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XWvl no- ro Z ( , S . ZSOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS
( INCORPORATED)

To:
Mr.Quintin '.Vhyte

From : The Regional Representative,
S. A. Institute of Race Relations, 
P.O. Box 731,
DURBAN.

Dear Mr.Whyte,

/  6 ?  / V"7

In case y o u  m issed m y  footnote to y e s t e r d a y’s 
letter, please send me a supply of the two last issues ofHR.

The enclosed is for your information and file. 
It is not for publication.

I expect that your a t t e ntion has already "been 
d rawn to the fifth para of R R /174A 7- There IS a Colour JBar on M aritzburg buses. I understand that the position 
has not b e e n  altered b as a result of the Sililo case.

Yours sincerely,

Received

Far *
Kernel__



* For  P r i v a t e  C i r c u l a t i o n  o n l y •
' MEETING OF THE DURBAN- INDO-EUROPEAN COUNCIL ON NOVEMBER 1 0 .1 9 4 7 .

ADDRESS BY; MR. MAURICE WEBB,(Chairman o f  t h e  C o u n c i l )  on*
THE SOUTH AFRICAN-INDIAN QUESTION- WORLD OPINION”

CHAIRMANj Mr. H . S . M i l l e r .PRESENT » X  MSMBERS .
ABSTRACT OF ADDRESS.

World O pin ion  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  S . A f r i c a n  I n d i a n  s i t u a t i o n  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  th e  s u b j e c t  was r a i s e d  a t  U n i t e d  N a t io n s  by th e  
Government o f  I n d i a .  Th is  World O pin ion  i s ,  however,  d i v i d e d  and has  
t o  be seen  a g a i n s t  a background  o f  g e n e r a l  i n d i f f e r e n c e .  Of t h o s e  who 
a r e  k e en ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w or ld  e v e n t s  many have t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  fo c u s s e d  
e l s e w h e re i  on P a l e s t i n e ,  o r  J a v a ,  o r  R u s s i a .  Anyone who b a s e s  hope o f  
a  s o l u t i o n  o f  o u r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  South  A f r i c a ?coming from a s t r o n g  
u n i t e d  in fo rm ed  w or ld  o p i n i o n  i s  bound to  be d i s i l l u s i o n e d .

At U n i ted  N a t io n s  th e  c o n f l i c t  be tw een  w h i t e  and n o n -w h i t e  which 
dominated  th e  scen e  l a s t  y e a r  i s  now one among o t h e r  c o n f l i c t s ;  t h a t  
be tween ’’E a s t ” and MWestM ( meaning  R u s s i a  and h e r  s u p p o r t e r s  and 
America and h e r  s u p p o r t e r s )  and be tw een  t h e  Arab and non-Arab  w o r ld s  
f o r  example.

D i s c u s s io n s  i n v o l v i n g  South  A f r i c a  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  g o in g  on a t  
U n i te d  N a t io n s  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  South  West A f r i c a  and w i t h  r e g a r d  to  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  South A f r i c a n  I n d i a n s .  I n  b o th  coses  South  A f r i c a  has  
d e c l i n e d  to  comply w i th  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o r  th e  s u g g e s t i o n s  c o n ta in e d  i n  
r e s o l u t i o n s  p a s s e d  by t h e  U N Assembly l a s t  y e a r  and t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  
i s  b e in g  asked  a t  U N, p a r t i c u l a r l y  by t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  Government 
o f  I n d i a ,  i s ,  ’’What can we do to  compel South  A f r i c a ? ”

We observe  a l r e a d y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  l i m i t s  to  t h e  power o f  U n i t e d  
N a t io n s .  I t  i s  a v a l u a b l e  forum. I t  g iv e s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  g r i e v a n c e s  and d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  be v e n t i l a t e d .  Through i t s  s u b s i d i a r y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
n o t a b ly  UNESCO, i t  can do l o n g  term  c o n s t r u c t i v e  work.  B u t , i n  p r a c t i c e  
i t  ca n n o t  i n t e r v e n e  d e c i s i v e l y  i n  a- s i t u a t i o n  su c h  as t h a t  o f  t h e  
I n d ia n s  i n  S * A f r i c a .  I^can  d i s c u s s ,  s u g g e s t ,  r e  commend v b u t  t h a t  i s  
a l l .  When i t  t r i e s  t o  go f u r t h e r  as i t  d i d  i n  t h e  ca se  o f  S p a in ,  i t  
o n ly  d e f e a t s  i t s  own o b j e c t i v e s .  We have  to  f a c e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w ha teve r  
r e s o l u t i o n  emerges from th e  d i s c u s s i o n s  now p r o c e e d i n g ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
w i l l  be the  same, t h a t  w h a tev e r  U n i te d  N a t io n s  can e f f e c t i v e l y  do i n  
r e g a r d  to  South A f r i c a n  I n d i a n s , h a s  a l r e a d y  been  d o n e .  Had t h e  
Assembly been  w ise  i t  would have  ag re e d  l a s t  y e a r  to  l e t  t h e  l e g a l  
a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  case  o f  t h e  Government o f  I n d i a  go to t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C our t  o f  J u s t i c e .  I f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C ou r t  had found a g a i n s t  South  
A f r i c a  t h e  m ora l  f o r c e  o f  t h e  A ssem bly’ s r e s o l u t i o n  would have  been 
g r e a t e r ;  b u t ,  i n  any case  i t  i s  upon moral  f o r c e  and n o t  on p h y s i c a l  compuls ion t h a t  U n i te d  N a t io n s  has  to r e ly *

This  means t h a t  f o r  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  complex , d i f f i c u l t  and g r i e v o u s  problem o f  the r e l a t i o n s  o f  I n d i a n  and European  i n  South  
A i r i c a  we must  j_cc.k n o t  to U a i tg d  K.vlions,  b u t  to  o u r s e l v e s .  The 
s o l u t i o n  must  be found h e r e .  T h is  i s  l a r g e l y  a Durban problem b ec a u se  40$ o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  South  A f r i c a  l i v e  i n  th e  C i t y  o f  Durban.
A ^g re  a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  r e s t s  upon t h e  Ind o -E u ro p ea n  C o u n c i l  and upon a l l  
of^us  who^care f o r  t h e  good name o f  o u r  c o u n t ry  and f o r  good r e l a t i o n s  
be tween i t s  p e o p l e .  We, I n d i a n s  and E u ropeans ,  must  work a t  t h i s  t h i n g  t o g e t h e r  u n t i l  some s o l u t i o n  o f  o u r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  can be found.
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