B ALL - IN - GROUP AZHAS

: CONFERENCE
/ ~ CONVENED BY THE TRANSTAAL INDIAN
CONGRESS ON THE 25TB and 26TH OF

956 ,

Since the passing of the Group Areas Act in 1950 the 3outn
African Indian Congress together with itﬁ allies has waged an
incessant battle against this apartheid measure which was described
by Dr, Malan as the most important apartheid measure ana as the

essence of apartheid policy. This battle sy ﬂmn

until the Government's motivea for enacting this law 1s defeated,

In regard tB our appoaition to the Governmentizx ultimate
objeetive in setting up Group Areas for the different races of our
South African population there cannot be two views. We must not
be influenced by opportunists who are prepared to work the Act
ﬂ.u the authoritﬁe to further the oppression of our people. The
African psople have already been confined to "Reserves™ and live
in locations under sluwm conditions and now under this 1n6qu1tlous
Act the Union Govermment seeks to driv'e Indians and other non=
Europeans to Adistant outlying and undeveloped areas. It '13 an
@ttack upon our saterial and cultural life to destioy our

national consciousness.

Ko one can deny that the numb r of Buropean people that would
be Alsplaced by the implementation of this Act 12 ineignificant
compared to the thnousands of non-Eu ropeans. Tho wnrker, the trader,
the merchant and the professional are all squally affected by the
Act and should the Government succeed in its Aisbolical. plan
all will suffer equally. -

Your Conference has been convened at the most aporopriate
time to give a clear, unequivocal and unambiglous anewer to the

ent proclamation declaring Group Areas in Johannesburg., In the
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, coning -onuu it will hq po«oury x‘or th- cmu Mom" _,
J.n the tmﬁnl to on‘!nln itnlx ortootiul: to fmatmo'- #

t.m hpl.nnuttqn u' the Gove mment's apartﬁaid poliay,
_mer the Aot there can be no room for comoromise booauoi mo
- Nationalisteseek to Aivide us politically, seek to destroy our.
economie stnﬁgm to constitute cheap Treserviors dt'labour "ind

thus perpetuate their policy of white supremecy.

The Congress movement has pitted i1tself against all foms
of racialism in South Africa and this Confe n;\oo called as it i
to deal with a particular issue must take decisions to set up
Vigilanoce units on the bm,la'ut possible basis throughout the
Province to protect the peoples rights threatened by the reecent
Proclapationd. Ours is a positive and clear stand. We do not
Sccept apartheid. We do not believe in racial separation and we
Teject the contention that apartheid will ensure racial peasce.

I send to your Conference sy wamest greetings and wish

your delibemtions every susccess.

Mayibuye Afrika i
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