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MEHARRY
M U S I C A L ,  S1IITIL, ̂ S A H M & e g O T S C A t

COLLEGES
N A S H V I L L E .  T E N N .

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

Mr, — Ifred B. Zuma,
Milwaukee, 7/i s . /?Cr £ < ? - ■ '

My dear Ur. Xuipa:

/C'g/v~4se-'

I learned with great regret from o u r 'mutual 
friend, Mrs. Nicholson, of some of the disappointments 
that you have had in your struggles to get a medical 
education. I just want to say a word or two of en
couragement to you. I want you to realize that what
ever is worth-while having is worth working for, and 
is worth sacrificing a great deal of your energy and 
of your effort, and I want you to know that you have 
my personal sympathy in your disappointments and 
struggles. Perhaps it may encourage you to know that 
I myself was left without a home a.nd| without parents 
when I was eight years of age; and that I did not have 
the opportunity of even going to high school, in fact, 
did not have the opportunity of finishing my grammer 
school education until I was 18 years of age,~and that 
I had to work myself through high school and preparatory 
school and medical school, hut with the aid^ of Christian 
friends and with the borrowing of three or four hundred 
dollars from the Board of Education of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church I was finalljT- enabled to graduate from 
a medical college, and have since given my service to 
my fellowman. But you may say that I did not meet 
with some of the discouragements which you have met 
with because of your color or race, hut let me remind 
you that there are now at Meharry and have be^n in the 
past 45 years many many young- men fighting against every 
conceivable odd and disadvantage, who have been able to 
work their way through this old school, and some of them 
are nor/ working their way with all the disadvantages 
that yen have to meet, and they are coming out, most of 
them, conquerors.

I am deeply sorry that yon hav° not found 
it best to come to Meharry this fall for your medical 
education; for after receiving your letter and Mrs. 
Li c holson’s letters I purp'»sQly kept some work for you.
Tn fact ti^JtĴ |u could only come now or if you could not 
now, bufc^come at the end of the Semester, and bring 
with you a written statement of having done the work 
of the first Semester at Marguette University, I believe, 
that I can still give you some work which will enable 
you,together vvitn the help thst Bisi'c^ jioh^lson and 
the Board of Education could provide ±*— bring" 
in onongh to see you through this ciM_le?.r9 year Rnd 

since the first year is always the hardest" I am sure
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O f f i c e  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t

that you would find it possible to work your way through 
Me h a r r y . M/here there is a will there is a way'.

^f course, the objection which you raise 
against entering a Class j3 m e d i c H l  college X cannot 
remove at present, but I will say this, I sincerely 
believe that by the time or before the time vou could 
graduate from Meharry Medical Collage, that is, before 
the 2 our years pass away, I sincerely believe that Me- 
narry will be in Olass a medical colleges, but I would 
not have you change schools because of this statement
02 mine, unless you^too, could have filth enough to be
lieve that Meharry will be raised to Class A classifi
cation before June, 1926.

Again, extending to you our very best wish
es and assuring you of our real sympathy and co-opera
tion, I am,

Sincerely you^s,

Pre/j dent.
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