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‘New York Review of books’, 6 Dec. 2007, p. 67
The Shock of Intrusion, Christopher Beckiey, reviewing, Breaking Open Japan: Conlmodo® PnvrulA -e,
and American Imperialism in 1853, by George Feifer, Smithsoman / Collins, 2007, pp. 65-67

.67

In an article about the future of Indochina, published with his official narrative, Perry had written, These pcop e
are too sagacious to be influenced by specious argume pernicious American attitude of superiority horn the eaily
years of the republic to the present era of shock and awe. He is hardly the first to call 1 erry an impel .alist
Morison conceded that he was— though unlike Morison, Feifer finds empires based on trade as pernicious

those based on territorial expansion, just as he blurs the distinction between brandishing guns and tu mg them.
He ck”~vely quotes a phrase from Emerson to the effect that America is "the great chanty of Cod to the human
race " as though Emerson meant America itself was God's gift to the woild-

Emerson's propositions of friendship, unless those professions are accompanied by corresponding au

0
national probity " To which Morison remarked, "If this be imperialism, let us have moie oi u.

. ee i
p. 425. See also Thomas Bender, A Nation among Nations: America's Place in World History (Hill and W an,.

it has bee.”said that the United States was an empire without being imperial. In eschewing territorial control and
L “in- an empire of commerce and finance, the United States was perhaps prescient. Certainly it helped to

shape the global economy and culture that it dominated for most of the twentieth century. (Footnote, to.tunc ol
the RspuMeHn The Selected Lectures of Ralph Waldo Emerson . edited by Ronald A. Bosco and Joel M yu son

(University of Georgia Press, 2005. p. 325 [Emerson writing in 1863]
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