


Tfo YOUTH PtATIYiX BOUJHIN........... an editorial

Dear friends, this bulletin is intended to be a vehicle for the
oomunication of ideas, suggestions ard oriticia™.e on the preparations for
tho 2nd Transvaal Youth Festival for roeoe and Friendship.

<ith tho preparations getting speedily underway, the publication of
thia bulletin bccame imperative as a nediura for bringing to individuals
groups the widespread activities of youth la the schools, olubs, faotories,
ohurohes, universities and every coacoivable plaoe where South Afrioan Youth
will be found, in preparation for the Festival.

It is your bulletin, Youth of the Transvaal, make full use of it.
V.hatever your particular field of interest is, wrtiatevor your colour of skin,
whatever religion you believe in, there is a plaoe for you in this Festivml
of all races. . «e have outlined, elsewhere in thia issue, the cultural and
mporting programme* of the Festival, take your piok cad prepare to enter one
of the many competitions.

If you havo any hew ideas and suggestion* to canaamioate to the
Festival Gawdttee, or oth*r youth preparing for the Festival, we will be
glad to have thw» for publication in this bulletin.

Aidross all suoh canmunioatioas to:

The Editor.
Festival Bulletin,
P.—. Box 2948,
Johannesbur g%



TRAIISVAAL YOUTg FBSTXVAL CCtfKITTSS

The aim of this committee is to promote its ideals of peace,
friendship and racial harmony through the holding of annual festivals at which
the youth of all raoes can meet and get to know each other whilst participat-
ing in sporting, cultural and sooial events.

The first Festival, which had the blessing of prominent people suoh
as the Bishop of Johannesburg, Mr. Julius Lewin, Professor Gillman and others,
was held in September of last year and proved ah unqualified suooess. Hundreds
of young people of all races spent two days getting to know one another, taking
part in football and netball, attending oonoerts and singing themselves, and
having a very good time, during this weekend these young people took an import-
ant practical step torrards pohleving nutual understanding and racial hamony
between the youth of all raoces and at the sane tine demonstrated their desire
for pea—e and friendship with the youth of the world. So great has been the
interest and enthusiasm shown that it has been deolded to hold the next Festival
in April instead of September 1954.

The April Festival will be on a larger scale than the last one and will
extend over four days Instead of two. Cultural (roups sports teams from
schools and associations will participate in competitions and perform in the

various programT.es together with well-known sportsmen and artiste* There will
be photographic, fine arts and orafts exhibitions and many other events* The

Comrittee'a objeotlve is to obtain the greatest possible participation of all
sections of the youth in the Festival. There 'will be no racial restrictions

and all those who wish to join in will be welooned.

The oammittee is ocmposed of young people of all races and from many
different walks of life. It would be grateful for assistance from any organi-
sations or groups, especially in the oultural and sporting fields.

The importance of maintaining peaceful relationships between all
seotions of our South African oarxnunity is becoming more Imperative dally,
arid all our efforts are required to do this. For this reason we urga you to
give the forthcoming Festival your fullest support#



&

As with the rest of tha festival, the cultural sub—oomnittee is
keeping the theT« of "Peace, Friendship and RaoiRl Harmony . constantly in
mind in all its planning.

TiS CUITTTRAL ,TtJGRA*aB

At this stage the work is being planned in three .aaindivisions.
Firstly there are the competitions leading up to festival; then pre—festival
cultural programmes are being organised whilst lastly, of course, there is th.
actual festival oultural-programme to be arranged.

Competitions ar# being designed to oater for the widest possible
participation. Entries are being invited of short stories, poams,
plays and musical scores, which in addition to carrying book prites, will
published in the special Festival Magazine, whioh will oane out just prior to
the opening of the Festival.

A schools essay competition is also being run in three section* —
for pri»ary schools, up to J.C., and for matriculation pupils, liere
again the winning entries 11 be jwblished.

Choir competitions wkll be a major feature of the
preliminary stages will be arranged in eonjunotion witti pro—Fortival ooncerts.
whilst the finals will be staged at the Festival.

Entrioa are also being invited for the Festival Art Gallops*
forms of the visual art. are to be encouraged» from paintings.
sculpture and poster art, to weaving, pottery and tapestries.
works*!U be awarded prises in addition to being displayed at the Festival
Art Gallery.

The pre—Feetival cultural activities will serve the dual
arousing enfchu.ia* for the Festival, and of raising funds. Plans are being
made to have concerts in the various Reef and Johannesburg townships, and
clso in the ocntral areas.

As far cs the cultural programme at the Festival is concerned, this
is still very *meh in the melting pot. The broad plan at the J8
have several activities during the morning and afternoon periods, wi .. a
major activity planned for the evening.

An opening pageant is being planned, to incorporote the voices of a
mass ohoir with acted tableaux.

Tho first evening programme is to bo a ono—aot play festival.

A plsjr
bv Jo, r'odborry™ enllod "Alfred aud the V.I1.P." is to be performed by a mixed
oast. Cecil williams is producing a play with an Indian ca — pro a
comedy.

On Saturday ni~t there will be a progromme of folk art, G®Pr~ Dg
.on*., *E> £

b, group, of 2urop.»., Africa. Colour.d. and
Indians.
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APPEAL TO PARTICIPAKTS

The preparations for tne u’fvfc Transvaal Youth Festival are well
under way. A glance at the provisional programme makes It clear that in all
respects this one is going to bo a bigger, bettor and longer Festival than
the first. And it cannot be otherwise. The first Pestivnl had hardly ended
when the requests and suggestions already started pouring in for the next one.
I-osc who could not attend wore very sorry when they heard the roports, whiah
epreau like wild fire throughout tho longth and breadth of the country.

Now what is this Festival all about and what are its aims? Who
organises it? Who is oligible to participate? Those are questions that ring
through young pooplo's minds cvery'.'hero today. |1 am oertain that most of
them are adequately answered in the other pages of this bulletin. 1 would,
however, liko to stress a few points which, to my mind, oak© gatherings such
as this Festival imperative in the South Afrioa of today.

) N~ US 1**? a 100Ic around thO country, at the people, their environment,
their eduoation, their sports, their culture, their future. Immediately our

country presents a pioture of gloom, of a growing oonfliot, of the suppression
of culture, of a rapid deterioration in race relations. We find that the young
African child grows up in the shanties of Moroka Township in a world of his own.
His only contact with tho other raoes is that of master and servant. He grows
up to despiso the conditions under which he lives, to condemn and to hate the
perpetrators of this systom, that relegates him to a status of perpetual
inferiority. Similarly, the Indian and Coloured ohildren from Gomiston and
Noordgcsigt. Take the white ohild growing up in Parktown and it also lives in
a difforent world. From ohildhood, at sohool, in its entire social life, it

is taught that the Non-.fhite is inforior, something to be despised and looked
down upon. So the people of our country grow up to take their places in sooicty.
V_Vhell'e there is no hatred betwoen black and whito, there is fear, suspicion and
jealousy.

no, of tho Festival Cannittee, bolievo that thore is plenty of room
in this oountry for understanding between tho raoes, to develop friendship,
peace and brotherhooa, so tjiat togother all oan go ahead and build a genuinely
happy and seoyre future for all. © beliovo that a major oause of raoe hatred
is the fact that peoplo of different raoial groups Just do not get to know
eaoh other sufficiently.

Vio boliovo that the FESTIVAL will provido a grand opportunity for
all young people to get togother. There they will be able to meet eaoh other,
to see something of the culture of tho difforont people, to see something of
tho oulturo of other peoples in distant lands. There, for the first time,
many young South Africans will break the barrior of ignorance that divides
them. Thero thoy will realiso that ALL poople are alike, have the some
nr.bitions, the snmo dosires and the same capabilities# There will be a
praotical demonstration to refute the lie that tho various raoes just oan not
live together without friction.



So we send out an earnest appoal to all vaim*
forward in their thousands and holn .1 d ?* h Afrioftn* *° oon>

friendship, TOO HATE A JOB 10 IX). ? PO®0O0 *ad low «nd

«r., fcrm ;?w*‘. r Z 5 * ***p»*e  Sprood It, go.pol wh.rTer you

$ rT BmltnH okok o o
The Editor,
Youth Festival Bulletin
P.0. Box 2948,
JOILUOrFFiCBQ,
Dear Sir,

th— *?2SV* M thc Touth P®*tivai Bulletin regularly,
at the address below. I am preparing to participate in the Fés-

tival as a Sports™Jultural Delegato, from

(mention the organisation, school, ohuroh*or sidentUl”ea”

you will represent at the Festival)
KT JJAVL (in block letters)

MI ADDHSSS.......cciiiiiiiieenee
........................................................ Y

Thank you#
Yours fraternally.

\H50

T .J 3ULLETIN IS SKKi* 73K> _F C —AX3 To ALL BUT 1IE WISH T,, Er,SORB
THAT THOSIT WHO APJ3 ACTUALLY .SBPARIIR} FCI: THB FESTIVAL GBP IT.

:Sis



* FESTIVAL SPORTS ARRAHBEMENTS

activities which”~n0o™ ~ 11 durf® twr*0 **** In “r**ai*iakE sporting
in April. hflld durinS second Tronsraal Youth Festival

«nd Indian Sportinj Orém U °tio”irMdO»oh”NJIstL d <to°,ni»l ~1°?r<id EurOPonn
thsso “ 4

ohildran,

rovide on oxcollont opportunity*to oU”o”/smth*1?5-—utli°°'l oi<mi *1U
oo™ toSoth,r and «.p .» In .plrl/ of

SXCE5ITS hat SOVE MFiigs SECEIVID bt tm skbts coicalTEs

A SPORTS ORGANISER HAS WRITTEN AS FOLLOWS*

Intero.todVvV ™ *A]1*§5 |

PHOM A BASKETBALL TEAM COMBS THE FOLLOWIHGt

oonr.eotlon~th'"*rtIn~*1l'rtro~fpj.""r™ uS«8rtl° » **

# i *e "**m d « «hi. * t



i The statement ~rtIMstd *y the fcinis™er of irativo Affair*,
Dr. H. 7. Yerwoerd, on tho 15th. April, 1955, relating to tho
withdrawal of African ahildren fro* oohoelo la Brakpan, Beaoaf,
6oral»ton and Alexandra Toimship, hat boon oonoidered by tho
Working Committee of the African Jatioaal Coacroeo.

It will bo remembered that tho Boatu lducation Aot foiood
through Parliament aaidot a powerful ohorae of eppo»l*Lon fro*
the every non-Sa*ionaliat oootion of tho loath Afrioan populate
ion, and Ip open contempt and defiance .of the proteoto of the
African people. These protests hare since then meanted. Tho
African people hare consistently, and emphatically declared their
rejection of Bantu Bducation. despite the native Affairs Depart-
ment's intense propaganda to perauade and even intimidate the
people into accepting Bantu Education, and Dr. Verwoerd'®
frantic personal efforts in this respect.

Whan Dr. Verwoerd alleges that —-Thousands of Bantu paran, s »
heads of tribes and other responsible loaders hod agreed to
serre on school committees and school board* to snsble ttom to
play a parti in the educational progress of their own people*
ho pretends to be ignhorant of the fact that in various areas
throughout the country, the people are boycotting these boards
and committees, and in many others the tfative Affaire Deja rtm-—
ent, did not even hold elections, and confined itself to its
nominees. Dr. Verwoerd's reference to ‘heads of tribes and re-
sponsible leaders' is a reference to Government minions and

Government created ‘'leaders’ who are responsible only' to the

Government's yet™ro \Y KJL+t* <\.tiocia,C£cl

of CKcir nu. -NJ
There is no doubt that it is the parents who are opposing

A*(icu

*

the Ministers' schemes. When therefore, Dr. Verwoerd, states
tte t the withdrawals of children in the last Hand and Alexandra
Township is a "blot on the good naae of tho Jativo people—
which is a result of —intimidation— by loofero and tactsi gangs"
ho is clearly adding insult to injury, and is providing yet

another of the oharactori sticolly contemptuous and irresponsible

aaaaer/.............
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