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t h e  RF.D H I L L  caniWUNITY NEAR SIlYiONSTOWN

The Rod Hill C o m m u n i t y  nea r  S i m o n s t o w n  is a g r o u p  of some 500 

C o l o u r e d  people, who live off the main Roa d  on top of Red Hill, 

some five miles by road from the c e n t r e  of Simonstoujn. It has 

been in e x i s t e n c e  for over one h u n d r e d  years.

The men in the c o m m u n i t y  are m a i n l y  d o c k - i a b o u r e r s , wh i l e  the women 

are h o u s e w i v e s  and d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t s .  A bus s e r v i c e  runs 

Simonstoujn to the top of Red Hill, but has only r e c e n c y  been 
i n t r o d u c e d .  Bofore that, p e o p l e  had to c l i m b  up and down the 

m o u n t a i n  - v^r y  fern of thorn own cars.

The c o m m u n i t y  lives un d e r  fairly hor d  c o n d i t i o n s  - w h i c h  only serve 

to a c c e n t u a t e  their r e a s o n s  for w i s h i n g  to r e m a i n  in the ar . 

c o m m u n i t y  is s e r v e d  by a poor g r a v e l  road, it ia iwithout w a t e r , 

e l e c t r i c i t y  or s a n i t a t i o n .  Wo m e n  and c h i l d r e n  have to fetch 

woo d  and dra w  wa t e r  from the three taps s e r v i n g  the c o m m u n i t y .

The land is ow n e d  by the m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  the M e t h o d i s t  Church, and 

c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l  f a m i l i e s  who have i n h e r i t e d  the land w h i c h  was 

held by th e i r  f o r e f a t h e r s  fr o m  the time when the wh o l e  area was - 
farm. Only a l ittle of the land is now u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  however.

most p r o v i s i o n s  have to be b o u g h t  in S i m o n s t o w n  - the n e a r e s t  

s h o p p i n g  c entre - but a K u p u g a n i  de p o t  o p e r a t e s  once a ^ e k ,  and 

there is a r e g u l a r  g r e e n g r o c e r  van w h i c h  v i s i t s  the c o m m u n  y.

D e s pite the h a r d s h i p s  of the life on Red Hill, the m a j o r i t y  of tl 

h o u s e s  are clean, neat anrl w e l l - f u r n i s h o d . H o u s i n g  r a n g e s  from 

stone and b r i c k  c o t t a g e s  to " p o n d o k s " ,  the l a t t e r  u s u a l l y  J ^ a b i t e d  
by n e w c o m e r s  who have b e e n  u n a b l e  to find a c c o m o d a t i o n  in the town.

in the r e c e n t  survey, n e a r l y  every m e m b e r  of the c o m m u n i t y  p r o f e s s e d  

some rel i o i o n .  The l a r g e s t  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  are Angl i c a n  and 
E S o S l i i ?  SEil. thore is a ...11 but compact group of N »  Apostolic 
There are Angl i c a n  and rilethodist C h u r c h e s  on the Hill, and t h e  
New flpostolics are in the p r o c e s s  of c o m p l e t i n g  a new Church, 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  expense.

All three C h u r c h e s  have o r g a n i s e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  the best b e i n g  the 
m e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  w h i c h h a s  sot about p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  d e s p e r a t e l y  

n e e d e d  by the c o m m u n i t y .  The m e t h o d i s t s  run Guilds, a W o m e n  s 
A s s o c i a t i o n , and an i n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  R e c r e a t i o n _Club. Th e s e  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  are v a l u a b l e  in p r o v i d i n g  u s e f u l _s o c i a l  o u t lets 

the p eople who a t t e n d  them, and to w h o m  they m i n i s t e r .

The area is s e r v e d  by three p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  - o n e ,  run by t h ® 
m e t h o d i s t s ,  in the h e a r t  of the c o m m u n i t y ,  and two w i t h i n  r e a s o n -  
able walking distance, and ooe high school. A noteworthy eature 

Of the c o m m u n i t y  is the e a g e r n e s s  on the part of most p a r ents 

their c h i l d r e n  to gain a good e d u c a t i o n .

Another f e a ture of the c o m m u n i t y  is the n u m b e r  of kin r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

be t ween its memb e r s .  In the w o r d s  of more than one of the 
i n h a b i t a n t s  s " We're all r e l a t e d  up here". The c o m p l e x i t y  of 

ties in the c o m m u n i t y  s e r v e s  to bind it in a very c o - 
fashion, which r e s u l t s  in a f e e l i n g  of s o l i d a r i t y  of the group

t o w ards the o u t s i d e  world.

De s pite the many h a r d s h i p s ,  the vast m a j o r i t y  of the i n h a b i t a n t s  

wish to r e m a i n  where they are, and have no wish to be m °v°d. The 
r e a sons for this are vari o u s .  For ins t a n c e ,  the a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e  

lack of cr i m e  in the c o m m u n i t y  is p o i n t e d  to wit h  pride, an 
i n h a b i t a n t s  are wont to point out that it is one of the few 

C o l o u r e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e  one can wa l k  about at ni g h t  in

s a f e t y .
Page 2 / . . .......



The c o m m u n i t y  is also v a l u e d  for its p o s i t i o n  - w i t h i n  r e a c h  of the 

place of e m p l o y m e n t ,  and yet out of it - r e s u l t i n g  in a q u i e t  area 

(which som e  of the y o u n g e r  p e ople r e g a r d  as too q u i etj) away from 

the rus h  of city life. M a n y  of the older p e o p l e  lo o k  f o r w a r d  to 

r e t i r i n g  there in peace ahd: quiet. It is also p o i n t e d  out that 

the c o m m u n i t y  is served' by the two n e c e s s i t i e s  of life for the 

m a j o r i t y  - C h u r c h e s  and schools.

The c o m m u n i t y  is not w i t h o u t  pro b l e m s ;  d r i n k i n g  for e x a m p l e  is 
p r e v a l e n t  in the l o w e r - s t a t u s  homes, and is l a r g e l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  

to b o r e d o m  o w i n g  to a lack of r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  H o w & v l t , 

the p r o b l e m  is b e i n g  t a c k l e d  - n o t a b l y  by the M e t h o d i s t s  - and 
the e m e r g e n c e  of the Red Hil l  R e c r e a t i o n  Club is an e n c o u r a g i n g  

step. T he i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a bus serv i c e ,  too, now ma k e s  it far 

ea s i e r  for m e m b e r s  of the c o m m u n i t y  to make use of the a m e n i t i e s  

in S i n o n s t o w n  itself.

Fr o m  a s o c i o l o g i c a l  point of view, there is no r e a s o n  why the 
c o m m u n i t y  s h o u l d  bo moved. They are a d e q u a t e l y  s e r v e d  by C h u r c h e s  

and scho o l s ,  and are w i t h i n  fairly easy r e a c h  of t h e i r  place of 
em p l o y m e n t ,  f o l l o w i n g  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a bus s e r v i c e .  In fact 

there wo u l d  not a ppear to be any r e a s o n  why the area c o u l d  not be 

d e v e l o p e d  into a s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  area by the i n t r o d u c t i o n  

of water (the S i m o n s t o w n  w a t e r w o r k s  is a d j a c e n t  to the c o m m u n i t y ) ,  

e l e c t r i c i t y  and s a n i t a t i o n .

In human terms, the p e o p l e  s h o u l d  not be m o v e d  for a n u m b e r  of 
r e a s o n 3 « They have many of the m  lived on the H i l l  all t h e i r  lives, 

and in fact man y  of the f a m i l i e s  have been on the Hi l l  for 
g e n e r a t i o n s .  Some of th e m  own land, they have t h e i r  own C h u r c h e s  

and schools. They are s e c u r e  and ha p p y  in their c l o s e - k n i t  

c o m m u n i t y ,  and ta k e  p r i d e  in its p e a c e f u l n e s s  and the a b s e n c e  of 

crime. And further, the c o m m u n i t y  is bound t o g e t h e r  by s t r o n g  

ties of k i n s h i p  and marr i a g e .

In short, they are a l a w - a b i d i n g ,  h a r d - w o r k i n g  c o m m u n i t y  wit h  a 

st r o n g  t r a d i t i o n  of a t t a c h m e n t  to t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  built up over 

g e n e r a t i o n s .  They are not by any me a n s  a rich c o m m u n i t y ,  and 

many of t h e m  w o u l d  bo e x t r e m e l y  h a r d - p r e s s e d  if they w e r e  mo v e d  

f u r t h e r  away from th e i r  e m p l o y m e n t  - e s p e c i a l l y  as the w o m e n - f o l k  

w o u l d  not be as e a sily able to s u p p l e m e n t  f amily i n c o m e s  wi t h  
p a r t - t i m e  d o m e s t i c  e m p l o y m e n t ,  not to m e n t i o n  the l ikely i n c r e a s e  

in e x p e n d i t u r e  c a u s e d  by fares,

Tho Red H i l l  c o m m u n i t y  c a u s e s  no t r o u b l e  and s e r v e s  the larger 

c o m m u n i t y  well. They have made tho best out of u n f a v o u r a b l e  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  and ask only to be left in peace.

M a r t i n  E. UJest

September. 1967
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