
/ty*.

P . 3 .  6 5 8 0 / 4 4 .

jftanioar uan bie ?£<?raie JfHinieW 

^riute 0 lim ,8 ter’$

P R E T O R I A ,  

1 8 th  August,  1944,

Dear S i r ,

Tlie R ig h t  Honourable the Prime M i n i s t e r  

d i r e c t s  me t o  acknowledge r e c e i p t  o f  your l e t t e r  o f  the  

1 5 t h  i n s t a n t  and to  say t h a t  as he i s  v ery  f u l l y  occupied 

w i th  o t h e r  d u t i e s  a t  p r e s e n t ,  he would a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  

he could r e c e i v e  a copy o f  your study o f  the  A t l a n t i c  

C h a r t e r ,  b e f o r e  an i n t e r v i e w  i s  c o n s i d e r e d .

Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,

The P r e s i d e n t - G e n e r a l ,
A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  C o n g re ss ,  

1 0 4 ,  End S t r e e t ,
JOHANNESBURG.
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NATAL AFRICAN CONGRESS

P.O Box 154 ,
D U R B A N .

t 9 th  August 1944 .

Rev. J .  C a la ta ,  /! 1
General S e c r e ta r y  A .N .C ., r  
P.O C R A D 0 C K . C /P ,

Dear S i r (

I cn c lo s e  herew ith  a c u t t in g  from th e  “I la n g a  Lase Natal"  

o f  th e  1 9 th  in s ta n t  in  co n n cctio n  w ith th e  del i t e r  a t  ions h eld  a t  

Johannesburg on th e  1 2 th  Idem. A reading o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  w il l  no 

doubt show you th a t  t h i s  p u rp o rts  to  be a re p o r t  o f  th e  d iscu ssio n s  

and d e l ib e r a t io n s  upon c e r t a i n  q u estio n s a f f e c t i n g  tn e  o rg a n is a tio n  

o f  Congress in  N a ta l ,  and th e  d e c is io n s  a r r iv e d  a t  th ereo n  by the

i "C e n tra l  E x e cu tiv e ?

ab S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  provi t c ia l  o rg a n is a t io n  I am w ritin g  to

fin d  out whether th e  f a c t s  as s t a te d  i n  t h i s  c u t t in g  a re  a c o r re c t

r e c o rd  o f  what t r a n s p ir e d  a t  th a t  m eeting.

Whether t h i s  i s  a  c o r r e c t  re c o rd  or n o t, w il l  you kindly  

send me per r e tu r n  o f  post a  co-nplcte copy o f  th e  minutes o f  tn a t  

m eeting , o r ,  i f  t h a t  w i l l  be to o  much f o r  you send a complete  

d e t a i l  e x c e rp t  o f  t h a t  p o r t io n  which a p p lio s  to  th e  su b je ct  m atter

o f  t h i s  c u t t i n g .

In view o f  t : e  very  g re a t  im portance and s e r io u sn e ss  of  th i

s m a tte r ,  my (Hairman and I .  in tend  to  convene a  s p e c ia l  emergency

e x e c u tiv e  m eeting , and i f  n e c e s s a ry ,  a  s p e c ia l  gen&ral mooting to

co n sid e r  t h i s  r e p o r t .

I s h a ll  be o b lig ed  i f  you would k in d ly  accede to  t h i s

re q u e st  imm ediately on r e c e i p t  o f  t n i s  l e t t e r .

I am sending a copy o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  to  th e  P re sid e n t

General f o r  h i s  in fo rm a tio n .

Yours f r a t e r n a l l y ,
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TRUMPET CivLL TO YOUTH!

The hour of youth has s tru c k !  As the f o r c e s  of N ational Lib
e r a t io n  gath er  momentum, the c a l l  to youth to c lo se  ranks in order to con
s o l id a te  the National Unity F ro n t ,  becomes more urgent and im perative.

1944 marks an epoch in the s tru g g le  of the Black peoples of^
South A f r i c a .  A dramatic turnin g-p oin t in the h is to r y  of mankind, s ig 
nalled  by t:ie global war now be inp waged, presents a c la r io n  c a l l  to the 
youth of the Sub-Continent, to  r a l l y  round the banner of the N ational  
L ib e ra tio n  Movement, so as to galvanise  and v i t a l i s e  the N ational S t r u ^ l e ,

The CONGRESS YOUTH LEAGUE, t h e r e f o r e , summons 'a l l  youth fr«'m the 
Reef, th e  Transvaal and neighbouring re g io n s ,  to a mass YOUTH CONFERENCE 
t r  be held a t  the Bantu Men's 'v'-cial C en tre , E lo f f  S t r e . t  E x ten sio n , a t  
1 . m, on Sunday, 10th  Septemi r ,  1944.

A United A frican  Youth Fron t should bn achieved.

The speakers w il l  be:

1 .  Dr. A. B. Xuma.

2 .  Mr. R. V. Selope Thema,
M.R.C.

3 .  Mr. J .  M. Nhlapo, B.A.
4 . Miss Ncakeni,
5 .  Mr. D. Tloome.
6. Mr. C. S. Ramohanoe,
7 .  Rev. A. Mahabane.
8 .  Isfr. 0 .  R. Thambo.

The agenda w il l  include

(a) D iscussion and Adoption of Rules and R egulations,
(b) E l e c t i o n  of o f f i c e - b e a r e r s .

AFRICAN YOUTH! DO NOT MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY.’ I
C'Jlffi IN YOUR HUNDREDS!

"The f a u l t  i s  not in our s t a r s ,
But in  ourselves th a t  we are  u n d e r l in g s .”

"The place of youth in the National  
S t r u g g l e " .

"O rigin and H istory  of Conr-ress".

"Education in our N ational S tru g g le " .  
"The part of Women in our s t r u g g le " .  
"Youth and trad e  unionism."
"The A n ti-P ass  S tru g g le” . 
" C h r is t ia n i ty  and Youth Problems". 
"Our Congress Youth League."

Issued by the P ro v is io n al  E xecu tiv e  Committee of the Congress Youth League, 
P . 0 .  Box 9207 , Johannesburg.__________________________________ ____ _ _______________
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JOHANNESBURG JOINT COUNCIL OF EUROPEANS AND AFRICANS

. Telegrams: u b u n t u ,  J o h a n n e s b u r g  Phone: 44-3781, Ext. 78

^  P.O. Box 97, JOHANNESBURG

2 4 t h  AuSu s t > 1 9 4 4 ‘

Dr. A .B . Xuma, /&-*■—
104  End S t r e e t ,  ( J  Q

JOHANKESBURS.  ^

Dear Dr. Xuma,
[ \

I  am w r i t in g  t o  confirm  th e  arrangem ents which we made 
by telephone f o r  you t o  ad d ress  th e  J o i n t  C ouncil a t  i t s  
September m eeting on “The A fr ic a n  N atio n al C o n gress . '1

The m eeting w i l l  be on September 1 1 th  a t  7 .3 0  p.m. In 
th e  u su al  p l a c e .

With a l l  good w ish es.
Yours s i n c e r e l y ,

g ) . V ^ y cco Q . 

j  N.A. M itc h e ll
NAM/PDR. I*0  Hon. S e c r e t a r y .
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a  F H I  G a '  N N A T- 1 0  U A L C O N  G' B E* S' 3

(Orlando Branch)

P .O . Box 9317^  • ±J\J C7 0 JL r ft
JOHANNESBURG.

th  August, 1944
»

The P r e s id e n t - G e n e r a l ,  
A fr ic a n  N a t io n a l  C o ng ress , 
1 0 4  End S t r e e t ,
JOHjjNN ESBURG.

Dear S i r ,

t h e  A f r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  Congress h a s  c o n s id e re d  and brought under 
d i s c u s s i o n  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n  Housing Problem s,  more 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  p r o v i s i o n  i n  th e  Urban Areas 
A c t  o f  1 9 2 3 ,  which empowers L o c a l  A u t h o r i t i e s  to provide  
h o u s in g  accommodations to  A f r i c a n s  l i v i n g  under fa m i ly  l i f e  in  
t h e  Urban A r e a s .

A f t e r  a thorough and c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th e  t,i n iJ.i u t a i  
p o s i t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n  f a m i l i e s  i n  th e  M u n ic ip a l  Townships and 
L o c a t i o n s ,  my E x e c u t i v e  i s  f o r c e d  to  th e  c o n c l u s i o n t h a t  the 
p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  under which hou ses  are  provided  to  A f r i c a n s  
by l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a re  no more than a means o f  k eep in g  the 
African a t e n a n t  in p e r p e t u i t y .  Vye also recognise the  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e r e  are  A f r i c a n s  who have s i n c e  been f o r  th e  l a s t  15 
y e a r s  t e n a n t s  i n  th e  .Municipal  Townships,  during which p er io d  
th e y  have f a i t h f u l l y  met t h e i r  monthly r e n t a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  f o r  
th e  purpose o f  h o u s in g  p r o t e c t i o n  to  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  no 
sooner  do th ey  f i n d  th em se lv e s  unemployed and th e r e b y  f a i l i n g  
to  meet t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  two months, than 
th e y  r e c e i v e  a f l o o d  o f  t h r e a t s  which are  always fo l low ed 
by t o t a l  e j e c t m e n t .

Under t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  which are  forming our n a t i o n a l  
l i f e  i n  th e  Urban A r e a s ,  we f e e l  t h a t  some form o f  s e c u r i t y  
which l e a d s  to  th e  u l t i m a t e  r i g h t  o f  ownership on the  p a r t  
o f  t e n a n t s  who have p a i d  t h e i r  r e n t a l s  c o v e r in g  th e  amount 
o f  redemption should be g u a ra n teed  by L o c a l >A u t h o r t i e s .  My 
E x e c u t iv e  d e s i r e s  me to  r e q u e s t  you to  be k in d  enough to  
a rra n g e  an i n t e r v i e w  between you and i t s  members a t  any time 
and p l a c e  co n v e n ie n t  to  you f o r  th e  purpose o f  d i s c u s s i n g  
and o b t a i n i n g  more i n fo r m a t i o n  and guidance on t h e s e  problems.

I  s h a l l  be g r a t e f u l  to  g e t  an e a r l y  r e p l y ,

RE: AFRICN HOUSING PROBLEMS.

I n  i t s  M eetin g  o f  th e  E x e c u t iv e ,  th e  Orlando Branch o f
m  i *  i  n  *1 • t  -i *  *1 » .

Yours  v ery  t r u l y ,



J t f r i r a n  l i a t i n n a l  C o n g r e s s

jAH ffiommimiratimiB in be 
abbresseb to the ^ecreiarg

(TRANSVAAL PROVINCE)

f\>^
o Rosenberg Arcade

58, Market Street, 
JOHANNESBURG.

2 9 t h .  August
.194...

The P r e s i d e n t - G e n e r a l , 
A fr ic a n  N a t io n a l  C ongress ,  
1 0 4 ,  End S t r e e t ,  
D o o rn fo n te in ,
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear S i r ,

RE : GENERAL CONFERENCE ( PROVINCIAL) •

I  am w r i t i n g  to  in form  you t h a t  th e  
P r o v i n c i a l  E x e c u t i v e  Committee o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  N4 i o n a l  Congress,  
has  d i r e c t e d  me to  k in d ly  r e q u e s t  you to  o f f i c i a l l y  open the  
P r o v i n c i a l  C o n feren ce ,  to  be h e ld  in  th e  Communal H a l l ,  Orlando 
Tovmship, Johannesburg ,  from Saturday th e  3 0 th ,  September to 
Monday th e  2nd, October  19 4 4 .

We have arranged t h a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  opening be at 2 . 0 0 , p . m .  
or as soon as p o s s i b l e  t h e r e a f t e r .

Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,

\

)
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NATIONAL ANTI-PASS COUNCI L (Working Commit1 ^e).

Dear Frien d ,

Since the National A nti-Pass  Conference, the  work of the A n ti-  
Pass Campaign has been going on. Meetings have been held from Cape Town 
to Sibasa -  a t  many towns and inland areas -  a t  P r e t o r i a ,  Bloemfontein, 
Springs, Elsburg, A lberton and L u ip aafd sv le i.

Fine re p o rts  of the a c t i v i t i e s  of A nti-Pass Committees a t  v a r
ious areas  have reached u s . Signed A nti-Pass p e t i t i o n  forms are  coming in 
in larg e  numbers. Thousands of -^nti-Pass bridges have been so ld , and orders  
are  coming in fo r  more p e t i t i o n  forms and badges. Many l i t t l e ,  known areas  
are working. Members of our committee have v i s i t e d  these areas  and others  
are asking fo r  information as to how they may a s s i s t  or take p a rt  in the 

■ Campaign.

• Although much has been accomplished, we f e e l  th a t  an extension  of 
time is necessary to give an opportunity to  many people and areas  to play 
th e ir  f u l l  p art  in the campaign. We th e re fo re  inform members of the 
Council, Congress Branches, A nti-Pass  Committees and our workers to inform 
the people in th e ir  a reas  t h i t  the time of the p resen ta tio n  of the petition.'? 
has been portponed u n t i l  fu rth er  n o t ic e .

»fe want more A nti-Pass  p e t i t i o n  forms to be signed with name, and
addresses and more A nti-Pass  Badges sold .

i t

Badges can be sold and A nti-Pass  p e t i t i o n  forms signed a t  th e a te s ,  
wo* _ing p la c e s ,  during lunch hour, a t  churches and othe^ public p laces  and 
fv .ons.

You w il l  be glad to know th a t  the Tr*~nskeian General Council 
(Bunga), rep resen tin g  over a m ill io n  people, has passed a re s o lu tio n  c a l l in g  
for the a b o l i t io n  of the pass laws. The Native R ep resentative  Counci'l , a t  
i t s  l a s t  meeting in P r e t o r i a ,  unanimously passed a re s o lu tio n  fo r  the abol
i t io n  of the pass laws and r e g is te r e d  i t s  support f o r  the Bunga and the Nat
ional A nti-Pass  Campaign.

V  Yours f r a t e r n a l l y ,  »

Dr. A. B Xumn -  Chairman.

Booape -  S ecretr-ry .

P. 0 .  Box 5569j 
JOHANNESBURG.

29th August, 1944.

ff «»
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THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

Treasurer-General:
R. G . BA LO Y I. M.R.C., 
P.O. Box 30, Bergvlei, 

Johannesburg.

Honorary Officers:

H O U S E  O F  C H IE F S .  

GOVERNORS:

(Founded in 1112)

Motto: R IG H T  N O T  M IG H T . F R E E D O M  N O T  SE R F D O M .

A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  O F F IC E R S .

Secretary-General:
Rev. JAS. A. CA LAT A ,

P.O. Cradock, C.P.
Assistant Secretary-General:

W . B. N G A K A N A ,
"Lu n ga le gw ab a " Hostel,
Orlando, Johannesburg

President-General:

Dr. A. B. X U M A , M.D., D.P.H., 
104, End Street, 
Johannesburg.

3 1 / o /

Speaker:

R. V. SELO PE-TH EM A, M .R.C. 
14, Perth Road, Westdene, 
Johannesburg.

Deputy Speaker:
M r. S. M A C .  LEPO LESA ,
637, Batho Location. 
Bloemfontein.

Senior Chaplain:
Rev. Z. R. M A H A B A N E ,  
Kroonstad, O.F.S.

N A T IO N A L  EXECUTIVE

P R O V IN C IA L  PRESIDENTS:

Cape  African Congress:

M r. A . F R A N K  PEN D LA ,
New Brighton,
Port Elizabeth.

Natal Native Congress:

Dr J. L. DUBE, Ph.D., M.R.C.. 
O h lan ge  Institute,
Phoenix, Natal.

O.F.S. African Congress:

Mr. T. M . M A P IK E L A ,  M.R.C., 
1437, Com m unity Avenue, 
Bloemfontein.

Transvaal African Congress:

Mr. S. P. M A T SE K E  (Deceased). 
AD V ISO R S:

Chiefs:

Dr. P. ka I. SEM E, B.A., LL.D. 
Komkulu Pte. Bag,
M babane, Swaziland.

Education:

Mr. Z. K. M A T T H EW S. M.A., LL.B. 
Fort Hare C o lle ge  
Alice, C.P.

Locations:

Mr. R. H. G O D L O .  M .R.C.
68, St. Paul’s Road.
East London.

Lands:

Mr. A . W . G . C H A M P IO N ,  
i9, O ld  Dutch Road,
Durban.

Labour:

M r. E. T. M O F U T S A N Y A N A ,
74, Progress Buildings, 
Com m issioner Street, 
Johannesburg.

Social Welfare:

M r. A . J. S I LI LO, M.R.C.,
P.O. Box 154, Durban.

Law Advisor:

Mr. LEO . M T IM K U L U .
Baunanville Location,
Somtseu *o a d ,
Durban.

Organisational Propagandists:
Mr. J. N H L A P O  B.A.,
P.O. W ilberforce,
Evaton, Transvaal.

M r. S A M  SESED I,
716, Makenna Street,
O ff Barkley Road,
Kimberley.

The Right Honourable#
The Prime Minister 
yield iier3he.l,J.C,Smuts,
Union B u ild in g e ,
P r e t o r i a .  ~ r

Right Honourable S i r ,
r ® Study A t la nt i c  C h a rta r  by A friccn g t

In complainoe with the d e s ir e  o f  the  Right 
Honourable th e  Prime M in is te r  to  see a copy of  
the A fricfn a *  Study o f  th e  A t l a n t i c  C h a rte r  before  
arra n g in g  f o r  an in te rv ie w  with r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  of  
my C ongress, I hi v e  th e  honour to cn clo se  herew ith  
a copy o f  th a t  study.

I beg to s t f t e  th a t  the document i s  an con- 
sid e re d  opinion o f  e most r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  .National 
CoBBaittee o f  lead in g  A fr ic a n s  and the  accep ted  ex
p re s s io n  o f  the  A f r ic a n s ’ ide« o f  a new vorld o rd e r .  
I t  was unanimously adopted by the Annual Conference 
o f  the A fr ic a n  Ji.’i t i o n a l  Congress a t  Bloem fontein  
December, 19-45.

X hope th e  Rig; t  Honourable the  Prime M in is te r  
w ill  stt* h id  way c l e a r  to  g ra n t our req u est f o r  the  
in te rv ie w .

I ata»
Right Honourable s i r ,  
Yours •»ery r e s p e c t f u l l y ,

a  £

to-



D I R E C T O R S  :

N .  B .  T A N T S I ,
M A N A G I N G  D I R E C T O R

A . B .  X U M  A, m .o .
D I C K  M A T H O L E .
F .  M .  M A R E K A .  
K G O M O  M A S I M O L A .
V .  V .  M B O B O .  a . a .
H . H .  L E K H E T H O A ,  a a .

4  4  0< \02,

LIBERTY PR IN TIN G  i PU B LI/H IN G  CO. (PTY) LTD
P R I N T E R S -  P U B L IS H E R S  - BO O KBIND ER S.

%
^ 3 2 5  A S I A T I C  B A Z A A R ,  

PRETOR IA .

2nd September,  1944 .

D r . A. B . Xuma .
104 End S t r e e t ,
Joh a n n esb u rg .

Dee r  Dr. Xuma,

The A t l a n t i c  C h a r t e r  and 

th e  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s  w i l l  be ready f o r  

d e l i v e r y  n e x t  week and we s h a l l  esteem i t  

a g r e a t  fa v o u r  t o  r e c e i v e  your cheque,  f o r  

th e  sum o f  £ 1 6 0 .  1 5 / - .

y o u r s  F a i t h f u l l y



( r  W Q i c i

P . S . 6 5 8 0 /4 4 .

Jtartioor uan b*e JEeraie $Hini&ier 
|frtnu ffix ra e itr ’g  (®££ice,

PRETORIA,

4 th  September, 1 9 4 -4 ,

Dear S i r ,

I t  i s  my p r i v i l e g e  to  acknowledge f o r  

General Smuts the r e c e i p t  o f  your l e t t e r  o f  the  

3 1 s t  of  A ugust, and to  thank you f o r  th e  annexure t h e r e t o ,  

your study o f  the A t l a n t i c  C h a r te r .

Your l e t t e r  and the annexure a r e  having

a t t e n t i o n .

Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,

PRIVATE S ECRETARY.

The P r e s id e n t-G e n e ra l ,
A f r ic a n  Committee on A t l a n t i c  C h a r te r ,  

Box 1 0 4 .  JOHANNESBURG.
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“ . . . and do not think that victory in this war will see also the 
immediate defeat and disappearance of the forces o f Fascism  — 

Benedetto Croce (In an interview after the fall of Rome.)



CAMPAIGN FOR RIGHT AND JUSTICE
“With malice towards none, with firmness in the Right, as God 

gives us to see the Right, let us strive on to finish the zvork zve arc 
in ; to bind up the Nation’s wounds, to care fo r  him w ho shall have 
borne the battle and fo r  his widow and his orphan; to \do all which 
may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves 
and\ with all Nations . . .  In giving freedom  to the slave, zve assure 
freedom  to the free, honourable in what zve give and zvhat we 
preserve . . . Why should there not be a patient confidence in the 
ultimate Justice o f  the people? L et us have faith  that Right m akes 
M ight; and in that faith let us to the end dare to do our duty as we 
understand it”—Abraham Lincoln.

"The tragedy is that while zve are seeking to destroy Nazism  
in its home, zve are'allowing the German cells o f  Nazism— intoler
ance, racial prejudice and thinking zvith the blood to infect our 
own National life”—Mr. iHofmeyr ( Kimberley, 7th July, 1944.)

DANGER THREATENS.
The statements of such responsible and well informed people as 

the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, and the Minister of 
Lands, Sen. Conroy, make it clear that there are forces at work in 
South Africa which intend to establish the domination of a  minority 
group to the social, economic and political detriment of the majority 
of peoples in South Africa. These forces working through their 
parties and organisations, some of which are secret, some open, 
mean to achieve their objective of State Power by stimulating race 
hatred, and colour prejudices, disrupting trade union organisations, 
spreading the doctrine of anti-semitism, and using the bogey 
of Communism,—the very methods by which Hitler came to power.

Their plan is clear. By creating dissatisfaction among the 
people and by preventing progressive plans of reconstruction be
ing put into effect, they hope to create sufficient economic and 
political chaos and ill-feeling to be able to gain control of the 
Government at the next election. Hence they propagate the idea 
that economic chaos arises because of the war, attributing the 
blame to the present Government and the Jews. Once in power 
they will contend that they have no obligations or promises to 
fulfil towards the returned soldiers or thos6 who are are responsible 
for supporting the war. If, however, they should fail to obtain their 
control by constitutional means, then they do not consider it be
yond the bounds of possibility to take control b,y means of a coup 
d'etat. For this they have organised themselves on a  fascist basis. 
The menace is real. Important Government positions are occu
pied by their members. Churches and Schools, cultural and 
youth organisations are being made the vehicles of racial doc-



trine and untruthful propaganda, fostering prejudice and ani
mosity amongst different sections of the community. They have 
the support of powerful financial interests. Their, propaganda is 
widely circulated through their press and by means or pamphlets 
and books which are published in great number and distiibuted 
throughout the length and breath of the country. Political mass 
meetings are held regularly and every possible and available 
opportunity is taken to spread their ideology. Among the Afri
kaners they,stress colour and race prejudices, nanowness of 
nationalism and raise the Communist bogey. Among the Eng
lish-speaking people their propaganda lays stress on anti-semi- 
tism and the growth of Jewish commercial concerns. Attempts 
are being made to disrupt existing legal trade union organisations.
Their hypocritical and false slogans of national socialism and anti
capitalism are constantly used in order to gain support of the 
workers.

"Poverty and fear are the enemies of ordered progress, and 
the breeding ground for racialism, anti-semitism and internal strife, 
which, reinforced by propaganda, could assume menacing pro
portions in South Africa. They are the products of a  decade that 
is closing, and constitute a  threat, not only to established living stan
dards but to religious freedom, to the trade unions, and to other 
democratic institutions. Science and industry can now be said 
to have transformed the problem of scarcity into a  problem of 
abundance, and it should be our aim to develop to the full all our 
human and industrial resources. Only then shall we be able* to 
find our way forward to peaceful reconstruction and social ad
vance.

If we are to achieve this, the initial tasks of reconstruction 
must be undertaken NOW, and the facts of the present situation 
must be faced with determination."*

Unfortunately Government circles, while well aware of the 
danger, are doing little to counteract if, by constructive measures. 
Commissions of enquiry are held, control boards are set up, 
schemes put into blue print, but little is done to carry any plans 
into effect. 'The Government's failure to act in order to avert 
danger, only aggravates the situation and is fostering the growth 
of this danger.

The Government's attitude towards industrial legislation and > 
non-European trade unions, its policy of mass arrests of hundreds 
of workers, which disorganise the delivery of social necessities, 
add greatly to the already existent dissatisfied element within the 
ranks of the people. The standard of living of masses of Europeans

•Extracts from  declaration by the C a m p a ig n  for R ight and  Justice, the S.A. Trades and 
Labour Council and the Transvaal Teachers' A ssoc ia tion  conven ing a Conference on National 
Reconstruction 1944:—



and non-Europeans is rapidly deteriorating. The wave of crime is 
increasing.

Conditions for the anti-democratic elements are becoming 
more and more favourable. Temporary squabbles among the 
subversive forces are not to be taken seriously. It is only to be 
remembered that similar squabbles existed in Nazi Germany but 
that did not prevent Nazism from obtaining power.

Complacency and lack of militant action on the part of liberal 
minded people are equally responsible. The old idea of "it can't 
happen here" is prevalent in internal politics and merely serves 
to hasten disaster. The menace is great. Urgent united action 
is necessary.
A NEW UNITED FRONT.

Detailed scientific analysis has been made to determine why 
the forces of Progress failed in 1932 Germany in the fight against 
Nazism. The verdict is unanimous: There was no methodically 
organised central direction; there was no political and propaganda 
General Staff competent to fight with intellectual weapons; it 
seemed impossible to achieve ideological unity among the leaders 
of the different movements.

All felt the need for an immediate, common, co-ordinated cam
paign of action. But in the heat of ideological dispute and specu
lation that action programme was never formulated.

In South Africa attempts to set up a  United Anti-Fascist Front 
failed for the same reasons.

If the mistakes of that period are repeated there will again 
be inevitable failure in the Post War struggle against Fascism.
UNITY OF DOCTRINE:

It is not an immediate possibility—and it is not necessary— 
to secure complete unity of political philosophy for all the forces of 
progress, ranging from the Communist Party on, the extreme Left, 
through the Socialist, Labour, Trade Union and Liberal ranks to 
the liberal elements of the United Party on the Right. The most 
that can be hoped for now is criticism, discussion and understand
ing of the ideological foundations of the different forces and organi
sations in the Anti-Fascist Front.

Such work should tend to greater unity of doctrine, but only 
as a  long-term development.
UNITY OF ACTION:

An alliance of popular and progressive forces in the Union 
of South Africa can best b e  achieved by all the constituent bodies 
uniting in ac.ion for the achievement of a  short term programme 
upon which all are agreed.



Since the Campaign for Right and Justice is a  co-ordinating 
movement, it will not attempt to canvass a  large membership or 
to set up a  mass organisational structure ol it3 own. The work 
will be through the machinery provided by the constituent bodies 
attending the Annual Conference or subscribing to the Programme 
as formulated from time to time.

The unifying factor is the) Immediate Programme of Action— 
the agreement of all the organisations and their members that 
there is a  certain job to be done and that they can stand together 
in doing it, or, on the negative side, that there is an enemy to be 
defeated by united action.

The programme and the proposed action will be formulated by 
the Planning Committee elected b y  the Executive and submitted 
through the Executive to the constituent bodies.

Only such bodies as agree to the programme will participate 
in the subsequent Campaign which the Council will organise.

In drawing up the Programme the Planning Committee will 
attempt to make it of such a  nature that the largest number of 
bodies can participate. Since the programme is immediate in its 
aims it will b e  of such a  nature that with adequate propaganda 
and organisation to back the demands the Government at present 
in power will be able to accept its recommendations.

This aspect of the work will give definite tasks to allied bodies 
and individuals in furthering specific advances.

But unity of action must also be secured in defence. Any 
member attacked e.g., a  trade union will notify the Council and 
have the right to demand united counter-action by the whole of 
the Campaign organisation in all the appropriate fields.

Planned action, however, needs militants to carry it into effect. 
It will bd the duty of the head office organisation of the Council, 
therefore, to keep records of the most enthusiastic individual mem
bers in the organisations allied to it, and also the technical means 
necessary to make immediate contact with them when mobilisation 
for a  particular plan is decided upon.

ORGANISATION:
PLANNING

Propaganda Action Executive Research Finance 
5 5 20 5 5

Central Council 
1

Conference
1. 2. 3. CONSTITUENT BODIES ETC. 1016 1017 1018



THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE:
The main object of the Annual Conference will b e to provide 

an opportunity for the expression of mass opinion to guide the 
Council and elected Committees; to facilitate popular criticism; to 
test membership opinion on systematically selected political pro
blems and thus to lay down a  general line for the executive and 
working Committees to follow during the ensuing year.
THE COUNCIL:

The Conference will delegate to the elected Council the power 
of carrying on the campaign when Conference is not in session.
THE EXECUTIVE:

The Council will elect an Executive of eleven members and 
give it the power of co-opting nine additional members, who need 
not b e members of the Council, for the purpose of forming the five 
working1 committees, providing that no executive decision will be 
valid if the majority consisted only of nominated members. Any 
of the working committees may consist entirely of nominated mem
bers provided only that its decision will be subject to approval 
by the Executive.
SUB-COMMITTEES:

The Planning Committee will be responsible for the formula
tion of the Programme of Action for approval by the Executive, 
and submission to the member organisations. The propaganda 
committee will use all technical facilities at its disposal for the 
publicising of the Programmd and the Action Committee will pro
vide the workers necessary for putting it into force. The work of 
the Research Committee will be to provide the Executive with 
factual information and expert advice. The Finance Committee 
will collect donations from constituent bodies and individuals and 
will recommend expenditure to the Executive.
THE PROGRAMME TIMING:

The first part of the programme will run from the beginning 
of October to the end or middle of December; the second part 
from the beginning of January for three or four months into the 
next parliamentary session.

It is essential tG remember that during this time the end of 
the war in Europe and the beginning of the Peace settlement are 
likely to be dominant events in the public mind.

PART L
It  is possible to carry on pow erful propaganda without viol

ating the moral principles which are the basis o f  human society’’ 
—Chakotin.

In view of the general trend of events as analysed in the first



part of the booklet, it is obvious that any programme of action 
on the part of such a  Campaign must be to achieve economic 
stability to promote racial harmony and goodwill among all the 
peoples destined to live in South Africa.

Every sane thinking person will have a  part to play and a 
duty to perform in this country in the coming critical period. The 
Campaign for Right and Justice will, therefore, devote itself to the 
following tasks:

(1) A propaganda drive to focus attention on the Campaign 
fon Right and Justice itself, with a  view not only to exposing the 
danger, but to mobilise the people to combat the danger.

(2) The exposure of every move made by the anti-democratic 
and reactionary forces aiming at post-war power.

(3) Criticism of the present Government's failure to take im
mediate action against subversive and disruptive organisations.

(4) To call upon the people to bring pressure to bear on the 
Government to take immediate steps to prohibit the holding of 
meetings by organisations which have as part of their programme 
organised race hatred, the destruction of democracy, and/or anti
democratic measures to establish the domination of one group 
over the whole.

(5) To call upon the Government to enforce legislation making 
it criminal for any organisation or individual to stir up race hatred 
and ill feeling between different peoples and races in South Africa.

(6) To call upon the Government to revise industrial legisla
tion so as to provide machinery for industrial conciliation and 
trade union organisation for all workers, European and non-Euro
pean alike.

(7) To urge the Government to rid itself of the bureaucratic 
and anti-democratic officials in certain Government departments, 
more particularly Control Boards, and to establish planned con
trol of commodities in the interests of the people as a  whole.

(8) To bring pressure to bear upon the Government to take 
up immediately recommendations made in regard to education, 
housing, health services, etc., by the various commissions such as 
the Smit Commission, the Elliott Commission, the Coloured Fact 
Finding Commission, the Mine W ages Commission, the Social and 
Economic Planning Report, etc. The S.A. Trades and Labour 
Council has also incorporated in its Workers' Charter recommen
dations of far reaching importance' in these spheres.

(9) To stimulate the establishment of Consumers' Co-operatives 
in rural and urban areas, more particularly among the poor people.

(10) Stimulation of prompt action on the Government's post
war plans and demobilisation schemes, especially on the lines of 
the first report of the S. & E.P.C.



Stimulation of action by the Government on plans for post 
war reconstruction calling upon both the people and the Govern
ment to develop to the full all our human and industrial resources.

(a) Exploitation of national material resources
The national resources of the. Union of South Africa include 

gold, base metals and products of agriculture. The present eco
nomy is built up largely on gold deposits which are a  wasting 
asset. In view of this it is necessary to develop progressively:

■ (i) the primary industries based upon coal, iron and other 
minerals.

(ii) the secondary industries utilising new scientific processes 
and industrial materials.

Particular attention must be given immediately to the land, and 
to the development of agriculture on a  scientific basis in order 
not only to increase the production of food but to uplift the general 
standards and productivity of the Native rural areas and of the 
impoverished sections of the European community.

(b) Human resources and the internal market
To remove the disabilities which are at present preventing the 

full utilisation of human recources in South Africa and thus in
crease the productive capacity of the Nation.

To increase the earning capacity of the workers, more parti
cularly unskilled workers so as to ensure the efficiency of produc
tion and to increase the purchasing power of the people.

The following are extracts dealing with this subject from the 
Anglican Synod Commission's report "The Church and Nation , 
1943:—

“The great mass o f  the people are very poor, the average in
come per head being only 2/- per head, o f  the population per day 77te 
fact that there are great inequalities o f  wealth causes the inci
dence o f  poverty to be heavier than this zvould suggest.

A mere redistribution o f  the present material income cannot 
in itself solve the problem o f  the poverty o f  the mass o f  the people 
There is an imperative need to increase the productiveness o f  our 
economic efforts.

Our least developed b ut most promising resources are our 
human resources. B u t  th ese  are being unnecessarily wasted. Thus 
we deprive the community o f  vast resources o f  skill and intelligence by 
confining our native population and a large proportion o f  other, non- 
Europeans to unskilled w ork ; and the extreme poverty o f  the great 
mass o f  the people is resulting in their progressive moral and physical 
deterioration.



I t  has been calculated that apart from  the Reserves, between  
two and three million natives are engaged in agriculture, most o f  
whom are working fo r  European masters, and that these are fo r  the 
most part underpaid and badly housed. ...Their wages have not been 
affected by any recent determinations or agreements. Such conditions 
are uneconomic and are therefore an obstacle to a necessary increase 
in production. Further, their inevitable tendency is ]to divert natives 
from  farm s to urban areas, with unfortunate residts to both.

AN  E S S E N T IA L  IN IT IA T IV E
Government and local authorities should lead the way in the 

improvement o f  zvages and conditions o f  employment; and no em
ployees in the Government Service, agriculture, the gold or any other 
industry should be excluded from  the operation o f  legislation designed 
to improve standards o f  wages and working1 conditions.

M IGRATO RY L A B O U R :

The wages situation is complicated by the fact that on the aver
age one\ third o f  the total number o f  natives employed on the gold 
mines are imported from  outside the Union and Protectorates. This 
has a depressing effect on the wages o f  all Union natives in all em
ployments. At the same time w e su ffer in the Union from  an under
employment o f  labour. The alleged shortage o f  labour ih mainly 
a shortage at low wages. The system o f  migratory labour in industrial 
and urban employment is generally wasteful, being damaging to the 
native in the reserves, and) leading to a very wasteful use o f  labour, 
so that w orkers are prevented by this system from  being worth a 
higher wage. The amount o f  such labour should be progressively re
duced.

W e do not overlook the fact that this system o f  labour is the 
cause o f  grave moral evils attendant upon the separation o f  men 
fron i their 'women-folk, and the grouping o f  them together in com
pounds. These evil results in themselves are enough to condemn 
the system.’’

SOCIAL SERVICES:
Housing, Education and Health Services, must be rapidly ex

tended for all the peoples of South Africa, European and non- 
European alike.

POLITICAL REPRESENTATION.
Political representation of non-Europeans in the Councils of the 

State should be increased. Until constitutional provision is made 
for this; in all matters affecting non-Europeans, they should be 
consulted through their various organisations.



Within the broad outlines of such a  social and economic pro
gramme scope could be found for the exercise of the legitimate 
rights and human aspirations of all sections of the people.

It is therefore to this end that the Campaign seeks to promote 
the widest possible alliance of all the popular and progressive 
forces throughout the country in face of a  growing danger. There 
is an urgent challenge to all right-minded people at this crucial 
moment in our history to co-operate actively in finding a  way for
ward from a  past which has been darkened by prejudice and 
fear; and to open up a  new era of mutual understanding and 
reasoned respect on the part of the peoples and races of South 
Africa.

Knowing what the inevitable consequences of failure must be, 
the Campaign appeals for the active support of all whose minds 
and consciences are moved to want to begin building now a hap
pier and more enlightened future for our country. Whatever 
their religion, their race or philosophy of life may be, there is a  re
sponsible part to be played by all in securing the scientific 
measures and means necessary to realise the great possibilties 
which the future holds.

Organisations wishing to take part in the Nation-wide pro
gramme of action which is now being planned are asked to com
municate immediately with the Executive Committee and to state 
whether they wish to be formally affiliated to the Campaign which 
is being organised for this purpose. Financial contributions are 
urgently required for the work of the; Campaign, but no financial 
conditions of affiliation are imposed. This is felt to be a  matter 
for the discretion of the Executives of the organisations concerned 
having regard to their membership and resources.

«

THE CAMPAIGN FOR RIGHT AND JUSTICE pledges all who 
associate themselves with it to continue the struggle against 
Fascism and all forms of organised race hatred and to honour in 
action the sacrifices of those men and women of all nations and 
races who have suffered and died in this world-wide! struggle.

"From  these honoured dead w e take increased devotion to that 
cause fo r  which they gave the last fu ll measure o f  devotion; that 
this Nation under God shall have a neit) birth o f  freed om ; and that 
Government o f  the people by the people, fo r  the people, shall not 
perish from  the earth.”

Issued by The Campaign for Right and Justice,
710, Surrey House, Rissik Street,

Johannesburg.



CAMPAIGN FOR RIGHT AND JUSTICE.
P.O. Box 1713, 

Johannesburg.

NAME (in block letters)....... .............................. ...............................
Organisation ________ __ _______ .......:____________ ________
Address ______________ ___________ ______ ________ _____:....

*I/we, pledge *myself/ourselves to support the establishment 
of the widest possible alliance of all the popular and progressive 
forces throughout the Country and to do all in *my/our power to 
promote the formation of an alliance of all organisations and 
individual people who are prepared to accept the principles and 
programme outlined by the Council of the Campaign for Right and 
Justice.

*I/we undertake to co-operate in the following ways for the 
purpose of propagating and furthering the principles and aims 
adopted by the Council, and would like to be enrolled as an 
affiliated member of the Campaign.

Underline any tasks that you may be able to undertake.
1. LECTURES..State subject and type of audience preferred, 

viz.: University, School, European, African Coloured, 
Indian, Labour, Trade Union, Youth, Womens' Organisa
tions, etc.

2. PUBLIC SPEAKING, (a) Indoor, (b) Outdoor.
3. ORGANISING. Exhibitions, Conferences, Lectures, etc.
4. ADVERTISING. Writing, drawing, display work, wall news

papers, etc.
5. FUND RAISING. By means of social functions, concerts, 

. collecting etc.
6. OFFICE WORK. Shorthand, typing, bookkeeping, etc.
*I/we enclose a  subscription of £ s. d. as a  token

i of *my/our support for the principles which the Campaign is 
j seeking to uphold.
j *I/we will do *my/our best to contribute £ s. d.
I per year towards the funds of the Campaign, 
j *Cross out whichever is inapplicable.

(Subscriptions, however small, will be gratefully acknowledged 
and should be sent to the Hon. Treasurer, Campaign for Right and 
Justice, P.O. Box 1713, Johannesburg).



BE VIGILANT l
THE CAMPAIGN FOR RIGHT AND JUSTICE

pledges all who associate themselves with it to
continue the struggle against Fascism and all forms 
of organised race hatred; and to honour in action 
the sacrifices of those men and women of all 
nations and races who have suffered and died in 
this world-wide struggle.

“From these honoured dead we take increased 
devotion to that cause fo r  which they gave the last 
fu ll measure o f  devotion; that this Nation under 
God shall have a new birth o f  freed om ; and that 
Government o f  the people, by the people, fo r  the 
people, shall not perish from  the earth.”

*  Published by the C a m p a ig n  for R ight and Justice, P.O. Box 1713, Johannesburg and Printed 
by Paladium  Stationers, 69, Com m issioner Street, Johannesburg. 28272— 9/44
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