
their position, we find them legislat
ing to the disadvantage o f the other 
sections, especially the African sec
tion. For the latter section they have 
passed a series o f restrictive and dis
criminating laws; they have framed 
strict and harassing regulations and, 
from time to time, as out o f a blue 
sky, they have proclaimed in gazettes 
extraordinaires new restrictions and 
limitations under which the ' ‘Native 
must live and which he must obey. 
The fundamental spirit and philo
sophy o f this legislation is that the 
“  Native ”  must not roam about seek
ing salvation and improvement of his 
lot through channels that are not 
approved by the Government specially 
for him. The Native must be con
trolled without regard to the way in 
which the measures o f control affect 
his well-being and future. Controlled 
and kept in his place, he must be.

Under these acts, regulations and 
proclamations the “  Native’s ”  activi
ties are prescribed and proscribed, 
and for him to do anything to the 
contrary, like other sections of the 
community, is to commit an offence 
punishable by a fine or imprison
ment. Hence, the non-European has 
more crimes and offences to commit 
than Europeans. No wonder the 
finest, the most expensive and the 
largest government buildings where 
there are large “ Native”  populations 
are police stations, magistrates’ courts 
and gaols. There is a harvest to be 
reaped, and the police need only



make a little effort to gather this hai- 
vest. With the fast pick-up vans they 
net their victims in haste and sort 
them out at police stations at leisure.

LAW S AND CRIM E

It will, no doubt, interest my 
readers to know how these laws play 
an important role in the criminalisa- 
tion of the Native. Here are some of 
the statistics extracted from the offi
cial year book of the Union of South 
Africa for 1939 and 1940 respec
tively. In 1938, the total number of 
offenders convicted was 114,870 Euro
peans and 588,329 non-Europeans 
respectively. Of the total convictions 
among non-Europeans, 328,638 were 
Africans convicted under special 
offences for Natives only. In 1939, 
under the same heading we find the 
convictions to have been 108,631 
Europeans and 663,079 non-Euro^ 
peans. Of the latter we find that 
358,643 were Africans convicted for 
these special offences.

The following table gives an 
analysis of the offences committed 
and the number convicted during the 
years under review:—

Convictions.
Year: 1938 Year: 1939

Drunkenness.............
Illegal possession of

Native liquor .........
Location Regulations 
Masters and Servants 

Act ...........................

Native Labour Regula
tions ............. .......... -

34,653 39,475

65,700 77,582
20,243 20,635

18,370 18,356
87,566 101.309

20,992 25.066



Native Taxation 55,059 48,668

It is desirable here to point out 
that:—

(1) We have included the number 
o f convictions for drunkenness in this 
table not only because the restrictions 
imposed upon the African under the 
Liquor Act encourage the brewing of 
vile concoctions in spite of beer halls, 
but because the administration ol the 
provisions of the Act seems calcu
lated to exploit the African finan
cially and spiritually.

(2 ) Through these discriminating 
laws our legislators share the respon
sibility for the conviction o f 687.281 
or over half-a-million people in two 
years. It should be conceded, there
fore, by all fairminded and intelli
gent people that these laws are possi
bly the finest factories of crime ever 
built by any Christian and democra
tic nation.

R E STR IC TIO N S

These laws restrict the movement 
of the African, limit his bargaining 
powers, doom him as a racial group 
to unskilled employment and to the 
lowest wage levels. He may not show 
individuality, personality and initia
tive according to his ability beyond 
the limited sphere outlined for him 
by our Native legislation. He must

Natives (Urban Areas)
Act ...........................

Trespass ................ ....
7,501 7,511 

18,555 20,037

Total 328,638 358,643



remain a “ Native.”  act like a “ Native”  
and think like a “ Native,”  at least 
outwardly, to satisfy the rulers.

These laws also influence race 
attitudes unfavourably and strain 
race relations between White and 
Black. They lay bare the policy 
of racial and colour exploitation, 
causing Africans to look upon most 
European fellow-countrymen as their 
oppressors and eternal enemies. They 
make him. the African, lose confi
dence in the justice of his White 
rulers in South Africa. Further, 
these laws tend to fan racial preju
dices in their enforcement and they 
lead to miscarriages of justice in their 
administration. They disregard, too, 
the human aspect in dealing with 
“  Native ”  suspects and accused and 
even “  Native ”  prisoners.

The police come into frequent and 
unfortunate contact with Africans in 
the enforcement o f these laws. The 
police have a hundred-and-one oppor
tunities under these regulations to 
harass and embarrass any African. 
Magistrates and prosecutors some
times deal with hundreds o f cases a 
day as a result. No wonder that 
some have lost their tempers and air 
their prejudices. Rushed for time, 
they have no opportunity to studv all 
the aspects o f each case in order to 
find mitigating circumstances. Mass 
trials tend to become a temptation 
with a consequent miscarriage o f jus
tice, especially in some o f our lower 
courts.



In the words o f Dr. F. E. T. 
Krause, “  The African is all the time 
a prisoner in the land o f his birth, 
although he might not be confined 
within prison walls.”

Finally, we have here laws that are 
both humiliating and demoralising to 
all Africans, laws which leave them 
with a sense o f despair and frustra
tion. They tend to breed and develop 
a callous, contemptuous and inhuman 
attitude in some of their administra
tors towards Africans, and as I have 
stated elsewhere, they are “ politically 
undemocratic, morally un-Christian, 
administratively unjust and unfair,”  
disregarding human decency in other 
human beings.

For the sake of goodwill, which 
is the source o f strength for the 
advancement of South Africa as a 
whole, all restrictive and discriminat
ing legislation such as I have referred 
to in this article must be scrapped 
so that South Africa might be honest 
to her ideals o f “ Christianity, Demo
cracy and human decency”  without 
criminalising other human beings.

★

(Reprinted from "Common Sense," 
March, 1943.)
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Second South African Vacation Course 
in Native Education.

INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

T h e  Soutli African Vacation Courses in Native Education are a joint 
endeavour on the part of the several Provinces, Protectorates and 
Colonies of Southern Africa on the one hand and the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York on the other, to continue tlie professional 
training of all engaged in Native Education in Southern Africa.

The chief point which is stressed in these courses is the signifi
cance of the school as a social centre for the development of the 
Native peoples. In these lectures the school is not regarded only as a 
place where Native children are instructed for so many hours a day 
but also as the centre of the spiritual, mental, physical and material 
welfare of tlie people.

In the first place the Native school must achieve its primary 
purpose of instructing- the children who attend it. To this end it 
must be properly organized, well conducted, and adequately super
vised. All these points will be dealt with in the lectures of this 
course.

As the centre of the spiritual and moral life of the people the 
school will be the place where religious services are held and where 
such organizations as the Pathfinder and Wayfarer movements have 
their headquarters. Besides this a religious and moral atmosphere 
will pervade all the school’ s undertakings.

As the centre of the mental welfare of the community the .school 
becomes the venue of village culture, the glee and choral societies, 
the debating club and so forth.

As a health centre the school co-operates with all agencies engaged 
in improving the health of the people. It is here that health lectures 
and demonstrations are given, clinics for children and adults are held, 
and suitable recreation is offered.

As the centre for the material development of the Natives the 
Community School not only conducts its own agricultural and 
industrial undertakings but co-operates with the agricultural demon
strators, becomes the venue for agricultural shows and industrial 
exhibitions, offers courses in needlework, cookery and other practical 
subjects.

It is not expected that every Native school can perform all or 
even many of these duties, but all Native schools can carry out some 
of these functions and at any rate the wider use of the Native school 
can become the aim of all engaged in Native Education.

The adoption of this aim involves a changed outlook on the part 
of all engaged in Native Education, and with this new outlook 
increased and more responsible duties, the teacher now becomes a



missionary in the wider sense of the term as well as a teacher. To 
assist him in this enlarged sphere of work the following lectures, 
visits and demonstrations have been arranged. It is hoped' that all 
members of the course will interpret these lectures and visits in terms 
of their own experience and needs.

To a very considerable degree the work of the course will be 
undertaken by discussion lectures. As much and perhaps more will be 
learnt from the contributions of members as from the lecttrrers them
selves, all members are invited to ask questions and to take part in 
discussions. To this end note-taking will be reduced to a minimum 
and lecturers will dictate what they wish members of the course to 
take down in writing.

W e are fortunate in being able to hold the course in Johannes
burg, which, provides most valuable illustrative material. W e are 
even more fortunate in being able to have The Priory as our head
quarters, where the authorities have put themselves to very consider
able inconvenience to accommodate us. Let us show our gratitude by 
our courteous and considerate behaviour, especially in the matter of 
punctuality and by putting up cheerfully with the slight incon
veniences which almost always arise under such circumstances.

C. T. LORAM, 
H. M. BUREOTJGH,

Joint Directors „



TIME-TABLE.

First Week Commencing 
30/6/1930.

A.M.
6-30 Rising Bell.

7 -00 Physical Exercises.

7-45 Breakfast.

8-4:5 Devotions.

9-00 Principles of Social Education. 

9-45 Measurement in Education.

10-30 Recess.

11-00 Supervision of Schools.

11-45 Community Activities, Men.

P.M.
12-30 Dinner.

2-00 Demonstrations, Excursions, 
Games, etc.

6-00 Supper.

7 -00 Lectures, Debates, etc.

9-00 Prayers.

9-30 Lights out.

Second Week Commencing 
7/7/1930.

Rising Bell.

Physical Exercises.

Breakfast.

Devotions.

Principles of Social Education. 

Social Hygiene.

Recess.

Teaching of Special Subjects. 

Community Activities, Women.

Dinner.

Demonstrations, Excursions,, 
Games, etc.

Supper.

Lectures, Debates, etc.

Prayers.

Lights out.



Principles of Social 
Education.

TWELVE LECTURES BY DR. C. T. LORAM, M.A., LL.B., Ph.D., 
CHIEF INSPECTOR OF SCHOOLS, NATAL.

L e c t u r e  I .
Reduced to its lowest terins education is the agency by which the 

older generation brings about in the younger generation those changes 
of original nature which it regards as desirable. A short outline of 
the Learning Process. The aims of education vary at different periods 
of the world’s history. The aim adopted in these lectures is Social 
Efficiency. What is meant by Social Efficiency'1

L e c t u r e  II .
The danger of regarding education as a conglomeration of 

subjects. A re-synthesis of education is needed. The “  essentials of 
education ”  accepted are (i) character building, (ii) health, 
(iii) family life, (iv) use of the environment, (v) recreation.

L e c t u r e  I I I .
The methods of character training, (i) formal, through i nstruction 

in religion, ethics, and (ii) informal, through practice of desirable 
ethical qualities. The agencies outside school co-operating in 
character training. The use of games as a character training agent.

L k c t i r e  IV.
After character, health should be the prime consideration of 

education. Obstacles to health in Native life and in Native schools. 
The place of health in Native training institutions and schools. How 
much physiology shall we teach and how shall we teach it.' Hygiene 
in and out of school.

L e c t u r e  V.
The training of Natives in medicine and public health. Analysis 

of Report of the Government Commission of Enquiry. The school as 
lie 11th centre.

L e c t u r e  V I.
The family as the unit of social organization. The position of 

the Native family in (a) rural and (b) urban centres. The results of 
the decay of family life. The function of the school in re-building 
the family. Education for family life of (a) boys, (h) girls.

L e c t u r e  VII.
The use of the environment as a function of the educative process. 

The changing environment of the Native people in (a) farming,
(6) industrial life. An analysis of the Native school syllabus in terms 
of the Native’s needs.



L e c t u r e  Y III .
Native agriculture. The plight of the Native farmer. Amount 

of land available. Stock and over-stocking. The proposals of the 
Department of Native Agriculture in the Union.

L e c t u r e  IX .
The social outlook of the “  tool subjects ”  in Native schools—  

Reading, Writing, Arithmetic. The choice of reading and arithmetic 
books. Specimens of “  social ”  arithmetic.

L e c t u r e  X.
The social outlook of the “  content subjects ”  in Native schools—  

History, Geography, Native Study. The proper functions of history 
and geography. A suggested basis for new syllabuses. Examples.

L e c t u r e  X I.
The necessity for recreation. Recreation in primitie Native life. 

Music, drill, manual training and games as re-creative agents. School 
choirs and their training. Choir competitions. Physical drill and its 
place in the curriculum. What should be the teacher’s attitude 
towards dances, bioscopes, etc. ? Games and how to organize them.

L e c t u r e  X II .
A recapitulation of the lectures will be made by the drawing up 

of possible time-tables for various types of schools.

T e x t  B o o k s .
Loram : The Education of the S. African Native.
Jesse Jones: The Essentials of Education.
Cape Education Department: Suggestions for Teachers in Native 

Schools.



Measurement in Education.
FIVE LECTURES BY DR. E. G. MALHERBE, M.A., Ph.D., 

DIRECTOR OF RECORDS AND RESEARCH, UNION 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.

1. What intelligence tests are and how they originated.
2. The meaning of mental age and intelligence quotient— their social

implications.
3. The preparation and giving of mental achievement tests with

practical demonstrations.
4. The practical application and use of tests in schools.
5. The relationship between mental tests and character training.



S o c i a l  H y g i e n e .
FIVE LECTURES B Y  REV. R A Y  E. PHILLIPS, M.A., B.D., 

DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL W ORK, AMERICAN ZULU 
MISSION, JOHANNESBURG.

L e c t u k e  I.
Introduction.— Man in God’s image; a creator. Sex a divinely 

01 deieel arrangement. Vital to perpetuate race. Universal instinct 
in human beings. Capable of finest sublimation and of grossest abuse.

Heathen people recognized need for knowledge and control. 
Lacked scientific knowledge, but worked out system of control which 
worked.

Present day chaos. Thousands of young people lack even tlie 
partial knowledge imparted by heathen schools. Licence instead of 
lestiaint. \\ idespread immorality in towns. Increase of sex diseases.

Knowledge of the physical facts of sex will not alone remedy 
situation Must be coupled with religious idealism. But knowledge 
of the H hy and VA herefore of creative physical processes will help. 
Removes the mystery surrounding sex which invites experimentation.

“  Where did I come from ?”  first question of children should be 
answered and correctly. Duty of teachers, clergy, parents, to be able 
to answer that and further questions. And to point the way for young 
people to victorious fight for personal purity.

L e c t u e e  I I .
The Reproductive Process.— How the Creator Keeps His Creation 

(jromg.
A .— A sexual, or monogonous reproduction, in the lower types of 

animal life. The cell the unit of life. Simple division in 
Amelia, budding m Hydra,— Infusorians. Fission in 
oporozoa Parthogenisis, wasps, crustacea.

B.— Sexual Reproduction. By male and female germ cells. 
External fertilization and development of egg and sperm as 
in fish— the Salmon. Internal fertilization but external 
development from egg as in chick, worms. Internal fertili
zation and internal development in higher animals__cats
dogs, cattle, horses.

L e c t u r e  III .
Reproductive Process: Human, Beings.— Similar to that of 

higher animals. The male and female germ cells. Male spermatozoa 
female ova. ’

Male reproductive organs and their functions. The glandular 
secretions. Tw ofold  function of semen, or “ seed,” — (1) Internal 
absorbed by blood to bring about changes of puberty, making man out 
of the boy, (2) External, the reproductive agent.



Female reproductive organs and functions. Tlie ovum— at fertili
zation, its development through the embryo to time of birth.

L e c t u r e  IY .
Reproduction and Sexual H ygiene.— Prime importance of sex 

direction in wholesome development. Ignorance responsible for host 
of evils. Relation of sex indulgence to vitality. Masturbation, or 
self-abuse. Illicit sexual intercourse and prostitution. Venereal 
diseases: what they are. Results to individuals and offspring.

Dangers of quack remedies, consulting advertising practitioners. 
Effect of alcohol in lowering resistance. Fondling. The modern 
dance. Suggestive pictures. Need for scrupulous physical 
cleanliness.

L e c t u r e  V.
A. Community Safeguards.

1. Conventi ons— Chaperon age.
2. Fight against vile cinema performances, theatrical shows; con

ditions that make for drink.
3. Provision for wholesome recreation.
4. Education in matters of sex.
5. Give religious basis to young.

13. How Present Sex Information to Children— Illustration.
C. Christian attitude toward' Sex.

The ideal, the Christian family and home. Children from 
such home best fitted for life.

Necessity for developing chivalrous attitude toward members 
of opposite sex. Single standard for men and women. W orthy
occupation of spare time. “  Getting ourselves off our hands.”  
Sublimation of sex desire. Creative work in world remaining to 
be done.

N o t e .—This course is open only to men students.



Supervision of Schools.
FIVE LECTURES BY VARIOUS INSPECTORS AND 

SUPERVISORS OF SCHOOLS.

Subject. Lecturer.
1. The Principles of School Supervision ......................................
2. The Ideal Inspector of Schools ....................................................
3. The Ideal Supervisor of Schools ....................................................
4. How to Start a New School ..........................................................
5. The Work of the Head Office.............. Mr. H. M. Burrough.



Re Teaching of Special 
Subjects.

B Y  VARIOUS LECTURERS

Subject. Lecturer.
1. The Infant Department .................................................................
2. The Teaching of the Vernacular...................................................
3. The Teaching of English and Afri

kaans.............................................................................................
4. Craft W o rk ........................................................................................
5. The “  Dalton Plan ”  in Native .....................................

Schools..............................................  Rev. Alban Winter.



C o m m u n i t y  A c t i v i t i e s .
EIGHT LECTURES AND DEMONSTRATIONS BY REV. R AY 
E. PHILLIPS, DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL W ORK, AMERICAN 

ZULU MISSION, JOHANNESBURG.

L e c t u r e  I.
Introductory.— Sanctions of old tribal life. The coming of 

Christianity. Strength and weaknesses of the New Christian Com
munity. The Necessity for building a bridge to a new order of life. 
The Relation of home, church and school in a constructive programme. 
The wider held of endeavour for Christian agencies. The high 
potential moral values in wholesome recreation. The vital need of 
supervision and wise direction if character-building values are to be 
conserved. Fuller use of school plant necessary.

L e c t u r e  II .
Building a Xev; Social Order for the Children.— Extension of 

school facilities to all children basis. But for present real demand for 
Night Schools. Some experiments in Night School organization. The 
place of the Sunday School in the life of the* community. Making the 
Bible real to children— Dramatizing Biblical scenes, etc.

Enlisting the children in campaign for beautifying the Com
munity. Tree planting, Flower competitions.

Suggested games for (1) indoor use, and (2) outdoor use.

L e c t u r e  III.
Continuation of Previous Lecture.— Inter-school Athletic Com

petitions for boys and girls. -How to organize a ** knock-out ”  tourna
m ent; “  round robin ”  tournaments.

The origin and aim of the Pathfinder Movement for Native boys. 
How to organize a Pathfinder troop. Relation of parents, Control 
Committee. Meetings. Camps.

L e c t u r e  IV.
The New Social Order for Young People.— Debating Societies and 

Discussion groups. The “  Gamma Sigma ”  Club. Suggested subject 
for debates. Enlisting outside speakers.

Magazines and Libraries. Care of books. Newspapers.
Indoor activities. Specimen evening programmes. “  Ice

breakers.”  Selected best indoor games, lleels and rhythmic games 
with singing or instrumental music. Indoor athletic sports: Paddle 
tennis, badminton, volley ball, basket ball, hand ball, deck tennis, 
etc. How to get maximum results from a minimum of expenditure.

L e c t u r e  V.
Previous Lecture continued.— Outdoor sports, games, and athletic 

competitions. Selected outdoor games. Organization of football, 
tennis, and cricket associations. The Municipal Association at



Johannesburg. Girls’ sports: Basket ball, field hockey, etc. New 
sports which have succeeded elsewhere, i.e., “  Kitten B all,”  “  Serve- 
us ”  Ball.

The 1st All-African Games; preparation for the nest Continental 
Games.

L e c t u r e  Y I .
Previous Lecture continued.— Group concerts, music and drama

tics. Available music. Community “  sings.”  Suggested programmes. 
Sources of material. Educational use of the Gramophone. The 
Bioscope.

L e c t u r e  V II.
The new Social Order for Adults.— United Community En

deavours. Picnics and Sports Days.
Guarding the Community’s Health. “  Clean Up ”  Weeks.

Kill That Fly ”  campaigns. Red Cross Chapters. Lectures and 
Exhibits. Poster Displays. Instruction of children in Sexual 
Hygiene by parents. Women’ s meetings to study “  Care and Feed
ing of Children.”  “  Baby Shows.”  Danger of Alcohol.

Economic well-being. “  True wealth is in tbe earth.”  Impor
tance of organizing producers. Farmers’ associations. The employ
ment of farm demonstrators. Agricultural newspapers. Co-operative 
organizations; People’ s Banks, Egg Circles, etc.

Industrial organization in the towns. Labour Unions. Co
operation of workers the way out.

L ecttjh e  Y I I I .
Leadership in Community Welfare.— Unique responsibility 

resting upon educated men and women. Welfare of community rests 
largely upon them. The future largely in their hands. Vision 
needed which will lead to sacrificial giving of life. For employed 
leaders of recreation and community welfare opportunities are opening 
up faster than they can be tilled. But main work must be that of 
voluntary workers.

Qualities for success in Community Leadership.
Suggested form of Community Organization by Mr. E. 0. Lovell. 

The Bantu Community League.



Community Activities for 
Women.

FOUR LECTURES AND DEMONSTRATIONS, BY MRS. J. D. 
RHEINALLT-JONES, B.Sc., DIVISIONAL SUPERINTENDENT, 

GIRL W AYFARERS, TRANSVAAL.

L e c t u r e  I.
General discussion of the problem which has become acute because

of—-
(a) new conditions in the rural areas due to break down of 

tribal controls, changed industrial and labour conditions;
(b) special conditions in urban areas due to changed housing 

conditions, child labour and other incidentals of the new 
civilization.

The special problem of little children in rural and 
urban areas.

L e c t u r e  II.
Activities for girls from, 5 to 10.—

1. Need for training in habits.
2. General notes on the Wayfarer organization. (Handbooks and 

Constitution to be supplied.)
3. The “  Sunbeam ”  section of the Wayfarers—

(i) The formation of Sunbeam detachments;
(ii) The running of a Sunbeam meeting;

(iii) Games, etc., suitable for Sunbeams.
4. Suitable activities where organized “  Sunbeam ”  work is not 

possible.

L e c t u r e  II I .
Older School Girls—

A .— The Wayfarer Organization—
(a) The formation of Wayfarer detachments (notes on the 

starting of a Wayfarer detachment).
(b) The running of a Wayfarer meeting. (Notes on “  A 

Wayfarer Meeting.” )
(c) Suitable games, songs, etc. (Bulletins, etc.)
(d) Preparation for First Step (Handbooks to be used).
(e) Preparation for Second Step (Handbooks to be used.)
(/) Proficiency Badge Work (Handbooks to be used).



B.— Some notes on Wayfarer (and Sunbeam) records (cards, ete.r 
to be supplied).

C.— Possible activities where Wayfarer organization is not 
possible.

L e c t u r e  IV.
Work among Older Girls and Women—

A.— Senior Wayfarer Detachments.
B.— W omen’s Clubs.
C.— Hostel Accommodation in towns.
D .— Delinquent Native Women and their Reclamation..
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FOREWORD

This is a brief report and resume to the pastors 
and churches, to the National Baptist Convention, 
U.S.A., Inc., and the interested public on my recent 
second trip to Africa and other parts in the interest 
of our Foreign Mission program.

As in the first instance, the report is again dedi
cated to my devoted and faithful wife, Mrs. Ethel 
Adams. Through the years she has faithfully and lov
ingly stood by and helped me. In all the years of 
my life, I have found her to be my most dependable 
and trustworthy advisor, whose interest in me I could 
never doubt. Even on this trip, while I have had the 
prayers and interest of many people, for which I am 
truly thankful and appreciative, no one has hoped, 
prayed, worried and wished as my wife has done, 
both her concern, suffering and sacrifice having been 
greater than that of anyone else could be, under the 
circumstances, for me to make the long, varied and 
perilous journey of about 40,000 miles, mostly by 
air but some by car, bus, railroad and foot.

This, therefore, is but a feeble and humble pub
lic acknowledgment of the debt I owe my wife and 
the love and devotion in which I hold her.
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Leaving The United States
Coming April 1, 1947, preceded by much prayer and 

preparation, it was just one day before my scheduled take
off from New York by plane, with Johannesburg, Union of 
South Africa, some 12,000 miles away, as my first planned 
stop. I left Philadelphia April 1, in the afternoon, by auto
mobile for New York, accompanied by my wife and assistant 
secretary, Dr. R. A. Cromwell. On the way we stopped in 
Newark New Jersey, to see Dr. and Mrs. H. T. Borders and 
other friends and arrived in New York in due time for a good 
night's rest.

The plane was scheduled to leave at 5 P.M., April 2, but 
when I arose early in the morning, the heavens were heavy 
and dark with fog and a steady downpour of rain, which 
made the flight uncertain. Nevertheless, I went to the air
port all ready to go, but was told that the take-off, because of 
weather conditions, had been postponed six hours, to 11 P.M., 
without any certainty as to that. I came back to the city 
and bided the time for final outcome. Not caring to make 
another long journey in the rain, only to be told of furiher 
delay, I called the airport at 9 P.M. and inguired about the 
prospects, and was told the plane had been cleared. We 
made our way again to La Guardia airfield, and with all 
checking-in having been done after we arrived at the air
port, there was nothing to do but await the time of departure.

A day or two before I was to leave, Dr. J. C. Austin wired 
from Chicago .for information as to when and from where I 
was departing. With that settled, he called by 'phone to 
say that he would arrive in New York at 9 A.M., April 2, the 
day of sailing. I met Dr. Austin at the home of Rev. V . 
Abner Brown, he having come all the way from Chicago with 
written greetings and assurances of the prayers of the officers
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and churches of the Illinois Baptist Convention and the gift 
of a 'cheer' book, "Daily Strength For Daily Needs." That 
is friendship personified and made a living reality.

Doctors Brown and Austin made two trips, with many 
brethren from the Metropolitan Baptist Church, to the airport 
and remained to the last minute of the take-off. Also, never 
to be forgotten is the fact that, although Dr. H. T. Borders, of 
Newark, N. T., was just recovering from a long siege of sick
ness, he made his way through the rain to the airport with 
Mrs. Borders and a large delegation of the New Jersey pas
tors, which included also Dr. Jenkins, of upstate New York. I 
can only say thank God for such a show of interest ana 
friendship. Of course my dear wife came along with her 
sister and Dr. R. A. Cromwell and stayed with me until it 
seemed that I was suddenly and ruthlessly snatched from 
them to board the plane.

Promptly at 11 P.M. all passengers were ordered to hi: 
the gangway for the plane. It was disappointing that my 
wife and many friends who had gone through so much to 
see me away could not accompany me to the plane; they 
could only view it from the top of a roof garden. The giant 
four-engine Pan American Clipper had an apt name in “The 
Flying Mist." Soon after entering the plane and the fasten
ing of belts and warming up of motors, we were in the air 
high above New York City, headed for the Atlantic Ocean. 
It is a weird and a beautiful scene, by night, to look down 
upon the myriad streams and clusters of New York lights. 
It was still raining, and rained all night, but we were far 
above the clouds, and the first log handed all passengers re
vealed 15,000 feet altitude and a temperature of a very low 
degree. These logs are handed passengers at intervals to 
inform them of altitudes, temperatures and positions, as well 
as distances from certain points. The reading of the second 
log showed that we were traveling at an altitude of 18,000 
feet and a speed of 312 miles per hour, being favored by a 
tail wind.

The seat I occupied overlooked the two right-hand mo
tors. Not having sat in such a position before, when I saw
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the great tongues of flames leaping from the double exhaust 
pipes of both engines, which can always be seen at night, if 
one is in position to see, I momentarily thought the ship was 
on fire. I looked for some emergency sign and saw none. 
Then I gazed at the passengers and stewardess and seeing 
that they were calm, I lfted myself, made an inspection of the 
left-hand motors and saw the sheets of fire leaping from 
them also. Therefore, being convinced it was a natural phe 
nomenon, I becalmed myself and settled down for the long 
grind.

Because of a delay of six hours in leaving New York, 
Newfoundland was by-passed and the plane headed straight 
for the Azores. When the next morning, April 3, came, all 
was calm and we were cruising along at about 360 miles per 
hour. At this point, we were informed by the stewardess that 
we were still 660 miles from Santa Maria, in the Azores, and 
would be there in two hours and 20 minutes.

Beneath us were only sea and clouds, but we could see no 
trace of water because the clouds below formed a solid floor 
ihat shut off all view of the ocean. Yet, above was a per
fectly clear blue sky, and when the sun finally made his tri
umphant march above the clouds below, with fiery brush he 
painted the clouds in all the colors of the rainbow, which was 
a sight glorious to behold. This was my second experience 
of a sunrise at sea from an airplane. I was iempted to try a 
second description as at the first time on my way to the 
Ascension Islands, but refrained from yielding to this temp 
tation.

AT SANTA MARIA, IN THE AZORES

In due course of time, we landed at Santa Maria and 
stayed there one hour. We were taken in buses to a res 
taurant for breakfast and lo see something of the Azores, ail 
ct PAA expense, as all meals and bus fares en route are in
cluded with the ticket. The Azores belong to the Portuguese 
Government and are a quaint and largely barren but very 
interesting group of islands. There are many of them, some 
cf which are quite sizable and a considerable distance apart.
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LEAVING THE AZORES

We departed from Santa Maria at about 10:30 A.M., and 
after an uneventful but delightful flight of five hours, we 
were in Lisbon, the capital and metropolis of Portugal. Here 
we had dinner in a swank place. We were supposed to have 
spent only two hours there, but actually stayed seven hours 
for necessary repairs after engine trouble developed. So, 
naturally we took the evening meal there also. The food was 
very good and the courtesy excellent. Mind you, all of this 
was April 3, less than a full day out of New York.

Finally, about 1 A.M., April 4, we took leave for Dakar. 
West Africa. Being somewhat tired and settled on the plane, 
1 slept for the rest of the night. We landed in Dakar about
9 A.M. and remained one hour for breakfast. I was happy 
and praised God for the privilege of being in Africa again. 
This afforded occasion for reminiscing on the historic results 
and happenings that took place there in World War II. As 
you know, Dakar is a French possession, very dreary, hot and 
torlorn-looking.

LEAVING FOR GOLD COAST

We departed from Dakar about 10 A.M. for Accra, Gold 
Coast, West Africa. The going was very rough and bumpy, 
encountering many air pockets and an awful rainstorm; pas
sengers had to fasten their belts to avoid being thrown from 
their seats, but we arrived, safely at Accra about 3 P.M. and 
put up for a twelve-hour rest at the British Overseas Air Cor
poration Rest Quarters. Accra was my first place to stop on 
my previous visit to Africa. We left Accra the following 
morning at 3 o'clock, April 5, for Leopoldville, Belgian Con
go, where we arrived about 10 A.M. for a one-hour stop. 
This flight was also a very high and rough one, with the 
plane bucking and dropping; but it rose in triumphant strides 
and proved itself master of the skies. My stop in Leopold
ville proved most interesting. The natives there had never 
before seen an American Negro, and they came from every-
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where, smiling and bowing, to meet me. I shook hands with 
thousands of them. Notwithstanding there were about thirty- 
five other missionaries (white) on the plane  ̂ they were not 
paid, the least attention by the natives, while I became the 
center of a great jubilation. I became very chummy with 
the missionaries and other passengers. Most of the mission
aries were returning from furloughs to their fields of labor, 
some were going out for the first time, while others were 
South Africans returning home. Most of the time there were 
about forty-two passengers, and usually when some would 
leave the plane, others would get on.

LEAVING LEOPOLDVILLE FOR JOHANNESBURG

The flight from Leopoldville to Johannesburg of seven 
hours was a gentle one, and as the sun went down and dark
ness began to appear, the lights of the city of Johannesburg 
could be seen from the air, outlining a  beautiful and pictur
esque scene of the large and modern city with about a half- 
million population of all types and kinds that make up a 
medley of humanity. Presently the plane landed and I step
ped on the soil of South Africa, where I was destined to soon 
find out, notwithstanding my visa, that no American Negro 
in welcomed in the Union of South Africa by the Dutch ruling 
class known as Afrikanders. I was held up for a long time 
by the immigration officers. This was Saturday evening. 
April 5, and my experiences in the Union of South Africa 
were just beginning. Finally I was told to go ahead and re
port at the immigration office on Tuesday following, as it 
was .a holiday period and all offices were closed from Good 
Friday to the following Tuesday. There was no one to meet 
me, notwithstanding I had wired Rev. J. S. Mahlangu, of the 
W. W. Brown Memorial Mission, to meet me before I left 
Philadelphia. The cable did not reach his home until I had 
been there for about two days. Therefore, I found myself 
alone in a strange and hostile city filled with crooks and rob
bers. However, I was fortunate to find a very fine white 
taxi driver, who took me the long journey from the airport to 
Sophiatown and stayed with me until I was properly shelter-
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ed. After many hours of.inquiring and blundering about and 
having my heavy traveling bag stolen from the trunk of the 
car by a native boy (but which was fortunately retrieved af
ter a long chase by the taxi driver), I finally reached Rev. J.
S. Mahlangu. He was glad, but much surprised to see me, 
as my presence was the first inkling he had had of my com
ing. I was especially thankful to be sheltered for the night, 
as it was rather chilly, and April is the beginning of the win
ter months in these parts, "with the cold weather reaching its 
climax in July and August.

The next morning I was up early and prepared to spend 
my first Sunday there. It was a very busy1 and enjoyable 
one. I set out with Rev. Mahlangu to visit the work both in 
Sophiatown and the principal station at Kliptown. We jour
neyed by bus, train and foot, and I rejoiced to see the church, 
bchool, chapel .and the long row of brick schoolhouses, and 
to learn that with all of its branches there were more 
than one thousand three hundred pupils in attendance, 
with fifteen school teachers, and other native workers 
and fifteen churches which have been organized into a 
convention 01 which Rev. Mahlangu is the president and is 
doing a commendable work with the promise of much greater 
good.

HANDICAPS AND NEEDS

The work there is under a handicap from the pressure 
of the English Baptists that so far has voided government rec
ognition. These brethren want and contend for the freedom 
of the Baptist Church that they would be denied by a tie- 
up with the English Baptists. In fact, this longing for free
dom of expression gave birth to this work when the work at 
Middledrift joined the English Baptists and came under their 
domination. These our brethren would not submit. There
fore, they need and deserve our fullest support.
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DIFFICULTY IN PURCHASING LAND

Bricks are now being assembled for other school build
ings, and while this is being done Brother Mahlangu has been 
authorized to purchase an additional plot of ground for fu
ture expansion. Negroes find it difficult to buy land in the 
Union of South Afiica and it is very costly wherever available.

I found Brother Mahlangu recoving from a severe attack 
of sickness. Many of his churches are far apart and he is in 
much need of a car to serve the field. Therefore, being con
vinced that a car is a missionary necessity in this field, I au
thorized him to enter the market for a new Plymouth car and 
assured him money would be sent to pay for it. The Metro
politan Baptist Church of New York City assures at least 
$2,000.00 per year for this station. The Nineteenth Street 
Baptist Church of Washington, D. C„ also devotes its contrib
ution to this station. This is not enough to meet building 
and expansion purposes, thus we must find a way to add to 
it from our general funds.

ENTERTAINMENT IN JOHANNESBURG

Through Rev. Mahlangu, I was fortunate to find a very 
unique stopping place for my entire stay in Johannesburg. It 
was the beautiful and modern home of Dr. A. B. Xuma, the 
famous and acknowledged native leader of more than eight 
million natives. He is an eminent and wealthy physician, 
with degrees from leading American and European univer
sities. He is president of the All African Congress and the 
Nemesis of General J. C. Smuts. Dr. Xuma is a shining ex
ample of the possibilities and capabilities of pure Africans. 
To my great surprise and delight, as soon as I was introduced 
to Mrs. Xuma, I discovered she was a former schoolmate ot 
mine at Shaw University, the former Madie Hall, daughter 
of the 1 ate Dr. Hall, of Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 1 
therefore became immediately at home with every care and 
convenience of modernity. I was much disturbed, on reach
ing Johannesburg, to find that I could not send a cable home 
until the following Tuesday, as all communications are in
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government hands and cable offices were closed until Tues- 
aay. I knew my wife and family would be disappointed and 
not understand why I had not wired immediately after arriv
ing as I promised, and would entertain many misgivings be
cause of the numerous plane crashes.

IMMIGRATION TROUBLES

With the coming of Tuesday my troubles and difficulties 
began with the immigration authorities of the Union. I took 
a taxi and went to the immigration building as instructed on 
Saturday evening. The officials went out of their way to try to 
embarrass and intimidate me, but I had prayed on Saturday 
night in the darkness of the room and had assurances that 
Christ was with me and had given me victory. They threat 
ened to fingerprint and intern me. I told them to do as they 
liked; I am an American citizen, came there with a United 
States passport and visa from the Consul General of the 
Union of South Africa in New York. I demanded my pass 
port they had been holding since Saturday and told them I 
would go to the American Consulate for the protection of my 
rights. At this point they eased up and asked if I could de
posit 50 pounds ($200.00) with them. I replied affirmatively 
and asked if they would take travelers' checks. They refus
ed, saying I would have to go to the bank and get South 
African money; that they would hold my passport until I re
turned. I went to the exchange, got the money and returned, 
but they refused to take the 50 pounds, saying it was too 
much trouble. They gave me my passport and papers to re
main in the Union. With this my trouble was not over, for 
when I told them I wanted to go to Nyasaland and return to 
Johannesburg to get my plane on April 24, they said I could 
not return, once I left, unless I went to Pretoria, fifty miles 
away, and secured a visa for return. Next day, Wednesday, 
April 9, I hired a car and struck out for Pretoria. I went to 
the passport division, and after a long wait was told they 
could not give me a visa for a return to the Union unless I 
went to the Commissioner of Immigration, two miles away on 
the far side of the town to get his endorsement and then re-
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turn to the passport division for a visa. After much stumbling 
about, we found the immigration office. Then another long 
wait before as much as a glance was cast in my direction to 
note my presence. Then after a gruff What do you want? I 
presented my request, to be faced with another show of in
timidation and at first outright refusal. But I would not take 
no for an answer. Then, yielding with a sigh, a smile, and 
a handshake, wishing me well, he bade me goodbye most 
politely. I drove from there back to the passport division 
where, after another long wait and much running from room 
to room, I received the visa, paid for it and left for the return 
to Johannesburg.

The taxicab business in Africa to the traveler is very 
costly, plus the fact that gasoline costs about 75 cents per 
gallon. Africans as a rule do not make much money, but 
when they catch an American Negro they cash in for all the/ 
can get. The inconvenience to which the immigration au
thorities put me cost me about $100.00. The fact is, the white 
man does not want the American Negro with his gieatei en
lightenment, broader and ambitious ideas of freedom, to con
taminate the oppressed natives. Yet, in spite of all the prosciip 
tive tactics, the light is filtering through to the natives and 
there is a great unrest and clamor among them for more hu
mane treatment and the rights of humanity. This is also 
more or less true in Southern and Northern Rhodesia, as wet! 
as to a greater or less extent in Nyasaland and the surround
ing protectorates. This picture is in reverse for good in the 
Gold Coast, West Africa; Nigeria, Sierre Leone, as well as in 
North Africa and French West Africa. In these sections the 
whites are fewer in number and are not so much concerned 
about making them their permanent homes as in South and 
Southeast Africa, consequently, Negroes in West African 
colonies have far more educational, economic and political 
opportunities than in other parts.



OBSERVATIONS ON CONDITIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA

The Union of South Africa can truly be called the land 
oi racial confusion. First there is the division between Eng
lishmen who are always polished gentlemen, and the Dutch, 
known as Afrikanders, who can always be depended upon 
to be uncouth, abrupt and largely heartless in dealing with 
other folks. Then there is the problem of the Indians who 
are always treated as a non-European. But the saddest divi
sion is among those we commonly call Negroes but who 
are referred to as "natives" and "colored people,” the natives 
being those without mixture of race, while the colored people 
are the product of intermixture with whites. The natives are 
allowed to ride only on trams and buses designated for them 
and which stop at only third-class stops. But neither natives 
nor colored people are allowed to live in the city of Johnnes- 
burg, but must reside in outer sections, most of which are 
called loaations. Better houses are built for the colored peo
ple than for the natives. For the ten million natives only 13 
percent of the worst land of the country is allocated for them 
to live on; the other 87 percent, or best land, is reserved for 
less than two million whites. Only one pound out of every 
forty pounds that is paid for labor is allowed to the natives- 
Four million pounds is provided for the public education ot 
;en million natives, while ten million pounds is allotted for 
the education of two million whites. The government has 
also enacted what is known as the Land Tenure Act which 
forbids the white man to sell the Negro any land and restricts 
the natives to buy in the allotted 13 percent for natives. Also 
there is, among other discriminatory laws, the damnable Pass 
I,aw, which subjects a native to arrest and fine if caught out 
of certain sections—say after 9 o'clock at night—without a 
pass signed by a policeman or his boss or some other respon
sible person. Added to this awful situation is the law against 
public assembly, for fear of agitation and uprising. Con
sequently since these laws do not apply to any but natives, 
most of them, at one time or another, have been arrested for 
some violation and fined, leaving them with a criminal record 
tor something which in actuality is not a  crime because the



laws apply only to natives. This is only a part of the black 
social and economic conditions of this otherwise wonderful 
land. The fact is that the white man is determined to make 
certian sections of Africa his fatherlands, and only a fate of 
divine destiny can prevent this. But, as dark as the forego
ing picture is, there are bright spots appearing here and 
there:

BRIGHT SPOTS

(1) The natives are restless and smarting over the con
ditions of being robbed and knowing that they are robbed, 
which is in itself a good sign.

(2 ) They are hungry and anxious for education and the 
blessings of Christianity and ready to respond to every op 
portunitv.

(3) There are leaders rising up among them who are 
well educated, fearless and determined.

(4) The government itself has doubled many times what 
it appropriated for native education in the last few years.

(5) Many Negroes, in spiie ox economic handicaps, are 
becoming well-to-do.

(6) The native farmers have organized farm coopera
tives and are learning better methods of farming. Many of 
them have large herds of ccrttle, etc.

(7) While the natives do not have direct franchise, they 
have been recently granted the privilege to vote for their na
tive representatives, two in number, in Parliament, even 
though the native representatives are white and are suppos
ed to advocate their well-being by securing favorable legis
lation.

(8 ) At Fort Hair a splendid college has been developed 
and bright African students have been admitted into Witwa 
tersrand University and the University of Capetown.
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(9) The enlightened conscience of the humanity of the 
world is focusing the limelight on the government of the 
Union of South Africa, which in turn is making it more leni
ent in its treatment of the natives; and this process is destined 
to continue.

LEAVING FOR NY AS ALAND

On Thursday, April 10, after exhausting all possibilities 
of securing a plane, I left Johannesburg by train, with the 
hope of going to Chiradzulu, Nyasaland, to visit Dr. Maleke- 
bu, at the Providence Industrial Mission. I secured a first 
class ticket and compartment on the South African Railroad 
and rode continuously for three days and night, to Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia, making only one change at Bulawayo, in 
Southern Rhodesia, on the journey. After I arrived at Saisbury, 
I found it impossible to complete the journey and return to 
Johannesburg in time to get my plane on April 24 by train. 
These trains are slow and far between in most places (only 
two trains per week) and reservations have to be made be
fore one can board one of them, as they are always very 
crowded, making even reservations uncertain. Therefore, I 
arrived in Salisbury Sunday morning, April 13, made my way 
directly to the airport and sought to make arrangements tc 
continue to Nyasaland by plane, which was only a two-hour 
flight from Salisbury. But the officers, who were very cour
teous, assured me that they' could not give me a definite 
br.oking before May 3, which was out of the guestion. I had 
to be at other parts long before that date, and by all means 
to be back in Johannesburg by April 24 to catch my plane 
which, if I missed, would upset my entire schedule and cause 
me undue inconvenience. Every phase of my trip, except to 
Nyasaland, had been scheduled down to the day and hour 
before I left New York.

In Salisbury I stayed with a very fine family of McClouds, 
who did everything to make my stay pleasant and profitable; 
and it was indeed very homelike. I remained with them 
from Sunday to Friday, during which time I did much visit
ing to acguaint myself with that section, speaking constantly
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to schools and large groups of people, who were anxious k- 
hear about America and to give me detailed information 
about our people in that section and the treatment by the 
Southern Rhodesian government. Also, seeing that it was 
impossible to continue to Nyasaland, I established communi
cation with Dr. Malekebu, received delegations from some 
of his churches in that section, and had the pleasure of 
preaching to them. This somewhat mitigated the disappoint
ment of being unable to get to Nyasaland, as I saw much o; 
Dr. Malekebu's work. However, I informed Dr. Malekebu that, 
as soon as possible, I would make a  direct visit to Nyasaland 
and, as much as possible, amend the great disappointment 
that he and the brethren there experienced. They had made 
every preparation to give me a big reception. Many things 
that were said about the Union of South Africa in the ill treat
ment of natives could be repeated about Southern Rhodesia.

ON THE KING OF ENGLAND'S PATHWAY

During my travels in these parts, I crossed the King of 
England's path several times. The people were in great 
spirit of celebration, with colors flying everywhere. In these 
demonstrations the natives, led by chiefs, took prominent 
parts, and the King seemed to have gone out of the way to be 
considerate of them.

I also crossed the path of Dr. George E. Haynes, repre
sentative of the International Y.M.C.A. Committee, to finally 
meet him in Monrovia and put up at the same place. In fact,
I slept in the same bed, in Johannesburg, which he had just 
left.

THE TOPOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE OF AFRICA

The average conception of Africa is that it is a land of 
continuous hot sunshine and tangled jungles. This indeed 
is not correct. Over the whole stretch of about 2,000 miles 
or more irom Johannesburg to Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, 
there is not a tree of any size to be found; only tangled and 
thoiny shrubs, not even large enough to make a fence post.
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All fences had the wire attached to iron posts. There is not 
a river Shat crosses all this distance, and in the whole of this 
section the only stream worthy of the name of a river is the 
Zambesi which divides Southern and Northern Rhodesia. It 
is also strange to think of Africa without palms trees, but in 
this entire section the only palms seen were those that had 
been transported and set in places for beautification of parks 
and lawns. There is also a scarcity of mountains in this sec
tion; just here and yonder are rows of rocky hillocks. Much 
farm lands with great fields of corn can be seen in abundance.

Too many people have sought to describe Africa after 
seeing only a small part of ii and taking for granted that 
lhey have a true conception of the continent. It is like the 
Si.ory of four blind men who were asked to give a picture of 
a huge elephant, by each feeling certain parts of the animal. 
The one who felt his trunk said he was like a great snake, 
while the one who felt his tail was sure that he was like a 
rope. The third, who examined his legs, exclaimed that he 
was like great pillars; but the one who felt his side declared 
that he was like a great mountain. Hence, each had a dis
torted picture of the elephant. So likewise Africa must be 
seen as a whole to get the right conception of it.

The climate is greatly variegated from the tropic, sub
tropic and temperate, with regular summer, fall, winter and 
spring, much like the northern part of the United States.

There is much difference in the stature of the native 
people in certain parts. In the tropics, where it is hot as a 
rule, both men and women are small of stature; but in South 
Africa, where the climate varies, you find large men and 
rotund women in great numbers.

LEAVING SALISBURY

I left Salisbury on Friday evening, April 18, and retrac
ed the journey over which I had gone, back to Johannesburg, 
i had a first-class ticket, but to secure reservations I accept
ed second-class accommodations because of the crowded 
conditions of the train. There was very little difference be-
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tween the first and second classes, as I had the same kind 
of compartment as when going. The trip coming back was 
made faster than in going; I arrived back at Johannesburg 
late Sunday evening, and was met by Dr. and Mrs. Xuma, 
whom I had wired, and was driven back to their home.

Here I took it easy for the next few days, visiting and 
receiving many delegations of natives who were desirous of 
having me come and speak to them. This I did in many 
instances.

On Wednesday evening, about 11 o'clock Dr. Xuma and 
his wife drove me to the airport station, where I expected to 
take leave of Johannesburg at 1 A.M., the morning of the 
24th. To my great surprise and disappointment, the plane 
on the woy had a breakdown at Dakar and would not arrive 
until Saturday evening. So I had to remain in Johannesburg 
until Sunday night and left at 1 A.M. Monday, April 28, for 
Leopoldville, arriving in Leopoldville the next morning about
7:30.

THE WORK IN SOUTH, EAST AND CENTRAL 
AFRICA SYSTEMATIZED

I was not long in the above-named sections before the 
need and its importance dawned on me of co-ordinating the 
work and welding it into .a workable system. This would 
make each section feel that it is a part of a whole and give 
opportunity for consultation and co-operation both on pecu
liar and mutual problems. This need was made the more 
glaring when I discovered that Rev. J. S. Mahlangu has a 
convention independent of the large influential National Bap
tist Assembly headed by Dr. Malekebu and notwithstanding 
the fact that Dr. Malekebu's convention has churches in 
Brother Mahlangu's district. Therefore, to give effect to this 
co-ordination, I appointed Dr. Malekebu supervisor of all of 
our work in South, East and Central Africa, with authority to 
represent and speak for the Foreign Mission Board. In ad
dition to the convention of Rev. J. S. Mahlangu, there is the 
free-lance work oi Rev. S. N. Magamqo, Lichtenburg, Trans-
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vaal, with several churches. I informed him that free-lancing 
was over and he would have to conform to the system and 
work in it, which he readily consented to do. This system 
had already been inaugurated in West Africa, including 
Liberia. Nigeria and Gold Coast, with Rev. (Major) John B. 
Falconer as supervisor. It is our plan, hoped to be realized 
m a few years, to have the two set-ups consolidated into a 
grand whole, by having them to meet at a mutual place 
biennially.

IN LEOPOLDVILLE

As stated above, finding myself back in Leopoldville, 
Belgian Congo, early in the morning of Monday, April 28, af
ter going through the red tape of immigration and customs 
officers as a necessity to enter any country, I made my way 
by taxi to the Union Mission house. This fine establishment 
is maintained by various mission boards as a depot for rest 
and stopover for missionaries to and from the many mission 
posts. Happily the first persons I met on arrival were Dr. and 
Mrs. George Carpenter, of the Foreign Missions Conference 
of North America, now in charge of that institution. Mrs 
Carpenter took me to her home and, personally prepared a 
tasty breakfast for me. At the time, thirty-five missionaries 
were staying there, all white: some from Scotland, England 
and many states of the United States, including Massachu
setts, New York, South Carolina, Georgia and Mississippi. 
More than half of them were women, but all most friendly. 
We lived there as a big family*

I spent much of my three-day stay there visiting mission 
stations. I stopped there for that purpose, having been in
vited by the Northern Baptist Board to do so. I traveled by 
car, train and boat. I went to many stations, studied and 
compared the work with ours. I am happy to say that in 
most cases our work compares most favorably. In buildings, 
they are in the lead, but that fact will be overcome with our 
present building program. Most of their teachers are natives 
with white directors who seem very devoted to the work and 
the pupils; but I find that we pay our native teachers three
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times as much as they do and, in many cases, we are now 
paying our missionaries sent from this country as much and 
even more than the white boards pay their missionaries.

I was pleased to find that the church is the center of each 
mission, with schoolrooms built around the church house. It 
was also gratifying to find that not only reading, writing and 
arithmetic, etc., are taught, but also practiaal subjects such 
as carpentry, cabinet-making, blacksmithing and other u se
ful trades.

VISIT TO SONA BATA

The visit to the station at Sona Bata, by train of about 
100 miles from Leopoldville, was most interesting. Here are 
located a fine school and hospital, with live church work. 
This institution is serving in a great way a sore need in this 
neglected and disease-ridden area. It is giving the light of 
modern education and preaching and teaching the Way of 
Christ to Eternal Life. The hospital is healing diseased and 
broken bodies, relieving pain and promoting sanitation. It
i0 a heart-searching sight to see the great streams of suffer
ing people, young and old, men and women, that pour in 
there, walking from fifty miles around, bringing their crude 
food to be cooked on open fires, in the common thatched-cov- 
ered shed. They remain for many days to obtain relief. This 
is saying nothing about those who are too sick to walk and 
are crowded in every available bed and other space in the 
hospital. There are many nurses and aides but just one doc
tor, Dr. Tuttle, who he told me he often treats more than a 
thousand patients per week, including many minor and ma
jor operations. This is not all this hard-worked doctor does. 
But the crown of pathetic interest of this visit was to be found 
about five miles out, where this same Dr. Glen W. Tuttle is 
in charge of a large leprosarium, or leper colony. I had 
heard much about such places, but it was my first time to see 
and go through and talk with the lonely and hopeless victims 
ci this dread disease. There I saw children, boys and girls 
young men and old men, young women and old women, in 
this lonely and debarred place, some lightly affected, other 
severely, fingers ecrten away to the knuckles, all toes and
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most feet gone, and faces and bodies rapidly decaying. A 
short distance away, across a small stream, are the houses 
where the unaffected children of the victims are kept, un
able to see their parents for fear of contagion.

From there I came back with Dr. Tuttle to his home, 
where I had dinner with him and his most charming wife and 
beautiful little daughter. They are most gracious. As Dr. 
Tuttle talked through the meal, the burden of his heart was 
that he could not spend more time with the leper victims and 
do more for them. As he sighed .and said, in despair, "Oh, 
if I only had more help," tears welled in his eyes. As I be
held him, a comparatively young white man, with a beauti
ful wife and daughter, figuratively' buried in the wilds and 
bush of Africa to'serve needy and suffering Africans, when, 
it he had chosen, he could be at his home in Iowa making 
big money and living in ease and splendor, I decided there 
and then that our board must give annually a substantial con
tribution to this the Luvuvamu Leper Colony in Belgian Con
go. I shall never forget this first sad sight, but I have been 
by others since, as there is much leprosy in all tropical coun
tries, and especially in tropical Africa.

CROSSING THE CONGO TO FRENCH CONGO

I had read so much of the Congo River that I longed to 
see it. Opportunity came at long last, and I rode across it 
on a rather small motor boat to the French Congo side. Here 
I spent some time and visited the great Swedish missionary 
station at Brazzaville. It was indeed the realization of a 
dream as I watched great steamers ride on the crest of its 
proud waters gathered from many inlets.

THE NATIVES AND WHAT THEY DO

The great Congo section is divided among the govern
ments of Belgium, France and Portugal. Here the natives, 
while poorly paid, do almost everything. They run the trains, 
post office and telegraph stations, clerk in stores, banks and
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all business establishments. They are mechanics for auto
mobiles and airplanes and engineers on all steamboats. 1 
had my first time to see a train entirely manned by Negroes 
and the experience of riding on one. The ticket agents, sta
tion masters, engineers, firemen and the entire crew on all 
trains are natives.

ON THE W A Y  TO GOLD COAST

Afler a stay of three full days in the Congo, I left Leo
poldville at 9:30 A.M., May 1, for Accra, Gold Coast, West 
Africa, retracing the course over which I had gone down. 
We arrived in Accra about 3:30 P.M. and put up at the Brit
ish Overseas Air Corporation Rest Quarters. I spent, alto
gether on this stop seven days in the Gold Coast, and discov
ered many pleasant and hopeful ihings about the govern- 
i.nent and people in this section.

Early Friday morning, May 2, I took a plane for Takoradi 
and Sekondi. Both of these places are important cities in 
the Gold Coast. I spent three full days, the purpose of the 
trip being to investigate the property of 160 acres of land, 
known as the Peters property, and deeded to the Foreign 
Mission Board by the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Peters. I found that 
the government had requisitioned certain of the property for 
a hospital, and to determine the nature and amount left tha- 
the government did not take, a new survey is necessary, and 
negotiations with the government for consideration of the 
part it took for the hospital. I secured the services of Law
yer Abennesets and placed the matter in his hands for final 
adjustment. To the credit of the Rev. and Mrs. Peters it should 
be said that they are held in the highest esteem by the citi
zens of all ranks in that community. I met many young men 
and women who have now come to usefulness and positions 
of honor, who hold them in high esteem and attribute the foun
dation of their success to their services, and especially to those 
cf Mrs. Peters. These people would be very happy to have 
her come back. They freely express that desire and promise,
il she would return, their full co-operation. At this time, it is



impossible to scry, until all matters are cleared up and full 
consultation with our board and all concerned, as to whether 
or not this station will be re-opened.

Many missionary boards in that community are doing a 
very fine work. I met here and elsewhere in the Gold Coast 
some very fine and most honorable men and women. Some 
of them are very wealthy. One man of peculiar interest tha.
I met was Mr. George Grant, who has been in the mahogany 
business for more than fifty-five years and is known as the 
"Mahogany King,” with offices in Boston, New fork, Liver
pool and London. He is a  very plain man and very wealthy. 
The Gold Coast is known for many outstanding lawyers. It 
was both interesting and revealing to discover that for the 
first time in the history of the Gold Coast Government a ma
jority of thirteen of the eighteen members of the Legislative 
Council are natives. They1 likewise have representatives on 
the executive council of the government. Also very interest
ing is the fact that, contrary to what is commonly said of the 
white man having stolen all the land of Africa, the establish
ed truth is, that in the Gold Coast, Nigeria and Sierre Leone, 
as well as other western sections, including French and ah 
other governments that have colonies in West Africa, the white 
man does not and cannot own one foot of land. All the land 
belongs to the natives and the best that the white man can do 
is to lease it and develop it, which must ultimately be left to 
the natives. It is indeed heartening to find that in all these sec
tions the foundation has been laid and events are directed 
toward the not too distant future when all West Africa will 
be free and independent governments administered by the 
Africans. This is definitely in the mills of destiny.

Great leaders like Isaac Zikewe, who owns a string of 
five daily papers, have organized the natives into militant 
and determined organizations directed toward independence 
and self-government. It is acknowledged even by the Eng
lish governing authorities that these objectives must be the 
ultimate end. In all of these sections Negroes are already 
playing great parts in the governments and their administra
tions. I found the almost unbelievable thing, that of the seven
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judges composing the Supreme Court of the Government of 
the Gold Coast, three of them are native associate justices, 
in whose chambers I had the pleasure of conference with 
them. These chambers are as imposing and dignified as 
those of our own Supreme Court. In the absence of the Chief 
Justice while I was there, one of these native associate jus- 
lices was acting as Chief Justice and occupying the Chiei 
Justice's chambers. Associate Justice Leslie Vivian McCarthy, 
with his chauffeur, called for me at the Rest Quarters on May
6, and took me, as special guest, to his very large and com
modious home for dinner with his wife and son; and the 
many things he told me confirmed the trend and ultimate con
clusion referred to above about the people and their govern
ment.

An outstanding happening in the French Government's 
action in West Africa is the fact that within the last few 
months a native Negro was elected mayor of the city of 
Dakar. These are simply isolated examples of general things 
that are happening throughout West Africa. The govern
ments in these sections do not rule directly, but indirectly, 
through the power of chiefs, local kings and other consulting 
agencies. With these findings I left West Africa, very hope 
ful, because what is actually taking place was beyond my 
fondest dream and calculated nowhere in my expectations 
as I explored these sections. Here also I found some of the 
finest hospitals to be seen anywhere. The government re
cently’ appropriated a large sum for their enlargement and 
the building of others. Also, headed by the Achimota Col
lege, much improvement of public eduaation is under way.

RETURNING TO ACCRA

I returned by plane to Accra Sunday evening, May 4, 
after spending three days in Takoradi and Sekondi, and re
mained there until May 7. By this time I began to feel very 
much at home in Accra and had somewhat a feeling of. .re
turning home. In fact, on this trip I was in and out of Accra 
four times, it being a kind of crossroad to other points. Also
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on this trip I rode twelve different planes, including Pan 
American, British Overseas Air Corporation, Air France and 
Pan- Air Do Brazil Airlines. This included exactly twenty- 
eight take-offs and landings.

ARRIVING AT LAGOS, NIGERIA

The plane departed from Accra airport at 2:30 P.M. for 
Lagos, in Nigeria, May 7 and landed at about 5 P.M. Again, 
as in all places visited before, except Accra, I was breaking 
new ground and found myself unmet owing to delay1 of cable 
to the Rev. S. W. Martin, of the Pilgrim Station at Issele-Uku, 
some 500 miles from Lagos. By this time I had become ac
customed to going into totally new and strange places and 
felt no alarm or uneasiness by the fact that I did not see 
Brother Martin as I had hoped and expected. As at all other 
West African points, all the immigration and customs officers 
are natives and I soon cut through the red tape. Then I tooK 
a bus, and after a long drive through native scenes of houses 
and a great congestion of people milling about in native 
garb, many of the men in long, flowing white gowns or 
throw-abouts, I soon found myself at the air terminal build
ing in the heart of the city. Arrangements were made to ac
commodate me at the Palm Tree Hotel, an English hotel run 
by a very fine man, Mr. A. L. Littlewood. After a good dinner 
and bath I retired for another night of sleep and rest.

Early on the morning of May 8, I arose confronted with 
the, task of locating Issele-Uku with reference to distance, 
direction and means of getting there where the Pilgrim Mis 
sion is located. The Hon. Isaac Zikewe was very helpful in 
this matter. To my delight, when temporary arrangements 
were about perfected, up came the Rev. Brother Martin with 
some of his teachers. We hurriedly made ready and char
tered. an automobile from a very wealthy native man who 
owns a string of more than twenty-five taxis and buses, and 
exactly at 5 P.M. we struck out and drove all night through 
most interesting scenes of people, towns and country. We 
arrived the next morning at 10:30 at Brother Martin's home,
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tired and sleepy. The car registered the distance as exactly 
425 miles. Any other way than by car would have been 
much farther and would have required much more time 10 
reach there.

IN ISSELE-UKU, NIGERIA

As sleepy as I was, I found myself in a midst of a great 
throng of people celebrating the presence of the first Ameri
can Negro they had ever seen. They celebrated with song, 
dance and the native music of crude instruments, but r>eau- 
tiful and touching in its melody. All day and until late in 
the night, chiefs, men, women and children thronged about to 
welcome and shake hands with me. On occasions they 
broke the ’cola" for me, which is the sign of highest honor. 
This is a social custom that is ancient and very meaningful, 
especialiy to the Ibo tribe. This was Friday, May 9.

After a night's rest, I was up early the next morning to 
begin a round of investigation that occupied me from then 
until the following Wednesday, May 14. I knew that Brother 
Martin had been doing a great work, but actually what i 
found there of what Brother Martin has accomplished under 
God were things that are marvelous, bodering on the mira
culous, and far beyond anything I had expected to see. The 
beautiful main campus with about eight well-constructed 
buildings and the church, the Pilgrim Baptist Church in the 
center, was striking. This church building would do any 
city street corner honor. Brother Martin had just completed 
a solid brick structure, 150 feet long and 50 feet wide, before 
I arrived. He has many churches and eleven out-stations 
with crowded schools. In fact, he has three thousand stu
dents and thirty-nine teachers. Rev. Martin is living on the 
farm and in the home left by his parents. This station start
ed twenty-six years ago, but Rev. Martin, in the midst of 
much hardship and many difficulties, is fast realizing the ful
fillment of his vision. He has more than one hundred acres 
in rubber plantations, and in the last nine years has develop
ed one of the finest palm nut groves in the world. They are 
now coming to full fruition and are very profitable commer-

31



Collection Number: AD843  

XUMA, A.B., Papers  

PUBLISHER: 

Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 

African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 

otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 

owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 

contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 

copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records 

sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. 

While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information 

contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical 

Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. 

Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes 

any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or 

any related information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations, held 

at the Historical Papers Research Archive at the University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 


