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4. PLENARY: N A T I O N A L  ISSUES AND C A M P A I G N S :

The c r o s s - r e g i o n a l  g r o u p s  r e p o r t e d  to the p l e n a r y  group on their 

di s cu s s i o n s .  There were  6 g r o u p s  and all came out with s im ila r 

results. After p l e n a r y  d i s c u s s i o n  of these, u n a n i m i t y  was 

r ea che d on the f o l l o w i n g  as n a t i o n a l  cam pa ig n s:

* Call up - this w o ul d  be under the ba nne r of Peace and F r i e n d s h i p

but w o u ld  not o v e r t l y  focus on the F r e e d o m  Charter.

* N a m i b i a  - This w oul d be in the c on t e x t  of d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n .

* Civil W a r / S e b o k e n g

* Youth - this was the area of le ast clarity. It was felt that

the c a m p a i g n  sh o ul d ha p p e n  for about 2 w ee ks  in June.

There was e x t e n s i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  on y ou th  ensui ng.  It was e x p l a i n e d  

that the U ni t e d  N a t i o n s  had d e c l a r e d  1985 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Year of 

Youth under the t h e m e : P e a c e ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and d e v e l o p m e n t .  The 

focus w ou ld be on 'Third World' cou nt ri es . UDF and the C hu r c h  has 

an IYY Co mm it te e,  also the State. Thus, there are both p r o g r e s s i v e  

and r e a c t i o n a r y  forces w o r k i n g  on IYY. It was s t r e s s e d  that 

there are a nu mb er  of yo uth  g r o u p s  that are not being re a c h e d  

at all. Cape Town said that yo uth is b e c o m i n g  an i n c r e a s i n g l y  

i m p o r t a n t  c o n s t i t u e n c y  for its ECC, this h av i n g  arisen o r g a n i c a l l y .

It was felt that the IYY and ECC theme or focus were c o m p a t i b l e ,  

for e x am pl e there was a youth a n t i - w a r  rally in Cape Town in 

Sep tem ber . ECC br i ng s very s p e c i f i c  sk ill s and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  to 

other o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  and it was felt to be i m p o r t a n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

for ECC pr ofi le , to link the yo ut h theme to ot her c a m p ai gn s.

Other c en tr es  ag ree d that y ou th  is im po r t a n t ,  but said that this 

was taken up d i f f e r e n t l y  in d i f f e r e n t  regions. It was s u g g e s t e d  

that ECCs slot this into a n u m b e r  of other foci h a p p e n i n g  t hr oug h 

the year.



It was r e s o l v e d  that ECC take y ou th  up n a t i o n a l l y  around the 

m id dl e of June, gi ven that the UDF N a t i o n a l  Yo ut h Week and the 

Chu rch  IYY N a t i o n a l  Day of Ac t i o n  is h a p p e n i n g  around this time, 

to get the most out of it. It w o u l d also serve as a p r el ud e to 

action ar ou nd  the call-u p.  Ot h e r w i s e ,  r e g i o n s  sho ul d focus on 

youth w h e n e v e r  a p p r o p r i a t e .

After this sessio n, p r e v i o u s  g ro u p s  were w e l d e d  t o g e t h e r  in twos 

to d is cu s s p lan s for the 3 main ca m p a i g n s :

* Youth and C al l-u p

* N a t i o n a l  Day of P ro te st

* N a m i b i a

5. PLENARY: RE PO R T BACK ON P LA NS  FOR N A T I O N A L  C A M P A I G N S :

(i ) Youth and Ca ll -up

R e p u b l i c  Day looks like it will be 'ce le bra ted ' again and there 

is a need to c o u n t e r  this.

* May 29 - blitz sc h o o l s  with  a n a t i o n a l  pa mp h l e t

*  May 30 - po st e r  stand in town

*  June 1 - p u b l i c  event to be r e g i o n a l l y  defin ed,  eg. Rock the

R e p u b l i c  concert.

*  June 16 - 26 - N a t i o n a l  C o un ci l is to d i s c u s s  plans for this

week. Plans need to be made well in a d v a n c e  as 

this will be a very busy period.

* July - call up - a n a t i o n a l  p a m p h l e t  wi ll  be need ed,  as well

as n a t i o n a l  s l o g a n s  for a picket. L e t te rs



to the a u t h o r i t i e s  and the press should be 

writte n. The N a t i o n a l  C o un ci l sho ul d also 

d i s c u s s  the q u e s t i o n  of the p o s s i b i l i t y  of 

a peace m ar ch  by C.O.s aro und  this time.

The me di a people in each region sho ul d note the m e d ia  needed.

(ii) Na ti on al  Dav of P r ot es t ( S e pt e mb er  3)

* Ob je cti ve s: to focus on civil war.

to build p op u la r fee lin g for the demand: 'Keep 

Tr oop s out of the T ow ns hi ps ',  

to c h a l l e n g e  peo pl e facing call-ups.

as an e x p r e s s i o n  of s o l i d a r i t y  with those faced by 

the m i l i t a r y  in the t ow nsh ips .

* Timing: a) R e a c t i v e  (i.e. r e s p o n s e  to an i n va si on ) - p a r t ­

ic ula r r e gi on s can i n i t i a t e  this, 

b) C o m m e m o r a t i v e  - P a r l i a m e n t a r y  D e f e n c e  De ba te

S h a r p e v i l l e

Se bo ke ng

*  P r e pa ra t io n:  There needs to be close co nt ac t with what is

h a p p e n i n g  in the to wn s hi ps , and th ere ne eds to be 

m e di a pa cka ges .

* N a t i o n a l  Campaign: a) r e a ct iv e - c r e a t i v e  p r ot es t action

* n a t i o n a l  picket

* street thea tre

* vig ils

b) c o m m e m o r a t i v e  - pu b li c m e e t i n g s ,  close press

liaison, le t t e r s  & o pi ni o n s  in 

the press.



* Na ti on al  m e d ia  campaign: (it is i m p o r t a n t  that this be targetted)

- ex cit in g post ers

- p a m p h l e t s  for schools and p a re nt s

- gr aff it i

- nat io na l slogan (to the effect 'Keep Troops out of the Townships'

- st ick er s

There needs to be close c o - o r d i n a t i o n  with the na ti o n a l  o rg a n i s e r  

and the Na ti o na l Council.

(iii) N a m i b i a  (reactive)

The ha t io na l org an is er  will be in c on t ac t with peo pl e in Namibia, 

and will get the input back to ECC. This will help with the 

Na m i b i a  campaign. In the event of s o m e t h i n g  flaring up there, 

the na t io na l o r ga ni se r and the N a t i o n a l  Cou nci l need to work out:

* the f e a s i b il it y of la un c h i n g  the c a m pa ig n

* the slant of the ca mp aig n and slo ga ns

* all oc at e region al  work

* r e g ul at e press releases.

Res o ur ce  m a t e ri al  is needed NOW. The issue needs to be ho oke d 

into other cam paigns, the costs of war, civil war, d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n ,  

'call-up for what' and so on.

Other times at which a ca mpa ig n could be l a u n ch ed  are around 

Hu rl ey 's  trial in February, and on N a m i b i a  Day August 26. The 

latter could be planned at the c o n f e r e n c e  in July. The former 

should be the p a r ti cu la r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of J o h a n n e s b u r g  as that 

centre has access to the a f fi da vi ts , i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pr ess ag encies, 

and the trial is in Pretoria.



The pr og r a m m e  for the year thus stands at:

Fe br uar y (18) 

May (29 & 30) 

June (16 - 26)

R e p u b l i c  Day

Hurley and Na m i b i a

Yo uth Focus (tie in with  UDF and call up)

July (1st week) 

August (26) 

Se p te m b e r  (3)

N a m i b i a  Day

N a t i o n a l  Day of P ro tes t (Sebokeng)

Chu rc h IYY focus

After this session, re gi o na l gr ou ps  met to elect a n a t i on al  

organiser; reps, to the c o m m i t t e e s  on media, theme and July 

Conference; and two N a t i o n a l  Co un cil  reps.

6. PLENARY: REPORT BACK FROM THE MEDIA. THEME AND JULY C O N F E R E N C E  

C O M M I T T E E S :

(i ) Media

This c om mi tt ee  did not re por t back to the p le n ar y sessi on,  but 

the following is a su m mar y of its d i sc us si on s.

* Two me di a c o n ta ct s in each region were appointed:

Cape Town - Margo and Basil

Jo'burg - Jon and Anne

Durban - Fiona, Gary and Vernon

* The p o s s i b i l i t y  of a n a t i o n a l  m ed ia m e e t i n g  at the end of April 

was discussed.

* D i s t r i b u t i o n  was d i s c u s s e d  as a p r i or it y area - f i n a nc es  wo uld 

be dealt with th r o u g h  the n a t i o n a l  accoun t.

*  Centr es  are to in f o r m  each other i m m e d i a t e l y  of any bannings.

* Cape Town is to send the other centr es  all the m e d i a  they have



p r o d u c e d  thus far (i.e. e x a m p l e s  t he re of ),  so that ord er s can 
- \

be placed.

* Projects: ^ l e t t e r h e a d  - CT is to send a d ra ft  ar oun d

* logo - CT is to send a b r o m i d e  to the o th er  c en tre s

* ba d ge s - JHB is to send ar o u n d  the d e s i g n s  by the

end of F e b r u a r y

* n a t i o n a l  p a m p h l e t  for s c h o o l s  is to be re ad y by 

the end of April. E v e r y o n e  is to do d r a f t s  and 

thi nk  up sl o g a n s  by then, th ese  will be p r i o r i t y  

m a i l e d  ar ou nd  the c ou nt ry  and a d e c i s i o n  made.

* n a t i o n a l  p a m p h l e t  for the c a H  up is to be ready 

by the end of May, and the same as above applies.

(ii) Theme

'Peace' is the l in ki ng  word  in IYY, NUSAS, and the U N ' s  themes.

A fl exi bl e slo gan  is n e c e s s a r y  to draw p e o p l e  br o a d l y  in to  ECC:

"We call for an end to c o n s c r i p t i o n ,  We call for a just peace 

in our land. Any bit of this can be used. Other s l o g a n s  may 

be a p p r o p r i a t e  in p a r t i c u l a r  ca m p a i g n s ,  eg. Seb oke ng : civil war.

(iii) C o n f e r e n c e

It was felt that th:Ls sh oul d be more  along the lines of a festival. 

It wo uld be held  for a ni ght and a day. There w ou l d be a big 

open day with  a high pr o f i l e  s p e a k e r  g iv i n g  the o p e n i n g  address, 

and small i n t e r e s t  gr ou ps  l o o k i n g  at s p e c i f i c  as p e c t s  of m i l ­

i t a r i s a t i o n  and c o n s c r i p t i o n .  A high p r o f i l e  s p e a k e r  w o ul d  

also end the c o n f e re nc e.  A b r o a d  range of pe o pl e and a n t i -  

m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  g r o u p i n g s  s h o u l d  be e n c o u r a g e d  to attend.. M o t i o n s  

ta bl ed  at the c o n f e r e n c e  s h o u l d  be r e l e a s e d  to the press. These 

w ou ld be m o t i o n s  of the c o n f e r e n c e  and not ECC. The aim should 

be to get pe op l e  from the a f f i l i a t e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  s i g n a t o r i e s



and from the p ub l i c  to hear the m a jo r speaker. He/she w ou ld  be 

a d r a wc ar d and an i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t o r .  A c a d e m i c s  would be 

imp or ta nt  to target, and r e a s o n a b l e  a c a d e m i c  input wo uld be u s e ­

ful. A small, cl os e d g a t h e r i n g  of ECC a c t i v i s t s  could meet 

eit he r d i r ec tl y before, or after the c o n f e r en ce . It was felt 

that July would be a good time bec au se  it was vac time, and 

any later would mean tow a rd s the end of the year.

The p r o b le ms  ra ise d with this was that CO SG 's  c o n f e r e n c e  was 

also in July in Cape Town, and NUSAS July F e s t i v a l  was in Jo'burg. 

It would be ea s ie r to o r g an is e in Cape Town as there w o ul d be 

good press c o v e r a g e  and en oug h workers. However, there were 

pos s ib ly  more g a in s to be mad e in J o h a n n e s b u r g  in te rms of d r a w ­

ing more m e m b e r s  of the public. This is to be d i s c u s s e d  in the 

regi ons  and r e p o r t e d  to the N a t i o n a l  Council. Gains and 

r es ou rc es  should be lo o ke d at p a r t i c u l a r l y  in mak in g this 

decision. N a t i o n a l  Coun cil  ne eds to have an ans wer  by the end 

of F e b r u a r y .

During the cou rs e of d i s c u ss io n,  it was felt that a night and 

a day was too short if so many people were to be t r a n s p o r t e d  

from one end of the c ou ntr y to the other. The argume nt  c o u n t ­

ering this was that the idea was more to a tt rac t pe opl e in the 

p a r t ic ul ar  re gion it is held in. Mo re ov er , n e i th er  Cape Town 

nor J o h a n n e s b u r g  felt they could u n d e r t a k e  a bi gge r c on fe re nc e.

A questi on was ra ise d as to how the ECC c o n f e r e n c e  would relate 

to the COSG co nf er en ce . It was felt that t her e need not be a 

clash or over lap  as a broad range of pe op l e  wo uld  be e x p e ct ed  

to attend, and it was ma i n l y  a show of str ength.



It was r e c o m m e n d e d  that t w o a r d s the end of" the year, N a t io na l 
>

Council plan for next year and take d e c i s i o n s  about C onf ere nc e. 

Re s e rv at io ns  were e x p r e s s e d  about July as many  a c t i v i s t s  would 

be rushing from one c o n f e r e n c e  to the next, h a v i n g  just had 

a very busy time as re g a r d s  the youth focus, and the call up 

action. (There is the SACC, NUSAS, COSG, EC C c o n f e r e n c e s  as well 

as the p o s s i b i l i t y  of a no th er  B o t s w a n a  Arts F e st iv a l)  The 

regions must assess this, re port to N a t i o n a l  Co u n c i l  and a 

decis ion  w oul d be ta ken by the end of Fe br u a r y .  Cape Town is 

to inform the other ECC s of the dates for the COSG and NU SAS  

c o n f e r en c es  by the m i d d l e  of >.Feb rua ry .

7. E L E C T I O N S :

M o t i v a t i o n s  for the n o m i n a t i o n  of Lau ri e N a t h a n  were put to Co nf e r e n c  

Laurie Nat ha n was u n a n i m o u s l y  e l e c t e d  n a t i o n a l  org an is er .

Some r e s e r v a t i o n s  had been e x p r e s s e d  r e g a r d i n g  L a u i r i e ' s  lack 

of ex p e r i e n c e  with the Church es.  Steve Lo u r i e  is the C at ho l i c  

War and Peace N a t i o n a l  Worker, and he is to liaise w i t h  Laurie.

The N a t io na l Coun ci l Treps are:

* Cape Town: Be n i t a  (main rep)

P et er / J o n

* Jo'bu rg  : Mike (main rep)

P a u l a / B e a v e r

* Dur ba n : Sue

un s ur e of back up person, but this w o u l d  be a nutating 

p o s it io n to be c h a n g e d  every 6 to 12 m o n t h s -



8. PFP D E B A T E :.

J o h a n n e s b u r g  ou tl in ed  its r ea so ns for c h a l l e n g i n g  the PFP to 

a de bat e on c o n s c ri pt io n,  and Cape Town o u t l in ed  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  

it had with contact with the PFP. There was d i s c u s s i o n  on the 

po s si bl e i m p l i c a t i o n s  of J o h a n n e s b u r g  going ahead with its debate. 

The r e s o l u t i o n  was that de ba te  is a c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  not c o - o p e r a t i o n  

and has as its i nt en t io n a 'view to c o n ve rs io n' . T h e r e f o r e  

de ba tin g with the PFP is not the same as gi v in g the PFP cr ed e n c e  

or le git im ac y.  It was de c i d e d  that ECC n a t i o n a l l y  wo uld  not 

take a po lic y d ec is ion  in this regard, a l t ho ug h Cape Town ECC 

has al re ad y decided not to have c on tac t - formal or i n f o r m a l  - 

with the PFP. Each region must ass ess  the p os i t i o n  in this 

regard as it is faced with the problem. A lesson lea rnt  was 

that any de c is io n taken must be thoug ht  t h r o u g h  in all its 

i m p l i c a t i o n s .

9. G E N E R A L :

C h r i s t i a n s  for Just ice  and P e a c e : This is a r e g i o n a l l y - b a s e d  

p r o g r a m m e  and t he re fo re  r e g io n al  ECCs may be t ou ch ed  by it. It 

was an i n i t i a t i v e  of Church pe o pl e who have pi ck e d up on an 

appeal by A r ch bi sh op  Hurley at the 1983 SACC C o n f e r e n c e .  He 

ca lle d for Ch r i s t i a n s  to come t o g e th er  in small gro ups , and to 

n e t w o r k  these gr oups t ow ar ds  the end of t r a n s f o r m i n g  So ut h Afr ic a 

into a more just society. A small group has s t ar t ed  to t r a n s l a t e  

this call to Church action in the last 18 months. The N a t i o n a l  

C o m m i s s i o n  of Ch urch Le ad ers  has looked at this, and s u b s e q u e n t l y  

set up a Na ti on al  R e s e a r c h  C o m m i t t e e  with a p a r t - t i m e  f i e l d w o r k e r .



The p r o g r a m m e  e n v i s a g e s  C h r i s t i a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  So uth Af ri ca  

trying to e n c o u r a g e  small g r o u p s  to form n e t w o r k s ,  and so me tim e 

dur ing  1987 to have a big C h r i s t i a n  C o n f e r e n c e ,  which will bring 

to ge the r th ese group s, s h ar in g e x p e r i e n c e s  and ideas, and going 

out to m o b i l i s e  more  Ch r i s t i a n s .  Gr o u p s  are being set up in 

J o h a n n e s b u r g  and Cape Town and p o s s i b l y  o t h e r  c en tr es as th ings 

develop. A g ro up  has a lr ead y been set up in Durban. The focus 

is on C h r i s t i a n s ,  but not n e c e s s a r i l y  t h os e wit hi n the Church.

ECC might find it u s e f u l  to link in with  t h es e groups, and the 

contact will keep ECC i n f o r m e d  on the d i f f e r e n t  p o s i t i o n s  of 

the C h r u c h e s  and en ab l e  it to ch o o s e  who it wa nts  to work with.

Uni ted  N a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  on Human Rights: This is to be held 

in Ge n ev a in M a r c h  and will be d i s c u s s i n g  the a do pt i o n  of 

c o n s c i e n t i o u s  a b j e c t i o n  as a f u n d a m e n t a l  h u m a n  right. People 

will be co mi ng  from all over the w o rl d to g iv e evidence.

Rich ard  will be a t t e n d i n g  the h ear in g, and sp ea k i n g  about the 

state of c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  and o p p o s i t i o n  to m i l i t a r i s ­

ation in So uth Africa.

M e s s a g e s  of s u p p o r t : A r c h b i s h o p  Hur le y p a s s e s  on his regards, 

pr a yer s and support. Mike Van Gr aan  s e nd s his g r e e t i n g s  of 

so l i d a r i t y  and support.

10. E V A L U A T I O N :

Some us ef u l p a in t s  to come up in the e v a l u a t i o n  were:

* to e x c h a n g e  r e g i o n a l  r e p o r t s  b e f o r e  the c o n f e r e n c e  so as not 

to waste time re a d i n g  them theere, and to give pe opl e time to



think of q u e s t i o n s  and com men ts .

* regi on s need to have on go in g a s s e s s m e n t s

* repo rt s need  to be more i n d e p t h  and a n a l y t i c a l  as o p p o s e d  to 

de sc ri pt iv e.

* more time for ou t d o o r  a c t i v i t i e s

* some social event

* to look at this e v a l u a t i o n  in p l a n n i n g  next y ea r ' s  co n f e r e n c e .

* to get press c o v e r a g e  of the c o n f e r e n c e

x x x x x x x x x
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