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-he afcru le a ainst passes hag gone on, aowefeiir-ea 

fiercer, some tines quieter for nany years. The new round 

of struggle which is opening as e result of the Shreat to 

ox tend t o passes to African women, does not riark the ba^in- 

nin t of tre stru^le but only a new phase. It onens up 

the possibility of widening and making obanges in the whole 

struggle a;*inst passes and of reusing sreat sections of the 

)Mfeple for the afcru*;;:le, /
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Gan victory be won in a single battle?

In 3uc'i a Ion;? drawn out war as the war s ainst the 

pass laws it would be foolish to expect that vietcr*y can 

be won by a single action of t ilt too >lo* PI*  pass systoia 

is the foundation of the whole cheat) labour system in South 

Afries| the ruling class will not easily be forced te give

It follows that victory in the struggla against pats 

laws Hmst not be looked txxxx for in every minor akiraiah 

a ;ainst the enesiy. In a lon£ drawn but battle, there will 

be rippy nlnor victories, ainor defeats, taany advances, 

rcany retreats. But final victory for the people mesn tie end of 

the cheap labour syster of South Africa, can only be finally 

te acnioved by the xkx*xx±x overthrow of the ruling class, and by 

the winning of the Freedom C arter as the ruling policy of 

3eutL Africa,
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3* Is tire oroce- c !:?- le ites-. " ■- inportancel

fho present s*;ru. ole against passes for f^iien can well 

orove to be the decisive turnips point of tfce whole lons-drawn 

out war. ITiere is no aspect of fe e pass system «M sh  will 

cttuse such bitter opposition as this; and the present situation 

therefore enables us to brin^ thousands of new Militant fighter* 

into the struggle, to rouse tborce who ave bee one aeous towed 

to and tolerant of t no pass laws for a ne..? effort?and tc awaken



the conscience arid the i^slatsthce of fcocse sections fcf the 

-'-.people jBubcxsxnKnX&x -  w h ito , coloured, Indian who do not 

^ '.3v.lve • dl-.-ectly eu;To?* under -heto Is:.;,,

4. Ia this o Btrugrle of the watter\ alone?

Clearly the women are in the front rank of the battles 

now opening. They are the victi&s the government has aiggled 

out for its la teat attack* But the s tvu&rle is not one for 

wonen alone. It ia one in-which woaten end men must join 

ifcogefcber, each helpin.;;, assisting and encourejing the other ^  

as the circumstance demands, Ly themselves, the women can 

perhaps resist the latest attacl:s» But their resistance would 

be stronger and lead rscre surely to victory if the isen-folk 

fight# with them* But tven a temporary victorious resistance 

of the women to trie present attack will not end the struggle 

the pass laws* Alone, it will only postpone the day of the 

attack till the government can muster :reater force. It will 

only be a breathinr sneoe before a now attack in a now direction, 

This must be a Joint campaign of men and wcsien, whose aim is to 

end the pass system and the gHtansnt&t which upholds it .

5. Is the alOjram |V/omcn shall not carry nassosl1 correct?

It is ar.^ucd by some, that the pro sent battles will be 

docidod, won or lost on the tfueation of whether the women 

folk take the new passes. ’herefore, it is srt?ued, the 

political lino of the carnai.-p must bo encourn p women under 

no circunstancos to sceept the masses. From t’-is line of 

policy, it  ia clear, developed the concept tftftt ttoe p&ss-laws 

oan be fought end beaten only by acts of pasaiee resistance * 

individual or colloctive - by nets of steadfast refusal fin the 

part of She women to accept the new passes. No one can deny 

that such acts would be of tremendous significance, advancing 

the of the people and #̂ vi:n new moral and enthusiaoii

to the whole oatipai^n. Nothin should therefore be r rdd or I 
done whioh vould encotaret;e such acts of defian'be, peseiv* / 

resistance.



But this Is not tha only way to fightt nor even the iait

jray. Evenwidespread rats of pnsrlve resistance alcne cr not,

in the long run, deter the ^ovemrent "rcr\ its course, if It is
authority

determined to use ail its force, anxatanrfcijc and power to enforce 

its will. This was one of the lessons taught us by rh^f Western 

Arens ienoval CsjLpaign, in which we wo not fo r ^ t . *e

? ust not let oti» enthusiasm blind us to Hhs prospects of over- , 
whelming tpvem.'ent force - m ss deportations, saekin.8 fro:: / 

jobs, evictions from houses etc - whieh can be uni ashed a ainst 

passive resistera, to break their resistance, Passive resictacce 

Is good, effective, valuable at the right time, in the ri ^ht 

circumstances, but IS Is notthe only way. And those who 

hold it out and despair, and to their loss of confidence in our 

movement.
# / * <; N; V? • ’ ;J; '• ’-v. --v ir , y “ - .. n

• i  vJ* '« X- ’ **■* * L 1 "wa ‘ ri. -  •', y f ‘ j/\ ^1 • ■£* •
6. -.That other slorans can. Vo nlvpnced?

-here are othcr ays of 3 tru g ;le against the nass laws, 

•ach of which wat have ita lace. Pass laws can be fought by 

denonstrationa and strikes, by petitions and meetings, by boyaott 

and resistance and disobedience, by active struggle as well as 

passive. ??hich of these ways ia lasts ?his can only be con-
j

cieved in the preoise oircur.s tances in which we find ourselves 

in each area at any one tiwe. Sometines one ;;j*a

another# must learn flrom the errors of the ' antu Cducatiort 

and Western Areas Campaign no- to be rigid, formal tied by 

pre-concieved ideas about the only possiblo way to forws of 

acteon which do n-*t fit the circ r.s tnnces. ffa must be ready
.

to use any and every Deans of strug^Le which are appropriate 

and possible at any tiiae and which advance ua to our goal*

The campaign a [gainst the new oasaea for wonen Kust not 

tlierefore be allowed to s tand or fall by the success or failure 

of passive resistance by the wonen* ?he campaign ftuat be 

conducted - as befits a Ion,-drawn out war - with flexibility 

and skill, now ttilng one weapon, now another, now passive, new 

active. *he ilogan to be inatillod into the rinda of the



masses Is not therefore x  ' fc'ic » jsea ujhall not carry passes* bat
•* % . if-... ' *’°V, . '■ * ; . .'■* Jar'' rt* A# ' * ='
*afche* flif shall struggle every inch of the way, a^ainet the

passes*, * do>m with mas lam **
. r ■ • ' . ' *.;

7. How do we decidc what precise act Ion to tali*?

'SNfltjr on the &>o& aense, responsibility r fle*i- 

bility of our loaders both natlcnal and provincial# but acre
V  * * .

especially local leaders, thsy iauat wiegh up at every ata-e of 

the campaign what the atate of organisation and preparedness 

is* What are the people ready to do? Whafc tactlo will meet 

with the united support of the oeople and carry forward the 

•t^u^rflc. There must be no reokless,»nilitant sounding' calls 

to action which are not attuned tf. the xeztsiauicreactiens and 

state of militancy of the people. i"e rt:$st beware of calls bo 

action whieh do not lead all the ]?eople into action but serve 

only to cut the militant vanguard off from the Masses. But 

wc must be active, organising, e-5r*lainin£, agitating the people, 

preparing thaw for struggle. And we nust be bold,when the time 

for action coases. Kara work, mass agitation, load: : Struggle 

this Is the A. •$« of Jon 7*0as fMSllcy of the i »  pass laws*
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