
P R O P O S A L  FOR CA M PU S N A T IO N A L  O R G A N IS E R  A N D  D IS C U S S IO N
A R O U N D

N A T IO N A L  CAM PUS C O N T A C T  A N D  C O O R D IN A T IO N

Why we need national campus contact and coordination.

( i ) .  It was identified that w ithin the End C o n sc r ip t io n  Campaign the 
campus bran ches were p la y in g  a more and more important role and that 
th is  was becoming more and more d is t in c t  from the town b ran che s due 
to the sp ecif ic  nature of the campus co n stitu e n c y .

( i i ) .  T h a t  it would enhance the b u ild in g  of weaker b ra n c h e s.

( i i i ) .  T h a t  it would develop more w ithin the campuses the idea that th ey 
were p art of a national cam paign. A lso  that the p o s s ib i l ity  was g re a te r 
within the campuses ra th e r than the towns as th ey tended nationally  to 
be more homogeneous than the national town b ra n c h e s.

( iv ) .  T h a t  there was much more space on campus in terms of re lative  
immunity from repression and th is  meant that th e re  would be an in 
cre a s in g  focus on the campuses as a v ita l area of w ork.

( v ) .  Cam puses have the time, re sou rces and s k i l ls  to develop a g re a te r 
theoretical and conceptual u n d e rsta n d in g  and consciousness that occurs 
in the town b ra n c h e s. Cam puses th erefo re  become important areas where 
a c t iv is ts  can be tra ine d  and then feed out into the broad er white com
m unity e ith er as E C C  a c t iv is ts  or other o rg a n isa tio n s.

( v i ) .  T h a t  it would fa c il itate  the p a ss in g  of re so u rc e s,  media, ideas and 
increase the p o s s ib i l ity  fo r  national campus cam paigns.

Possible argum ents ag a in st  increased  campus contact and coordination

( i) .  It could lead to the fra ctio n a lisa tio n  of the national n ature of E C C  
leading to a d ista n c in g  of relations between town and campus branches 
on a regional and national level.

D iscuss io n  around v a r io u s  forms of National Cam pus Co ntact and C o o r
dination

(i) Using national student g a th e r in g s  such as N U SAS fe st iv a l and con
g re ss  to allow some form of E C C  campus g a th e r in g  and d isc u ss io n  forum .

It was felt that th is  was a v e r y  good idea ju d g in g  from the success 
of the recent g a th e r in g  but that campuses needed to p re p are  and d is c u s s  
allot more before attending such a g a th e r in g  to achieve the fu ll  benefit. 
T h e re  was also the need to continue to co n sult  with N U SA S s im ila r to that 
around the fe s t iv a l.

( i i ) .  Developing formal contact nation ally  at s u b -g r o u p  level.

It was felt that at national g a th e r in g s  th e re  should be time set aside 
for s u b -g r o u p  d is c u s s io n s  but that s u b -g r o u p  level contact otherwise 
should be coordinated th ro u g h  a centra l person to e n su re  s e c u r it y .

( i i i ) .  T h e  suggestion of making an annual video were each campus would 
p resent th e ir  y e a rs  a c t iv it ie s  and membership th roug h  the use of a v ideo.



It was felt that f iv e  d iffe re n t  campus videos would not cement national 
contact but if campuses had the e n e rg y  to do it as a separate project it 
was great.

( iv ) .  T h e  idea of the re g u la r  c ircu la t io n  of reports and assessm ents b y  
each campus to all the other b ra n c h e s .

It was felt that th is  too was a good idea but that it must be done 
re g u la r ly  and could co n sist  of one facet of national campus coordination.

( v ) . T h e  idea of national campus g a t h e r in g s .

It was proposed that there  should be about th ree  g a th e r in g s  a y e a r  
and that two of these should p ig g y -b a c k '  the N U SA S g a th e r in g s .  T h e  
size of these g a th e r in g s  would not be re str ic te d  but th e re  would be im
portant emphasis on p re p a ra t io n , s im ila r  to that before N C . T h e  meeting 
would run e ith er before the N U SA S g a th e r in g  or ju s t  afterw ard s so as 
not to clash with any of the N U SA S programme. A t h ir d  meeting would 
be held some time in J a n u a r y  as a p lan in g meeting fo r  O rientation week 
and the f i r s t  half of the y e a r  as well as p la y in g  some le ad e rsh ip  t r a in in g  
function .t

( v i ) .  U t il is in g  NC more as a campus meeting forum.

From past experience  at N C s it was felt that it was v e r y  d if f ic u lt  to 
t r y  and f it  in more items on the agenda as it was alw ays so f u l l .  What 
was suggested was that if a sp e c if ic  issue  arose that campuses felt th ey 
needed to d is c u s s  the p o s s ib i l ity  should be there  to b u ild  on an extra 
d ay  for campus d iscu ss io n  before N C and that Adele in her phone around 
should asses the need.

Motivation for a campus o rg a n is e r

T h ro u g h  out the above d isc u ss io n  it was in c r e a s in g ly  identified  that there  
was a real need for a national o rg a n is e r  to have the portfolio of campus 
o rg a n is e r .  It was felt that th is  went beyond the role of the second na
tional o r g a n is e r  and that th e y  should be seen as two d iffe re n t  issues and 
as for the f i r s t  time the campuses had developed into a sp e c if ic  id e n tity  
it was important to have a person who would be in tune with it.

Role of the campus o r g a n is e r .

( i ) .  B u ild in g  and developing w eaker cam puses.

( i i ) .  F a c il ita t in g  the exchange of s k i l l s ,  ideas resources and ru n n in g  
s k i l ls  w orkshops.

( i i i ) .  O rg a n is in g  national g a t h e r in g s .

( i v ) .  Co o rd in a t in g  national cam paigns and national campus w ork.

( v ) .  F a c il itating  l in k s  with other national campus org a n isa t io n s e sp e c ia lly  
N U SAS and S A N S C O  on a national and regional b a s is .

( v i ) .  W orking in new areas of t e r t ia r y  education such as T e c k n ic o n s ,  
Colleges of Education.

( v i i ) .  Work with the national s e c re ta ry  in coordination.

It is hoped that all regions and campuses will be able to have d iscu sse d  
th is  proposal before next N C .  If the go ahead has been g iven before next



NC then b ranches should b r in g  motivations for in d iv id u a ls  su itable  for 
the post to next N C .

Also if there are any problems around the c la r it y  of th is  proposal and 
report then e ith e r speak to y o u r  local campus N C rep o r  contact Adele.
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