RUTH FIRST REnORIAL MEETING Bth Sfept 82

1.

SOUTH AFRICAN TERRORISM

One more indication o risng tide o terrorism &
violence stemmng frm SA & spreadng thru out
uhole Sthn Af & furthr afield.

Tuo-fold attack directed both ag. SA"s inside

& outside SA

And also direct & indirect intervention in the
internal affairs o blk (states.

Ths in turn achievd by various means:

. by traing terrorists as individuals & grps;
. by sabotage aimd at military & ec structure
. by direct military incursions

. by armg & financg anti-socialst grps
. by assissinations

BOTSUANA, LESOTHO, SUAZILAND

ZA

hve hd bomb attcks, assassinations, incursion o
SA 3 military forces & intelligence services j &
yndercovr subversion & attacks on exiles &
refugees. BtHy tas-t yr, nume-rotm -incars
(-ctmse-rvation officrs-)*

SA ref : ~t)ay3"—PTl ray—kWnpp“"cT, scTfooT; @Fafffini
(“uraxir) Dec 81 2 more exiled ANC membrs shot

& killd uhn car pursued by SA police

June car bomb in Marsapa, Suazi, Kkilld.,ANC

& SACTU militants I"Petrus & Ja-bb Nzima,j4 childrn

Feu uks ago, Lesotho Minister Jobo Rempeta
killd in series o murderous attcks by “Lesothg®
Lib Army®", knoun to b ukng uth SA. In July
anothr leadng politican, Chakela, murdered.

SAN people & othr tribes being recruitdd to
fight ag. Namibians - same type o destructive
process ue sau in Cambodia - degradation

operatng frm Caprivi strip to create Tho-gc
area 1 Uestern Prov”™ Mixture o direct mil. agg,
covert subversion & e.c. disruption, enormous
drain on Z money & resources to combt these.

IcmA-mng
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Z IHBFIBLIE

murdr o Ooe Gqabi, Harare, 1st yr, poignant

R traind hm in Guardian office. ANC rep.
Folloung mnth, massiue explosion at Inkoms
Barracks destroyd munitions ualue R50 million
Dec 81 7 killd, 120 injurd 1in Harare explosion
aimd at senior ZfINU officials; Mugabe accusd
SA of plan.

Pormr—Rhodos-don—ooldinra—gone—to- Sfitake—part.

ANGOLA & MOZAMBIQUE

bt most open military attks are in Ang & Moz.

An EEC Commission learnd tt SA armd forces
inuolud in more thn 2,000 separate operations
inside Angola durg 81 alone, include 100 bombg
raids, 1700 reconnaisance missions, 53 troop
landgs, etc.

SA forces occupy 40,000 sq kilos Kunene & also
of course operate thru ally Sauimbi uth US supor
Angols borne brunt o military attcks, bt Moz
also subject.

SA- so Id i-e-ps—rooontly=~enrterd army urif*Arm
STmt}- fc-eqjxLppt+5—8-man—re~uaaajrSancg-nu 96 iefi.
Since Mstola raid, uhn 12 SA"s murdered 1in open
military incursicn, SA troops on bordrs hue
joind army actions uth ec. sabotage, destroyng
cruciasl transport links; road, rail & pipeline
connections between Moz & Zimb, »

Sp- in Ang, where economic targts sch as oil
refinery in Luanda 4 Beira-Umtali pipeline.

ATTACKS MORE AUDACIOUS - Nou attptd Seychelles
coup, uhn mercenaries hd pssports issued by SA
Ministr o Int, uth permissien on highest leuel

AND, OF COURSE, AS FAR AS LONDON - ANC offices
All these hue 3-fold purpose:

1. Directd ag. ANC & SUFIPO, bth as increasng form
a terrorism, & t physical destruction of ind
& intimidation o othrs

2. to bring pressure to bear on Af states withdraw
support fr nat lib mouemnts in SA & Namibia

3. IDestablisation®™ - to make it imp. fr states to
deu & strengthn ecorT"omiess, pursue nationl
reconstruct on, end dependence
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Therefore becomes clear tt bombs sent to

Ruth and de Braganca uere logical & important
part o this total programme.

& in all these actions, as uith murdr bomb sent
to R, not imp. uhethr directly prepared in SA

or uhethr done thru othr orgs & gps: t directior
t technical knowledge, comes frm heart o SA,

t traing, planng, instigstng, financng stems
directly from Pretoria.

Ths~ivea force by Gen Johan Coetzee, one day aftr
R*s murder, tt SA is committed to t uncompromisir
pursuit & destruction o blk nationalist guerillas
wherever they may be.

2. THE EARLY YEARS

Article in RDM stated: "It is acceptd tt though
Prof First ™ work uas principally in the academic
field, she uas a person of considerable political
importance.”

Urong. Uk pxiREip in all fields totally politically
motivated & directd. Mkportaaon LI m
iffy every facet o hr uk its strength us ths
politic, motivation.

POLITICAL HOUSEHOLD. Parents, CP. Doind YCL.
thn CP, uhose early support fr fight fr nat lib
made it inevitably ally o AfIC.

In ths uay, R came to knu many ANC people, ukd uth
thm as colleague & friend.

(Early pol act} 46 Mine strike, leaflets. Jouonalist
career begn 46 & one yr later, BETHAL, uth Gert
Sibande.

Tuo things to considr uhn recallng “scoops ™.

1st, they came abt bcos o paper®s close contacts
uth people”™ only papr tt supportd their struggle;
they came to papr uth their stories.

2ndt hr uk as journalist nevr indiv scoops like so
many press revelations. They uere part of uncoverng
of uhole ap. systm, & bound up uth import, pol.
campaigns, (as uth potato boycott)

Thru th($ probng & crusadg journalism, R came to

direct coptapt yth life o blk _people, nt just
fringes, bf intimate 1insight into 1ts realities.
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FIGHTING TALK. Hu R startd many on literary
careers - seen hr uorkng on Hutchinson, e8. -
flgsin, FT us nt simply lively journl, it us
movemnt |Spr, supportd, financd, distributd by
t orgs; nevr hd pretensions to being impartial

journl o literary pieces i -p&vyyA/'-

Married 49. Home at RP, uth 3 daughtrs, extended
hospitality to all.

-—-~%e uere closely integratd —on holrdoys
t-oge-t-hr, enjoyd social aspects o our lives before
impositions o house arrests & bans made 1t imp.
There uere many sch yrs, bt evn these neur movd

far frm t pol:
eg, Sun, uine, braaivleis - rasie funds FT
or pty at end o TT uhn reportrs jumpd thriy

CP baftrf 50. R helpd form new underground.

Arrests in 56 - two stages, van Niekerk.
O|FFIChIt "PHES m . -
ANC bannd, emergency. Joe in jail, bt R our

ﬁtleé\)rdr TILLY & OULIUS again steppd in. M
IwJj
e

turnd to uk underground red hair.

N first bannd aftr returng to 50 frm SUA, collectnc
material fr bk, stll outstandg & useful.
In SUA, nt just journalist seekng material - kneu
uht she uantd, who to see, & hr pol. contacts
made poss to reach blk leadrs & knu their problms

Finally bannd frm uritng, publisdhng, prohibitd

frm enterg premises o any ppr or publication, R
startd librarian course as poss nu career. She us
in Univsty library uhn SB %“came to arrest hr in 63,
RIVONIA :

Closely associatd uth Mandela, etc. State hd evider
they needd. Kept hr fr 117 days. Cclz <

She knu pol life at tt time in SA us our, & uent
into exile.



4. EXILE

R lovd Ldn, stimulatng, “own girl".
Bt fr R, as fr exiles, thrust o wk us changd.

Stll tremendsly activ/e, nu in AAM & ANC; demand
as speakr, writer, policy-makr.

Enormously busy & productive: vistd Af ovr period
o yrs to write B8RREL OF A GUN.
Co-authored the SA CONNECTION - again valuable
weapon evn today.
Book on LIBYA

Midwife to 2 othr bks, Oginga Odinga & si LL.
Mbeki % Peasants Revolt, whiléAbrem Uabbem

Last bk, togethr wth Anne Scott, us Schreiner.

PERSONAL TESTIMONY: knw hr long time, bt yrs before
I really came, to knu hr.

Brilliant, supr intellect, probing,, questioning
mind, independent & not sfraid o challenging
acceptd views.

Ths made some uncomfortable - no one likes to
hve to rethink entrenchd positions.

SHAU: T reasonable man adapts hmself to t wrld;

t unreasonable one persists in tryg to adapt t
wrld to himself. Therefore all progress depends on
t unreasonable man.

She ws oftn impatient, particluarly o fools. Many

men find i1t hard to accept very clever women.
Sn&was_ r&Mees, tfyvck

Bt she ws not  arrogant or self-imporanx/

tt olrvrsp e Acotfth axe, in erent?%n1Whes &7+ U%,gsucee&
5. MAPUTO J

R returnd to her roots whn she went to Moz.
Removd frm tt Western Milieu of academic debate.
Returnd to uk directly relatd to SA struggle, to
help transform ths poor country so dependent on
SA into ind. soc. state.

It us as tho EUERYTHNG CAME TOGETHR AT MAPUTO
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t lifelong traing in digging up facts, in
research & investigation

the reporter®s yrs tt hd opened up fr hr t life
o those othrs, t great blk majority o SA's,
t miners, t migrant ukrs, t deprivd people

her experience o t Isu & o courts, o prison &

i30latiOn _ ) i .. i
hr academic experience in Britain, &l rarfetrig as
a teachr, public speakr, lecturer.

her creative writing & anti-aparthed activities
durg 15 yrs o exile in England

her penetrating Marxist understandg o Moz *s
needs.

At Maputo, headed internat. team as research dir, &
drew on all ths rch past to help initiate plans

& projects tt uld b viable both frm an economic

& also a socio-political standpoint.

Hanlon: ,In her ” yrs in ¢pz> Rff did uht most

academics on the left only dream of: she
created a centre of activist research
helping to transform a society.. . . she
uorkd fr tt transformation because she saw
t victory of socialism in Moz as crucial
fr t developmnt o socialism in SA.

Clearly, t ap. regime agrees

T Moz Miner - pastng up, pix, layouts. Othr
projects were in vital areas o industry & ag.

She continued to participate 1 t uk o t ANC,
& In AA activites both nationally & internationally

"Stream of hr talent us floung at full spate/

Brilliant, yes. Cld hve made mark as indiu/ in many
fields. Bt ths us nt her choice. T result is tt

her natural gifts & her life's work are immeasurabJ
increasd in value.

R helpd shape many policies & activities in the
CP & ANC. But she in turn us shapd by t orgs thru
uhich she uorkd. 2-uay dialectical process - t
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* t lifelong traing in research & investigation
x Sc3dic™n\ic +

Duffodny Wii/ev'yfy
* t reporter®s yrs tt had opened up fr hr t life
of those othrs, t great blk majority of SAs
t miners, t migrant labourers, t deprivd people,

* her experience o t lau & o courts, of prison &
of 1isolation;

* her creative writing & anti-ap activities durng
15 yrs in England;

* her penetrstng understandg o Moz®"s needs.

She headed international team as research directr
& drew on all this rich past to help initiate
plans & projects tt uld b viable both frm an
economic & a socio-political standpoint.

Hanlon in NS:In hr 4 yrs in Rr did uht mott

academics on the left only dream of: she creatd
a centre of activist research helpg to transforn

a society.
o[ Moz Diner - she uorkd uth scissors. Ue discussd
layouts & pictures. Othr projects were 1in

vital areas o agriculture & industry.

Brilliant, yes.. Cld hve made hr mark as individuaj
in whatever chosen field. But this us not her
choice. Result is tt hr abilities & life ™ uk are
immeasurably increasdd in importance.

R helpd shape many policies & mch activity in CP*£f
in ANC AAAWH* BUT SHE IN TURN us shaped by t

orgs thru which she uorkd. It uas 2-uay dialectics
process - t reaction o the indiv on t collective,
& of t collective movemnt on the individual.

Hr bks remain, but the living memorial to RF is
our movement. Even if ue cld distance ourselves

from t personal iorrou, uhich many of us cannot,
ue could not lessen t political loss.

Yet paraj*rjficjally, ths”T&ES 1is reducd™pYecisely
becaus,er dut yeaders-/our [lluthulis, >t(otares,

DB M~rks, Hodgson”™; Ngoy” & soipeny otjnrs, uhn
the/ died 16ft i-heir lives inextricably uoven
into our pr\gE*mt struqgql” iftfur future Itriumph.



reaction o t indiv/id on t collective, & of t
collective on the individual.

Hr books remain, but t living memorial to RF 1is
our movement. Even if we cld distance ourselves
frm our personal sorrow, uhich many of us cannot,
tSfc*~stillA would nt lessen t political loss.

Vet, paradoxically, ths loss 1is reducd precisely
because of the high value of her life. For all
of these, all our leaders, for Luthuli & Kotane,

for 3B Marks, Hodgson, Lilian Ngoyi, Bram Fischer,

Duma Nokwe, for the murdered 1inside & outside

t apsrtheid prisons, Ngudle, Saloojee, Nzanga,
Fladiba, Biko, Aggett, Dipale & so many more, for
all these, like Ruth, when they died left their
lives inextricably woven into our present
struggle and into our future triumph.

Death shall have no dominion. AmandlaJ
A Luta Continual
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I uas deeply affectd by R"s departure. She uas
a closse friend Sense of personal & pol loss. She
had been intimate part o t struggle. SA uld be
poorer. Felt | had a stone in my heart uhn

I uarchd t plan e go.
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