CHURCH HOUSE, WESTMINSTER

MONDAY, DECEMBER Ist
6.30 p.m.

Following upon the Christian Action
Annual General Meeting
there will be an open meeting on

Thg Racial Sit}lation in
South Africa

Speakers: —
F. H. LAWTON
LOUIS BLOM COOPER

observers on behalf of Christian Action and the
Bar Council at the

SOUTH AFRIGAN
TREASON TRIAL

Admission, by ticket only, FREE.

Tickets from:—The Secretary, Christian Action,
2, Amen Court, London, E.C.4, (CITy 6869).

rinted by Keliher Hudson & Kearns Limited, Hatficlds, London, S.E.1.



LATHQTAN ACTIGHY Fund for Legal fefence, ctc. in Louth «frica.

Press conference oxn return of Gerald Curdiner, l.G.,
fram South Africs.

Jhalirman:  Cenon Le Jobn Jollins

o cTAE ASTTON follows o consiztont poilcy in regard to the
raclul probleuws in uoutis Alrica.

Liedietoly thoe nowa wag pecelved of taeo arresy of 14u iouth
Africans (Furopesn and 'ione uropeun) on churges of treason chrlstlan
Acticn, =igth the sun-ort of the Lovenent for olontal rreodan: and
other interested bodles, estebliched a Fund For tne folilowing purposcs

.} Yo provide lor lernl defence for the adcused.

b7 10 glve practical essistanse to the deponduants of
thore arrested, the wmjority of whom are Africans.

¢) 10 ensure, as fur as nossible, & fzir trial for
the arreastad norsons.

In nursult of the thiryd purpose, Smristian fction invited ir.
terald fardiner, ..3., to vislt “outh Africa os an observer of the
orelludnary hearings in Johannesburg, am! proviced the ooncy
neceaszary for this pursose.

e are 1n the closeat touch with those resnonsibie for the hund
nov belng raised in South Afrlce under the Inspiratlon of the Ulshop
of <oliamnezburg. nisiribution of wmoney subsoribed o the Chrlstlun
Aoction fund will be effected in coe-operation witihh the Jomdttee of
the “outh Africen iund.

the total regulred 13 not yet known: Lut it le dilkely to be
not leas then £39,700. onristisn Actlon 1s alulng (o ruslie, ss
1ts Lirst tareot, -.10,000.

he total rulsed for the Chrlsticn fetlon fund hee already
pasacd & £1,077%.

Ctaetstian Acblon hus Invited ¢ number of people to act ad &
nanel of gponsors for this fund, end un to the present, the
followings have agreed LG serve

Jhe dghop of Blmilnpghem L. venn Levy
e b enner nrochwny e Tuvid rov
lody Violet -onhau Curter wias Lose ..scaaloy
igg Phyllls dottoro e Sawpton sectensle
word Fupringdon tr. 1lllas loner
e Qercld Cordiner Fp. eyuond Laynes
1 Fenneth Grulb faprl suszell
SPoSessor Jax Olucizan ihie Mosnop of nnefs”
. Victor Sollancw Nl'e (ooOrse e ::uh‘t"’“rd
Lord Mer.ingford ¥pre Joiin Tliney
Fr. Yrovor Puddlescton he Beverend ' eoreiery:

Tonations to this speclal funéd ghould be sent
suristlon Retlon, ¥, Aran Sourt, iondon, Fele -3



CHRISTIAN ACTION

CI{AIRMAN:
THE REVEREND
CANON L. JOHN COLLINS

SECRETARY:
FREDA NUELL

TELEPHONE: CITY 6869 2 AMEN COURT, LONDON, E,C,4

22nd December 1956

Dear lir. Editor,

I would be very glad if you would kindly send a
representative to meet lr. Gerald Gardiner, Q.C., on his
return from South Africa.

Mr. Gardiner went out to South Africa for Christian
Action, to obaserve at the preliminary hearing of the btreason
trials which opened in Johannesburg on Wednesday last,
December 19th. .

He was also authorised to oﬁéerve on behalf of the
three political societies of lawyers in England, and of the
Generall Council of the Bar of England.

Mr. Gardiner will meke a statement and will be
pleased to answer any questions put to him.

The time of this conference will be 3.30 p.m. on
Thursday, December 27th at 2, Amen Court, E.C. 4.

Yours sincerely,

L. John Collins.

P.S. Information for Photographers: IHr. Gardiner will
arrive back from South Africa at London Airport
(North) on the South African Airways plane, Flight
S.A. 218, due to land at 11.35 a.m. on~Sunday,
December 23rd.



CHRISTIAN ACTION

CHAIRMAN :

THE REVEREND SECRETARY
CANON L. JOHN COLLINS FREDA NUELL
TELEPHONE: CITY 6869 2 AMEN COURT. LONDON, E,C.,4

22nd December 1956

Dear Mr. News Editor,

I would be very glad if you would kindly send a
representative to meet lMr. Gerald Gardiner, Q.C., on his
return from South Africa.

- Mr. Gardiner went out to South Africa for Christian
Action, to observe at the preliminary hearing of the treason

trials which opened in Johannesburg on Wednesday last, December
19th.

He was also authorised to observe on behalf of the
three political societies of lawyers in England, and of the
General Council of the Bar of England.

Mr. Gardiner will make a statement and will be
pleased to answer any questions put to him.

The time of this conference will be 3.30 p.m. on
Thursday, December 27th at 2, Amen Court, E.C. 4.

Mr. Gardiner will arrive back from South Africa at
London: Airport .(North) on the South African Airways plane,
Flight S.A. 218, due to land at 11.35 a.m. on Sunday, December
23rd.

. Yours sincerely,

T Can

c—"

L., John Collins.



CHRISTIAN ACTION

CHAIRMAN :

THE REVEREND SECRETARY
CANON L. JOHN COLLINS FREDA NUELL
TELEPHONE: CITY 6869 2 AMEN COURT, LONDON, E.,C.4

24th January, 1957,

We are arranging a public meeting at the Central
Hall, Westminster, on Monday, rebuuary 4th, at 7.30 p.m.,
in support of our South African Defence and Aid Fund,
the purpose of which is to gain further support for
the fund,

I am delighted to be able™-to say that Father
Huddleston will be present to speak, together with Mr,
Gerald Gardiner, who will speak in relation to his visit
to South Africa for the preliminary trials in
Johannesburg, Mr., Jo Grimond, Mr, James Callaghan and
Mr, Fenner Brockway.

It would be the greatest possible help in making
this meeting a success if you could be present on the
platform. It has been necessary to arrange the meeting
at very short notice; but in the hope, nevertheloss,
that it may be possible for you to join us on this
occasion I enclose two platform tickets for your use.

P.S. Following upon my letter yesterday, I now
enclose further letter(s) for the press whioch
I much hope you will be willing to sign; also
an envelope for its return.



CHRISTIAN ACTION

CHAIRMAN ;
THE REVEREND

CANON L. JOHN COLLINS SECRETARY:

FREDA NUELL

TELEPHONE: CITY 6869 2 AMEN COURT, LONDON, E,C,4

2bHth Jdanuary I957

Ky dear Sir,

The racial situation in South Africa continues to
deteriorate and remains a great burden to the Christian
conscience. Christian Action, as probably you will have
seen, is raising a fund to provide for the legal defence
of the 156 opponents of apartheid recently arrested on
charges of subversive activities against the state, and
to aid their families. We hope also to help to keep the
conscience of the world alive to the issues at stake.

We are in close touch with the Fund set up in South
Africa under the trusteeship of the Bishop of Johennesburg,
Dr. Alan Paton and others, and including among its spcnsors
the Archbishop of Capetown and Dr. J.B. Webb, ex President
of the South Africsn liethodist Conference. Money subscribed
to the Christian Action fund will be distributed through and
in consultation with this Committee.

In support of this fund we are arranging a public
meeting at the Central Hall, “estminster, on Monday, February
4th at 7.30 p.m. At this meeting Father Huddleston will be
present to speak, together with Mr. CGerald Cardiner, wno will
talk about his visit to South Africa for the Preliminary
hearings, supported by other speakers from the sponsors of
the fund.

I would be immensely grateful if we might have your
support for this meeting; and if you could draw the attention
of your people to it, encouraging them to come, it would be of
the greatest help. Tickets (2/6 reserved and numbered, 1/-
unreserved) are now available from this address.

It has been necessary to arrange this meeting at very
short notice and anything you can do to make it know would be
specially valuable.

Yours sincerely,

Lol lln |
L. John Collins. P.T.0. for
list of sponsors
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BOUTH AFRICAR LuBASUD THXALS
THREE HOOLAEILEG QR LAWYoRL JEED BBuRRVAR

Mi O8RALL UARDINBR (ele IN JOHARE _LURY

It was ennounced in Londop this svening that/tnfee politi-
nart ~-cal societies of lawycrs in England had united to send
¥r Cerald CGardiner i
preliminary hearing of the traeseon trials which open on ot
ie-neaday, 19th lgoenbar. ‘

Gerala Gardiner, who 1s an ixwcutive mezber of the
General Jouncil of the Bar of Kngland, ie authorise:’ 1o eay
that he 15 also otgerving on bwhalf of that body.

Epr Gurdiner left lLondon on Yaturday morning for discuen-
icne in imotordan with the Intornaticonal Coamriszion of Jurists,
ne flew on from Amsterdasn on dunday sorning socomjsnie! by
Ir AeJdolle van Val, secretary Geasral of the Internsticnal
Com:isaion and resched Johannsuburg this (iMonday) atfternocn,

There is no poscibility of Hr Gardiner or any other
CUnmaonweslth lawyur eppearing for tne defence, since by the
ruies in Jouth Africa a barrister aust pas:z an examination in
Afrika.ns before being allowed to appeur in Court., ir Cardinsr
will however a::end the preliminary heariny as & legal
oubserver and will on hie return report besk to tlhe
or;unisations concernad on the 'charges againat the so-used and on
the ovidence adiuced €0 suppoert thea,

!

It was ade clemy that Xr Uardiner wus at:.ending
solely in a laegal onpaacity and dees not intend to nake any
s:atezent in jouth  frica while the %rial ia ‘sub jJudice',

The action taken by tie three ecolstise of lawysare
13 in.loative of the interent and ocomosrn folt throushout the
#0rld. Altogether 149 men and wonen have besn arrested and
held in custody during ithe last 10 dsys on unopecifiel charges
of treaaonk., snong those arrested sxe two advocatss bhriefed
for the Lafence of thone taken into cuatody dusing the first
raids. These barristers are ¥r Sokwe, the only /African barrister
allowed to practice in tie Trunsveal, and ér Jlovo, who
aspeared in the au lications for cail before kxr Justice
ireeler,

24

Yor furtuer inforuvation, as and when it beconas uvailatle, please
contaot the Spokosnan for "Justice®, Tel Lul j428,

N



Lir. %erald Gardiner %“.C., who has returned {rom
Johannesbury where he has been watching the opening of the
preliminary proceedings of the 3outh african treason trisls,

said to-day:-

"1 have not expressed any opinion vhatever in Jouth
usfrica. I have merely been watching the proceecdings on
behalf of Christian .ctiomn, of which I am a wmember, the
3ar Council, the Inns of Court Conservative znd Unionist
S0cietby, the Jociety of Labour Lawyers, and the nssociation
of ILiveral Lawyers. I have seen and talked to leading
memnbers of the Johannesburg Sar, the Bishop of Johannesburg
and others representiny different points of view.

“hile T cuan express no personal opinion on the subject
the view of those best qualified Yo Jjudge is that the
Fationalist party now in power in wouth africa has nade
some judiclal appointments otherwise then on merit, I
did not meet a lawyer who was nobt gravely disturbed at
vhat he rejarded as the consequent lowerinz in the standard
of the Bench. I.oreover the definitions of ‘‘communism" and
“comnunist* in the JSuppression of Communism .cts are so
viide that the acts could be used bto oppress any citizen who
opposes the policy of apartheld - that is to zay who opposes
the party in power. In addition, if a man is put on
certzin lists - a process which results in the loss of
fundamental civil rights - he is presumed by law to have
been rightly so listed unless he proves the negative.

“hen in addition trial by jury is abolished in a case such
as the present, and the Zovernment is entitled to have it
tried by a special Court, it will be realised how far what

we ordimarily call civil liberties are in cuesbion.



The accused include a number of prominent Christians
both European and non--uropean, and the Bishop of
Johannesburz has organised a fund (the Trustees of which
are the Bishop, kr. salan Faton, author of “Cry, The
Beloved Country®, the Jon. Frank Lucas, a former Jud.e, and
I'rs. Lllen Hellman of the Institute of Race Relations)
supported by the srchbishop of Cape fown, the Bighop of
Durban and othrers in order, to use their oom words, ‘‘That
all the accused should be able to secure the best legal
representation available and that during the course of
what probably vill be lengthy proceedings, their families
snd dependants may be protected from hardship and suifering

“hile most of those who have so far subscrided to the
fund in south ~frica have felt ohliged to do so in pound
notes, because no one knows which of the opponents of the
party in power will be the next to be attacked, it 1s
hoped that no one in this country will feel similarly
obliged. ’

&:Ez¥223ian action, which is in closc touch vith the
Bishop of Johannesburg, has opened & fund here to provide
legal defence, to help the families and to assist to

secure a fair +trial, and contributions may be sent to them

at 2 Amen Court, L.C.4."



PRESS STATEHENT.

CHRISTIAN ACTION

IP'und for Legal Defence, etc. in South Africa.
Press Conference on return
of Gerald Gardner, Q.C.,

from South Africa.

Chairman:: Canon L. John Collins.

Coamamimnme Sareman T

CHRISTIAN ACTION follows a consistent policy in regard
to the racial problems in South Africa.

Immedi ately the news was received of the arrest of 140
South Africans (Buropean and Non-Furopean) on charges of treason

oL e Christian Actlon, with the full support of the kovement for
CoiBﬁTaI/f?éanmA e tablished a Fund for the following purposes:-

a) To provide for legal defence for the accused.

b) To give practical assistance to the dependénts
of those arrested, the majority of whom are
Africans.

¢c) To ensure, as far as possible, o fair trial for
the arrested personan.

In pursuit of the third purpose, Christian Action sponsored
the visit of lir. Gerald Gardner, R.C. to South Africa, to observe:
he preliminary hearings in Johannesburg.

We are in the closest touch with those responsible for the
Fund now being raised in South Africa, under the inspireation of
th: Bishop of Johannesburg. Distribution of money subscribed to
the Christian Action fund will be effected throueh the Coimittee
of the South African fund.

Christian Action ,..ssish a=the=aird—of=tHE OVETT—Tor—Sotomri=t
rendom, hag¢e invited a number of people to act as a panel of
cduisens—and sponsors for this fund, and up to the present, the
following have agreed to serve :-

()

N~

eyt e (/) Joraziems T Ve dfekeany

Cnttivian Mviors

Mr i lldam-Plomer.(3)
card Russell.\iv/
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