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&US /IuC l-5 /£c t-ti-io -  ^ I^ O U  '7~h*£'K-V^>' -bc>ic>C}' Oi. n-iT^C 

h f o i x v t z  c w j i 7̂  y C c c ^ e i  /C U v>/< cl ^ j- th t y o C  / y C x ^ j - c  -o/tv / ^£-u<v/ - 
ftS*- /UVO« /G-c-Vx̂ , , /Vv i'i- I CL, ,-,-t '1/1̂, /

^ v w  ja o t .C 'C ^ ^ - ^  /p C v t -  / C v iX jc ^ O '- c y z ^  J -& jT  ' r ^ t - v  " if~ j / f a < 4  ( f) C u L r 
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/far y/nA. Ĵ-C ^C'(j>Lc<-isly c -^x  /drxrC-!

/l]C xJ/C t- f rc & r* ^ . A±CAr> /C '/K ra X < -e C  Q ^t-< J- -C ?  ^diV-S ^ A i v  —

-  a  /U ^ C V ,V u r  / f - i y  n s r C x J o t - ^  Ipw- s t t C J e i o j > L i t - '  
Jt̂ Sm (.Ci+iO'U ot ĵzô tS •
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Old House Farm
Dorstone
Herefordshire HR3 6BL

Dear Sabine and Wolfhard,

Wewere happy to hear from you, although, of course, not happy that you 
had to leave Mazimbu. 'For the time being* . . . but I think that we 
all find it hard to foresee a time when the new Germany will return 
to the generous giving of aid to African countries. They are throwing 
out the good with the bad. I can imagine what an upheavel it was for 
you, ana the problems of packing for the other families. All I can say 
is that although it was brought so abruptly to an end, you must both 
have enriched your lives with your African experiences, and be grateful 
that you had the opportunity to live and work in African countries.

After we left Mazimbu we spent some time in Lusaka - which is really 
a town to avoid if possible. It is not a partSicularly attractive 
town, and for security reasons the ANC offices are scattered in distant 
suburbs; no transport; phones that mostly don't work. However, we had 
the joy of meeting Walter Sisulu and the others there - I enclose a copy 
of an article that I wrote for a British newspaper, the Guardian. I 
also interviewed a number of people for my proposed book.

Then we went on to Harare in Zimbabwe. It is a beautiful town, wtts 
wide avenues lined with flowering trees - I have never seen such massive 
and beautiful trees all over the town and the suburbs. Basically it 
seems very little changed from colonial times. A few Africans seeping 
up into tb^ middle classes, and a sprinkling buying houses in the spacious 
white-dominated suburbs. But both in Zambia and Zimbabwe we found the 
ordinary people extremely relaxed and friendly, very pleasant in casual 
contacts in hotels, the shops and streets, and so on. In Harare we 
enjoyed generous hospitality from former Johannesburg friends, and we 
became tourists and holiday-makers for a time. We had visited Victoria 
Falls on our way through from Zambia, spent a few days there; it is one 
of the world's wonders, and I hope you can go there one day. It is an 
overwhelming sight and sound, the countryside all around is totally 
unspoilt and undeveloped. We also visited the ruins at Great Zimbabwe, 
stone walls and structures put up by Shona tribespeople hundreds of 
years ago. The South African and Rhodesian history books used to say they 
were built by Arab traders from the north, or something like that, because 
they would never admit that Africans were capable of such const5ructions, 
that were evidence of a developed civilisation..
In Harare, also, we met Nelson, as you will see in the article, and spent 
a couple of hours with him. It was a most joyful and exciting time.

Then the problems of returniBng to a house and garden neglected for a 
year, and needing so much to put it right, while the pressure is on me 
to get on with my book, and I keep making tiring and expensive trips to 
London to interview people there. The whole South African commur.ity in 
exile has been quite disorientated by the pace of events, and the 
possibility of everyone returning home. When are you going back? weaaee 
constantly asked. Well, in our case we would need an amnesty before 
being able to return, as we both have charges against us. But in any 
case, we are not thinking of going back to live, although it would be 
wonderful to visit. There are too many other considerations after 25 
years away - homes, jobs, work, families, as many of the exiles are 
beginning to realise.

It seemed to me that in the year we were away from England, the world 
turned upside down. And with it, some unpleasant realisations of what



lay unierneath the surface. How could we ever have imagined the chauvanism, 
tne xenophobia, the racialism, that was still so rampant - or waiting 
to be revived - among the people of the socialist countries? It has been 
a process of watching the deepest faults of the Western world emerge: 
the age of 'me-ism' that dominates American life, and has been the feature 
of the Thatcher regime all these years, of personal greed, the desire 
to grab the glittering goodies of capitalist society. Yes, I know there 
are still good people everywhere with idealism and a sense of personal 
sacrifice, but for the time being they are swamped under this wave of 
'market-orientated' expectations - the belief that they will, each and 
every one, move up into the sphere of high-income living, smart cars, 
clothes, expensive homes and travel , . . Some of them will, but most of 
them, will find living in a market-orientated society is as tough as 
anywhere, without the cushioning of advantages of education and other 
amenities that came with socialism.

I am thinking of a visit to Germany - to the Germanies - to interview 
South Africans for my book, but if I do come it will be without Rusty.
And I haven't yet settled on a date, although I have asked our ANC 
representative in Berlin to arrange a visa. The next few months are going 
to be packed. In July, for two weeks, we are having a bog South African 
cultural event - *Zabalazi' - which will be attended by cultural workers 
from South Africa, and those in exile; symposia, exhibitions, films, 
debates, theatre - all sorts of things - and I AM involved with some 
of the events. At the same time I am really needing to concentrate on 
the book - I have a contract to fulfil, and time rushes by, so I am trying 
to arrange a?.l sorts of trips to Europe, France, the Scandinavian, 
countries, *nd so on. While I sot inside and work, the beautiful country­
side outside keeps demanding that I come out. We arrived back in England 
at the most wonderful time of, the year, a precious and early Spring, 
with an outpouring of blossom and young green. The country where we live 
was spectacularly beautiful. After this book I am going to give up 
writing, speaking, everything, and just sit and paint pretty pictures 
and enjoy being alive.

Dear Sabine, we will not forget the pleasures of our friendship in 
Mazimbu, the journey up the mountain; your generosity with materials 
for painting - and for eatingi We will meet again, and hope that your 
lives will bring other satisfactions, through work, through the 
reformation of your communities and society.

Keep wellJ With love from both of us



August 16th DO

Dear Sabine,

I will be in Berlin on September 9th, having been 
invited to attend an anti-fascist rally that is 
taking place there.

I was in Berlin about a month ago, but did not have 
tine to contemplate a visit to Cottbus, and 
unfortunately I did not have your phone number.

The man who is arranging my visit is Perry Friedman, 
his phone 589-4431, if you want any furbber 
information.

Hope you and Wolfhard are both well, despite the 
depressing situation that now exists.

With love
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Q U A T T R O V E N T I
M O N TE FILI

D e a n ^ e t  H i l d a  a n d  % i * t y ,  g r e v e  i n  c h i a n t i  <fi>
T h e  w i n t e r , h e j i e  * e e m *  t o  b e  o v e n , a n d  a *  a lw a y A , t h e  y e a n ., a . 

* h o n t  w h i l e  b a c h  * o  n e iu ly  b e g u n ., L a  * p e e c L in g  i n t o  L t A  f o u n t h  m o n th .. 5 o  b e f o n e  p a y in g , 

a n o t h e n . w a n d  a b o u t  a n y t h in g . e L & e , w e  w a n t  t o  k n o w  u h e n  y o u  w L U L  b e  c o m in g , t o  u * .  

y o u  c a n  c h o o s e  t h e  t u n e  * i n c e  w e  h a v e  n o  a n n a n g e m e n iA  f i i x e d  w L t h  a n y  p n o * p e c t i .v e  

g u e * t * .

W e one both w e ll and th e  countnyAide i*  awa*h w ith  blo**om and g/ieen fie h L i make a  sp len d id  background t o  a l l  th e  g e n tle  coloun*. /he  daL fodiL i have come and gone 
but th e  hyacinth* a n d  w allflow en* w ith  patched o £  anabi* and auiuietia  make u p  Ion. thein . lo ** . S o o n  th e  finM . tu lip *  w ill  bun*t and th e  L i l a c  i*  *o neaAly o u l m a t i t  can o n ly  be day* befone th e  a in  L a  fnagAant anound them.

,  W it h  y o u  p e n h a p *  t h e

l a n e  L a  M i l l  f u l l  o f .  d a f f o d i l * . S o  h a v in g  e n jo y e d  t h i *  £ n g l i - * h i f ( u n g  y o u  m a y  n o t  

f e l l  t o e  n e l u c t a n t  t o  c o m e  t o  O t a ly  * o o n . W e h o p e  y o u  a n e  b o t h  w e l l  a n d  t h a t  y o u  

d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o o  h a n d  a  w i n t e n . 3  a m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  a a k  a n y  a i e * t i o n A  n o w  b e c a u * e  

w e  c a n  d o  a l l  t h a t ,  w h e n  w e  m e e t .O n e  t h i n g  J m u A t  t e l l  L a  m a t  w e  * a w  t h e  'R u t h  F in M .  

f i l m  m a le  b y  h e n . d a u g h t e / i^  V e n y  m o v in g , a n d  w e  t h o u g h t , e x t n e m e ly  * e n * L t i v e l y  m a d e .

U f ia t  a lli i k p e A a t e lu . * a d  c h i l d h o o d . M u c h  m o n e  o f  t h i *  u h e n  y o u  a n e  w i t h  u * .

W e h o p e  a L L  y o u n . y o u n g  o n e *  a n e  f lo u n L A h i n g . O u a a  h a v e  m o v e d  t o  L i v e A p o o l .

M a y b e  w e  t o l d  y o u  t h i *  o e f o n e .  T h e y  a n e  * e t t L i n g  i n  * t i l l  a n d  h a v e n t  a s  y e i  * o l d  

t h e i n  h o u * e  i n  N e w c a s t l e . , p n o p e n t y  m a n k e t  b e i n g  u h a t  i t  L a  a t  p n e * e n t .

W e l o o k  fo n w a A d  enonmouAiy t o  hea/iing fn o m  jo u  *oon and w e  b o t h  * e r d  oun. 
w a n m  g o o d  w L a h e *  and oun l o v e ,
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25 January 1993

Dear S.ablne and Wolfhard,

That was a fine, long letter, Sabine, and thank you very much for* the phto3 
you sent, whkch gave ua .-t picture of your trip - the coast .Looked beautiful.
We also visited the Centre for Alternative Technology, one day in pouring 
rain. And in tne summer went to Pembrokeshire for a visit to our daughter 
Frances who was nolidaying there with family and friends; grey skies, black 
rocKB, grey sanas - oh, so very different from South Africa! But the small 
children enjoyed it, not Knowing anything better.
As you sea, we have moved. We moved in November, the son of a friend of 
ours bought our hou*-. and after many visits to Oxford we found a pi«ce that 
we tought we were prepared to live in. It is about 5 miles from Oxford, a 
truly conventional little semi-detached box on a housing estate. The house is 
not very attractive - small rooms, etc, but at the back it has a lovely 
garden that opens out onto the Oxford canal, which is now flows past at the 
foot of our garden, and barges coast along it, ducks, two ’wonderful white 
swans, and the garden has trees with many birds. The best bedroom upstairs 
is my studio, it looks out onto the garden, so I can sit ar.d watch the birds 
and the canal while pretending to do something.
Although I miss our lovely old house ana the wonderful scenery around there,
I am pleased that we have moved. First, it is warmer here, although we ere 
only now putting central heating into the house; then we are closer to all 
our children, and close to London - it takes an hour or a littie more by 
road or rail - ana so more in touch with what is going on. Oxford is a most 
beautiful city - it is a Jekyll and Hyde city (if you know R L Stevenson). The 
centre is marvellous ana a delight; but it has its dark side - Oxford was a 
major industrial city, centre of car-making - so street after street of deadly 
mean littie houses; a divided city: the favoured students in their elegant 
colleges and the workers in their monotonous, ugly streets - and now with such 
high unemployment. Still, I do enjoy the elegant city with its museums, 
cinemas, exhibitions.
Since we moved I've been totally unproductive. Rusty is busy at a familiar- 
occupation - that is, tearing this house to piaces to put it together more 
to our mutual liking. We had money from our old house - this one cost lass - 
for us to be able to afford to make some alterations, knocking down walls to 
open up rooms, installing a new kitchen and so on. As he undertakes to do 
most of the work himself, it means a state of chaos for months on end, as 
he has to re-wire, put plugs in all the rooms, do over all the electrics, 
take cut ©11 the old kitchen, etc. It's work I cant help woth, so I attend to 
the domestic aide - shopping and cooking under difficulties and read the 
papers and watch the birds. So next time you come to Britain, you will be 
able to stay with us hare and 3ee Oxford. How about it?
WE have seen quite a number of fils on TV about the rise of neo—Nazims and 
fascism, not only in Germany but here too, although not quite so extensive. 
There are a number of cases of murders of Asians - they are very much resented 
in the towns with high unemployment, as you can well understand, they are 
the mos-i: hardworking people, but do not integrate well (the Carribeans 
are not so unpopular, they mingle better). We also saw what has happened in 
Cottbus* Maybe if w? could discuss it, it would be easier, but I find the word 
situation very difficult to face these days, with the terrible senseless 
killing, the suffering in every country that you look at. What h.os happened in 
Angola is terrible - the UN just let Savimbi start the whole thing up again. 
Somalia, Sudan, India and its secular killings - well, all over. Still, we 
were pleased at the election of Clinton;p with all the limitations of such a 
man and the huge interests that empower him, he does represent something 
better than the old regime, and even such comparatively small things as



lifting restrictions on abortion ififormation and doing something about the 
bans on .Homosexuals in the forces are quite big steps forward. If only he 
would stop the crazy bombing of Iraq! America shjowing it3 might to the 
world. But what will they do with their huge weapons, the Pentagon, those 
planes, snips and ail the rest if they haven't anyone to use them against?

I can understand how difficult teaching must have become for you, and I 
suppose that you have to remind yourselves that you do at least have jobs.
It is really sad to see the young people of this country* so many of whom 
leave school and have no prospects of work whatsoever. And to see 
what is happening in Russia today with that Wfcltsin and his crowd - all the 
'entrepreneurs' getting rich, and the people getting nothing. Well, it's 
not a pretty picutre, and the only way to get pleasure out of life is to 
concentrate on some small things, like camping on mount Snowdon, 
or visiting friends.

My publisher keeps delaying publication of my book, while reassuring me 
how wonderful It is, and this also depresses me. It's been ready now for 
many months, but there is always some reason or other to postpone 
publication. The publishers here have become big monopolies, and my 
contract was originaly signed with one publisher, then taken over by another.
I just have to be patient, and hope that when it does come out they'll 
want to send me to South Africa to launch it - that would be good.

We both keep well, in spite of deficiencies of age - they increase. Make the 
most of your years, they speed away so quickly.

With love from us both to both of you
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