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Since the passing of the Group Areas Act In 1950 the South 

African Indian Congress together with Its a l l i e s haa waged an 

lnceaaant battle against this apartheid measure which was described 

by Dr. Mai an as the .oat Important apartheid measure and aa the 

essence of apartheid pol ler . Thie batt l . — S X X ^ 

until the Government' e motives for enacting this law i . defeated. 

In regard to our apposition to the Government*. ultimate 

objective in setting up Group Areas f o r the di f ferent races of our 

South African population there cannot be two views. We must not 

be influenced b j opportunists who are prepared to work the Act 

wit* the author! t f t s to further the oppression of our people. The 

African people hare already been confined to "Reset-res" and l i re 

In locations under slum conditions and now under this lnequltrfous 

Act the Union Government seeks to drive Indians and! other non-

Europeans to distant outlying and undeveloped areas. I t Is an 

attack upon our . e t e r i a l and cultural l i f e to destroy our 

national consciousness. 

No one can deny that the numb r of European people that would 

be displaced by the Implementation of th is Act i s i n f i gn i f i cnn t 

compared to the thousands of non-Eu ropeans. Tno worker, t » tracer, 

the merchant and the profess ional are a l l equally a f f e c t e * by the 

Act and 9hould the Government succeed in i t s d i abo l i ca l , plan 

a l l w i l l s u f f e r equal ly . * 

Your Conference has been convened at the most .-impropriate 

time to g ive a c l ea r , unequivocal and unnmbigious a n ^ r to the 

^ent proclamation declar ing Group Arena in Johannesburg. In the regent pr< 
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coming months i t wi l l be neoeasary f o r the Congress movement 

In the Tjfansvaal to organise Itsel f s f feot ive ly to fro stmts 

the implementation of the Government's apartheid poller. 
Under ths Act there oan be no room fo r comoromise because the 

Nationalist*seek to divide us po l i t ica l ly , see* to destroy our 

economie strength to constitute cheap reserviors of labour end 

thus psrpetuats their policy of white supremacy. 
• f 

The Congress movement has pitted I tse l f agsinst a l l fores 
• 

of raoialiaa in South Africa and this Conference oailed as i t i s 

to deal with a particular issue must take decisions to set up 

Vigilanoe unite on the broadest possible basis througnout the 

Province to proteet the peoples rights threatened by the reoent 

Proclamation*. Oure la a poaltive and d e a r stand. We do not 

accept apartheid. We do not believe in racial separation and we 

reject the contention that apartheid w i l l ensure racial pease. 

I send to your Conference my maxmest greetings and wish 

your deliberations every sucoess* 

May!buys Afrlka I 

l&rj fl.U .Waicker, 
ACTING PBB3IKNT 
3.A.INDIA* CONGBSKSS. 

24 3hort Street, 
IXJtvBAN. . v 
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