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31 October 1584

Dear Madam/Sir

All indications point to a deepening crisis in South Africa. The 
government seems to be increasingly less willing to address the 
just demands of our people and is becoming more reliant on repre
ssive and para-military measures.

Thus, their refusal to address the demands of the Vaal Civic Assoc
iation for affordable rentals and their refusal to accede to the 
demands of high school students serve only to exacerbate the conflict. 
Clearly, in the context of this conflict, military maneouvres like 
Operation Palmiet amount to acts of bravado and not solutions to the 
problem. The decision to allow Conmunity Councillors to establish 
their own police force must be seen in exactly the same light.

Democratic popular organisations like the UDF and its affiliates have 
been met v.ith teh same 'kragdadigheid'. Minister Le Grange's threat 
to ban the UDF is an example of this. We believe that the threat was 
not executed only because it was inopportune for the governrnent tc 
take such an arbitrary action at that point. However, we see the effect 
of the threat played out in different ways. Firstly, more UDF officials 
are being sought by the Security Police , possibly for a further wave 
of detentions. Secondly, the government is now using its surrogate 
bantustan leaders tc execute Le Grange's threats. The UDF, CCSAS and 
AZASO have now been banned in the Transkei. Mere recently, Gatshe 
Buthelezi's war-mongering indicate that more such acts might be in the 
pi peline.

In essence, this amounts to full-sccle war on the UDF and, indeed, on 
the people of South Africa. All of this is geared to silencing the 
democratic voice of the people.

The UDF urges you to bring these facts, and the context within which they 
occur, under the attention of your government. We would highly appreciate 
it if your government could voice their protest with the South African 
government.

Thank yct, ir. enticipaticr..

Yours faithfully

Trevor Manuel
Acting General Secretary
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