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with all his heart and soul, in the struggle of his people for national
galvation, as the key and the condition to all future advance. Any
person who gtunds allof from this strugsle; who confines himself to
preachinz generalis.tions about socialism, is nct a Marxist at all but
a mere parlour-goclalist., The fauct that a man ls « Comuunist mekes him
not worse but a better fizhter for the freedom of his people from
national opovressicn., :

Marxism-Leninism, dialectical materialism, is not .an abstract doszma,
but a living historical secisnce, which enjoinsg upon all its supporters
to study the concrete historical situaticn in which they find
themselves., In conditions of naticnal oppression, of colonial
dominaticn, and racial discrimination, the first duty of every Communist
is to fight unconditionally and unreservedly for a complbte emancipation
from all forms of domination and oppression, for the building of a
united front of national liberation. Such a united front should consist
fnot only of workers and peasants, but also of patriotic intellectuals,
professional peopnle, and even large sections of the cupitalist class who
arse opposed to the oppression of their people. - Workines unselfishly and
wholeheartedly to maintain and extend the strenzth and unity of such a
national liberation movement, the Communists do so not only bec:use it
is the condition and:the key to the future advance of socialism, but
also hecause as sons of the toiling masses, they understand the
burning needs of the people for national dignity, equality and freedom."
(Quoted from article by Ne Numade in "The African Communist!", issued by
the S.A. Communist Party, No. 2, April 196C. )

e make no excuse for reproavcing this lensthy extract from the
outstunding article by Comrade Numade, the whole of which, indeed, would
repay serious study by supporters of the "Socilalist Leazue cf Africa.f

; ~od L0 & clear and concise manner, it has formulated precisely the point at
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sissue between reul Marxists and the dogmatic, abstract theorists

"exenplified by the "Stay—at—Home®" document.

The document demonstrates that the writer neither understands nor
believes in the united front of mational liberation. He thinks that
Communists Mgully® themselves by identifying themselves with the
peoplels CGuse, with the Conzress movement and the Freedom Chartera
He thinks i1t bensath the dignity of a soclialist to take »nart in a broad
nationalist-democratic movement for freedom. He wants "purﬁ“ socialism.,

But actually by his gectarian and intemperate slanders against the

freedom movement and its devoted and respected leaders, no less than by
 the false picture he presents of fsocialistsh ag people who standing aside
from the real mass movemant preach high-sounding abstractions an

homilies, the anthor of "8tay-at-Home!l discredlts the very principles

for Jn:ch he claims to stand.
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FALSE CONCLU3IONS.
Having devoted the bullx of his thesis to the travesty of history which we
have dealt with above, the author of lgtay—at-Home! spends a few pages
fanalysing™ the Murch and Aoril crisi, and drawing ccnclusions. He heads
this concluding cection: fihy Did We FTail?rh,

According to him, "we! ghould not have started the anti-pass campaign at
all. "We would not have hoped to succeed in a caempaign to' remove the
prasses at this stage! ,.. Mo orsanisation was prepaved for a full—-scals
attack on the Government .+ on the pass issue.® e must chocse our timing
and methods more carefully in ths future.®

It is difficult to pick one's way through this tissue of half-truths and
misconceptions,

Firstly, no-one except perhaps the more naive of the PAC leaders, who are
relative novices in politics, really expected to see the rass laws removed
in one fell swoop as a result of the March demonstrations. The ANC has
been fighting against pass laws since 1912, and will go on doing so until
these laws have been abolished. It is only too well aware how deeply

these evil laws are interwoven with the whole fabrie of colonial d@minationiizzza.

in thig country.

Secondly, the "full-scuale attack! on the Government was not "chosen" to
take place at the time and in the manner that it did. The major strikes,
protest marches and demonstrations which took place wers largely the
result of the wave of indiznation which spread throngh the country
following the savage police mussacres at Sharpsville, Langza and elsewhere.

Thirdly, the people's muss actlons of March and April were not a failure.
True, the Verwoerd resimé is sUill in Office, and 1T huas tuken & orim
revenge on the masses and their leaders. To the retty boursgeois
philistine, this may seem svidence of defeat, und he moans: e should not
have started the fight ... Lock, now, we have lost «.. We must be more
careful next time... We must chunge our banners and our glogans .1

But, viewed in the lisht of histeorical materialism, in their immediate

and their lonsz term effecte, the splendid workers! strugzles of March and
April were great and historic victories for the South African democracy.
They evoked a world respongs of sympathy and sclidarity whese effects have
a direct influence end bearing on this country —— e.g. the Security

Council resolution, the reinvicorated boycott movement by African and Asian
countries and by workers! movements in many lands.

They shook the Government and the ruling classes to the core, accentuated
their inner ccntradictions, and revealed the basic ingtability and weaknessas
of White domination, whereag the democratic movement has gained muzch in
solidarity, maturity and confidence.

But the author of "gtay-at-Home" cannot see all this. For him the anti—-pass
struggle has been un unmitigated failure. The recommendations which ha
draws from this melancholy conolusion%are equally lame and wide of the mark,
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"The trade unions must organise the industrial worker and ths strike
weapon must be used to secure higher wages and better living
copditions. Industrial action must be centred on the factories
rather than the townships ~ ag dietinct from the National
Liberatory Movement itself, which hag its buse in the townships.t

Of course the workers "must!" orzunise themselves in trude unions ~ it 1s in
their vital interests to do g0, And it is inevitable that, from time to
time, these unions, faced with obdurate bosses, wlll resort to sirike action
in the various industries, despite the formidable array of laws and police
measures which are meant to deter strikes of Africans. They will enjoy

the fuliest support of every socialist and demccrat in such strikes.

But f"Stay-at-Home! advicates trade union economic strikes as an alternative
to the political general strike,.

MTts main use (the strike) is in the field of economic strugzle.
Its use as a political weapon is very much mowe difficult and
must be reserved for special periods.f”

Fow this ig both untrue and defeatist, and well illustrates the danger of
applying general, predetermined concepts of !methods of strugsle! in an
abstract way, without studying concretely the conditions. "In generalH,
in most countries, it is true that it is "very much more difficuli! to
organise political than economic strikes. But it just isn't true in

South Africa at the present time, when the orgunisation of an economic
strike by African workers in any industry has proved time and again to be
& most formidable undertaking, risking wholegale victimisation; whereas
workers have demonstrated year after year, that they will respond to a
timely call by the liberation movement for a general political strikee It
is particularly absurd to make such a statement immediutely after the
great general political strikes in Cupe Town and elsewherse earlier this year.

It is also defsatist, because the general political strike is a more
afivanced type of workers! action, demanding a higher level of political
ccnsclousness.

Hconomic strikes by workers, strikes for higher wages anl better conditions,
are of immense importance; not only because they answer the immediate
needs of the working class, under their present conditions of gross

exploitation and unlerpayment, but also because they railse the whole level

of class consclousnese. But, like all other ferms of trade union activity,
it is exceptionally difficult for African workers to organise successfully
for strikes because of thelr political status .as colonial-type workers,
because the whole police—state machinery is mobilised against them. That
is precicely why the African workers, particularly the most advanced and
conscious section among them, readily understani the need for political
stion by the trade unicn movement, for the close association and
allilance ot the trade uniong with the militant political alliance.
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Trade union strikes and other struzsles arise spontansously all the time in
capltalist society. Every socialist hus a primary duty to assist and
suppert the workers in these strugsles. Butb in seeking to elevate such
strugsles above the political batties of the whole class, the whole

people, the Ffocialist ILeague! is merely reproducing the "fundamental error!
which Lenin go tellingly exposed, more than half a century ago in "hat is
Tc be Donett

Teocmaking the econonic struzrlie the exclusive, or at least the
main gtarting pointe.. the exclusive or at lsast the main
bagis. Such a visw 1g radically wrong.!

Age a result of many years of patient, hard organisational and educational
work by the ANC, the trade unions and the Communist Party, and inspired by
the perspectives of African liberation in this splsndid era for our

‘continent, the African proletariat in the main centres of the Union have

shown that they have the hish political and national consciousness, the
soliderity and enthusiasm, to come out again and arain on masgs political
strikess

And fstay-at-Home! wunts to drag them back from this hizh level of action Z? J.
by offering as an alternative purely 10cal und economic strikes. Despite '
all his learned dispiay of socialist phrases, his falk of the need of the
workers "to be orgunised in their own party", the writer of Stay-at~Home !
reveals himself here to be a tame reformist lagzing in political understanding
fur behind the ordinary unlettered African workers of the Rand, Port
Elizabeth, Cape Town and Durban. Certainiy the workers need, and are
ovganising, their own indspendent class party: The Communist Partys but the
Party would lag behina the workers if it advised them to subordinate
political to economic demands.

The Liberation Movement,

i3tay-at~Home™ has the future of the strugsle in South Africa all cut-ani-
dried. After the "fallures" of March and April, the workers must concentrate
on sconomic and trade union strugsles and put the general strike into cold
storage for baotter days.

What about the Congress mowvement, which for so loag, so devotedly and so
ably has led the freedem strugzle in South Africa? (learly, the Socialist
Ieague of Africa does not think much of the ANC end its partners - they are
much kinder to PAC - and one would thirk, after all the nasty things they
have bed lo say about Oongress that perhaps the best thing this unfortunate
organisation can do is to buckle down to the Governmentls ban and disappear.

Bub, ne: after all, "Stay-at-HemeM" permits the MNatiomal Liberatery
Movement! (ANG or FAC?) some sort of role in its future scheme of things

Tindustrial action muet be centrelon the factories rather than the
townshlps ~ as distinct from the National Liberatory Movement

itself, which must have its base in the townships... A close

co~orlination of the two movements cun lead the township
orzanisatlon into support of any fture industrial action elther

by picketing or by introducing subsidiary campaigns, such as

boycott action against factory produce, etc.f / Phan ..
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Thug the ANC (now demoted to be a "township organisation“) 1s, according to
the Socialist League of Africa, to be relegated to a sort of auxillary
organisation to back up trade union strikes by picketing (since when do
worke rs' unions need outside bodies to do their picketing for them?) and
"subsidiary campalgas®,

What sort of dream-world do these veople 1live in?

Here we have the African National Uongress, premier organisation of the
African people and senior paritner ln the liberation allisnce, whose leaders
and members have siubbornly defied every effort to destroy it, and who may
well soon be occupying the Union Buildings fnstead of the Pretoria jail ——
after all this is Afriaa. 1960, and stranger things have happensd. And
thelltheoretician® of "Stay-at-Home! is advisirng them to hang around for
future trade unions to organise strikes ~— Nagzainst the employers first and
et a later stage agalinst the entire state machirery" -- go they can picket
and "introduce subsidiary campalzng.m

Could shallow little-mindedness, masquerading as "socialism!", go any further?

What is the "Socialist Teague of Africal?

We do not im““lpe the "Socialist League of Africa' is as important as its
rather nretentious name mhéht lead the unsuspecting reader to suppose.
However, the point is not the size but the tendeancy and direction of any
organisatlion. If the document is to be taksn as a guide, the S.K.4. is
nothing really new in our experience.

We have come across this sort of thing before. This sort of grouvp =~
r-r-revolutionary and Ultra-TLeft in words; disruptive, malicious and treach—
ercus in deed ~~ is a gickeningly fumiliar phenomenon in workers'! and
denocratic movements in South Africa and throughout the world.

We saw it In the Sovist Union, when the Trotsky-Zinoviev group — in the rame
of World Revoiution - wsat all out to sabotags the practical construction
of sociallsm.

To saw it in Spain, when the POUM ( Party of Marxist Unification') started
revolt in Barcelona against the Republic, while Franco was marching on
Jadrid - on the grounds thuat the United Front Government wasn't introducing

% aén gimilar groups at work in this country. They wrecked the All-

can Ccaventlion and the A.P.0. Under their 1ll-starred leadership the
1Lty Movement! has effectively depfived the Coloursd mu=ses of

s of any say *n the political developments of the pasgt decas

ated them from each and every strugsle of the African and quian masses |

now edifieg them w~th the spectacle of four or five warring groups of

tsk';xe, ighting ovar the leadership of the NNEUM® —~ which itself has

sd to a shadow,

ct

H -

o Do
i @
© o

3
0

v e

Ee O

[oTys
-7
=

{ It is an old story.
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Way back, e hundred years ago, in the days of the First International, a
group ¢f middle—class intellectuxls, ied by RBakunin, trisd to wreck the ‘

organisation -« Marx and Engels weren!t revelutionary sanough for themi
Leniu krnew them well ~ they plagued him all his life. He described them
in masverly fashion In his pamphlet "left-Wing' Communism - an Infantile
Disorder. ‘ ;

"BolshevienmM", he wrote, "grew, took shape, and btercame hardened in

long years of struggle sgainst pstiy-bourgeois revolutionariners which |
smacks of, or borrows something lrom anarcalsm and Which in &ll i
essentilais falls shert of the conditions und requirements of *the sus— '
tained proletarian class strugsle.t He wrote of fiths instability of

such revolutionariners, its barrenness, its liadbility to become swiftly
transformed into submission, apathy, something fantastice..® i

Wnat grounds have we for putting the "Soclalist league of Africa inbto this
category?

Their pamphlet bears all the hall-marks. "
It is scurrilous: lavish in its denunciations of Communists and other

honest workers! and democratic leaders as traitors, ceareerists, etc., |
unscrupulously distorting factse. '

It is dogmatic: barren of all creative thought based on a concrete study )
of the conditions, the times and the world we live ing drawing all its 1
negative conclusions from pedantry, and phrase-mongering. t

4

THE "NEUE ZEIT" TEXT.

Nowhere in this lengthy essay on tuctics is the slichtese attenpt made to
place the South African fresedom struggzle in its context ~-against the world
baclkground of our epoch of world events, the advence To socialism of one-
third of humanity, the struggle for peace; the dynamic march of whole
continents to national emancipation; the Africuan revolution. Yet these
tremendcus events are inseparably cemnected and interwoven with the shaps
and the tactics of the strugsle in South Africa.

Instead the starting point is a long quotation 'from the German Socialist
paper Neus 7eit." The date and the author are not given, and we are not
familiay with 1t. But the text is remarkable first for its exceptionally
pontifical and abstract tone, and secondly by its utter irrelevancy to
present-day South African realitiess It reads very much as if it comes from
the period before the first world war, when the anarchists in the international
labour movement were arguing that the general sirike was the ons and only
effective rcad to socialism, and their opponents were responding, just as
dogmatically, that it was no good at all. The whols arid and scholastic
Cebate, which plagued the soclalist movement for decades, has long been
resolved in pructice by the experience of three Russian revolutions and &

good many other victorious revolutionary strugzies for soclalism and

national liberation in the epoch of imperialism., Marxists no longer indulgs

in sterile polemics whether this or that 'method of a struggle is the

Tideall one, the fRanacea -— irrespective of the context of time and place,

¢f circumetances anl concrete conditions. We have learnt thait the complex, -
drawa-out struggle against internatio%§1 imperialism and reaction involves
manysided and flexidle tactics and methods of strugsle, legul and illagal,
peacelnl ond s3Dguinary, ranging from local meebings, boycotts, strikes,
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demonstrations., etce, to national and international campaigns involving every

] ’ :
gort of crgunisoel rosietance whicih has beseon evolved in e;enerations of class
conflicte
In these struggles, experience in many countries has proved the E&iifical
general strike to be not fithe one and only panaceal ag the Bukuninists imagined
TTbut, combined with other forms of struggle, to be an invaluable weapon in the
rands of the masses of the people in their fight agalinst imperialism, for
democracy, peace and soclalism.

The Neue Zeit article, the gensral striks is Poniy" a means of organising the
workers; fonly" important as the beginning of an wrrising against capitalism,
T4 Mcannot solve the problem! because Wit tires the worker soconer than it doss
the enemyf. Andthe workers "cannot even think of winning" uniess fpart of the
army" is won over. Finally, it does not only organise ths workers, but also
tha capltalists, and "shows how much blood the state is prepared to shed in
order to ksep its powser.T

The whole extract chosen by the "Socialist League of Africal is irdsed an
excellent example of dogmatism and the use of Left phrases to mask a policy of
defeatism. Anyone who was guided by such ideas would never call a general strikes
he would have to work out whether it was really the beginning of a socialist
revolution (otherwise no strike); whether it weuld "win over part of the army®
(otherwise no strike = and can you imagine "par® of the army™ in present-day
South Africa siding with the African workers?); whether it mizht not "erganise
the capitalists! more thun ths workers, and whether the stute might not spill

too much dlcod. And finally you would be faced with the fuct that 1t would

tire the workers more than the enemy.

One could hardly imagine any text more out—of-place and more out-of-date for
South Africe, where, over the past decude, a series of inspiring general political
strikes have played .n incalculably important part in deepening the class and
political understanding of the masses, building unity and solidarity, preparing
the workers and peasants for further siruggles, and isolating and discrediting
the South African ruling class &t home and throughout the world.

It is charucteristic of this document that it should start with such a text; one
shudders to think of the sort of "socialists®" who will be produced by the school
of the "Socialist Iecazue of Africa.t "There has been endless confusion in the
ranks.of the liberation movement," they writes Ths description might be better
applied to themselveso.

Under False Colours.

Houth Africa in 1960 is not the same asg this country a decaue ago. The time is
past when 1%t was possible for such gentlemen as the "Unity Movement® %o launch
out openly against the A.N.C. und the Communist Party - and still gain some
measure of support among class—consclous workers and revolutlonary intellectuals.
The P8.L.A.7 is an attempt %o play the cld gume in a new way, to sail under false
colourse The old anti-~Conzress line is given a new look, dressed up as
Hfriendly" criticism from M"also—-Congressites.! The old anti-Congress line is
concealsd under the guise of attacking %a group who profess to be Marxists.®

The "new—-look! Trotskyites appear as respectabls "Marxists™ and "soclalistd™;
their former idol never mentioned and his works hidden away only to be shown %o
innar—circle initiates in a back TOOMme
Will these new tuctics succeed?

Y
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Maybe for a time they will. Megrunitled Cingyeeslios and ex—Com—
munists, angered by real or Imaginéry grisvances and shorteccmings,
may seek end find a home in the WSoclalis? League of Africa. Ardent
revolutionary students, sickened by the horrors of "White Scuth Africam| - |
and lacking knowledge and expsrionce of socialism and the democratic
struggle, may be drawn towards ‘the TSoclalist League!, ins#the belilef
that it answers their needs for militant action and Communist theory.

¥

Bat the Psuccess'", we are suife, will be short-liived.

The struggls in our country is teco acute and searching for any
movement founded on evasions, haif-truths and deceit, to last for
very long-

et el SRS i unian.

It is a pity we had to spend so much time and trouble dealing with
the statement of the M"Socialist League of Africa, But if in the
gourse of analysing their pamphlet we have helped to bring some clarity
to those who may have been confused by it, we shall consider it time
wall spent. {
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