
 
 

JANUARY 1996 
 

Tues 2 
 
Spotlighting R Wilkinson who, whilst working at the Koeberg nuclear instillation near 
Cape Town and a Afrikaner who supported the ANC, managed to cause 2 explosions, 
on 18.12.82, causing R0.5b damage and put back the plants usefulness many months. 
 
This operation was born out of lack of funds of the hippie commune that Wilkinson 
belonged to. Taking a job for 18 months he stole a set of plans for the site and with his 
girl friend, Heather Grey, took them to the ANC offices in Zimbabwe. After the 
liberation movements officials had authenticated the plans, and satisfied themselves 
that the two were not government agents, a plan was devised where explosions could 
be set to do the most damage and cause no injuries.  
 
The day chosen was the day that the Afrikaner celebrates a great victory over the Zulu 
Nation, it was also a Saturday. 
 
After the explosions at two sites, which by the authorities own admission put back the 
development programme many months, Wilkinson fled on a bicycle to Swaziland and 
then flew from there to Mozambique where he met O Tambo. From there he came to 
England, where he subsequently married Heather Grey. 
 
The ‘man who spiked apartheid’s bomb,’ was already known to the nations security 
forces. Seven years previously he went AWOL, while in Angola performing his 
compulsory national service. Also while working at Koeberg he had been caught 
inside secure areas with forbidden articles. Both times he was let off with a caution. 
 
Wed 3 
 
Without a great deal of fuss or ceremony Basil D ‘Oliveira was welcomed back to the 
‘soil that bred him.’This low key affair happened at the Newlands Cricket Ground, 
Cape Town, during the lunch interval of the 5th Test against England. 
 
Fri 5 
 
G Fivaz, the chief of police,has claimed that some elements of the force are under 
surveillance by members of the National Intelligence Agency. The claim was made 
after two high ranking members of the force reported finding listening devices in their 
office phones.  
 
These claims are backed up by the alleged admission from D Coetzee (qv), who is 
now a member of the NIA, that the organisation had been tasked to spy on senior 
officers in the police force. Having denied any such admission the former apartheid 
spy said that the allegations were anther attempt to discredit him. 
 



The police commissioner views these allegations so seriously that he has called an 
urgent meeting with S Sigashe, the Director General of the NIA and J Nhahla, the 
deputy minister responsible for the Intelligence Service. 
 
Sun 7 
 
The San Bushmen native to South Africa and who number only 251, who were 
thought of as animals by a 1936 cabinet, are going to law to make a claim for land 
under the recent Land Restitution Act. Their lawyer, R Chennels, is to use the Act to 
try for a permanent home in the Kalahari. 
 
The plight of the San Bushmen, of whom there were many thousands, now restricted 
to Namibia and Botswana, featured in white man’s politics from 1872 when there 
traditional hunting grounds were parcelled off to provide farms for the new settlers. 
The Bushmen were continued to be denied land and facilities, having settled in what 
was to become, in 1931, the Kalahari Gemsbok National Park. - they were moved on 
again. 
 
The cabinet decision of 1936 saw the government set aside two farms for the 
Bushman' s use, until they again were evicted by the ever present white farmer. Finally 
forced out in 1976 the remnants moved into shanty towns on the edge of the National 
Park. 
 
Although the Land Restitution Act is primarily concerned with land issues after 1913 
the Bushman' s lawyer believes that the issue is a debt of honour that needs to be 
settled. Critics on the National Parks Board say that the Bushman' s claim is false, 
there was no formal claim on the two farms and in 1937, those in residence were 
evicted because they were evicted because they were using non traditional hunting 
methods. 
 
Wed 10 
 
A new phase, in the on going peace negotiations in Angola, is to commence in the 
near future. According to a Unita spokesman, who has had recent talks with the 
Portuguese president, the peace process is back on track and Unita military 
commanders will travel to Luanda to discuss details of the new schedule. 
 
Sat 13 
 
Following the alleged admission by D Coetzee (qv 5/1) that the National Intelligence 
Agency were spying on at least two police commissioners Thabo Mbeki has ordered a 
presidential commission of inquiry to investigate the claim. Also the parliamentary 
oversight committee has ordered a full report from the intelligence chief. 
 
If the work of the Truth Commission, which is to begin formal hearings later this 
month, is to herald a brave new society then exposure of the past involvement in 
clandestine operations of members of the present government is desirable. 
 



Chief among these, and a key element in any settlement in KwaZulu Natal, is further 
revelations about the relationship between the Inkatha Freedom Party, notably Chief 
Buthelezie, the security/intelligence forces and the government in the mid 1980’s. 
 
On the other side of the political spectrum what was the involvement of government 
ministers, who during the liberation struggle, were known to have suppressed an 
uprising in the ranks at an ANC training camp; Pongo  in 1984 in Angola. Another 
cloud over S Sigxhashe, the Director General of the National Intelligence Agency, are 
the claims by a NIA employee of the disappearances, and earlier torture, of seven  at 
the ANC detention camp in Quattro also in Angola. 
 
The Truth Commission, with 175 employees and a budget of £20 million, will work to 
a set of ‘rules of engagement, known as the Norgaard Principals, after Carl Norgaard 
the President of the European Commission of Human Rights, who set the laws of 
amnesty at the time of Namibian independence. Not all the Commissions hearings 
will be at a fixed location, as they will move about the regions, to hear evidence. 
 
Sun 14 
 
At a trouble free meeting, in Pretoria, 2,000 whites protested at the recent move by the 
Mandela government to down grade the use of the Afrikaans language (qv 30/11) in 
among others the broadcasting industry. They also voiced their concern at the 
prosecution of white members of the police and military who kept the minority 
National Party government in power. 
 
The continued prosecution of serving, and former, members of police and military has 
been deemed unfair by the former police commissioner General van de Merwe 
(qv).To publicise the issue he has formed the Foundation for Equality Before the Law. 
 
Noting that the present members of the government, from the liberation movements, 
have evaded censure he calls for an even handed approach to their white 
contemporaries. In reality the ANC had negotiated amnesty for its members, after 
admitting guilt of crimes during the struggle, at the time of the Codesa talks. Members 
of the National Party, principally the then president, F W de Klerk, was convinced of 
the innocence of his generals and had no belief in the existence of a ‘third force, ’ that 
no such amnesty was sought. This state of affairs continued, until the existence of 
covert unit was established during the trial of Eugene de Koch (qv). 
 
Tues 16 
 
The country of Lesotho,surrounded and much influenced by South Africa, is mourning 
the death of its monarch in an accident. King Moshoeshoe the Second, aged 57, lost 
his life after the car he was driving went off the mountainous road on which he was 
travelling. 
 
After being educated in the Kingdom, and then overseas in England, he returned as 
the British protectorate; Basutoland gained its independence in 1964. Once installed 
as monarch he had many run ins with his government ministers, because of his 



insistence of being involved in the running of the country. Twice exiled, because of 
his interference, he returned in 1992 (qv) after promising to refrain from politics. 
 
Thurs 18 
 
For some the pace of the settlement in the Angolan civil war, back on track (qv 10/1), 
is still not fast enough. Fresh emphasis is put on the crisis as M Albright, the 
American ambassador to the United Nations, arrives for talks in Luanda her aim is to 
put pressure on the two sides to step up their efforts for peace. 
 
It is of concern that a scheduled meeting between dos Santos as J Savimbi, set for 
20/1 in the Namibian capital of Windhoek, is in jeopardy. A summit failure non 
endorsement, of already reached agreements on two vital issues. These are for Unita 
to present its nominations for cabinet posts. Also the Unita leader was to name the 
military officers who would join a unified defence force, alongside members of the 
present government forces. 
 
At a cost of $1million per day the 6,000 strong peace keeping force is a drain on the 
dwindling coffers of the UN and the mandate from the Security Council is up for 
renewal on 3/2, after 6 months work. 
 
Fri 19 
 
At the request of Jonas Savimbi the meeting with the Angolan president, dos Santos 
(qv 18/1), has been called off; putting further pressure on the already protracted peace 
negotiations.  
 
The delay in a peace settlement was also criticised, on behalf of the international 
community, by M Albright soon after her arrival in the Angolan capital. 
 
Sat 20 
 
The leader of the Nation of Islam, L Farrakhan, is preparing for a 3 day visit to the 
country. During the time he is here he will visit Durban Johannesburg and Cape 
Town. Also he hopes to be granted an audience with President Mandela, the ANC is 
undecided on its response. 
 
This controversial visit could stir up old racial tensions on both sides of the colour 
bar. Whites will be angry that in one of his previous speeches he called for the death 
of all whites who failed to leave the country within 24 hours. A speech made by his 
deputy, which was supposed to have been private, also called for the white population 
to be killed. 
 
It is hoped that during the duration of the visit his speeches are used to encourage the 
majority to respond to the call of self reliance and an uplifting of their ideals. 
 



Mon 22 
 
The Reasona High School, nicknamed Robben Island by the pupils, in Soweto last 
year saw 98% of pupils gain a pass rate in the leaving examinations. With results like 
this it has outdone the success rate of many of Johannesburg’s white only schools. 
 
Headmistress, Thembi Buthelezie.is a disciplinarian, pupils who are late;after 8am 
have to clean the school toilets, has to work with outdated apartheid era materials. 
Still the pupils flock from all over the township to be taught there. Many are unlucky 
as most of the pupils come from a near by squatter camp. 
 
Obituary  Harold Wolpie aged 70. He was a renown lawyer, socialist and activist. 
Death was due to a heart attack. For more of an insight into his early life see “The 
Long Way Home  by A Wolpie, published in 1994 by Virgo. 
 
Tues 23 
 
As the Angolan peace process falters again (qv 19/1) the prospect of eventual peace 
has drawn the fortune seekers to the country. De Beers are one company that are 
taking diamond pebbles with ‘no questions asked.’ There is exploitation of the 
diamond fields in the Cuango Valley.  
 
The MPLA government still extracts 635,000 barrels of oil per day from fields that 
supported the regime during the long running civil war. Unita are able to capitalise on 
the wealth of the Cataco diamond fields, which produced revenue of £19m to finance 
their war effort. 
 
Continuing peace efforts are still centred on the United Nations - Inivem 3 - which is 
based at the Vila Espa, 35 miles drive from Luanda. 
 
Fri 26 
 
With the NEC of the Labour Party about to consider the suitability of J Lloyd (qv 
14/12) to be the party candidate in Exeter the campaign to declare him unfit to the city 
has taken a new turn. Six former members of the African Resistance Movement have 
sent a letter to all Labour MP’s to explain their feelings that Mr Lloyd is the wrong 
man to represent the constituency. 
 
The main point that the letter makes the point failed to come clean about his 
involvement and did not do enough, even when safe in England, to ensure that his co 
conspirator J Harris did not hang on conviction of planting a bomb at Johannesburg 
railway station. 
 
While disagreeing among themselves the NEC of the ANC has agreed that L 
Fattakham (qv 20/1) will be granted an audience with President Mandela. They will 
meet at his Pretoria home within 48 hours. 
 
 



Sat 27 
 
Trade union leaders in the tiny kingdom of Swaziland, which is ruled by King Mswati 
the Third, and his loyal government, are calling on him to end a 23 year old state of 
emergency imposed by his late father. 
 
The move for change is led by the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions,who have 
campaigned with the help of a generally well supported general strike. This measure 
saw two of the union leaders jailed - a move declared illegal by the courts, which led 
to their release. 
 
As well as the ending of the state of emergency the Federation has put forward its 27 
principals which will turn the country away from rule by monarchical regime to one 
modelled on a democratic South Africa. 
 
South African police said yesterday they had arrested two soldiers, ex - members of a 
militant black guerilla group and a prisoner in connection with an attack on a church 
in 1993 in which 11 people died. 
 
More than 50 people were injured in the attack in Cape Town [qv 27/7]. -AP -  
 
Sun 28 
 
The meeting scheduled, for this date, between Nelson Mandela and L Farrakhan (qv 
26/1) has been criticised by a spokesman for the AWB movement. Their spokesman 
said that in meeting the leader of the Nation of Islam the president was showing 
double standards in his meetings with members of overseas extremist organisations. In 
1994 he had refused to meet with the then head of the American Klu Klux Clan. 
 
The leader of the National Party, F W de Klerk, called for the deportation of the leader 
of the Nation of Islam if it could be shown that the visit was being used as a 
recruitment exercise. 
 
He is a communist, he is black, he lives in a tin shack and he is the Mayor of the town 
at the heart at the heart of the Afrikaner. That is, Meshack Mbambala, aged 26, a part 
time school teacher who lives in Tshing township was voted in to hold the office of 
Mayor of the town of Ventesdorp.  
 
This was because “my comrades... thought I would be the last one to give into 
pressure ...and not allow myself to pushed around.” 
 
The suburb of Hilbrow, in Johannesburg is the centre of the countries drug trade. 
There estimated to be 500 crime networks in the smuggling industry. This covers the 
illegal import of heroin, cocaine diamonds or ivory. 
 
One of the reasons that trade on the street is so lucrative says General N Ventner, the 
head of the department investigating organised crime, is the increase in the number of 
airlines using Jan Smuts airport. Prior to the 4/94 election there were only 20 airlines 
prepared to use the capitals airport. Now there are 85. 



Mon 29 
 
The turmoil in Swaziland (qv) has reached new heights of tension as King Mswati the 
Third has threatened to bring an end to the 7 day long general strike by bringing the 
royal warriors on to the scene. 
 
The ongoing protest is not aimed at the monarchy, a well loved institution, but at 
ending the state of emergency introduced by the king’s father,  Soboha the Second in 
1973. One of the proscribed functions was a ban on opposition parties. This was after 
a general election victory for 3 opponents of the government, in a 95 seat parliament. 
 
The Peoples Democratic Movement led by its president, K Skongwe, would be the 
choice of the people if there were free and fair elections. This is despite the fact that 
the president faces constant police harassment and the movement cannot hold public 
meetings. 
 
All the de facto opposition want is a constitutional monarch, who performs a 
ceremonial role. King Mswati’s life style would not be threatened, but that of the 
Prime Minister, and other senior civil servants would be. This is where opposition to 
change is coming from. Prime Minister M Dlamini and members of his family clan 
hold almost feudal power in the rural areas and control much of the trade and industry. 
 
Following an amicable meeting between L Farrakhan and N Mandela, a joint press 
conference was held at which they both expressed opposition to racism and sexism. 
Earlier the leader of the Nation of Islam had suggested that Afro – Americans could 
claim land I Africa. This was their right on account that their forefathers had been 
forcibly taken as slaves, from the land of their birth. 
 
Tues 30 
 
A random attack on a group of job seekers at an Anglo American owned factory, N F 
Die casting, at Alberton east of Johannesburg left eight people dead. 
 
There was a crowd of 2,000 hoping to be employed in one of 200 jobs when the 
attackers pushed to the front of the gathering and opened fire. The factory is 
unionised, with allegiances to both to the ANC and the IFP. A spokesman for the 
ANC accused the killers of being members of a ‘hit squad.’ An official of the Inkatha 
Youth League appealed for calm and called for no acts of revenge. 
 
The police have offered a reward of £47,000 / R 250,000 for information leading to 
the arrest of the killers. 
 
The general strike, in Swaziland, (qv) called by the Federation of Trade unions has 
been called off after members of a rival organisation, the Swaziland Federation of 
Labour returned to work, in their thousands. 



 
FEBRUARY 1996 

 
 
Thurs 1 
 
Meeting students, from the Vista University in Mamalodi township outside Pretoria, L 
Farrakhan (qv) told them that as black people they were the first people on earth and 
their colour was a sign of strength. This meeting was delayed because of a longer than 
expected meeting with W Mandela at here Soweto home.  
 
Fri 2 
 
Trophies, taken during the 19th century occupation of southern Africa, and removed 
overseas are being demanded back by the Pretoria regime. They are regarded as part of 
the cultural heritage of what is now South Africa.  
 
Principal among those artefacts sought are 5 human skulls, of the Khotsan peoples 
taken by the British military. They are now in the keeping of the National History 
Museum in London. A spokesman said that they would not be made available for 
return. This decision will be contested by M Mbunda a government minister. The 
skulls only came to light as a Cape Town artist was preparing an exhibition on the 
Khotsan people. 
 
Similar requests, for the return of looted artefacts, have been made to the French 
government for the return of the pickled corpse of S Batreman 'Hottontot Venus'; held 
at the Muse de Home in Paris. A presidential emissary has also been sent to Scotland 
to search for the skull of King Hintas who was killed 160 years ago. 
 
Sat 3 
 
The government of the Northern Province is to take a primary school, in the town of 
Potgietersrus to court over its admissions policy. The school which is in the 
agricultural belt 160 miles north of Johannesburg, is refusing to admit 3 black pupils 
to the all white school. 
 
Defending the schools policy lawyer, D Bishcoff, says that there was no intention to 
break the governments non racial education policy, introduced in 195, the simple fact 
is that the school roll is full. 
 
The locally strong Conservative Party is exploiting thee issue  and making the point 
that this is a “new awakening by Afrikaners,”and calls on whites in other areas to 
“emulate the courage of the Potgietersus parents and resist” the open school policy. 
 
Sun 4 
 
Emulating his actions before the Rugby Union World Cup final (qv 25/6) Nelson 
Mandela joined the South African team at their hotel before the final of the African 
nations cup final in Johannesburg. His presence inspired the team, who were the 



underdogs, in a 0 : 2 victory against Tunisia. This unexpected win sent the multi racial 
crowd wild with jubilation and prompted street parties in the city and Soweto. 
 
Thurs 8 
 
Human Rights Watch said that large amounts of arms are still entering Angola, more 
than a year after a cease – fire protocol, and urged a total arms embargo on both sides 
in the continuing conflict. - Reuters -  
 
Sat 10 
 
In a wide ranging speech, as he opened the new session of parliament, President 
Mandela said that it was time to bring about a coordinate policy on the issue of law 
and order. This would cover the whole spectrum, from policy through to the police, 
judiciary and the prison service. This was to ensure that the country did not decent 
into chaos. 
 
In what was seen as a direct challenge to the policy of the Inkatha Freedom Party, the 
president indicated that there would soon be a law to ban the carrying of weapons at 
public gatherings. At ceremonial gatherings of the Zulu nation a show of 'traditional 
weapons' is usual. 
 
Looking to the future, the presidents address to parliament, indicated that measures 
would be introduced that would help overseas investment in the country; relaxation of 
the rules covering foreign exchange rules. 
 
Fri 16 
 
President Mandela has invited the Libyan leader, Colonel Gadafi, to visit the country. 
According to the Libyan official news agency, Jana, the invitation was accepted with 
thanks. 
 
Speaking to the ANC 's parliamentary caucus the president indicated that there should 
be no interference in the plan to downgrade the Afrikaner language (qv 30/11) in the 
military. 
 
Sun 18 
 
The debate about the return of 'ethical trophies' (qv 2/2) has continued and deepened. 
Further finds, El Negro, a bushman hunter, has been located in a museum in Banyoles 
in Spain. 
 
The policy of London 's Natural History Museum is defended by the Keeper of Human 
Remains, R Cocks, who says the policy is designed to spare the feelings of the 
descendants and a mark of respect for the deceased. 
 
 



Mon 19 
 
Crime statistics 1995, 800, 000violent crimes; of these there was 18, 000 murders, 67, 
000 armed robberies, 180, 000 assaults and 31, 000 rapes.. The detection rate was 
40%  as police numbers fell by 10%. One hundred and seventeen police officers 
committed suicide 1/95 – 10/95 with their service weapons. 
 
Leader Comment, Playing it Blind with the reluctant renewal of the United Nations 
Mandate in Angola, for 3 months, it is a shambolic response to a situation which has 
if anything become worse since the 1992 elections. 300, 000 extra people have died; 
that is 3% of the population. 
 
The blame can be laid at the door of the USA and others in the international 
community for allowing Jonas Savimbi – now in the process of slowing down the 
demobilisation of Unita members and the refusal of government posts. 
 
The countries problem “will never be solved as long as Mr Savimbi 's thuggish 
behaviour is appeased.” 
 
Wed 21 
 
In what could be seen as a foretaste of the future, the sight of an ambulance outside 
the Cape Town residence of President Mandela, sent the financial markets in a spin. 
The resulting upheaval took 3 days to calm down. 
 
As the west' s debate over the decriminalising of 'soft' drugs continues the problem is 
now entering the political agenda of the country. In the area of the Eastern Cape, 
around Port St John, cannabis, known locally as dagga or 'green gold' is grown as a 
cash crop. This is nothing new; the drug has been part of Xhosa culture for 
generations. 
 
In 1992 police seized 10% of the crop, 4.8m kg, with a street value of 18p /R1 per 
gram. Thus giving the value of the seized crop as £8.4bn / R48bn. According to local 
growers they make a contribution to the local economy of twice the value of the local 
farming fishing or forestry industry. The yield per acre; £357, 000 / R 2bn a month.  
 
The downside to this booming illegal venture; the increased use of firearms bringing 
violence to the community. This was especially evident during the two months that 
the cannabis crop needs to dry out. 
 
Black pupils burned a house and damaged several businesses after clashes with white 
men preventing them from occupying a former 'whites only' school in Trompsburg in 
the Orange Free State. Police said that 400 angry black students rampaged through the 
town after they were chased away from the school.  
 
 



Thurs 22 
 
The search for the skull of the Xhosa King Hintas, which is being sought as an 'ethnic 
trophy' (qv 2/2) has moved to Scotland. As the presidents emissary, N Gcalekacana, 
meet with members of the Scottish military at Fort George by the side of the Murry 
Firth. 
 
A spokesman for the Queen 's Own Highlanders, which has amalgamated with the 
72nd Highlanders admitted that the Xhosa monarch had been shot dead by one of its 
troops and his ears taken as trophies. Captain Ward denied that the head had been 
severed from the body. 
 
If Chief Gcalekacan locates the missing skull, which the spirits tell him is located in a 
clearing by a forest occupied by a young horse, then he will inherit the Hintas role and 
rule over 5 million subjects. For this privilege he has paid a price of 35 cattle and one 
thousand goats to the spirits. 
 
A black minister, a member of the National Party has resigned after a police 
investigation into claims of fraud at the department of Social Services. As an 
appointee of de Klerk, A Williams head of the Population and Welfare Department, 
the position was described by Nelson Mandela as one of 'tokenism.' 
 
The discovery that the president sanctioned the phones of thousands of individuals to 
be tapped by the National Intelligence Agency could prove an embarrassment, even as  
such practices have been ruled legal following a police inquiry (qv 5/1). 
 
Fri 23 
 
The parents of black school children wishing their sons and daughters to attend the 
previously all white Potgieterrus Primary School (qv 3/2) have won a court battle 
brought by some of the parents of the white children opposed to the idea of multi 
racial education.  With a heavy police presence 17 black pupils appeared for lessons 
but only 20 white children, out of a school roll of 700, appeared to begin classes. 
 
Sat 24 
 
The skull, of the Xhosa monarch, King Hintas, has been located on the estate of the 
Sutherland land owner Mr C Brooke. It is known that his forebears  served in the 
Seaforth Highlanders whilst the regiment was posted to southern Africa. 
 
Sun 25 
 
Still angry at the decision, of the Johannesburg Supreme Court, which overruled the 
white parents in the Potgietersue primary school dispute have decided to involve the 
Constitutional Court. This, the highest legal body in the land, will be asked to rule on 
the issue again. 
 



The Afrikaner 's appeal will be based on, an identified loophole in the interim 
constitution, which allows them to block school admissions on the grounds that to do 
so would not protect their language and cultural rights. 
 
Mon 26 
 
There were calls for J Lloyd (qv), the prospective Labour Party candidate for Exeter, 
to be dropped from the Party list unless he is cleared by the Truth Commission in 
South Africa. A report will be considered by the movements national executive 
committee at its meeting on 28/2. 
 
If he is withdrawn from the list then the former Labour MP, P Jackson, will offer 
himself up for election to the people of Exeter. This move has only been taken after an 
indication, from members of the constituency indicate their approval. 
 
Tues 27 
 
A former whites only school in the Afrikaner town of Potgietersrus, that was forced to 
admit blacks, has suspended plans  to fight the decision through South Africa's highest 
court, officials in Johannesburg said yesterday. - Reuters -  
 
A shortfall in the number of workers in the medical profession is to be filled by Cuban 
personnel. At a welcoming ceremony for the first 2, 000 workers the minister of 
Health; Dr N Zuma. During their arrival – at which anti American slogans were 
shouted – the minister blamed the national shortage on the British who were enticing 
many of the recently qualified overseas. 
 
Thurs 29 
 
The former Defence Minister, General Malan, who along with other senior officers is 
to stand trial in Durban's Supreme Court within 7 days (qv 2/12) had more charges 
laid against him.  
 
The new charges, brought by the attorney general of KwaZulu Natal, has extended the 
charges to a general conspiracy to murder politicians supporting the ANC. They also 
include evidence that further training  was given to the Capavari assassins at the secret 
northern Transvaal base. 
 
The new indictment also refers to a meeting between General Malan and his senior 
officials with Chief Buthelezie in 3/88 where he “cautioned Buthelezie to the 
sensitivity of their relationship” and warned him that Inkatha “should not be linked 
with the South African government. 
 
 



 
 

MARCH 1996 
 

Fri 1 
 
President Mandela of South Africa said yesterday that a national commission would 
be launched to stamp out the apartheid - era legacy of corruption. - Reuters - 
 
Sat 2 
 
Recent fears about the health of the president (qv 21/2) were confirmed by him. 
Before  setting out on a 3 day visit to Togo and Mali 77 year old Mr Mandela said that 
he had visited a cardiologist. 
 
Mon 5 
 
The trial of the former Defence Minister, M Malan, and 19 others, has begun in 
Durban Supreme court. There was a 7 day adjournment after less than an hour to give 
the defence time to study the new conspiracy charges (qv 29/2) that had been added to 
the indictment. 
 
Wed 6 
 
The Court of Appeal, in London, has ruled that the adoption of S Zunga initiated in 
1995 (qv 7/6) will not be allowed and he will have to be returned to his parents who 
live in the Transvaal. 
 
In the ruling, read out by Lord Justice Neil, the Court had decided that the best 
interests of the child would be served if he returned home. The court acknowledged 
that their decision gave the child; named in court as Child P an uncertain future. 
 
A crisis of confidence has hit the National Party as a number of MP ’s leave the 
political field all together or take up diplomatic posts. The resignation of Abe 
William’s (qv 22/2) has also and a detrimental effect on moral, to such an extent that 
the ministerial position of Population and Welfare has been hard to fill. 
 
Hopes for an improved outlook, with the appointment of R Meyer (qv) as general 
secretary have met with little success. Much of de Klerk' s energy has been spent 
preparing a ‘paper’ for the Truth Commission to try and explain away the extent of 
Party involvement in apartheid era atrocities. 
 
President Mandela, in a bid to quell speculation about, supposed, deteriorating health 
has been admitted to a Johannesburg clinic for  medical. A spokesman for his office 
said that the results would be made public when he has left. 
 
Pass Notes - this date 1900, the relief of Ladysmith during the Boer war. 
 
 



Fri 8 
 
As if to emphasise his ability to be an effective leader, as his medical check up 
confirmed, President Mandela has been lecturing members of the ANC ’s caucus in 
parliament on their collective responsibilities to the Party. 
 
These matters refer to the work of the Health committee who have questioned the 
spending of £2.5m / R14.5m to finance, in a glitzy show business style, an Aids 
awareness campaign directed by a well known Soweto musical director. Also called 
before the committee was Health Minister, N Zuma. There was no adequate reporting 
of her answers.  
 
When the members did finally look into the affair the ANC caucus acted in a 
defensive manner, to these witnesses, rather like naughty school children afraid of an 
unseen headmaster. 
 
South African newspaper editors, in the guise of the Freedom of Expression Institute, 
are seeking a meeting with the Zambian president, F Chiluba, to ask for the release of 
two of its members who are F M’membe, editor in chief and B Mmwape, managing 
editor of The Post Zambia’s largest selling newspaper. 
 
The Sarfu president, Louis Luyt, who was recently sacked from his post has almost 
certainly lost the battle to keep the Springbok as the emblem for the national side 
when competing in international events. It is expected that the Emblem Commission 
of the National Sports Council will recommend that the insignia to be used is that of 
the King Protea. Conformation is expected at a meeting on 30/3. 
 
Sat 9 
 
An apartheid era assassin, Dirk Coetzee, said yesterday that he has applied to 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu's Truth and Reconciliation Committee in Cape Town for 
amnesty for 27 crimes, including 6 murders. - Reuters -  
 
Sun 10 
 
Following the Court of Appeal ruling, in the case of Child P (qv 6/3), a case has been 
made that the ruling will not be in the interests of the child. The decision, by Lord 
Justice Neil, is more to do with the wishes of the parents, whatever the domestic 
situation is, are back in the Transvaal town of Brackpan. 
 
The latest attendance figures for students, at the now multiracial Potgietersburg 
Primary School (qv 23/2), is 157 whites and 22 blacks.- The Times 4/3 - 
 
Still a resident of Pretoria Central Prison during his ongoing trial of 20 months, 
accused of 100 plus counts of murder, Colonel E Kock (qv) is ever fearful that his life 
is in danger.  
 
The governments chief assassin, during the anti ANC dirty war who, was most 
effective after the unbanning of the main liberation movement, holds the future of  



some  members of the former government and its top military figures at his mercy. 
This is where the feared threat to life could come from, if he decides to name those in 
overall command that ordered train massacres and township killings. 
 
Mon 11 
 
South African prison officers are suspected of helping the weekend escape of four 
right - wing extremists accused of killing 20 people before the 1994 election (qv 
25/4). 
 
The four, who had previously  jumped bail together, used keys to unlock their adjacent 
cells and hacked through two iron grills to escape from Diepkof prison outside 
Johannesburg. An inquiry has been ordered. - D Beresford, GDN page 8 C4 -  
 
Tues 12 
 
A pro Inkatha demonstration, which was broken up by police using water cannon, 
heralded the opening of the States case against General M Malan (qv), 12 former 
security force commander, 6 alleged assassins and Chief Buthelezi’s former personal 
secretary. The trial is expected to last 3 months. 
 
The ‘hidden life of exiled P Pilley, exposed in 1994 (qv 22/3) as a top official in the 
North of England, of the Anti - Apartheid Movement, is about to turn full circle as he 
males the emotional journey back to the land of his birth. The former Leeds 
University lecturer, along with his wife and young child, are to travel to KwaZulu 
Natal where he will take up a position at Natal University 
 
Thurs 14 
 
A Special Report;  
 
The malady lingers on; Racial tension will not disappear at the drop of a hat. 
 
Bumps on the road to a smooth succession; Nelson Mandela, his foreign policy 
examined and who will take over the mantle? 
 
Rainbow tourism holds out promises of a crock of gold; the way forward for assured 
financial prosperity. 
 
Hands waiting to be put to work; utilising the vast potential of the unemployed, which 
stands at 40%. 
 
Sat 16 
 
Hopes of a peaceful conclusion to the ongoing violence in KwaZulu Natal, discussed 
at an all night session of the regions parliament, have been dashed. At a joint meeting 
between 300 ‘traditional leaders,’ Chief Buthelezie and Nelson Mandela at Nogomain  
in northern Natal. 
 



Heavy security surrounded the meeting; 1,000 troops and overhead security 
helicopters, as there were fears of an assassination attempt on the life of the Zulu 
monarch, King Zwelethini, a strong supporter of the president. The kings death would 
further derail attempts at peace in the region. 
 
At a hearing, in the Supreme Court on 19/3, the divorce between the President and his 
estranged wife, Winnie, will move to its inevitable conclusion. No details of the 
settlement will be published, as divorce reporting inside the country is not allowed. 
 
Sun 17 
 
As the prosecution case, against General Malan and others (qv) continues the court 
has been hearing evidence from the leader of the raid that became known as the 
KwaMakutha massacre which took place in 1987 on  21.1. 
 
The the prosecutions chief witness J P Oppenheimer, granted immunity from 
prosecution in exchange for his testimony, was the leader of a 10 man Zulu 
paramilitary patrol that carried out the attack. Detailing his recruitment and training, 
from 1986, along with 206 others he described how he received orders from all those 
in the dock, with the exception of the former defence minister. He called the mission a 
disaster, full of wrong intelligence - which led to the wrong people being killed. 
 
Up until this time, this most important witness has been kept overseas out of reach of 
those who would rather not see him give evidence in this trial. There are still fears for 
his life. 
 
Mon 18 
 
Winnie Mandela is seeking about £3.2 million from her estranged husband President 
Nelson Mandela as a price for a divorce in a bitter feud which is due to go to court - 
barring an 11th hour out of court settlement, the City Post newspaper said yesterday. 
 
It said Mrs Mandela was claiming half her husband’s estate, including a share of 
royalties from his best selling autobiography and his Nobel peace prize. - Reuters -  
 
Tues 19 
 
Before Judge Eloff in the Johannesburg Supreme Court, the president gave evidence 
as to the breakdown of his marriage to Winnie. He is fighting a rear guard action by 
the former cabinet minister, salary of £2,700 / R16,000 supports alleged spending of 
£18,500 / R107,000, which includes £1,700 on clothing and £350 on cosmetics, to 
have the divorce delayed while mediation attempts are made. 
 
This disputes procedure, which is not acceptable to Nelson Mandela, would be carried 
out by K Mantizima, former leader in the Transvaal and tribal elders of the Tembu 
clan, of which Nelson Mandela is a minor royal, because the president feels that the 
system would be abused because the appointment was made under the former 
apartheid government. 
 



Wed 20 
 
President Nelson Mandela has been granted the divorce he has been seeking ever 
since the separation from the ‘Mother of the Nation’ in 4/94. The circumstances that 
led to this early conclusion to the proceedings in the Johannesburg Supreme Court 
were dramatic. 
 
Mrs Mandela sacked her legal team, pleading with the judge for a postponement of 
proceedings, while she appointed another lawyer. This was seen as a delaying tactic, 
by both the judge and the team working for the president, and refused. 
 
In earlier evidence Nelson Mandela was reluctant to go into details of when exactly 
the marriage had broken down, but would do so, and air more dirty linen in public, if 
the opposition insisted that former apartheid system was to blame for the marriage 
breakdown. To support this claim they had wanted to call P Erasmus, a former 
security policeman, to support this claim. Another witness, Chief K Mantanzima, who 
was also refused permission to appear by Judge Eloff, would have tried to persuade 
the court that traditional tribal methods of reconciliation should be used instead of 
court proceedings to save the marriage. 
 
Thurs 21 
 
President Mandela, granted his divorce on the grounds of the ‘irretrievable break- 
down’ of his marriage because of his wife’s adultery with a young lawyer, has waived 
the court costs that were due to him and granted an ex gratis payment to his wife as a 
settlement to Winnie. Mrs Mandela, who was not in court to hear this statement, is 
considering further legal moves to give, what she describes as a ‘fair hearing’, of the 
case. 
 
It has become known that Mr Mandela had previously contributed a considerable 
amount for the well being of his family. Sums of £100,000 had been given towards the 
costs of building the Soweto mansion, that was briefly his home after his release from 
jail. Towards the defence costs, on kidnapping charges £90,000 was paid to the 
defence team that worked for Mrs Mandela. The presidents daughters and 
grandchildren were given £170,000 towards the costs of homes, schooling and cars. 
 
The political future of the women, who now calls herself Madikizela Mandela, is 
uncertain. At stake is her leadership of the ANC ’s Women’s League; which will 
probably be lost. There is unlikely to be a position in any future Mandela government, 
although her position in parliament safe; due to the party list system, in an election, 
and her continuing popularity in the government. 
 
Cartoon A Queens grovelling apology.  
 
Fri 22 
 
The recently divorced Winnie Mandela was refereed to during witness evidence in the 
trial of the former security policeman Colonel E Kock (qv). Another former 
policeman, D Halthausen, named her as the leader of a 5 strong criminal gang; the 



Winnie Mandela  Football Club. Almost all, 4,  of its members were killed in a police 
ambush, on which she reversed a decision to accompany them. 
Sat 23 
 
South African police said yesterday a strategy to destabilise KwaZulu Natal was 
behind another massacre which left 11 people dead including seven women and a 
child. - GDN page 13 C2 -  
 
The South African liberal politician Helen Suzman has been discharged from a US 
hospital where she spent a night under observation after collapsing after giving a 
speech - Reuters -  
 
Sun 24 
 
The phenomenon of Madikzela Mandela, she is now using her maiden name, lives on 
in the town of Brandfort. The town in the Free State, 250 miles and a 4 hour drive 
south of Soweto, is to capitalise on her forced stay in the town. 
 
A museum in her honour is to be set up in the house that she and her children were 
exiled in 1977 by the apartheid regime. This is in the Majwemaswe township at 802 
Deep Level. The museum will honour her good works during her residence, setting up 
a welfare clinic and giving encouragement and support to those that needed it. 
 
This tourist attraction will stand way above the towns other claim to fame in the 
populations affections; H Verwoerd, the former prime minister, went to school on the 
town. 
 
Wed 27 
 
Past Notes  this date 1902, the death of Cecil Rhodes. 
 
Thurs 28 
 
With a vote of 16 : 5 the national executive committee of the Labour Party has voted 
that prospective candidate for Exeter, J Lloyd (qv), should not be endorsed by the 
constituency. A statement, after the meeting, said that this was because of his “lack of 
openness on his activities with the African Resistance Movement ..undermined his 
position as a candidate” 
 
In response the chairman of the Exeter Labour Party, K Owen, said the general 
committee would meet on 2/4 to decide the next move.  
 
A planned march, through central Johannesburg and other cities, to commemorate the 
death of Inkatha party members in 1994 (qv 29/3) has been banned by the 
government. In what became known as the ‘Shell House’ massacre 8 members of 
Inkatha were killed after clashes with ANC members. The current marchers, carrying 
‘traditional weapons’ will, if the demonstration goes ahead, be in defiance of a ruling 
in 74 magisterial districts that such weapons should not be carried. 
 



Fri 29 
 
With the retirement of C Liebenberg, as Finance Minister, who has held the post since 
D Keys retired in 1994 (qv 17/5), President Mandela has had to alter the structure of 
his cabinet. 
 
To control the running of the countries finances an ANC stalwart Trevor Manuel,aged 
40, has been appointed as finance minister. The position he vacated, at Trade and 
Industry, will be filled by the present deputy Finance Minister, Alec Irwin. Gill 
Marcus, a former spokesperson for Nelson Mandela, will become the new deputy 
Finance Minister. 
 
Other changes see the cabinet’s acknowledged ‘intellectual' Dr P Jordan, removed 
from his Posts and Telecommunications portfolio, to be replaced by J Naido. His 
former responsibility; the overseeing of the Reconstruction and Development 
Programme has been abolished. The often criticised Foreign Minister,  Alfred Nzo, is 
to remain in the cabinet. 
 
In remembering the dead of the Shell House massacre Inkatha (qv 28/3) have backed 
down from any confrontation with the security forces by following the governments 
requirement not to carry ‘traditional weapons.’ Those that marched throughout the 
country carried only wooden sticks and staves. 
 
Sat 30 
 
News item, the executive committee of the National Sports Council has ruled that the 
Springbok emblem is to stay as the nations sports emblem. This move comes after a 
sub - committee had recommended that the Protea, a native flower - with no apartheid 
overtones - should replace it. - Radio 2 1pm -  
 
Sun 31 
 
A group of aggrieved victims of the apartheid era,  relatives of those killed during the 
struggle, are to go before the constitutional court to challenge the work of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission. 
 
Ntski Biko, the wife of Steve Biko; the founder of the Black Consciousness 
Movement, Churchill Mxenge, brother of a Durban based anti - apartheid activist and 
other relatives of those killed by the state have joined together recently to form the 
Federation for Victims of Apartheid. Lawyers acting for the Federation are to 
challenge the right of the Commission after only a person has appeared before it. 
 
Members of the Federation believe that there should be a court case, where those sin’s 
can be admitted in open court. Then, and only then, would amnesty be granted in most 
cases by the president. 
 
Constantia Winery - Red and White of 1995. 
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Mon 1 
 
A feasibility study has been commissioned by the presidents office to build a 
commemorative statue symbolising the 'breakout' from the apartheid system. The 
statue, a giant hand; modelled on the hand of Mr Mandela will be fashioned as if he 
were braking out from behind prison bars. 
 
The sculpture is to be made by D de Jager and the project leaders are the millionaire 
brothers S and A Kroc. There is controversy at those appointments, the brothers made 
their fortunes from selling skin lightening cosmetics; sales of which have been banned  
by the government on the advice of the medical profession. The sculptor is suspect 
because of his known support of the previous regime. 
 
The £10m project is now 'on hold' as these considerations became public. 
 
Wed 3 
 
A group of Afrikaners, angry at the 1995 decision by the South African Broadcasting 
Corporation (qv 3/5) to downgrade the use of the Afrikaner language, and who had 
earlier appealed to the president to halt the change, will now take their fight to the 
Supreme Court. 
 
The Junior Rappotrryers, in effect a junior Broederbond, is to appeal to the Court to 
force the state broadcasting organisation to increase the language content channels 
from a 1.4% to 27% across all three channels. 
 
This along with the language crisis, in the education system, with clashes at 
Stellenbosch University as authorities demands that it becomes an English only 
campus. Figures show that Afrikaner groups are the most likely group  to emigrate. 
Thus showing that the once dominant minority group is now facing difficulties just as 
the majority ethnic group did during the apartheid years. 
 
Thurs 4 
 
The five members of the AWB, who remain in jail, after being arrested in 1994 (qv 
17/5) accused of the bombing of Jan Smutts Airport in Johannesburg; others were 
helped to escape recently (qv 11/3) have been jailed for 26 years for their crimes. 
 
As the sentences were handed down, there were calls from a victims parent, for the 
senior leadership of the right wing organisation to face prosecution. On leaving the 
hearing Eugene Terreblanche was jeered by some of his supporters. 
 
President Mandela has backed the idea of the monument to the end of apartheid (qv) 
after his meeting with the sculptor and project leaders. There will now be discussions, 
in parliament, to finalise details. 



A British aid worker and two UN peacekeepers were killed by gunmen in an ambush 
on an Angolan road that had been declared safe by the United Nations. White South 
African farmers are set to move to new homes in Mozambique in a 1990's version of 
the 19th century Great Trek.  - Reuters  x 2 -  
 
Wed 10 
 
At the recent annual conference of the Pan African Congress in Bloemfontein, capital 
of the Free State, delegates were told of irregularities in the finances of the 
organisation. The financial secretary, S Cele, has launched an investigation into the 
whereabouts of £667, 000 / R4m donated by the state to help fund the 1994 general 
election campaign. 
 
In addition a donation of £100, 000 / R600, 000, from a Dutch aid group, which was 
to be used to “keep party offices going” has also gone missing.  
 
A challenge to the leadership of C Makwetu and other members of the executive 
committee was mounted by members of the Youth League. This was delayed by a 
promise of an all Africa conference, possibly on 10/6; Soweto Day, to decide the 
future of the movement continent wide. 
 
Lawyers acting for members of the Federation for Victims of Apartheid (qv31/3) have 
begun their action in the Constitutional Court, against the actions of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, in its proposal for granting generous criminal amnesty. 
 
Fri 12 
 
The action by lawyers, acting for the Federation of Victims of Apartheid, has failed on 
a 'technicality.' Undeterred, relatives of those killed by the state have instructed their 
legal team to move the across to the Supreme Court. The families of Steve Biko, G 
and V Mxenge and F and F Ribero are asking the court to order the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission to delay the hearing of 28, due for investigation over 4 
days; from 15/4 in East London, until there is clarification from the Constitutional 
Court. 
 
President Mandela and Chief Buthelezie are to hold talks to discuss postponing the 
local elections in KwaZulu Natal, due 29/5, because of the widespread violence in the 
province. 
 
Sun 14 
 
Despairing of ever ascending the presidency Cyril Ramaphosa (qv) is to leave 
parliament at the same time the president vacates his post in 1999. Outside parliament 
the liberation war stalwart will turn his talents to the business world; for a 
management position in black owned conglomerate. He, for the foreseeable future, 
will retain his post as secretary general of the ANC. 
 
 
 



Mon 15 
 
The legal challenge to the work of the Truth Commission (qv 12/4) is to be joined by 
a second attempt to halt its work, according to Dr A Boraine, the commissions deputy 
president. This late challenge will come from individuals named as the alleged 
perpetrators of the crimes, under investigation at a series of hearings beginning in East 
London.  
 
High levels of security are in place to protect witnesses being identified; even lawyers 
retained by the accused have been refused statements, who are said to be 'household 
names.' This is what sparked off the legal challenge.  
 
The purpose behind Cyril Ramaphosa 's  exit from parliament (qv 14/4) to join New 
Africa Investment, which is listed on the Johannesburg stock exchange, is to challenge 
the position of the minority whites in the economic field. 
 
The threat to the local elections in KwaZulu Natal (qv 12/4) took a more serious turn, 
as Chief Buthelezie threatened to pull the Inkatha Freedom Party out of the coalition 
government if there is any delay in the poll. 
 
Tues 16 
 
The 4 day witness testimony before the Truth Commission (qv 12/4) has begun in the 
civic building in East London. Here the chairman, Archbishop Tutu who described the 
proceedings as a “candle of remembrance” and 17 other members were kept waiting, 
while state television were ready to beam the hearings nation wide. 
 
Before a bomb scare forced the hearing to be suspended, while the building was 
evacuated, evidence was heard from N Mohapi; the widow of Mapetla Mohapi a 
contemporary of Steve Biko in the Eastern Cape. She recounted the time she was 
informed that her husband had hanged himself, with a pair of jeans, while in police 
custody. 
 
Evidence of the numerous 'disappearances' during the liberation struggle were 
highlighted by the widows of the 'Pepco 3', who were leaders of a Port Elizabeth civic 
group, who vanished after being summoned to meet a non existent British consular 
official at a local airport. 
 
Wed 17 
 
With his position in the New Africa Investment company secure Cyril Ramaphosa is 
fronting negotiations that would see his new found employer  and a second 'black 
empowerment company: National Empowerment Corporation fund 50% of a joint 
take over of a company that is part of the Anglo American corporation. 
 
Each side in the union/ management buy out of the Jonnic Investment Company 
would be expected to find £667m / R4bn.  
 
 



 
Thurs 18 
 
The Truth Commission, hearing evidence in East London, which had earlier agreed to 
protect the identity of two former security officers due to give evidence until the 
outcome of a hearing before the Supreme Court, within 7 days, has bowed to pressure 
from four former police chiefs and offer to protect their identity.  
 
The retired officers would use the judicial system if they felt that the Truth 
Commission is not acting to protect the 'fundamental rights' of the security force 
officers accused of apartheid era atrocities.. The aim of the legal action is to “force the 
commission to practice justice.” 
 
The evidence has been heard, from a mother, and tell of her activist son who had been 
abducted at the fourth attempt and then shot dead. Later an investigation heard that he 
had been killed while attempting to shoot his captors while his hands were 
handcuffed. 
 
Fri 19 
 
One of the world 's largest gold mining companies  should be prosecuted for the 
deaths of 104 men at the Vaal Reef mine disaster in South Africa last year an inquiry 
recommended yesterday. - Reuters – authors note see 19/5  
 
Fri 26 
 
The contents of the final draft of the new constitution, which must be agreed by 
parliament by 9/5, has reached a major stumbling block. So serious are the sticking 
points between the two main parties that nelson Mandela and F W de Klerk are to 
hold talks to try and break the deadlock. 
 
The main differences between the ANC and the National Party, of some 300 tabled for 
discussion by parliament, cover the issues of education and labour rights. The 
National Party want the right to lock out workers involved in any labour dispute. The 
view of the ANC, to a proposal from the NP, to single language education, is that 
would encourage racially exclusive schools; something diametrically opposed by 
liberation policy.  
 
The main trade union affiliation Cosatu, has called a 24 hour strike on 30/4, in protest 
to the lock out clause which is not opposed by the ANC. Under the new rules the 
existing Senate is to be replaced by a 90 strong council of provinces, with its members 
drawn from the regional parliaments. 
 
All this frantic negotiations has caused panic on the financial markets. On 24/4 the 
value of the Rand dropped 4% against the dollar to finish at R 4.30 : 1 $US. 
 
 



Sat 27 
 
The treatment of the black marathon runner, E Meyer, at the countries athletic trials 
for the Olympic Games In America this year, could affect the bid by cape Town to 
host the 2004 Games. Along with a fellow athlete she was suspended from the trials, a 
decision reversed on appeal.  
 
President Nelson Mandela was horrified by Thursdays attack on a wife and daughter 
of South Africa 's Zulu King Zwelethini which left them in a serious condition, a 
spokesman said yesterday. - Reuters -  
 
Sun 28 
 
Following the attack on the family of the ruling Zulu monarch, from which Q Ma 
Muthe Zulu aged 46, one of the kings five wives, and her  daughter Sibusisile aged 25 
are recovering, the body of the missing Zulu princess Nonhlanhla Zulu aged 35 has 
been found on a soccer pitch in the province. 
 
The sponsors of an attempt to place the first South African mountaineer on the top of 
Everest has pulled out of the project. The editor of the Sunday Times dropped the 
bombshell after discovering that the expedition leader Woodall, aged 69, has omitted 
the name of the South African mountaineer on the relevant permit. A snub to a 
member of the reporting team, accompanying the assault team, added insult to injury. 
 
Child P, (qv 10/3), the hoped for adoption of the Zulu child has once again been 
turned down by the High Court in London.  
 
The strike call, by Cosatu, over the crisis in writing the new constitution (qv 26/4) has 
only affected 3 firms in the Johannesburg area. Most business are running normally. 
The Herald, Zimbabwe.  
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Fri 3 
 
Police have arrested 9 people following the recent attacks on members of the family of 
Zulu monarch, King Zwelethini. Those arrested were held at a hostel, in KwaMashu, 
which is known to be a stronghold of the Inkatha party. 
 
After visiting members of the Zulu royal family, in a Durban hospital, President 
Mandela did not rule out the imposition of a state of emergency in the troubled 
province. 
 
The crisis in writing a new constitution (qv) remains unresolved; well past the date 
specified at the time of the multi party elections in 1994. After a last minuet attempt to 
resolve the issue, in talks lasting till 5.30am, the chairman of the Constitutional 
Assembly Cyril Ramaphosa, said that a referendum may have to be called to break the 
deadlock, which could lead to an early general election. 
 
Wed 8 
 
Local elections in KwaZulu Natal, scheduled for 29/5, have been delayed for one 
month after the president had discussions with members of his cabinet. The move has 
been criticised by political analysts an the grounds that the postponement was not of 
sufficient length. 
 
Thurs 9 
 
The constitutional crisis has ended with all party agreement to a permanent post 
apartheid constitution. To achieve this historic agreement there were further 
compromises from both the ANC and the National Party. 
 
The second deputy president F W de Klerk says that his agreement to the terms of the 
new constitution, to be implemented from 1999, was only in the interests of the 
country. 
 
The 48 members of Inkatha boycotted the debate and vote. 10 members of the 
Freedom Front abstained. There were 2 votes against;; from pro abortionist 
Independents. 
 
Fri 10 
 
The euphoria brought on by the agreement of a new constitution (qv 9/5) has been 
qualified with the announcement that the National Party will leave the government of 
national unity at the end of this month. This not unexpected move, due to ongoing 
differences between the two main parties, which it is hoped will stabilised the falling 
value of the Rand; thus boosting the flagging economy. 
 



A statement from Inkatha indicated that they might follow the lead of F W de Klerk 
and leave the government. Spokesmen for each of the minor parties in parliament 
dismissed the move -as being of little importance. 
 
The Supreme Court in Johannesburg has ruled that members of the Federation of 
Victims of Apartheid (qv 10/4) cannot challenge the Truth Commissions ruling on 
granting amnesty to those who appear before it to give evidence. 
 
Leader Comment, Resuming there Separate Ways The effect of the National Party’s 
pull out from the government of national unity will strain the ability of the ANC to 
govern effectively. The Mandela government will be put under great strain to meet the 
aspirations of the majority, who feel that the transition is not going well for them. 
Also for this ‘go it alone’ administration is the mischief making potential of the 
Inkatha Freedom Party. 
 
Mr Mandela 's team will have to show much greater “maturity” to survive the 
obstacles ahead. 
 
Sun 12 
 
The move by the National Party (qv) will provide the checks and balances needed to 
prevent an ANC government going the way of many African governments; towards a 
‘one party state’. This scenario was prophesied by many observers once Mr Mandela 
leaves the political scene in 1999. 
 
There are behind the scenes moves which are trying to encourage a merger between 
the National Party and other parliamentary parties, Freedom Front, PAC and the 
Democratic Party, thus breaking the black/white divisions of party politics. A move 
like this would also prevent any slide towards a one party state,  that some who expect 
to follow on from the Mandela era. 
 
Dismissing the move by the National Party and linking it to the fortunes of the 
Communist Party and former President Gorbachev, strong supporters of the previous 
regime are finding new acolytes to support. Nasionalie Peers, an Afrikaans media 
corporation, has given a small donation to the Democratic Party; who are well known 
to fight ‘tooth and nail’ for a continued multi  racial democracy. 
 
Mon 13 
 
Child P (qv) details; Adoptive mother, Salome Stopford. P Sifioso  Mahlangu. The 
media campaign, mainly through the tabloids, has been handled by publicist Max 
Clifford. 
 
Tues 14 
 
Having to fill the cabinet posts vacated by the National Party, on their decision to 
leave the government (qv) Mr Mandela has filled the posts vacated thus; P Jordan 
Environmental Affairs and Tourism. G F Moleketi, Welfare and Population 
Development. P Manduna, Mineral and Energy Affairs.  



The Minister of Land, D Hanekan, has been given the added responsibility of the 
agricultural portfolio which is becoming a sensitive issue. 
 
Wed 15 
 
Following evidence to the Truth Commission, from relatives of those killed in a 1986 
Durban bar bomb, the KwaZulu Natal attorney general will reopen the investigation 
that led to the jailing of the leading ANC activist R Mc Bride. The former MP, now a 
Foreign Office diplomat, was released in 1992 (qv 29/9). 
 
Following the withdrawal of the National Party, from the government of national 
unity (qv) it has announced also that it will pull out of eight of the nine provincial 
cabinets. It will remain represented in the Western Cape where it holds a majority. 
 
Fri 17 
 
Black and white students fought each other in running battles at Pretoria Technikon 
polytechnic yesterday. The violence erupted from black grievances concerning high 
fees and stiff entrance requirements. - Reuters  -  
 
Sun 19 
 
As the Truth Commission begins phase two of its mandate, to hear evidence from 
those granted amnesty from prosecution for acts committed during the struggle, the 
judiciary is taking exception to some of the Commissions actions. 
 
Both the Attorney Generals in the Transvaal and KwaZulu Natal have on going 
investigations into the bombing of the Durban bar that led to the conviction of R Mc 
Bride (qv 15/5) and into the links between the Inkatha Freedom Party ‘third force’ 
activities and the Nationalist government. 
 
In the case of the former ANC MP, the orders to target Magoo’s Bar in 1986, came 
from his superiors. This admission, made on national television by Mr Mc Bride, was 
seized upon by the defence team acting for General Malan (qv), and other former 
military personnel, charged with ordering the killing of civilians in 1987. 
 
Thurs 23 
 
The National Executive Committee of the Labour Party has ordered the Exeter Labour 
Party not to adopt J Lloyd (qv) as its preferred candidate at the next general election. 
The decision was reached after a lengthy inquiry. The former African Resistance 
Movement member is consider legal action over the decision. 
 
Three of those accused, with M Malan (qv), T Groenwald and two security force 
commanders, of conspiracy to murder have had their cases dropped on orders of the 
court. The judge indicated that there was insufficient evidence in these three cases. 
The trial of the other seventeen will continue, after the defence failed to have all the 
charges dropped through lack of evidence. 
 



South Africa needs the same sort of Marshall plan assistance that helped rebuild 
western Germany after the second world war, President Nelson Mandela said in Bonn 
yesterday - AP -  
 
Fri 24 
 
A Home Office ruling has put the career of a Leeds United player’s ability for next 
season at risk. Philip Masinga, who transferred from the Mamalodi Sundowners took 
place in 1994 (qv 13/8) at risk.  
 
The attempt to revoke his work permit is based on the number of appearances he has 
made for the Premier League team, 11, during the season, just ended. The ruling is to 
be challenged at an Appeals Tribunal. 
 
Sun 26 
 
Fresh challenges dawned for Nelson Mandela ’s government with the adoption of a 
new constitution and the departure of the National Party. 
 
The “The National Party pull out presents the country with an opportunity to the rules 
of a more conventional democracy - allocating to the majority and the official 
opposition very clearly their rights and responsibilities.” - Business Day, South Africa -  
 
“It now falls to President Mandela and the African National Congress to convince the 
world that the ending of the honeymoon does not mean South Africa’s decent into 
tribal confrontation.” - Daily Telegraph, Britain,  TIME, page 15, 20/5 -  
 
Mon 27 
 
A British climber, Bruce Herrod aged 37, who was a member of a South African 
expedition to climb Everest (qv 28/4) has gone missing after reaching the summit. He 
failed to arrive at the assault camp, where other members of the successful attempt - 
two South Africans and three Shaper guides were waiting for him. 
 
Wed 29 
 
It is now known that Bruce Herrod, a member of the South African team attempting to 
climb Everest (qv 27/5), died on the mountain. He was observed by the two South 
Africans, Cathy O’ Dowd and I Woodall, who were returning from the summit, after a 
9 hour final journey plodding towards the summit. 
 
Thurs 30 
 
Lawyers for Leeds United are to challenge the Department of Employment’s ruling 
that P Masinga (qv 24/5) has lost his rights to work in this country. The Department 
has withdrawn his work permit because he has not been a team member for 75% of 
the games that Leeds United have played during the last season. 
 
 



Fri 31 
 
Local elections, in the Western Cape, have seen an emphatic victory for the National 
Party;  mainly due to the support of the Coloureds. The elections, held on 29/5, saw 
the Party retain power in 6 of the 7 rural areas to have declared their results, with 59% 
of the vote. The ANC could only manage 33%. 
 
In the political battle for the control of Cape Town, again the National Party were in 
the majority. In the first of 6 sub councils to declare results the party has won 26 of 
the 30 seats available. 
 
A film is to go into production titled “One man, One vote.” The American actor 
Sidney Poitier and the British actor, Michael Cain, will take the parts of Nelson 
Mandela and F W de Klerk respectively. 
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Tues 4 
 
According to the Portuguese news agency, Lusa, the Angolon president has taken 
swift action to deal with the countries deepening economic crisis. 
 
President dos Santos has sacked the Prime Minister, M Moco, and his cabinet. The 
president of the parliament, F van Duem, has been asked to form a new government. 
The governor of the Angolan central bank has been sacked and the movement of 
foreign exchange in and out of the country banned. 
 
News item, it has been announced that the veteran anti apartheid campaigner and 
cleric; Archbishop Tutu is to stand down from his position. - Radio 4 10pm news -  
 
Wed 5 
 
In the run up to the delayed local elections in KwaZulu Natal it has emerged that King 
Zwelethini has left the province and gone into hiding, with the Swazi royal family, 
because of his fears for his, and his families, security 
 
The move comes as a row ensues, within South Africa, that the cost of the royal 
household is £2.5m per year. Included in this amount is the cost of 48 bodyguards to 
protect the family who have faced an increase in violent attacks in recent times. 
 
In a move designed to ‘hurry along’ the setting up of a joint army in Angola, the first 
batch of 15 officers, from Jonas Savimbis  Unita movement, have been integrated into 
what will be known as the Angolan Armed Forces. The process will be completed, by 
30/7, when the remainder of the Unita contingent, 26,000, will have been selected. 
 
The UN peacekeeping force, unhappy at the cost of operations, £65,000 per day, are 
also concerned that many of the 35,000 members of Unita in the 11 quartering areas 
and who have not come with any significant amount of weaponry, including artillery, 
are not the first class fighters that were expected. 
 
Fri 7 
 
In his last sermon as Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town Desmond Tu Tu asked his 
congregation not to put the new leadership ‘on a pedestal’ and be patient. With his 
new post as chairman of the Truth Commission involving so much of his time the new 
head of the Anglican church in South Africa is to be Winston Ndungane. 
 
South Africa’s President Nelson Mandela yesterday indefinitely next week’s state visit 
to Luanda because of the domestic crisis in Angola [qv] prompted by the dismissal of 
the prime minister M Moco.-  D Beresford GDN page 15 C 2 - 
 
 



Sat 8 
 
Police commissioner G Fivas, has held a briefing session for the local media. In it he 
highlighted that many of the detective force; 75% were untrained in the art of 
detection, which has led to an increase in the number of unsolved crimes. This comes 
at the same time as  the countries leading banking group, Nedco, that this increase was 
costing the country £6b per year. The police commissioner also revealed that there 
were 18,000 unsolved murders on the books. 
 
There has been a call for the Health Minister, N Zuma, to resign after he sanctioned 
the spending of £2m on an Aids awareness play. Much of the funding came from the 
European Union, who are demanding the return of the cash. 
 
A ‘creeping paralysis’ is engulfing the MPLA government in Angola by the presence 
of the Unita movement in certain areas of the country. They are in control of many 
airstrips, which bring in supplies, guns? have a presence in the diamond and coffee 
producing provinces  Lunda and Uige respectively. These conditions are a mimic of 
the conditions in 1992, when a new peace deal had to be put together. 
 
Statistics; Oil earnings £6.5m per day. Inflation 3,000%. Foreign Exchange rates, 
80,000 Kwanzas = 1$ for the favoured citizen. Others have to find 24,000 Kw in 
exchange for a dollar. 
 
Sun 9 
 
Angola not only faces collapse from the economic warfare by Unita but also from the 
ravages of a disease making a come back after being eradicated over 20 years ago. 
Duando, 90 miles north of Luanda, is the location of a typical clinic set up to treat 
those suffering from sleeping sickness. 
 
The clinic, in the grounds of a hospital abandoned by the Portuguese colonialists, is 
run by an overseas aid agency, Norwegian People’s Aid, is typical of many such 
clinics. It draws its patients. They arrive at the rate of 100 per month,from the villages 
along the Kwanzar River, where 80% of residents are affected by the tsetse fly. 
 
The clinic is staffed by one Belgian doctor. The arsenic based drug, used for treatment 
is only manufactured in France and costs £65 per treatment. Even this source is to be 
phased out in the next four years. There is an urgent need to find a cheaper, just as 
effective, anti dote before this time. 
 
Tues 11 
 
Barrister J Lloyd (qv) and a former member of the African Resistance Movement has 
decided not to make a legal challenge to the decision by the NEC of the Labour Party 
of his deselecting as the candidate to fight in Exeter. 
 
The decision was made, he said, to avoid any distress to his wife and family, and 
because “no one would come out a winner.” 
 



After surviving 15 years of South African backed civil war the rural population of 
Mozambique, 2.5 million out of 17m, have tripled the production of maize to 934,000 
tonnes, enough to meet the countries needs, face a new danger. So quick to abandon 
their Marxist principals, the Frelimo government are pushing the population from the 
fertile land and giving it to those with influence, the elite, who join with overseas 
investors for mutual benefit. 
 
At a recent conference, at Mondulane university, issues of a land reform were 
discussed. It remains to be seen if the government in Maputo, who are to formulate a 
new law soon, will uphold the conference’s recommendations - to strengthen the 
peasants rights and increase transparency in the allocation of land. 
 
Wed 12 
 
With an acknowledged lack of funding the Angolan authorities need to find a solution 
to the problem of what is to become of the 70,000 men who are resident in the 11 UN 
monitored Assembly Points throughout the country. It is already determined that 50% 
of these men will form part of the standing army.  This still leaves a great number idle. 
 
One solution, favoured by the military, is to create a forth branch of the army which 
under military discipline would perform tasks that would help the community at large. 
This could be road or house building or the production of crops, which would have a 
ready buyer in the army. An estimated cost  has been worked out at £522m. 
 
An alternative plan, put forward by the UN, at a cost of just over £52m, would see 
those not to join the army being transported to their home areas and provided with a 
survival pack of tools and seeds to enable them to become self sufficient, within a six 
month period. Objecting this plan the military speculate that a man who has spent 
years under military discipline would sell his aid package for a quick profit. Left 
without the means of supporting himself, and his family, he becomes a potential 
bandit as he has not been taught the simple rules of budgeting in civilian life. 
 
Sun 16 
 
The 20th anniversary  of the Soweto uprising is a time of reflection for the new 
government as there ideologies are being challenged by the township generation, who 
have now become of ‘political age, in the new South Africa. 
 
Concern is growing throughout the country, but especially in the Northern Province, 
of the influence and power that witch doctors and dealers in traditional medicines, are 
having on the rural population. 
 
To investigate these phenomenon the provincial government has set up the nine man. 
Ralushi Commission which has just completed its report, after hearing evidence at 
sittings in Pietersburg. Members of the commission ranged from churchmen, witch 
doctors and community leaders. Their aim was to thrash out a common approach to 
the problem. 
 
 



Mon 17 
 
Inside the city of Cuito, in the Central Highlands of Angola, under government 
controlled but surrounded by Unita forces, all is devastation. Most of the cities 
infrastructure has been destroyed due to the 1994/5 siege. The hospital, staffed by one 
Angolan doctor and assisted by six more from a Belgian charity are treating sick 
children who are suffering from Kwashiorkor and Marasmus. 
 
By far the greatest tragedy to befall the residents is the number of people who have 
had to have there lower limbs amputated because of the danger of exploding mines, 
from the unexploded mines that are scattered around. A recently re - opened centre for 
the manufacture of artificial limb, run by the Red Cross, hopes to produce 400 + 
replacement limbs per month. More that 1,000 people signed up for treatment on the 
first day. 
 
The Halo Trust, a British anti mining charity, and a spokesman says that he has seen 
31 different types of mine in the area. It is also said that there are 165 minefields in 
the 15% of the province that is accessible from the 3 roads into the Unita areas. 
 
Tues 18 
 
Past Notes  this date 1900 detailing an attack on the military column that is destined 
to relieve Mafeking. 
 
Wed 19 
 
Pass Notes this date 1901 an account of life inside the concentration camp at 
Bloemfontein. 
 
Thurs 20 
 
Five South Africans were found guilty yesterday of a brutal attack on three British 
tourists and a New Zealand national in which two of the foreigners were gang raped in 
a remote part of the former Transkei homeland last year . - Reuters – see qv 18/9 
 
Mon 24 
 
A farewell service for the outgoing Archbishop Desmond Tu Tu has been held in 
Cape Towns St George’s Cathedral. It was a celebration of his ability to keep the 
injustice of apartheid in the world spotlight during the years of harsh emergency rule. 
 
A recent sale of excess game stock, at the Umfolozi Game Reserve, has seen a number 
of animals sold to game hunters zoo owners and private individuals Prices; Giraffe, 
£1,000, Springbok £50, Zebra £250, Wildebeest £250, Kudo £190, White Rhino 
£6,700. Six black rhino were sold to the owner of a game reserve in the Transvaal for 
£138,000 
 
 



Tues 25 
 
South Africa’s last apartheid era police commissioner has confessed to playing a role 
in political killings and other crimes, the independent South African Press Association 
reported yesterday. 
 
SAPA said the retied general, J van de Merwe, was among several former security 
force leaders to send a letter to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in which 
they took responsibility for 20 human rights violation, including the killing of anti - 
apartheid activists and bombings. 
 
It did not name its sources or the other security force leaders involved. Alex Boraine, 
co - chairman of the commission, said only “I understand we have received a letter .. 
on behalf of some very top people. If it is true, then it is very exciting indeed, as the 
commission has urged perpetrators to come forward.” - AP -  
 
Wed 26 
 
Fourteen political parties will seek the votes of 3.5 million population of KwaZulu 
Natal in the delayed local elections (qv 8/5). Although such a large number of parties 
are represented the real confrontation is between the Inkatha Freedom Party and the 
ANC. It is expected that the party led by Chief Buthelezie will increase its 51% share 
of the vote that it won at the 1994 general election; which was put down to large scale 
fraud at the time. 
 
The five, convicted of rape and robbery of tourists, in the former Transkei, (qv 20/6) 
have each been sentenced to jail terms of 17 to 23 years. 
 
Parliament in Mozambique has just passed a law that designates the Muslim festival 
of Eid as a public holiday. Opponents see this as a move down the road to Islamic 
fundamentalism. These fears have been voiced by the Renamo leader in parliament, R 
Domingos. A decision is awaited by President Chissano. 
 
The 1991 census indicates that Muslims make up 20% of the population, Catholics 
24%, Protestants 21% and those that follow the traditional practise of ancestral 
worship 30%. According to a N Lunat, The Frelimo MP and Muslim businessman 
those that follow the teachings of the Koran now make up between 40 and 50% of the 
population. 
 
Fri 28 
 
Declaring the delayed KwaZulu Natal local elections ’free and fair’ and marred by 
little violence, only 8 deaths, an ANC spokesman said the party had won 40 of the 60 
seats available in the provincial capital, 
 
It is also expected that the ANC will do well in Durban, as will Inkatha in the remote 
rural areas - when the results are announced. 
 
 



Sat 29 
 
With the majority of the votes counted, from the local elections in KwaZulu Natal, the 
state of the principals is ANC 268, Inkatha 131 and the National Party 115. 
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Wed 3 
 
With all the votes counted, in the delayed local elections in KwaZulu Natal, the 
degree of support for the three ‘principals’ was as follows; Inkatha 44.5%, ANC 33% 
and the National Party 13%. 
 
Fri 5 
 
To replace Sir A Reeve the British High Commissioner in Johannesburg, who is to 
retire, the government has appointed Maeve Fort. Aged forty five she is only one of 
eight British women to be in charge of an overseas mission. 
 
Sat 6 
 
As the state visit to London of President Mandela knows the residents of Brixton, a 
south London suburb, have mixed feelings about the forthcoming visit. Some see it as 
a joyful occasion while others see similarities between the South African President’s 
promises and those of New Labour - both have not kept to their founding principals. 
 
Meanwhile there are moves throughout the English ‘broadsheet’ press to forever link 
the ANC and the SACP, with additional praise for the Inkatha leader, Chief 
Buthelezie. This move is spearheaded by the self proclaimed ‘white Zulu’ J Aspinal 
(qv).  
 
Newspaper columnists from the conservative right, invited to Johannesburg, to dispel 
these links and interview government ministers, have spent more time writing about 
the rising crime rate - but not mentioning the new anti crime campaign which has led 
to spectacular arrests. 
 
Sun 7 
 
As former president F W de Klerk puts the final touches to his written submission to 
go to the Truth Commission, due 12/7, the team of lawyers engaged by Magnus Malan 
(qv) and others have written to the commission with a startling letter. 

The letter, from the Pretoria law firm W Muller and Du Plessis, discloses that the 
State were responsible for acts of terrorism that at the time were blamed on the 
liberation movements. One such incident was a bomb attack in 1987 on the 
headquarters of the Witwatersrand Command building of the South African Defence 
Force (qv 30/7)? In this attack, in which seven people, including five military  
personnel, were injured, the police hoped to damage the links that were being formed 
between the ANC and some of the Afrikaner intelligence. 



An even earlier incident,  in 7/86, which was blamed on the ANC was the death of the 
Home Affairs Minister of the KwaNbele homeland, P Nutuli. The minister was killed  
by a  car bomb inside a  ‘secure’ government compound. At the time the death was 
put down to the ministers opposition to the ANC support in the homeland. 

These disclosures, and others, may form the basis for a plea of amnesty for the 22 if 
assurances can be given that they would be treated ‘fairly’. 

Mon 8 

Ahead of his state visit President Mandela has urged the British government to put a 
stop to the practise, by NHS Trusts, of offering employment to recently qualified 
South African doctors. Those NHS trusts that are known to follow this practise are 
named as Great Yarmouth, Rotherham and Llanelli., who have a particular shortage in 
the field of anaesthetics. 

A former student leader, now emerging as a writer of note, has admitted in Cape 
Town to being a paid agent of the state -then a double agent passing secrets to the 
ANC. Mark Behr, who was elected on a ‘left wing’ platform to the Student 
Representative Council of Stellenbouch University in the late 1980’s. He clashed, 
with the then president F W de Klerk, by meeting with exiled members of the ANC in 
Lusaka, along with other members of the SRC. This move was sanctioned by his 
police minders as it would enhance his position in the anti apartheid movement.  
Forced to leave the university, after the security forces threatened to expose his 
position to the movement, he came clean at the recent writers festival. 

Four white South Africans, held for nine months by the Angolans, who had said on 
capture that they were mercenaries have returned to Pretoria. S Jaker 26, F Cloete 32, 
S Rensburg 28 and A Frazer 52 all said that the statements were made under duress. 

Cartoon Dr will see you soon He's just left Jo'berg a reference to the claim that members 
of the medical profession leave SA once they are qualified.  

Tues 9 

Programme for the state visit of the South African President. as Mr Mandela flies into 
London at the beginning of a 4 day visit his presence is most eagerly awaited by the 
business community. In order to create confidence in the countries economy Pretoria 
has decided that a swift move towards the privatisation of large parts of industry is the 
way forward. 

Targeted by the regime is the telephone industry, and along with contracts to build an 
estimated 40,000 new homes 96 British firms await a decision. In the visiting party is 
the minister responsible for this privatisation move, Ms Sigcau, so an announcement 
could be made during the stay. 

A policy failure, foreign, by the former British Prime Minister M Thatcher in 1986 
failed Mr Mandela and the black population of South Africa in two respects. The 
Conservative Prime Minister was the lone voice in support of the no economic 



sanctions lobby - opposite view of all the western powers and black Africa. At the 
same time she encouraged the policies of the Inkatha leader, Chief Buthelezie. 

Cartoon The problems that beset Nelson Mandela; Economy, Crime Rate, Health, 
Housing etc.  

Planning an effective leadership after the Mandela era - M Woolocott. 

Wed 10 

The official welcome of Nelson Mandela, to London, drew crowds from a wide area. 
Many were exiles who had fled the repressive regime. As P Yasuff, in self imposed 
exile said President Mandela is “the only person I would leave north London for”. 

Letter   R W Johnson Director H Suzman Foundation, Sahlan, Arena 3, 
Roseburg, Johannesburg unhappy at speculation that during the Mandela state visit 
(qv 8/7) of support for Chief Buthelezie. 

Cartoon There I told you prison works 

Thurs 11 
 
The merger of the two military elements in Angola, the New Angolan Army with 
members of Unita, has been stopped by the chief of the government forces. General J 
D Matos accused the movement of deceit and questioned the quality of the men and 
weapons held at the Assembly Points. 
 
Letter   C Jones 20 Antonine Gate St Albans and others critique of H Young 
(qv 9/7) about the Thatcher/ Buthezie relationship. 
 
Speaking to a gathering of the Confederation of Business, in London, president 
Mandela appealed for cash to boost the economic recovery. Later in a meeting with 
the Prime Minister he accepted £60m from the government. The donation would be 
used mainly in the education field. 
 
Revealed at the same time were economic details; Inflation down from 13.6% in 1993 
to 5.9%. The budget deficit is 5% of GDP, before 1994 it was 9.8%. Since multi racial 
democracy the inflow of foreign investment in R22bn, after 3 years of to '93. In 1991, 
R2.2bn  1992 R3. 2Bn 1003 R1. 5bn. 
 
On the issue of privatisation; eventually 30% of state owned business would make its 
way onto the free market. Specific targets are; Telekom selling off 30%, the state 
owned airline SAA with 25% up for public sale. An early attempt of a sell off; 100% 
of the synthetic fuel plant Mossgas, valued at R12bn was withdrawn recently. The 12 
bids, local and international were deemed unsuitable.  
 
Mandela state visit; joining the crowds. 
 
 



Fri 12 
 
With due pomp and ceremony the South African president spoke to a joint session of 
parliament in the 900 year old Westminster Hall; an honour not even accorded to the 
American president on his recent visit.  
 
His speech, to the assembled throng, took the form of a mild chiding of the ancestors 
for not heating an earlier plea for a say in government for the black majority of a 
British colony 80 years ago. This was followed by a respectful”tribute to the millions 
of Britons who through the years like others elsewhere in the world, stood up to say 
no to apartheid. Our emancipation is their reward.” 
 
Later, at a concert in aid of the work of the Princes Trust in South Africa, Mr 
Mandela, and royal guests, attended a lack lustre concert that was only enlivened by 
the music of the South African  Ladysmith Black Mambasa with Soweto' s Joseph S 
Bayete bands. At the end of the concert the audience was brought to its feet by the 
music of trumpeter Hugh Masakala. 
 
Cartoon He 's awfully good, Mandela, How much does he earn? Two legislators, inside 
Westminster, Hall discus a presidents pay  
 
Sat 13 
 
On the last day of his state visit the South African president made a very public 
appearance around Brixton market in south London.. From there he was driven to 
South Africa House, in Trafalgar Square, where a huge throng of people; exiles and 
anti apartheid supporters listened to his greetings and a call for the end of inter racial 
violence everywhere. 
 
Leader Comment, Change The World Despite an enthusiastic reception for Mr 
Mandela there is no hiding the difficulties that face South Africa. These include the 
manner of his succession and whether the last four days have inspired the business 
community and the government to invest time and money to rebuild a united country. 
 
The visit exposed Britain 's own racial problems – those Brixtonians, from the ethnic 
minorities, who greeted him so warmly may have equal difficulty in finding 
employment in Johannesburg. 
 
Mandela; the state visit, an overview - M Kettle - 
 
Sun 14 
 
The misery of the South African exile - Maggie Smith -  
 
Among the large group accompanying Nelson Mandela, on his recent state visit to 
London, was A Erwin Pretoria's Trade and Industry minister, who is leading the 
countries hunt for more foreign investment. A recent comment sums up the desperate 
situation; “I would weep if there were only£20m from this trip. I want hundreds of 
millions.” 



Much of this cautious approach, by the international community is due to the foreign 
companies who dis invested during 'the struggle'. They are now reluctant to return 
because of the legacy  of the strong trade union movement in South African factories. 
Even companies, who remained, like Land Rover; who have recently located to 
Pretoria and closed their base in Cape Town, find it cheaper to import kits foe 
assembly. 
 
The power of the trade unions, along with other measures, keeps other foreign 
investors away. These being France, Germany and the USA. 
 
One success to mention is the manufacture of the Freeplay Clock Radio. Funded to the 
tune of £350, 000 by the British Overseas Development Office in London. This 
invention, by T Bayliss, also has local financial help from Liberty Life Insurance 
Company. Production expectations; for 1995 are 250, 000 units. Production profits of 
£1.4m / R 50m. The 150 employees, many with disabilities, have had no reason to 
interrupt production. 
 
Leader Comment What Must They Think Of Us The South African view of Britain's 
problems - “a strange, troubled and even savage country.” 
 
Named as the official biographer of Nelson Mandela the South African president, 
Anthony Sampson argues that he has taken the moral issue of democracy to the heart 
of his politics, it is time for the international business community to back the country 
with an investment programme. 
 
The likely nest president, Thabo Mbeki, is secretive over his, and his families 
associations. The deputy presidents wife, Zanlee of 23 years, is unhelpful to 
journalists enquiries about her association with an organisation named Women 's 
Development Bank, where she was was a former president. The aim of the bank is to 
'channel donor funding to local projects. 
 
The deputy president himself is a shadowy figure who, whilst declaring himself not to 
be an Africanists hosts a shadow cabinet, which meets monthly. Of the 24 members 
all but three are black. 
 
Cartoon Long Walk to Freedom : Short Walk to Mayhem : South Africa; Northern 
Island – Independent on Sunday -  
 
Mon 15 
 
Letter   [1] Professor J Rex, University of Warwick CV4 7AL due to the 
limited funding promised to the Pretoria government, during the recent state visit, is it 
not time that a group like the Anti Apartheid Movement was used to encourage the 
business community to invest in South Africa. 
 
  [2] 123 Taplow, Adelaide Road, London NW3 3MU a call to 
acknowledge the role of the exiled musician in highlighting the inequalities of the 
apartheid regime. 
 



Tues 16 
 
In a short time the Skeleton Coast of Namibia will be the scene  for the killing of a 
number of seals. Concerns grow over the size of the conlony, after the enforced 
starvation, an death, of 200, 000 in 1994 due to the loo of fish stocks due to an influx 
of warmer water off the coast. 
 
According to B Oelofsen, the director of fish resources and management, the 
operation will be more a harvest than a cull. 
 
Botswana has voiced concern over the role of the population who live in the desert 
regions throughout southern Africa, and their role in the modern world. Whatever they 
call themselves; the San of Bushmen, the government see problems ahead. 
 
In Botswana, where 1,000 Bushmen live on a reserve, Xade on the fringes of the 
Kalahari desert, moves are being made to fiind a role for them in the modern world. 
They are being encouraged to find work as trackers in the game reserves or teach 
desert lore to tourists. 
 
Wed 17 
 
A 15/7 attack on the headquarters of the ANC' s Shell House in the centre of 
Johannesburg, in which a grenade damaged the front door of the building, was linked  
by the movements secretary general to an attack in 1994 on the same building in 
which 8 people died. 
 
In this recent attack witnesses said that a black man was seen to leave the scene in a 
vehicle with 2 accomplices. This, says C Carouls, was direct action to hinder the 
ongoing investigation  into the theory of collusion between the security forces and 
Inkatha. 
 
Sat 20 
 
Former police captain, D Coetzee aged 51 (qv), a self confessed member of an 1980's 
hit squad surrendered himself to police. He has admitted being involved in the Durban 
based, and ANC activist lawyer G Mxenge in 1989. 
 
Mr Coetzee was freed on bail of £150 / R 1000, without any charges being put to him. 
In the dock of the Pretoria court, with him were two former colleges. A former police 
sergeant, A Nfloma, had already admitted to the killing in 1989. 
 
Sat 21 
 
Business day done; the 4. 30pm rush to leave the commercial centre of Johannesburg 
reaches a climax as whites head home to the affluent suburbs of Sandeton and its like. 
City officials, are so worried by the exodus, have sent people overseas to study urban 
development in the cities of the USA and Britain. 
 



Most of suburban dwellers fears are rounded on the rising crime rate in the city centre; 
be it mugging or murder. Such is the prevalence of these that Johannesburg has gained 
the accolade of being the most lawless metropolis outside a war zone. 
 
At base level most of the majority of the population are intensely superstitious and 
forthcoming government legislation will see these theories challenged on the rights of 
women to have abortions and the protection in law on the rights of homosexuals. 
 
The Termination of Pregnancy Bill is expected to become law in 9/96 and has divided 
the ANC in parliament and also at grass route level. The bill will allow terminations 
'on demand' for a foetus up to 12 weeks old. In exceptional circumstances it may be 
aborted at 20 weeks; but only after certification of a doctor or midwife. 
 
Parental authority is not needed from the mother. It will be an offence to try and 
prevent this type of operation. There is also provision for those who object in assisting 
in this procedure on religious beliefs or because of their consciousness not to be 
present. 
 
The 9/96 vote is under s 3 line whip as its feared that the legislation could be lost in a 
free vote if it were allowed. 
 
Gay Rights are protected by a clause in the Bill of Rights which outlaws 
discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation. The military will now have to 
employ gays treating them like any other enlisted person; in promotion choice of 
speciality etc. The department will have to run a monitoring system to ensure that 
there is no discrimination. 
 
Support for the legislation, has come from all the other political parties except the two 
members of a party formed in 1994 (qv 14/1).  The African Christian Democratic 
Party, seen as a pawn of the security forces, is playing on the belief that the traditional 
African was conservative in his politics. 
 
Mon 22 
 
The principal guest at Nelson Mandela' s recent 78th birthday celebrations was the pop 
icon Michael Jackson, who is on a six day tour of the country. Later, at a no singing 
press call in Sun City, the American promised to return in 1/97 for a 3 date concert 
tour. 
 
Thurs 25 
 
Atlanta Olympic Games; Day 6, medal tally-  Gold and 1 Bronze medal. 
 
Fri 26 
 
Lawyers acting for the Federation of Victims of Apartheid (qv 10/5) have lost their 
claim that the killer of Steve Biko, and other anti apartheid activists, killed by the 
'state' should not receive a pardon for their crimes from the Truth Commission if they 
make a confession of guilt before it. 



Judge I Mohamed said that the court was unanimous in its judgement that the 
constitutional negotiations must put reconciliation before revenge. 
 
Sat 27 
 
President Nelson Mandela of South Africa said yesterday he had fired an outspoken 
deputy minister, Bantu Holomasia, who accused a cabinet colleague of having taken a 
bribe.  - Reuters -  
 
Sun 28 
 
The king of Swaziland, acceded to pressure of an early 1996 general strike (qv 27/1), 
and the opinions of other regional leaders, and made moves towards democracy. King 
Maswatti The Third told a large gathering of the population that a new committee will 
be formed; consisting of 'notables' that will devise a new constitution. 
 
The monarch also appointed a new prime minister; the former foreign minister S B 
Dalami. This decision did not go down well with some sections of the audience as 
there had been no democratic vote as to the popular nature of the choice. 
 
An education pack, for the BBC series Cecil Rhodes (qv 27/3), will show the founder 
of modern South Africa as 'not a good man for Africa.' The series notes also offers a 
different perspective from Europe and Africa about the Rhodes legacy of Empire. 
 
Things I Have Learned 
 
Virgin Airlines, owned by Richard Branson, have been awarded a landing slot at Jan 
Smutts Airport in Johannesburg from 10/96. This decision is likely to force a price 
war between the major airlines flying from London. 
 
In the first venture of its type the United States military is offering training to foreign 
governments. In this case it involves a small unit of the Third Airborne Group, special 
forces, working from a base at Boane, 18 miles west from Maputo the capital of 
Mozambique. - Washington Post, 4/7 -  
 
At the end of the Olympic Games, in Atlanta USA, the tally of medals won by the 
South African team was 3 Gold 1 Silver and 1 Bronze medal.  
 
The last gold medal was won by J Thugwene, aged 25, a security officer at a gold 
mine near Bethelin East Transvaal. The former soccer player won the marathon in a 
time of 2. 12. 44. - Philadelphia Inquirer 5/7 -  
 
 



 
 

AUGUST 1996 
 

 
Thurs 8 
 
A move believed, by many to be a group of fundamentalist Shi'ite Muslim’s; People 
Against Gangsters and Drugs, has forced a confrontation between the gang leaders and 
anti - drug campaigners in the townships around Cape Town. 
 
During a recent demonstration, the leader of one such gang; R Staggie see SA Tape 44  
‘Beloved Country; The Cape of Fear, 31.3. 94,  was killed as he was driving towards 
his home which was surrounded by demonstrators. 
 
The co leader of Pagod, with his brother Rashid, of the Hard Living gang, survived an 
initial point blank gunshot to the head but died when he was set alight in his vehicle. 
 
The anger of Pagad had not been nullified by promises made by G Fivas, L Wessels; 
the Police Commissioner for the Cape or the Minister of Justice D Omar. 
 
Sat 10 
 
In an assumed kidnapping three tourists, British? have been abducted from a minibus 
en route from Johannesburg airport to the city centre. The minibus driver, P 
Mankekane 42,  said the the were taken as the vehicle stopped at a traffic light. There 
they were confronted by five men who he thought were of Zulu origin. The bus was 
later found abandoned in Alexandria township. 
 
There are renewed fears that this high profile crime will harm the countries desperate 
need for foreign investment, from the overseas tourist industry and the business 
communities. Police inability to protect, even its own property are well documented - 
the police owned facsimile machines have all been stolen. 
 
Sun 11 
 
The group People Against Gangsters and Drugs (qv 8/8) bases its origins around the 
Inman A Cassien, who leads the organisation Qibla, direction, which was formed in 
the early 1980’s. The function of Qibla is to promote Muslim unity and law in Cape 
Province. Later the apartheid conditions made conditions difficult and many followers 
fled to Harare. Allied loosely with the PAC and Iran; some say with Libya also. 
 
The leader at the recent demonstration, in which R Staggie (qv) was killed, M A ‘the 
Phantom’ Parker, who is hiding in a safe house with a gunshot wound to the chest, 
said that as numerous warnings to the dealers and gangsters had been ignored a ‘holy 
war’ would be called. The jihad would try and stem the action of the criminals, as they 
were now spreading out of the townships into the white suburbs of Seapoint, the 
Staggie brothers run brothels here, Constantain and Newlands. 
 



Lord Spencer, who has recently moved his family to Cape Town, is to defend a claim 
in the Supreme Court made by a local businessman, D Collopy, that he destroyed his 
marriage to Chantal aged 37. The English aristocrat is being sued for £22,000 under a 
South African law that allows claims that bring about “alienation of affection.” 
 
There never was a kidnap in Johannesburg (qv 10/8). The story was invented by the 
minibus driver to cover the loss of the vehicle, as he was using it as a taxi without the 
owners permission. 
 
Mon 12 
 
The sacking of B Holomasie (qv 27/7) from the cabinet, he also faces expulsion from 
the ANC on 14/8,  is linked to a cash gift from the casino king Sol Kersner (qv). The 
gift of £285,000 / R 2m, has been acknowledged by the president as been given before 
the 1994 election. 
 
The former cabinet minister has alleged that the gift had been paid to the former 
government of the Transkei to secure the gambling rights in the former ‘homeland,’ in 
1989. 
 
At the forthcoming disciplinary hearing the president of the former homeland will 
defend charges that he has brought the ANC into disrepute, as he has accused a fellow 
cabinet member, S Sigcau, of accepting R50,000 of the ‘gift’. He has also accused the 
deputy president, Thabo Mbeki, of taking money from Mr Kersner to pay for his 50th 
birthday celebrations. 
 
Pagad demonstrators have clashed with police and troops in Cape Town. The 
continuing demonstrations, in which there were 9 arrests and 2 injured, was an 
ongoing action against the criminally active gangs in the townships. 
 
Wed 14 
 
Following the killing  of R Staggie (qv) police have made an arrest. The man arrested, 
N Edries, is one of the three co - ordinators of Pagad. Charged with sedition, and 
possibly a charge of murder. On hearing of his court appearance 350 supporters 
marched on the Cape Town court house, and pledged to return on 16/8, when he 
makes his next appearance. Further police raids failed to locate the other two leaders 
of the movement, A Paker or F Jafen. 
 
Despite an increase in dollar profits, 18%, 6 months to 7/96, De Beers who control the 
CSO, are in difficulty. The Central Selling Organisation (qv), responsible for the 
release of much of the world diamond production, are having to cope with company 
walkouts and the sale of ‘illegal’ diamonds. The Argyle diamond mine, in Australia, 
has withdraw from the CSO because it felt that De Beers were not finding a market 
for the type of stone that this mine produced. Leakage from the mines in Russia, the 
second largest producer, £41.3m / $62m ’93/’94 average.$12m 3,4/’96. 7/96 leakage’s 
rose to approximately $50m. 
 
 



Fri 16 
 
As the legal battle, by the adoptive mother of Child P (qv 6/3) reaches the House of 
Lords, it has emerged that he, S Mahlangu, is not happy in rural South Africa. After 
flying to Johannesburg with his parents it is now said that he would like to come to 
England to finish his education. The child’s father, Charles, is happy for him to do this 
but is adamant that he should not be adopted by Mrs Stopford. 
 
As the acknowledged leader of Qibla;  founded in 1979, A Cassim, had predicted that 
by the year 2000 South Africa would be a Muslim state. This is unlikely as this group 
make up only 2% of the population. He denies that Pagad is front organisation for 
Muslim fundamentalists. 
 
A second grouping, led by Cassim, The Islamic Unity Convention, represents the 
interests of 250 Muslim groups, and with a radio station on Cape Flats, this is the 
current area of tension with the criminals gangs. It is well placed to spread the words 
of the Koran. 
 
Unsourced threats to the Justice and Police Ministers, D Omar and S Mufamadi, have 
forced them, and their families, to flee to a ‘safe house’ following threats against 
them. The threats, possibly from Pagad, were made because of police inability to 
control the criminal activities in the area. 
 
The Rand’s value against the US $ is 4.56, a fall of 25% since 2/96. Experts say this is 
due to importers buying dollars to cover payment for future delivery of goods.  
 
Wed 21 
 
Arthur Chaskalasan, the president of South Africa’s highest court, was robbed in his 
Johannesburg home on Monday night police said yesterday. His watch and wallet, a 
stereo and video were taken. Intruders drove off in a car. - AP -  
 
Thurs 22 
 
In his oral submission, to the Truth Commission, former president F W de Klerk again 
apologised for the sins of apartheid committed by the National Party. At the same time 
he distanced himself from any knowledge of wrongdoing, by the security forces, 
during this period. 
 
The 90 minute statement was to put the years of Afrikaner dominance down to the 
role of history. He invoked the struggle of the Afrikaner people in the Boer War, 
where 20,000 women died in the British concentration camps. Also the 1930’s 
depression was used as a contributory factor as many people fled from the land into 
the cities - and creating mass poverty and overcrowding. 
 
Cartoon De Klerk's apology to the Truth Commission  
 
 
 



Fri 23 
 
At the end of a statement, from the executive of the ANC made on 18/8, came the 
words that the people feared; the Mandela era is to be shorter than already known. In 
fact Gandhi’s successor, according to the visiting Dalai Lama, on an official visit, 
would not be offering himself as a candidate for the presidency of the movement at 
the 12/97 congress; to be held in the Orange Free state town of Parys. This will lead to 
a new president being in power within the first few months of 1998. 
 
South Africa’s ruling African National Congress apologised yesterday for having 
killed civilians in the apartheid war but said its cause against whites who regarded 
black people as ‘sub human,’had been just. The deputy president Thabo Mbeki said 
ANC guerrillas had orders to avoid harming civilians, but some civilians had been 
caught in ‘the cross fire.’ He said he was referring to attacks, such as the 1988 car 
bomb which killed white civilians at a Durban seaside bar. In a 300 page submission  
the ANC lists 34 of its guerrillas executed by its military tribunal at an external base 
in Angola. - Agencies - 
 
Leader Comment - Times Present, Times Past  rival presentations by the National 
Party and the ANC result in a chance to discuss recent history at a serious level of 
morality.  
 
Was apartheid a sincere though ‘mistaken attempt’ to restructure South Africa on the 
lines of separate development - aka the 10 ‘homelands’ - [De Klerk]. or as the deputy 
president made clear actions were committed in the cause of a ‘just war.’ 
 
As long ago as 1961 the ANC had decided a policy of terror against the state. As the 
state apparatus was run by the minority population, there would be casualties, even 
deaths. 
 
In arguing that apartheid was about ‘separate development,’ former president F W de 
Klerk, war hiding the fact that an earlier incumbent - H Verwoed, talking about the 
retention of privilege for white South Africans said “we must remain the masters.” 
 
F W de Klerk ’s arguments are ‘disingenuous.’ His claims of not knowing about 
‘unconventional strategies defies belief’. 
 
Sat 24 
 
Virgin Airways, the 3 - Upper, Premier and Economy - class travel to Johannesburg. 
The details for departure from 2/10. 
 
Sun 25 
 
The skull, located in Scotland, said to be that of the Xhosa king Hintas (qv 2/96), is 
not. After forensic examination the skull is said to be that of a white middle aged 
European woman. 
 



The fortune of Renamo, the so near victor in the 1994 general election in 
Mozambique, could be on the up and up. With a strong base in the coastal port of 
Beira and the northern provinces the party is expected to put in a strong challenge for 
local power, in the forthcoming municipal elections; expected in 1998. 
 
Frelimo are loosing support as they are seen, by many, to be open to corruption. Also 
the people hate the north of the country and the capital Maputo. 
 
Reflections on the work of the Truth Commission, following the submissions from F 
W de Klerk (qv 22/8) and the ANC. 
 
Tues 27 
 
After a lengthy trial Eugene de Koch (qv), a former police colonel, has been found 
guilty on a number of counts of murder. Of the 121 charges of murder he faces, by the 
end of the day there had only been time for the judge to read out 5 guilty verdicts. 
 
His plea to the Truth Commission, for amnesty, was rejected on the grounds that 
being found guilty of ‘crimes against human rights’ it was not within there scope to 
grant such a wish. 
 
Wed 28 
 
Angola’s former rebel movement Unita yesterday rejected the offer of a vice 
presidential post in the proposed unity government made to its leader Jonas Savimbi. 
 
Angola’s president, J E dos Santos made the offer after he and Mr Savimbi signed a 
peace accord in 1994 intended to end 20 years of civil war - Reuters -  
 
Thurs 29 
 
The final count of guilty verdicts against the former police general E de Koch (qv 
27/8) was 89; ranging from fraud to 6 counts of murder. The court will announce 
sentence on 16/9 after listening to after any mitigating circumstances pleaded by the 
defence. Lawyers will try and influence the severity of the sentence by citing that their 
client was suffering from diminished responsibility and post traumatic stress 
syndrome; after his military service in Zimbabwe and Namibia. 
 
The Truth Commission is to supeona J Merwe, a former Commissioner of the police, 
and other police generals from the era of PW Botha to appear before them. It is also to 
invite the public to submit questions to be used when the party leaders appear before 
them. 
 
As much of the ‘dirty war’ was conducted during the presidency of P W Botha, who 
has rejected a call from the National Party to come to it’s defence, and remains 
sulking at his home on the coast  is the only way a true picture of events, during this 
time, can be formed. 
 
 



Sat 31 
 
South Africa’s ruling African National Congress yesterday expelled B Holomasia (qv) 
from the party for having accused senior colleges of corruption. The former deputy 
minister of environmental affairs and tourism stormed out of the disciplinary hearing 
in Johannesburg before the charges had been read out calling it a “kangaroo court.” 
The committee said he had shown the party “no respect whatsoever.” He said he will 
appeal to the ANC national executive. - Reuters [adb]  -  



 
 

SEPTEMBER 1996 
 

 
Sun 1 
 
In the search for an Afrikaner homeland the Freedom Front (qv) has identified areas of 
South Africa that would be acceptable. Contantine Vilejoen (qv), the movements 
leader, has said that a barren area in the north west of the country; with access to the 
Atlantic ocean, a part of the city of Pretoria and Mpumulanga in the east of the 
country would be good sites for the ‘Volkstatt.’ 
 
It has been confirmed, by the Johannesburg Sunday Independent, that the long held 
rumours, since 1995 that Mr Mandela (qv 3/9), has found a true loving relationship 
with the widow of the former president of Mozambique. Although Grace Machel, 50, 
and he have decided not to marry the former wife of Samora Machel will be at his side 
for two weeks every month. Grace, widowed in 1986, will continue her work with the 
United Nations Children’s Fund in Pretoria. 
 
Tues 3 
 
In a move, that it is hoped will persuade the Mandela government to relinquish all 
links to Taiwan, made strong during the apartheid years, the Chimes government is 
willing to invest £11bn to create a ‘Dragon City ‘ complex of 500 factories. The 
complex would be located near Potchefstroon and create 500,000 local jobs and the 
immigration of 50,000 Chinese workers. 
 
In response the government of Taiwan have sent a trade delegation, with a vice 
president to lead it. They offer an investment of $780m for a new petro chemical 
industry. This would increase the number of jobs created, from the 65,000, that have 
already been created thanks to earlier investment. 
 
Sat 7 
 
Discussions varying aspects of the final draft of the multi racial constitution will have 
to begin again, as the Constitutional Court has rejected a number of the clauses in the 
draft document. Issues in dispute are the powers that the regions will have, union 
rights (qv 26/4) and the independence of government watchdogs. The Court now has 
90 days of further discussions to make new proposals. 
 
The regional powers, it rejected, were brought on after considering a document from 
Inkatha that the Court said amounted to a plan for KwaZulu Natal to thin itself was a 
sovereign state. 
 
By re opening constitutional discussions in the assembly president Mandela is aware 
that it could tamper with some of the clauses that have already been agreed. This is 
despite the fact that areas for discussion have been strictly defined. A spokesman for 
the National Party said that they were not prepared to re fight old battles. 



Tues 10 
 
The march on the Ciski capital, Bisho, by supporters of the ANC in 1992 (qv 13/9)  
which led to deaths of 29 and scores injured was a trap set by the government of the 
former homeland, with the help of the de Klerk regime. 
 
Giving evidence to the Truth Commission Cyril Ramaphosa, a former secretary 
general, said that the border fence had been deliberately cut, allowing ANC marchers 
to surge through. across the guns of the homeland army. He added that “Gqozo would 
have not had the courage to do what he did otherwise.” 
 
Cadets from the British army, members of the Royal Regiment of Wales, are back at 
the site of the battle of Rorke’s Drift confrontation with the Zulu nation in 1879. This 
time they are there to build a village hall for the descendants of the Zulu nation who 
failed to capture a defended position. 
 
Thurs 12 
 
Faced with a steep increase in local council rates the residents of Sandton, a suburb of 
Johannesburg, are threatening to adopt a policy that was used by township residents 
during the liberation struggle. 
 
Those living in this affluent suburb, which is situated across the road from Alexandria 
township, are prepares to withhold charges levied on services; gas, water and 
electricity, because the multi racial council has announced a three fold increase. The 
councils response, to any non payers, would be to cut off services; as was done to 
township non payers during the de Klerk era. 
 
A spokesman for the Sandton Ratepayers Association said the proposed increase was 
not justified as residents were happy to forgo the pleasures of street lighting, home 
postal delivery and to use there vehicles rather than public transport. 
 
Leader Comment, Rhodes and the decent into evil the overview “ a shallow patriot 
who did more than any other Englishman to lower the reputation of the British 
empire” - Guardian 27.3 02. 0r “invoked slaughter, violated justice and ruined 
republics - G K Chesterton. 
 
As to the current drama (qv 28/7) “we must wait and see whether Rhodes is more than 
a rattling good tale. 
 
Cecil Rhodes, a personal view, P Gordan, author, Mukiwa - a White Boy in Africa 
published by Picador. 
 
Sun 15 
 
Pretoria, the countries second city; home to many symbols of the former apartheid 
regime, is pushing itself forward as the site of the unified capital. Moving to the city 
would be the parliament, from the present site in Cape Town, along with the 
administrative and legislative branches of the government. 



Tues 17 
 
Mr Mandela 's open relationship (qv 1/9) with Grace Machel, which has not yet been 
formalised into marriage, seems to be because the widow of the former president of 
Mozambique does not want to marry the president of South Africa. 
 
This decision does not preclude an eventual ceremony as it is already known that 
Nelson Mandela is to stand down as president of the ANC (qv 23/8) and that he will 
not stand for the role of president in the next general election. 
 
The convicted killer E de Koch (qv 27/8) in the Pretoria supreme court has been 
giving more details of his covert operations, and naming those in politics who 
sanctioned them, during ‘the struggle.’ Cases mentioned include the deaths of 10 
ANC supporters killed in Lesotho in 1985. Also detailed was his work in Namibia and 
earlier detachment in Rhodesia during their futile struggle against the liberation 
forces. 
 
Wed 18 
 
During a second day of evidence to the Pretoria Supreme Court Colonel E de Koch 
(qv) he has given further accounts of his exploits as the countries leading exponent of 
the ‘dirty war.’ 
 
He was detained, in London for 5 hours at the time of the 1981 bomb attack on the 
offices of the ANC, along with spy master Craig Williamson (qv 19/2). A second 
notable case was the bombing of the Johannesburg offices of Cosatu in 1987 (qv 8/5) 
Questioning his immediate superior officer, Brigadier W Schoon, about the origin go 
the orders he was told that they came from the highest authority; the president. 
 
Thurs 19 
 
Two of the countries top judges, one with the support of the president, are rivals for 
the post of Chief Justice. H van Heerden, more senior than his rival I Mahomed, has 
the support of all but one of the eighteen judges that comprise the Appellate division. 
 
Presidential support, for the first black silk at the South African Bar, is seen as a 
natural reward for help in writing constitutional case law for the emerging multi racial 
country. At the time he was chief justice in Namibia, after having a difficult time 
establishing himself on the Johannesburg legal circuit. 
 
The final choice is the presidents, after consultation with the cabinet and the Judicial 
Services Commission. Whoever is successful, a reminder of the apartheid years or a 
black man, will point the way forward in the coming years. 
 
Sat 21 
 
The development of a new steel plant in Cape Town has been put in jeopardy as the 
European Union Commission has turned down an application for a grant of £48m. 



The refusal was based on the amount of steel produced already world wide; excessive. 
Further production would see a fall in world prices. 
 
The European Investment Bank, mandated with £240m for loans to South Africa in 
1995/6, could still approve the application. Critics of any loan would say that the 
country is not a ‘third world’ country or that the grant would break the European 
Union’s policy of making such grants if there in a cut in output capacity and jobs. 
 
Sun 22 
 
Knowing that tourism brings ‘big money’ from the overseas visitor, German French or 
from the USA, who photograph or collect animal trophies; where rhino heads can cost  
$30,000. The African Development Bank is joining in a project to rehabilitate 
Gorongoza National Park, in the north west of the country. This is a joint venture with 
the governments of South Africa and Mozambique. Eventually the park will sweep 
down from the heights of the Gorongoza mountains, see SA Tape 40, and across the 
border to the Indian Ocean. 
 
The game industry could be an even larger money spinner, than it is now, as there is a 
surge the entrepreneurial spirit to build huge game parks such as the Phinda game 
park in Kwa Zulu Natal, which is funded by Conservation Corporation Africa. This 
outfit is financed by Hambros Bank and and the wealthy American family; the Getty' 
s. It covers 50,000 hectares and is managed by L Carslile. Expectations are that some 
of the annual 5,000 overseas tourists will spend some of the £14m in this park. 
 
During the liberation struggle as well as the acknowledged £20m given by the 
Norwegian government other cash was finding its way to the families of those jailed 
for their activities. A diplomat would hand the money, gathered by members of the 
Church of Norway, would be handed over to Durbab based businessmen in Cape 
Town, who would us the Church of Norway 's local offices to launder the rand 's into 
sterling. 
 
For further details see Mandela ’s Land by Tomm Kristiansen published 27/9 
 
Mon 23 
 
Pass Notes this date 1876, the nature of the Boers brutal and domineering as they 
push from the Transvaal Republic north and east into native country. 
 
Fri 27 
 
During the continuing trial of Colonel E de Koch (qv) evidence has been offered, in 
mitigation, that implicates the self confessed killer in the death of a former prime 
minister of Sweden. 
 
Olaf Palmer, a strong opponent of the apartheid regime was assassinated in 1986 on 
the streets of Stockholm, by members of the security forces of which de Koch was a 
member. The evidence given says that the killing was part of the on going ‘Operation 
Long Reach, formulated by spy master Craig Williamson (qv). 



Also revealed were payments, of £100,000, to a member of the British security forces 
who was on the brink of naming the South Africans as being behind the bombing of 
the ANC ’s London office. 
 
Mon 30 
 
The Sunday Independent newspaper in Johannesburg reported yesterday that the man 
who assassinated Swedish prime minister Olof Palme, in 1986 is Anthony White, a 
former Rhodesian soldier linked to South African security officials. - AP -  
 
Leaders from South Africa’s two main rival black parties made a rare joint appearance 
at a rally in the troubled KwaZulu Natal province yesterday, urging an end to 
bloodshed between the two groups. 
 
The call was issued by the leader of Inkatha,M Buthelezie,and the chairman of the 
ANC, Jacob Zuma, at a ceremony in Stanger on the Indian Ocean coast north of 
Durban. 
 
About 15,000 people have been killed in the province in the last 10 years in fighting 
fuelled by rivalry. - Reuters -  



 
 

OCTOBER 1996 
 

 
Wed 2 
 
The government yesterday imposed further restrictions on the carrying of ‘traditional 
weapons’ in the country. They have extended the ban, imposed since 3/96 in KwaZulu 
Natal, throughout the country of carrying guns at public meetings. 
 
The Central Selling Organisation (qv 14/8) has seen one of its members - Australia - 
leave to pursue its own way in marketing its own diamonds. The cartel is in danger of 
loosing its grip on sales  as other countries fight the monopolistic strictures of the 
Organisation envisaged by Cecil Rhodes (qv) at the time of his exploiting the newly 
discovered wealth to be found in the diamond fields. 
 
The emerging independence of producers in Russia, the world’s No2 diamond 
producer, along with the world’s No3; some say the No2  producer; Angola all give 
the Organisation, reformed by De Beers, during the 1920’s cause for concern. 
  
Thurs 3 
 
A white, named as the person who killed O Palme (qv 30/9), is wanted for questioning 
by the Zimbabwean authorities over the deaths of two game wardens in 1987. The 
former Rhodesian soldier denies any responsibility for the death of the former 
Swedish prime minister. 
 
Following the example of some, who are opposed to the changes since the 1994 
elections, who have emigrated to Mozambique (qv 4/4) dissatisfied Afrikaners have 
moved from drought stricken Transvaal to an area of the under developed Congo. 
 
Sixteen families have moved to an area of potentially fertile land on the banks of the 
River Nkayi, which is 190 miles from Brazzaville the Congolese capital. 
 
Fri 4 
 
Southern African Development Community leaders, meeting in the Angola capital 
Luanda, were impeded in their mission to assist in solving the political crisis that grips 
the country as one of the main players was missing. 
 
Jonas Savimbi, the leader of Unita, was absent from the session. Whether this was a 
political move in his effort to become the president in the divided country or just a 
snub to the other leaders is unknown. Whatever the cause he does no favours to 
Angola - potentially one of the richest countries in the area. - gist of a Times leader - 
 
Adrian Vlok, the former police minister, will become the first member of an apartheid  
era cabinet to be forced to testify before Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission on human rights abuses.  - Reuters adb  - 



Sat 5 
 
Sweeping fires in the Kruger National Park have spoilt the expectations of tourists on 
wild life safaris. Despite the destruction, as nature will, the grasslands soon regenerate 
themselves. 
 
The two candidates for the top job in the Appellant Division (qv 19/9) are now 
appearing before the Judicial Services Committee to argue their case  Although the 
JSC has the final say they face the prospect of being overruled by the president if they 
name the wrong man; Justice Mohammed. 
 
South Africa has 176 judges. Of these 16 are black and only 7 are female. 
 
Stereotypes within South Africa still have there way in areas of the country, right 
wingers boycott multi racial hospital, leading to the death of a women. A programme 
to combat this endemic practise has been formulated. 
 
All institutions, public and private, will face a racism audit, which will have the same 
legal status as a financial examination. Complaints will be investigated by a statutory 
body. There will be a public barometer to show the level of racism throughout the 
country. 
 
Sun 6 
 
As created the Northern Province, which encompasses the former ‘homelands’ of 
Vendu and Gazankula, has been left in limbo since the civil servants have all fled to 
the new capital; Pietersburg. The once thriving businesses in Thohoyandou, the home 
of Vendu’s civic administration, are in rapid decline. 
 
Since the multi party elections the town council, dominated by 27 members of the 
African National Congress, has been starved of funding. This inability to fund a rural 
plan gives little hope of attracting a large employer to the area therefore providing 
jobs for the unemployed. 
 
With the revaluation, by Colonel de Koch (qv 27/9) about the assassination of the 
Swedish prime minister Olaf Palme, the race is on,  on the one hand to uncover the 
killer; who faces a life in prison, and on the other to pass the blame from those named 
by the ‘Prince of Evil,’ as the former military officer is now known. 
 
The exploits of Paul Erasmus* who, according to an officer in the South African 
Police had a ‘god given mission to destroy the enemies of his beloved country. He 
served 13 years in the Security Branch of the SAP from 1979. 
 
During that time he saw service in Ovamboland, Namibia 1981, Pretoria 1984. 
Johannesburg 1990 and Mossel Bay in 1994.  
 
* He was mentioned by Judge Goldstone, when presenting his official report in 1994 (qv 19/3) with this 
acknowledgement of his disclosures ; 
 



“We would like to draw attention to the fact that Erasmus has opened only one 
window into the frightening operation of the security police in South Africa. There 
involvement in violence and political intimidation’s pervasive and touches directly, or 
indirectly, every citizen in this country. The documents we have been given by one 
warrant officer can be but a tiny sample of the whole. 
 
Tues 8 
 
The Zulu Chief Mangosuthu Buthelelezi’s Inkatha Freedom Party pulled out of South 
Africa’s constitutional negotiations yesterday, dashing hopes of a national consensus 
on the blueprint for post apartheid rule 
 
“It does not look as if there is any prospect of all party agreement on a constitutional 
text, so there was no point in our continued participation,” said Inkatha’s chief 
negotiator , Walter Felgate (qv). 
 
A draft constitution was adopted (qv 9/5) without the support of Inkatha, who rule 
KwaZulu Natal Province, but was sent back by the constitutional court (qv 7/9) for 
refinement. - Reuters - 
 
Thurs 10 
 
The car crime unit of the Johannesburg police put 11 suspects up for identification by 
members of the public who have had their vehicle stolen recently Since this 
specialised  unit was formed one month ago there has been 400 cases of suspected car 
hijack reported. 
 
News item, six of those accused accused of conspiracy to murder with the former 
Defence Minister General Malan (qv) have been released on the orders of the judge. 
On the eve of what is expected to be the last day of the trial the judge criticised the use 
of two prosecution witnesses - calling there evidence unreliable. - Radio 2 News 4pm -  
 
Fri 11 
 
Having ordered the release of six of the co - accused, in the Malan trial (qv 10/10), 
Judge J Hugo has named the defence witnesses that brought doubt on any possible 
conviction of the six. 
 
Captain J P Opperman, who claimed to be the leader of the operation in KwaMashu 
on 21.1.87, was called a “lying witness,” and/or “unreliable.,” by the judge. Judge 
Hugo also noted that a second prosecution witness; A Cloete, a former military 
intelligence officer, along with a third witness were accomplices and were coached in 
there evidence. 
 
Sat 12 
 
As the six had been acquitted during the Malan trial (qv 11/10) so was the former 
defence minister and the rest of the accused. The intended victim, M Nautili, 
commented from the steps of the Durban courthouse  “South African laws have been 



like this, and it’s always going to be like this, murderers go free.” A statement from 
Mr Mandela accepted the findings of the court saying “ without confidence in the 
courts this society will degenerate into private vengeance and extra legal activities. 
 
The chairman of the Truth Commission, Desmond Tutu, summed up the verdict by 
implying that the judicial system was not always the best method to investigate 
misdeeds. The Truth Commission may undertake an investigation in which all those 
involved will be compelled to appear and give evidence. Persons not called during the 
trial, for example D Lethal the commander of the Capavari 200 the Inkatha members 
trained in secret in Angola would be summoned. 
 
Members of the Special Investigations Task Force, the Untouchables, who led the 
investigation because of there incorruptibility said “we must respect the findings,” but 
there long investigations were useful in setting out the methods and training of the hit 
squads in Natal province over a 10 year period. 
 
Leader Comment, Truth Remains Barred The bare details of the case, top generals 
involved, aid to Inkatha’s Intelligence unit and the killing of 13 in KwaMashu were al 
accepted by the presiding judge but he said that the evidence showed no tacit approval 
of the operation, by them, He called the operation “a frolic.” General Malan called the 
verdict “a victory for justice.” What a future for South African justice? 
 
This was a badly mishandled case, if the evidence was strong - as Mr Mandela said 
and the verdict was respected. The responsibility of those accused was not on trial but 
their complicity was. 
 
Giving evidence to the Truth Commission, and escaping prosecution, ends 12/96, 
leading the way for many successful prosecutions. Whites are more concerned with 
the crime today, rather than ‘yesterday’. The black majority will not be so happy if the 
judicial system cannot convict those responsible for apartheid 's crimes - “the future,as 
well as the past, is at stake”. 
 
Sun 13 
 
Members of the Truth Commission are within 24 hours of receiving a plea for 
amnesty from a number of former secret policemen. If amenity is granted they will tell 
all they know about the deaths of about 40 black activists during the apartheid years. 
 
One of the five officers, Brigadier J Cronjie, a former head of the Vlackplaas police 
training camp, is suspected of knowing the circumstances surrounding the deaths of 3 
ANC leaders in the eastern Cape in 1985. 
 
They are also expected to make available details of the death, in 1986, of F Riberio an 
ANC activist. His relatives, members of the pressure group the Federation of Victims 
of Apartheid (qv 10/5) have already failed in an attempt to prevent the Commission 
from granting any such request. 
 
Leader Comment - Rushed Justice is No Solution - “the best prosecution is one that 
works - and that may take time. Rushing ahead has proved a disaster; see General 



Malan’s aquittal disillusioning the black majority. South Africa’s white and black 
population alike know the truth ; there will be no peace until it is reflected in the 
courts. 
 
Mon 14 
 
Tony Blair, who began a 4 day visit on 11/10, was greeted by Mr Mandela in Cape 
Town and had a 40 minuet meeting with him. During his meeting with the President 
the Labour Party leader - here to speak at the Commonwealth Press Union - broached 
a goodwill tour by members of the English Premier League sides to compete on the 
soccer pitch with home teams. 
 
The next stop on the tour was a visit to the Health Clinic in Alexander township, on 
the outskirts of Johannesburg.  There then followed a high speed drive through the 
township, to the annoyance of the residents. 
 
Tues 15 
 
Letter,   A Campbell; press secretary to Tony Blair BHC Cape Town 
putting the record straight as to events, not even mentioned, during the time Mr Blair 
(qv 14/10) spent in South Africa. 
 
Fri 18 
 
Graca Machel and Nelson Mandela, on their first official engagement together (qv 
1/9), keep a discreet distance from each other as they come together on a lonely 
hillside on the Mozambique South African border.  
 
They were there to commemorate the death of Samora Machel in 1986 (qv 19/10). 
The president of he former Portuguese colony died in a plane crash; some say 
orchestrated by the former apartheid regime. Their reasoning is the support given by 
the newly liberated country to the liberation movement  across the border. President 
Mandela has vowed to uncover the truth about the death. 
 
Sun 20 
 
Despite winning the Rugby World Cup in 1995, the Sprinbok team and certain 
members of the administration are still showing racial tendencies that were thought to 
have been dead and buried. 
 
There is a clash of personalities, between Safru president L Luyt (qv) and the squad 
captain F Pienaar, who was dropped from an overseas tour, as he is seen to be a friend 
of the coloured players trying to gain experience and emulate their hero and represent 
South Africa. Another squad member, H Tromp, is welcomed even though he has a 
conviction for whipping a black teenager to death. 
 
This return to apartheid standards is borne out by B van Rooen, the vice president of 
the Transvaal Rugby Union, who says that since the two codes were unified five years 
ago there is still no development programme or money invested in black players. 



The descendent 's  of the indigenous peoples from the Cape Town area, who number 
20, 000, are to take on the might of the government and the British crown, as well as 
the diamond conglomerate De Beers. 
 
The Griqua people were used by the British colonists in the 18th century as little more 
than slaves. As the Cape colony expanded north and east; into what is today the 
Orange Free state and KwaZulu Natal, the Griqua cleared the land and acted as 
servants. 
 
Leader of the struggle, C le Fleur, chairman of the National Council, and W Wilen, 
claim their ancestors faced abuse;physical and mental. For this the people claim 
£1.4bn in compensation. Their second claim, against De Beers, claims £1.2bn in 
respect of non payment of 6% royalties of mined stones that was said to have been 
written into the contract. 
 
In its defence the Pretoria government, on the one hand, says that as any agreements 
were reached before the 1913 Land Act claims for compensation are null and void. To 
allow such an action would open the administration to similar calls from at least 9 
other ethnic groups. The response of the British crown, through the High 
Commission, and de Beers has been one of caution and a wait for clarification. 
 
Tues 22 
 
Testifying before a sub committee of the Truth Commission, in support of 5 former 
policemen (qv 13/10) in an amnesty plea, General J Merwe told how he had received 
orders to bomb the headquarters of the South African Council of Churches in 
Johannesburg. Kosatu House was destroyed in 1988. His orders came directly from 
Adrian Vlok, with the personal knowledge of P W Botha the then president. 
 
The sub committee hearings were to decide what evidence the full commission could 
hear. The proceedings opened with a disagreement between legal experts on what 
could be heard. The point at issue was what degree of evidence could be disclosed, 
that would not prejudice any forthcoming trials; if amnesty was refused. Part of the 
argument was the validity of the statement given by de Klerk (qv 22/8) to the 
commission as to his knowledge of these activities. 
 
Thurs 24 
 
South Africa's first black chief justice of the Appellant Division (qv 19/9) has been 
confirmed yesterday by the president. The Judicial Services Commission is believed 
to have voted 15 : 1 in favour of Mr Justice Mohammed to succeed chief justice 
Michael Corbett, who retires in 1997. 
 
Sat 26 
 
“The appointment of Judge Ismail Mohammed as Chief Justice is an example of 
affirmative action with which one could not reasonably quarrel. The appointment of a 
black chief justice was an important step in legitimising a judicial system historically 



identified in black minds with white rule.” - Business Day Johannesburg: Them and US, 
This Week GDN -  
 
South Africa 's President Mandela received an honorary doctorate from an institution  
that was a training ground for apartheid 's leaders. The University Stellenboch, the 
cultural centre of Afrikaners, said the honour was in recognition of Mandela 's 
awareness of their concerns about the future of the language.  
 
Mandela said the degree was testimony that South Africans were breaking down past 
divisions and building a united, culturally nation. - People Column: YEP -  
 
Thurs 31 
 
Colonel Eugene de Koch (qv) already convicted of six murders, to charges of 
conspiracy to murder and eight lesser charges, has been sentenced in the Pretoria 
supreme court. Judge W van de Merwe told the apartheid regimes assassin, known by 
his colleges as 'Prime Evil' that he would serve 212 years and two life sentences in 
jail. 
 
The chairman of the Truth Commission indicated  that he may be eligible to a reduced  
sentence if he named his boss. Archbishop Tutu said that amnesty was not an option 
for some of de Koch's crimes. 
 
 



 
 

NOVEMBER 1996 
 

 
Fri 1 
 
Giving evidence to justify his, and others, claim for amnesty Brigadier J Cronjie (qv 
13/10) admitted his responsibility for planning the deaths of 10 youths in 1986. The 
10 were on their way to an ANC training camp in Botswana. 
 
Speaking before the Truth Commission the disgraced military officer said that the 10 
were lured into accepting a lift in a mini van, then drugged. The mini van was then 
pushed over a cliff, to make the deaths look like an accident. 
 
Sun 3 
 
More evidence, to the Truth Commission, by Brigadier L Cronjie (qv)  along with his 
fellow appellants; Warrant Officer P van Vuuren, Captain J Hetchner and Colonel R 
Venter have been detailed. 
 
Details of the murder of ANC activist H Sefola and Piet Ntuli, then the Minister of 
Home Affairs in the recently ‘independent homeland’ of KwaNdebele. Also 
mentioned was a failed assassination attempt on a ‘troublesome’ Roman Catholic 
priest, Father S Mkhatswha, who is now the Deputy Minister of Education. 
 
Tues 5 
 
The chairman of the Truth Commission, Desmond Tutu, has threatened to resign his 
position unless the ANC change its policy on the question of amnesty. According to 
the movements chief legal adviser, M Phosa, the question does not arise, because any 
action that was carried out was part of a ‘justifiable struggle’ against the previous 
regime. By implication only the guilty need to apply for forgiveness. 
 
“If we allow the ANC to get away with it, then the people will justifiably say that the 
commission is a witch hunt looking for people from only one side”he said in the port 
city of Durban. - Reuters adb -  
 
Sat 9 
 
Opposing an economic threat from the European Union will be the first test for a 
recently formed pressure group; borne out of the Anti Apartheid Movement. The 
group, Action for Southern Africa formed in 1994 (qv 29/10), is the main pressure 
group to fight the European Union’s decision on levels of tariff free trade between the 
two. 
 
It is apparent that a trade agreement signed 2 years ago that gave free trade between 
the two; without import taxes being imposed is to be altered after pressure from 
within the EC. There is a danger that certain south African exports, wine and fruit, 



will be subject to 40% duty after pressure from southern European and Mediterranean 
countries.  
 
Hopefully this dispute can be solved before the EU in Dublin, on 12/96, with support 
from Britain and Sweden, as it is pointed out that there is no such restrictions on other 
countries in north Africa and Latin America. 
 
Mon 11 
 
The threat by Archbishop Tutu (qv 5/11) has been resolved. At a joint press 
conference with C Carolus, the ANC ’s deputy general secretary, it was announced 
that members of the former liberation movement would present evidence, to the 
Commission, in support of a plea for amnesty for crimes committed during the 
apartheid era. 
 
This decision, that the ANC “accepts responsibility for acts committed during the 
course of the struggle” will cause embarrassment to the National Party. In earlier 
evidence the Commission had heard that not all atrocities, that had been blamed on 
the ANC, were in fact carried out by them. Rather they had been the work of agents of 
the government. 
 
Wed 13 
 
Another newly formed game reserve, to benefit the expanding tourism industry, is the 
Tswala Game Park. This is also managed by Conservation Corporation Africa (qv 
22/9). It is located on 300 square miles, 75,000 hectares, of the Kalahari Desert in the 
north west of the country. 
 
Much of the finance for the private game reserve came from the Manchester based 
multi millionaire Stephen Boler, a veteran of the African continent of some 30 years 
standing. The, according to the 1995 Business Age Rich 500 list, 151th worlds richest 
man, made his money from diverse interests ranging from being co - founder of Kwik 
Fit to Limelight, the home improvement company. 
 
Fri 15 
 
President Nelson Mandela yesterday urged Zambia’s president, F Chiluba, to delay the 
countries general election, scheduled for 18/11.  The electoral commission chairman, 
B Bwalya, had no such power, but Mr Mandela said a state of emergency could be 
declared, resulting in an automatic delay. 
 
Seven parties are boycotting the election because a new constitution bars candidates 
from standing for president if they are not first generation candidates. - Reuters -  
 
Sat 16 
 
The autocratic style of Mr Mandela has been criticised in a radio interview with the 
political editor of the Johannesburg Star, K Nyatsimba. In the broadcast the presidents 
actions were put down to a “growing senility.” This astonishing attack came after an 



editorial, in the same paper, which accused the president of tainting both himself and 
the country and “making them look ridiculous.” 
 
This concentrated media attack was itself a response to a speech by the president, on 
13/11, which accused “the white controlled conservative media” of employing senior 
black journalists to attack the ANC and avoid charges of racism 
 
The first notion of the ensuing blitz was a Star report, by an unnamed journalist, that 
Thabo Mbeki would not be named as ‘heir apparent’ to the presidency, when it is well 
documented; see the case I Mohammed, that a presidential endorsement is a guarantee 
of a job offer. 
 
Tues 19 
 
The premier of Gauteng province Tony Sexwale, has let it be known that in 1999 he 
would not be standing for the position of president His name had been linked, as a 
possible challenger to Thabo Mbeki, since it could no longer be assumed that the 
deputy president was the automatic choice of the Mr Mandela (qv 16/11). 
 
Letters,   reply to an article, John Lloyd (qv) a year on, by the former 
parliamentary candidate for Exeter 2/11; un catalogued by author with a response 
from the widow of J Harris executed by the apartheid regime in the 1960’s. 
 
Fri 22 
 
The former South African president, P W Botha, said yesterday that he would never 
apologise for apartheid and denounced what he called an unforgiving assault on the 
Afrikaner by the country’s new black rulers. 
 
“I am not guilty of any deed for which I should apologise or ask amnesty. I therefore 
have no intention doing this,” the 80 year old Mr Botha said. - Reuters -  
 
Sat 23 
 
Six youths, attending a traditional circumcision ceremony at Mount Treet? in the 
Xhosa homeland south east of Johannesburg, died in a fire in a hit in which they were 
staying, state radio reported. Nine other youths were injured. - AP -  
 
Thurs 28 
 
Officials and ordinary people in Taiwan reacted with disbelief after President Nelson 
Mandela announced that South Africa was dropping recognition of Taiwan in favour 
of Beijing. - Reuters -  
 
Sat 30 
 
Digging through cabinet papers for 1976 the head of the state archive, M Oliver, has 
come across the then governments plan to combat the growing student protest 
following he Soweto student uprising of 6/76. 



The document, written by the Minster of Police, J Kruger, who died 10.5.87,  gained 
cabinet approval for the police to shoot the leaders of the rioters, who were fomenting 
protest throughout the country. 
 
It is believed that up to 600 people were killed in the ensuing months as the nations 
school students protested at the enforced teaching of Afrikaners in the classroom in 
place of the long accepted English language. 
 
 



 
 

DECEMBER 1996 
 

 
Sun 1 
 
With the change of allegiance by the government to China (qv 28/11) what is the 
future of support that will be offered to the PAC who through the liberation struggle 
were financed by the communist government in Beijing? 
 
Mon 2 
 
A long simmering rivalry between two taxi firms in the Northwest Province  has 
erupted into a fresh bout of drivers deaths. Since 8/96 there has been 20 deaths in this 
province alone. 
 
The two firms battling for control of long distance passenger transportation are the 
Lehlabile  Taxi Organisation and the South African Long Distance Taxi Association.  
The LTO started as a pirate operation touting for passengers round Johannesburg 
railway station. Now based in the outskirts of Alexandria township, with a 
government licence it is in competition with the SALDTA on the route north to 
Pietersburg.  
 
A spokesman for the firm has called on the government to step in and take measures 
to end the killings; 3 in the town of Brits were the most recent.  If nothing is done, 
within 14 days, the company will take action itself. 
 
Thurs 5 
 
The long campaign, by Mrs Stopford to bring Child P (qv), S Mahlangu aged 12, back 
to England has taken a significant turn. The boys father, Charles, who stopped an 
adoption attempt by his former employer (qv 6/3) has given his permission for 
Siphoto return to London. This is in the light of the fact that the boy was not happy in 
South Africa as he could not speak the Zulu language, which would enable him to 
rediscover his roots. 
 
Whilst Sipho can come to live in Maida Vale, north west London, he will be expected 
to return to his parents home twice a year. 
 
Fri 6 
 
The Taiwan foreign minister, J Chang, said yesterday that his country would withdraw 
its South African ambassador and immediately suspend projects in protest at 
Pretoria’s decision to switch diplomatic ties to China. 
 
Taiwan is South Africa’s seventh - largest trading partner with two way trade totalling 
5.7 billion rand (740 million) in 1995. At  least 43,000 jobs are expected to be lost if 
Taiwan disinvest entirely from South Africa. - Reuters -  



Sat 7 
 
The race to become secretary general of the United Nations gathered pace yesterday 
when South Africa said that it would back Salim A Salim, Tanzania’s former foreign 
minister and secretary general of the Organisation of African Unity. 
 
South Africa’s deputy president, T Mbeki, said on a visit to New Delhi “There is a 
consensus building up among the African countries on Salem’s candidature”. He also 
said that South Africa viewed Mr Salem as “a very good candidate”. - GDN Foreign 
staff -  
 
Sun 8 
 
The state of the ANC in the Free State is in disarray after the forced removal of the 
president, P Lekota and his entire cabinet, at the behest of the national executive. 
 
Having gained the confidence, and trust of the local population, right wing Afrikaner 
farmers, there is a certain mystery as to what is behind this executive action. Two 
theories are put forward, the presidents exposure of corruption in power with the 
subsequent ‘washing the dirty linen in public.’ Others say Mr Lekota’s ambition was 
his downfall; his acknowledged aim to be national president. 
 
The former Robben Island internee joins a growing list of those who have fallen from 
positions of influence, Bantu Holomasi (qv) and Tony Sexwale (qv 19/11), because of  
perceived ambitions towards the presidency. 
 
Tues 10 
 
Former homeland leader and cabinet minister, Bantu Holomasi, (qv) who has been 
taking legal measures to have his expulsion from the ANC reversed has had a change 
of heart. After a meeting with Nelson Mandela, where the former Transkei leader was 
told that if his Supreme Court challenge was successful he would be “crushed” as a 
party member,a new opportunity has opened to him. 
 
In what will be the first democratic challenge to the rule of the ANC the former army 
officer is considering whether there is enough popular support to form a new political 
party. In the New Year he will call a national convention to test public support of his 
idea. 
 
It is felt that the autocratic style of the president, see his nomination of Thabo Mbeki 
as ‘heir apparent’, the sacking of P Lekota (qv 8/12). Also there has been reported an 
attempt to prevent the re election of the popular premier in the Northern Province 
should not go unchallenged. 
 
Wed 11 
 
Before a crowd of about 4,000 and with due pomp and ceremony President Mandela 
signed the long debated new constitution in the football stadium at Sharpville. It had 



been delayed by order of the Court (qv 7/9) and sent back to the Constitutional 
Assembly for amendment 
 
The location was a significant one. Not only because of the 1961 massacre, which 
brought home to the world the evils of apartheid, but also the venue for the 1902 
treaty between the English and the Boer which led to the Union of South Africa and 
thus the disenfranchisement of the black population for 92 years. 
 
The Truth Commission has granted an amnesty to Captain B Mitchell [no relation to 
the author] who was found guilty of murder in 1992 (qv 1/5). He was sentenced to 30 
years in jail for the 11 deaths in 1988. The move is likely to test the limits of national 
reconciliation. 
 
Thurs 12 
 
Competitive bird - watching, spotting the greatest number of species in 24 hours, has 
recently had its annual competition. Groups, like Birdline South Africa, have the 
potential to spot 900 species; compared to 650 in North America.  
 
This annual event is becoming more and more difficult as bird habitats are being 
wiped out in the name of commercialisation. A popular spotting area, 150 miles of the 
Indian Ocean, round Durban, has had its native forest destroyed to make way for sugar 
cane fields and eucalyptus tree farms. 
 
Pass Notes, Sol Kerzner. 
 
Fri 13 
 
With the deadline, for applications for amnesty for political crimes, imminent a rush 
of notifications has landed at the offices of the Truth Commission within the last few 
days. Such is the number that General C Viljoen (qv) has asked for a meeting with the 
president to ask for an extension. The leader of the Freedom Party will also ask that 
the 12/93 cut off date to be extended to nearer the 1994 election date. 
 
The number of applications from the various parties, from the ANC 300, with 100 of 
these people serving jail terms. From the Anzanian Peoples Liberation Army;  military 
wing of the PAC, 600. Other notables, from the National Party, the former Minister of 
Law and Order, A Vlok, along with 50 other former police officers. 
 
Those not making representations to the Commission include General Malan (qv) and 
former President Botha who has been implicated in the bombing of church buildings 
in Johannesburg. Written questions have been submitted to him by the commission’s 
deputy chairman. 
 
Along with the appeal by Captain B Mitchell (qv11/12) found guilty of the killings at 
the Trust Feed farm in 1988, decisions need to be taken on other controversial cases; 
on C D Lewis and J Walus, both found guilty of the killing of C Hani (qv). 
 
 



Sat 14 
 
A spokesman for the ANC has said that 60 members of the ruling party have, in the 
dying hours, made a plea for amnesty for crimes of a political nature. The most 
notable of these are; J Modesie, J Naidoo and S Mufamadi, all of whom are cabinet 
ministers. 
 
After much consideration, and representation by C Viljoen (qv 13/11), the president 
has extended the amnesty cut off date. This was 12.6.93; the date of commencement 
of the multi racial government began its administration. Now crimes admitted to right 
up to 10.5.94,  a near date before the general election, will be allowed to seek 
amnesty. 
 
With this new time span a number of right wing political crimes can be considered. 
for amnesty. Prominent among these are the actions of the far right who planted 
numerous bombs that killed 21. Another group for consideration are those who were 
plotting a coup; even on the eve of the election. 
 
Dr Alan Boesak, who was linked to misuse of funds from Danish sources (qv 8/2) is 
to be recalled from the USA; where he is UN ambassador designate. Back home in 
South Africa he will face fraud and theft charges concerned with these overseas funds. 
 
The quest to find new ways of living, now that apartheid has ended - without war - is a 
primordial emotional upheaval - J A Richards  author -  
 
Leader Comment  Members of the crowd recalled how 36 years ago they saw 69 of 
their relatives and friends being silenced with guns when they demanded their rights 
to freedom “ The new constitution means a lot to us,” said 70 year old Mrs G Ntull. 
“we saw the blood of our relatives sink into the soiled their bodies loose life. This day 
is for them; to restore the rights they fought for.” - Cape Times on the signing of the new 
constitution (qv) at Sharpville.   
 
Sun 15 
 
The UN’s special envoy to Angola yesterday confirmed that Unita had completely 
disarmed its troops, meaning a unified army and coalition government can be formed. 
Alioune Blondin Beye confirmed that 70,336 Unita soldiers and police had been 
demobilised. - News round up, IOS page 2 -  
 
Thurs 19 
 
With the last prisoners having left Robben Island earlier this month it is now time for 
the future of the former home of the jailed notables in the ANC to be decided. Robben 
Island (qv 12/2) is now under the remit of the Department of Arts and Culture, having 
been ceremonially handed from the Department of Correctional Services at a recent 
ceremony. 
 
Within this department a commission, headed by A Kathrada, will finalise the future 
of the 7 mile long and kidney shaped place of detention and isolation - in use for the 



last 400 years. The commission has to work through some 200 suggestions from the 
public and come up with a plan that will reflect a message of triumph and hope. 
Already rejected is a plan for a casino resort and a theme park. 
 
Sun 22 
 
Despite  the pledge, that the Afrikaner language is safe (qv 16/2), there are still some 
that protest at its downgrading; South African Airways have ceased giving the 
mandatory safety instructions in this language. 
 
The right wing Radio Pretoria journalist J Versfeld, occasionally travels to the 
headquarters of the SABC in Johannesburg to protest at what he sees as the languor’s 
marginalisation, on the national broadcasting network. 
 
Not surpassingly the chairman of the Society For the Preservation of Afrikaans was 
not invited to a recent conference held in the town of Stellenboch, a representative of 
an organisation that links the language to nationalism and white supremacy, where 
academics, intellectuals were gathered to protect and promote it. Also present was the 
internationally known writer B Breytenbach, a fierce opponent of apartheid, and also a 
fluent writer in the Afrikaans language. 
 
Fri 27 
 
During a speech of welcome, at the beginning of the Southern African Development 
Conference, in Maseru, the capital of Lesotho, the sovereign, King Letsie the Third 
made an impassioned plea to the delegates. 
 
Breaking from the prepared script he implored those gathered at the conference to 
help him find a bride. The president, Sir K Masire of Botswana, said that each of 
those present would provide one candidate. 
 
Royal watchers said that for the King to go outside the Basotho royal circle would be 
unusual. 
 
Sun 29 
 
Photographs of Nelson Mandela featured as two peoples highlights of 1996, in 
photographs. 
 
Tony Blair, leader of the Labour Party, commenting on the presence of the president 
on the balcony of south Africa House says “It is a situation millions campaigned for 
and a photo millions of us thought we would never see: Nelson Mandela looking out 
on Nelson’s column above a crowd of thousands to whom he had given hope and 
inspiration. His visit to Britain was an inspiration to all of us”. 
 
“Nelson Mandela’s welcome to the House of Commons was truly unforgettable. It 
made me want to cry. The image it left with me was this one-  Speaker B Boothroyd 
leading Mandela down the steps, a rather unlikely pair holding hands in a place and at 
a time of great solemnity”. J Brown Photographer - Observer, Life Magazine 



Mon 30 
 
At least 910 people have died on South Africa’s roads during the Christmas break and 
the toll is expected to rise as holiday makers return home from coastal resorts, 
officials said yesterday. - Reuters -  
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