
CHURCH HOUSE, WESTMINSTER 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1st 

6.30 p.m. 

Following upon the Christian Action 
Annual General Meeting 

there will be an open meeting on 

The Racial Situation in 
4 >..» 

South Africa 
Speakers: — 

F. H. LA W T O N 
LOUIS BLOM COOPER 

observers on behalf of Christian Action and the 
Bar Council at the 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
TREASON TRIAL 

Admission, by ticket only, FREE. 

Tickets from:— The Secretary, Christian Action, 
2, Amen Court, London, E.C.4, (CITy 6869). 

Printed by Keliher Hudson & Kearns Limited, Haificlds, London, S.E.I. 



,<t .TIAH A I OK i Fund for Legal refenee, oto. in ;outh ••frioa. 

Press Confercncc on return of Gerald Curdlner, i.e., 
from South Africa. 

Ghalrraaa: Canon L. John r.ollina 

a;i\I<v; Ajrtojj follows a consistent policy In regard to trie 
raoial probletao in iaouth Africa. 

Iciaedlately the nov,s was received of the arrest of 140 ;>outh 
Africans (European and ';on-"uropcon) on charges of treason Christian 
Aotlon, with the support of the L ovoriient for Colonial .freedoci and 
other Interested bodies, established a.vurai for the following purposes 

a) 'i'o provide for legal defence for the accused. 
b) io give px-aotioal assistance to the dependants of 

t h o - i o arrested, the majority of whom ore Africans. 
c) to ensure, as far as possible, a fair trial for 

the arrentod persona. 
In pursuit of the third purpose, Christian 'etion Invited ir. 

Gerald Gardiner, i.e., to visit "outh Africa as an observer of the 
preliminary hearlnpa in Johannesburg, and provided the coney 
neoeosary for this purpose. 

© are in the closest touoh with those responsible for the i-und 
now being raised In South Africa under the Inspiration of the diahop 
of Johannesburg, Fiotrlbution of aoney subscribed to the Christian 
Action fund will be effected in co-operation with the Coaolttee of 
the outh African 1 und. 

Xhe total required is not yet known, t hut it la likely to be 
not less than £00, 00. Christian Action Is altalng to raaie, as 
Its first target, -10,000. 

The total raised for the Christian Action fund has already 
panned a £1,0'V . 

Christian Action has Invited a nuiabcr of people to act aa a 
panel of sponsors for this fund, and up to the present, the 
following have agreed to serve 

The sishop of Blmlnghoc benn Levy 
{>r. 1 enner orockway r. ravid ixm 
Lady violet r-ontowa Carter ;:oee acnalay 
Iso Phyllis dottotao ir. Gowpton . *oKensle 
i-oixi I'erlnedon ..uitoai 'locwr 
r. Gerald Gardiner fr. Raymond fiaynes 
ir Fenneth ftrubb f &ri huaaoll 
. rofesaor Sax O l u c I x a i \ x h e Bishop oi' r.heff , 
r. Victor Gollanc?; iir. George A. :;utv',5>ara 
Lord Her:;lRRford iSr. John Xilney 
fp. Trevor Muddlecton fhe Reverend rmoratory, 
Ponations to this special fund should be cent f 

Christian Action, a, Arron Court, London, r-'..C. -i. 



C H R I S T I A N A C T I O N 
CHAIRMAN: 
THE REVEREND 
CANON L. JOHN COLLINS 

T E L E P H O N E : C I T Y 6 8 6 9 

SECRETARY-. 
FREDA NUELL 

2 A M E N C O U R T , L O N D O N , E . C . 4 
22nd December 1956 

Dear Mr. Editor, 

I would be very glad if you would kindly send a 
representative to meet Mr, Gerald Gardiner, Q,.C., on his 
return from South Africa. 

Mr. Gardiner went out to South Africa for Christian 
Action, to observe at the preliminary hearing of the treason 
trials which opened in Johannesburg on Wednesday last, 
December 19th. , 

—•» 

He was also authorised to observe on behalf of the 
three political societies of lawyers in England, and of the 
Generall Council of the Bar of England. 

Mr. Gardiner will make a statement and will be 
pleased to answer any questions put to him. 

The time of this conference will be 3.30 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 27th at 2, Amen Court, E.C. 4. 

Yours sincerely, 

L. John Collins, 

P.S. Information for Photographers: Mr. Gardiner will 
arrive back from South Africa at London Airport 
(North) on the South African Airways plane, Flight 
S.A. 218, due to land at 11.35 a.m. on"Sunday, 
December 23rd. 



C H R I S T I A N A C T I O N 
CHAIRMAN: 
THE REVEREND 
CANON L. JOHN COLLINS 

T E L E P H O N E : C I T Y 6 8 6 9 

S E C R E T A R Y - . 
FREDA NUELL 

2 A M E N C O U R T . L O N D O N . E . C . 4 

22nd December 1956 

Dear Mr. News Editor, 

I would be very glad if you would kindly send a 
representative to meet Mr* Gerald Gardiner, Q,.C., on his 
return from South Africa. 

..... . Mr. Gardiner went out to South Africa for Christian 
Action, to observe at the preliminary hearing of the treason 
trials which opened in Johannesburg on Wednesday last, December 
19th. 

He was also authorised to observe on behalf of. the 
three political societies of lawyers in England, and of the 
General Council of the Bar of England. 

Mr. Gardiner will make a statement and will be 
pleased to answer any questions put to him. 

The time of this conference will be 3.30 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 27th at 2, Amen Court, E.C. 4. • 

Mr. Gardiner will arrive back from South Africa at 
London Airport ;(North) on the South African Airways plane, 
Flight S.A. 218, due to land at 11.35 a.m. on Sunday, December 
23rd.' 

. Yours sincerely, . 

^ . C J ^ S 
L. John Collins. 



C H R I S T I A N A C T I O N 
CHAIRMAN: 
THE REVEREND 
CANON L. JOHN COLLINS 

S E C R E T A R Y - . 
FREDA NUELL 

T E L E P H O N E : C I T Y 6 8 6 9 2 A M E N C O U R T , L O N D O N . E . C . 4 

24th January, 1957. 

We are arranging a public meeting at the Central 
Hall, Westminster, on Monday, Febuuary 4th, at 7.30 p.m., 
in support of our South African Defence and Aid Fund, 
the purpose of which is to gain further support for 
the fund, p 

I am delighted to be able"->to say that Father 
Huddleston will be present to speak, together with Mr. 
Gerald Gardiner, who will speak in relation to his visit 
to South Africa for the preliminary trials in 
Johannesburg, Mr. Jo Grimond, Mr. James Callaghan and 
Mr, Fenner Brockway, 

It would be the greatest possible help in making 
this meeting a success if you could be present on the 
platform. It has been necessary to arrange the meeting 
at very short notice; but in the hope, nevertheless, 
that it may be possible for you to join us on this 
occasion I enclose two platform tickets for your use. 

P.S, Following upon my letter yesterday, I now 
enclose further letter(s) for the press whioh 
I much hope you will be willing to sign; also 
an envelope for its return. 



C H R I S T I A N A C T I O N 
SECRETARY: 

FREDA NUELL 
2 A M E N C O U R T . L O N D O N . E . C . 4 

26th January 1357 

My dear Sir, 

The racial situation in South Africa continues to 
deteriorate and remains a great burden to the Christian 
conscience. Christian Action, as probably you will have 
seen, is raising a fund to provide for the legal defence 
of the 156 opponents of apartheid recently arrested on 
charges of subversive activities against the state, and 
to aid their families. We hope also to help to keep the 
conscience of the world alive to the issues at stake. 

We are in close touch with the Fund set up in South 
Africa under the trusteeship of the Bishop of Johannesburg, 
Dr. Alan Paton and others, and including among its sponsors 
the Archbishop of Capetovm and Dr. J.B. Webb, ex President 
of the South African Methodist Conference. Money subscribed 
to the Christian Action fund will be distributed through and 
in consultation with this Committee. 

In support of this fund we are arranging a public 
meeting at the Central Hall, Westminster, on Monday, February 
4th at 7.30 p.m. At this meeting Father Huddleston will be 
present to speak, together with Mr. Gerald Gardiner, who will 
talk about his visit to South Africa for the Preliminary 
hearings, supported by other speakers from the sponsors of 
the fund. 

I would be immensely grateful if v/e might have your 
support for this meeting; and if you could draw the attention 

of your people to it, encouraging them to come, it would be of 
the greatest help. Tickets (2/6 reserved and numbered, l/-
unreserved) are now available from this address. 

It has been necessary to arrange this meeting at very 
short notice and anything you can do to make it know would be 
specially valuable. 

Yours sincerely, 
A • (A^U . 
L. John" Collins. P.T.O. for 

list of sponsors 

CHAIRMAN: 
THE REVEREND 
CANON L. JOHN COLLINS 

T E L E P H O N E : C I T Y 68hV 
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It was announced in London this evening that/trc?ec politi-
nas.ii. -cal societies or lawyer* in Sn^lahd had united to send 

Mr Gerald Gardiner 
preliminary hearing of the treason triale whiah openon ^ 
iJeanaaday, 19th I*oaaber. r 

Gerald a&rdiner, who ia an Sxeeutive member of the 
Qenerul aouncil of the .Bar off England, le authorised to eay 
that ho I d also observing on behalf off that body. 

Ur tfardiner left London on Saturday morning for discusa-
icna in Amsterdam with the International Coamlssion off Jurists, 
tie flaw on from Amsterdam on Sunday morning accompanied by 
Ur A.J.K. van Dal, Secretary General off the International 
Comaiseion and reached Johamiwaburg this (Monday) afternoon. 

Shore ia no possibility off Mr Gardiner or any other 
Commonwealth lawyer appearing for tne deffance, since by the 
rules in aouth Africa a barrister must pass an examination in 
Afrika ns before being allowed to appear in Court. Mr Card ins r 
will however a; vend the preliminary hearing: aa a le^al 
oba»rvsr and will on hie return report back to the 
organisations concerned oh the charges against the accused and on 
the evidence adduced to support them. 

i 
It was ;iaide clear that i£r Gardiner w«s attending 

solely in a legal capacity and dees not intend to stoke any 
statement in South Africa while the trial ia *aub judice". 

The action taken by the three eooietiee of lawyare 
ia indicative off the interest and concern ffolt throughout the 
world. Altogether 149 aan and woraan have been arrested and 
held in custody daring the last 10 days on uncpeciffie.5 charges 
of treasons. Among those arrested are two advocates briefed 
for the fence of those taken iuto cuatody dulling the first 
raids. These barristers are Mr Mokwe, the only African barrister 
allowed to practice in the Transvaal, and &r 3lovo, who 
a peered in th® a lieatians for ail before^ Justice 
lireelor. 

ma. 

For further information, as and when it becomes available, plsaa© 
contact the Spokesman for "Justice", Tel ChS -3420. 

K 



Mr. Gerald. Gardiner C., who has returned from 
Johannesburg \7here he has been watching the opening of the 
preliminary proceedings of the Gouth African treason trials, 
said to-day:-

"I have not expressed any opinion \vhatever in South 
.Africa. I have merely been watching the proceedings on 
behalf of Christian action, of which I am a member, the 
Bar Council, the Inns of Court Conservative and Unionist 
.Society, the society of Labour Lawyers, and the association 
of Liberal Lawyers. I have seen and talked to leading 
members of the Johannesburg Bar, the Bishop of Johannesburg 
and others representing different points of view. 

Y/hile I can express no personal opinion on the subject 
the view of those best qualified to judge is that the 
Nationalist party now in power in .oouth Africa has made 
some judicial appointments otherwise than on merit, I 
did not meet a lawyer who was not gravely disturbed at 
what he regarded as the consequent lowering in the standard 
of the Bench. Moreover the definitions of -'communism" and 
•'communist" in the Suppression of Communism ^cts are so 
wide that the Acts could be used to oppress any citizen who 
opposes the policy of apartheid - that is to say who opposes 
the party in power. In addition, if a man is put on 
certain lists - a process which results in the loss of 
fundamental civil rights - he is presumed by law to have 
been rightly so listed unless he proves the negative. 
7/hen in addition trial by jury is abolished in a case such 
as the present, and the Government is entitled to have it 
tried by a special Court, it will be realised how far what 
we ordinarily call civil liberties are in question. 



'The accused include a number of prominent Christians 
both. European and non-European, and the Bishop of 
Johannesburg has organised a fund (the Trustees of which 
are the Bishop, Mr. Alan Paton, author of "Cry, The 
Beloved Country''1, the .ion. Frank Lucas, a former Judge, and 
Mrs. Ellen Eellman of the Institute of Kace Relations) 
supported by the archbishop of Cape Town, the Bishop of 
Durban and others in order, to use their own words, ''That 
all the accused should be able to secure the best legal 
representation available and that during the course of 
what probably will be lengthy proceedings, their families 
and dependants may be protected from hardship and suffering 

Thile most of those who have so far subscribed to the 
fund in iouth Africa have felt obliged to do so in pound 
notes, because no one lcnows which of the opponents of the 
party in power will be the next to be attacked, it is 
hoped that no one in this country will feel similarly 
obliged. • . 

t̂t/v̂ y S 
Christian action, which is in close touch vith the 

A 

Bishop of Johannesburg, has opened a fund here to provide 
legal defence, to help the families and to assist to 
secure a fair trial, and contributions may be sent to them 
at 2 Amen Court, E.C.4." 



PRESS STATEMENT. 

CHRISTIAN ACTION 

Fund for I>gal Defence, etc. in South Africa. 
Press Conference on return 
of Gerald Gardner, Q.C., 
from South Africa. 

Chairman: Canon L. John Collins. 
C I f f l l / t ! . [/) tY-t ST/f Tt/h s / r ; . 

CHRISTIAN ACTION follows a consistent policy in regard 
to the racial problems in South Africa. 

Immediately the news was received of the arrest of 140 
South Africans (European and Non-European) on charges of treason 

^ Christian Action, with the full support of the iuoveinent for 
CollblTral̂ Freedom j established a Fund for the following purposes :-î u' ^ 

a) To provide for legal defence for the accused. 

b) To give practical assistance to the dependants 
of those arrested, the majority of whom are 
Africans. 

c) To ensure, as far as possible, a fair trial for 
the arrested persons. 

In pursuit of the third purpose,, Christian Action sponsored 
the visit of Mr. Gerald Gardner, Q.C. to South Africa, to observe/ 
the preliminary hearings in Johannesburg. 

We are in the closest touch with those responsible for the 
Fund now being raised in South Africa, under the inspiration of 
th'-i Bishop of Johannesburg. Distribution of money subscribed to 
the Christian Action fund will be effected through the Committee 
of the South African fund. 

\ 
Christian Action^ r ii Ir'n hho-uid of ll-KJ tiiULiib-rOT Colonial 

frofuHo'm̂  ha§» invited a number of people to act as a panel of 
adalAers and sponsors for this fund, and up to the present, the 
following have agreed to serve :-

Clu 

- f t n l l AimPFa-U1-1 Jt><ir,e,rfj ~>c i t t U M j 

C h h t < « « /fcrW, 

Mr, 'villiaffl-*- Plpeier .(ĴP 
&ar£-Russell.\uk>! 

— M l t J — f a — 

c c v. 

£ j K p ^ ^ r i if V K^-S 



Collection: 1956 Treason Trial 
Collection number: AD1812 

PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:- Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:- Johannesburg 
©2011 

LEGAL NOTICES: 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 
African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 
otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 
owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 
copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes 
contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these 
digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained herein 
is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University 
of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the 
University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes any and all liability for 
any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any related information 
on third party websites accessible from this website. 


