD WOLPE

Harold Wolpe was deeply involved in the making of the new South Africa. He had 

been an activist against apartheid before his escape to Britain, was a theoretician of 

the movement during twenty seven years of exile and went back in 1991 to play a 

part in  forming higher education policy.

A member of the Communist Party and of the ANC and a practising lawyer, he took 

up many political cases and drafted the disciplinary procedures for the UmKhonto 

we Sizwe, the miltary arm of the ANC. He would undoubtedly have been among the 

Rivonia trialists in  1963 , had he and three comrades not managed a dram atic escape 

from prison and from South Africa.

Once in England, and re united with his wife and children, he turned to teaching 

sociology, at Bradford University, the Polytechnic of North London and from 1973 

at Essex University. He was one of a small group who founded the Marxist journal 

Economy and Society in  the early 70s. His major contribution was an exemplary 

analysis in  which he argued that apartheid was a distinctive system for providing 

cheap labour in  South African capitalism - as well as being unjust and racist. He was 

involved in  setting up the Solomon Mahlangu College in Tanzania. In the late 1980s 

he ran a project Research on Education in  South Africa, funded through the Ruth 

First Memorial Trust. This was the work hie was to continue once i t  became possible 

for the exiles to return. He set up the Education Policy Unit a tthe  University of the 

Western Cape and it was there that he was based until he died, hours after 

completing a major report for the National Commission on Higher Education.

His wife AnnMarie lives in Cape Town, his son Nicholas in  Johannesburg and his 

daughters Peta and Tessa and grandchildren Jonathan and Alicia in London.

ACTIV IST INTELLECTUAL EDUCATOR



N KO S I S IK ELEL ' IA F R IK A

Nkosi sikelel’ iAfrika 
M aluphakamis’ uphondo lwayo 

Yizwa im ithandazo yethu  
U sisikelele, usisikele

Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika 
M aluphakamis’ uphondo lwayo 

Yizwa im ithandazo yethu  
Nkosi sikelela, Thina lusapho lwayo

Woza Moya (woza, woza)
Woza Moya, oytngcwele 

Nkosi sikelela  
Thina lusapho lwayo

M orenaboloka Sechaba sa heso 
0  fedise dintwa le m atswenyeho  
Morena boloka Sechaba sa heso  

0  fedise dintwa le  m atswenyeho

0  sc boloke, o se boloke 
0  se boloke, o se boloke 

Sechaba sa heso, Sechaba sa heso  
0  se boloke Morena, o se boloke 
0  se boloke Sechaba, o se boloke 

Sechaba sa heso, se Sechaba sa Afrtka



H a r o l d  W o l p e  M e m o r i a l  T r u s t

We, family and colleagues of Harold Wolpe, have set up a Trust Fund in his name to honour through a 
range o f appropriate academic activities Harold’s intellectual and critical legacy. More specifically we are 
considering having an  annual lecture and/or colloquium, and, initially a publication arising from this, 
sponsoring individuals to conduct short research and/or write on policy and other issues relating to the 
educational and related needs of South Africa and set up a reading room in a university which could house 
Harold’s papers.

President Nelson M andela has agreed to be a Patron. The following people have agreed to act as Trustees: 
M inister K adar Asmal, Prof. Nasima Badsha, Professor Jakes Gerwel, M inister Pallo Jordan, Mr. Eric 
Molobi, Prof. Njabulo Ndebele and Professor M ala Singh, as well as AnnMarie, Peta, Tessa and Nicholas 
Wolpe.

If  you or your organisation would like to contribute to this Trust and would like to be included on our 
mailing list for more information please complete the tear off slip and return to the address below. Please 
could you distribute this notice to other people who might be interested or include their names and 
addresses with yours. We are confident that many individuals and organisations will be contributing to this 
Trust.

I  am in terested  in con tribu ting  to the  H aro ld  W olpe M em orial Trust.

Contact Name:
Organisation:
Address:

Tel: (H)

JW i
Fax:
E-mail:

P lease return to:
Peta Wolpe (address below)

E ducation  Policy U nit, U niversity o f  the  W estern  Cape, Private Bag X I 7, Bellville, 7535, South Africa 
Tel: +27 21 959-2580, Fax: +27 21 959-3278, In te rne t: admin@epu.uwc.ac.za

P e ta  W olpe, 15 E lm  Grove, London, N 8  9A H , Tel: 0181 348-0193 Fax: 0181 340-5001

Trustees: Kadar Asmal, Nasima Badsha, Jakes Gerwel, Pallo Jordan, Eric Molobi, Njabulo Ndebele,
Mala Singh, AnnMarie Wolpe, Peta Wolpe, Tessa Wolpe, Nicholas Wolpe

P atron : P resid en t N elson  R . M an d ela

mailto:admin@epu.uwc.ac.za
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