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conscientious objectors

In August the "Cape Town 23" - a group of conscientious objectors - publicly
stated they refused to serve in the South African Defence Force. On Thursday.
November 12, Dr lvan Toms, one of the 23, faces call-up. He 1s the first *
of the group to face being sent to prison for refusing to do military

service because doing so would be in conflict with his conscience.

We repeat our call to the authorities to alter the law concerning compulsory
military service, to allow conscripts to object to doing military service
not only on religious grounds, but also on conscientious grounds.

We also call for an alternative to the law which would allow conscientious
objectors to do alternative community service for a period equivalent

to the period of military service. Such an alteration in the law would allow
the medical work which Dr Toms is presently doing in the poorest squatter
areas 1in Cape Town to qualify as national service.

The universal Church has always defended the right and duty of all people in
all situations, while acting in good faith, to follow their conscience.

As the executive of the Catholic Church in South Africa, we —the Southern
African Catholic Bishops ”Conference Administrative Board —encourage all
priests to give spiritual guidance and counselling to those men considering
the option of conscientious objection.
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SACBC Vice-President
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