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‘New York Review of books’, 6 Dec. 2007, p. 67
T h e  S h o c k  o f  In tru s io n , C h r is to p h e r  B e ck iey , re v ie w in g , B re ak in g  O p e n  Jap an : C o n 1m o d o ^ l̂ n v ^ u l A - e ,  
and  A m e r ic a n  Im p e ria lism  in 1 8 5 3 , by  G e o rg e  F e ife r , S m ith so m a n  / C o llin s , 2 0 0 7 , pp . 6 5 -6 7

. 67

In an  a r tic le  a b o u t th e  fu tu re  o f  In d o c h in a , p u b lish ed  w ith  h is o ffic ia l n a rra tiv e , P e rry  had  w ritte n , T h e se  p c o p  e 
are  to o  sa g a c io u s  to  b e  in f lu en ced  by  sp e c io u s  a rg u m e  p e rn ic io u s  A m e ric an  a t t i t u d e  of su p e r io r ity  h o r n  th e  e a ily  
y ea rs  o f  the  re p u b lic  to  th e  p re se n t e ra  o f  sh o c k  and  aw e. H e is h a rd ly  th e  firs t to  call I e rry  an  im p e l .a lis t 
M o riso n  c o n c e d e d  th a t he  w a s — th o u g h  u n lik e  M o riso n , F e ife r  fin d s e m p ire s  b a se d  on tra d e  as p e rn ic io u s  
th o se  b ased  on te r r i to ria l  e x p a n s io n , ju s t as he  b lu rs  the  d is tin c tio n  b e tw ee n  b ra n d is h in g  g u n s  and  tu  m g th em .
H e c k ^ v e l y  q u o te s  a p h ra se  fro m  E m e rso n  to  th e  e ffe c t th a t A m e ric a  is " th e  g re a t c h a n ty  of C o d  to th e  h u m an  

race  " as th o u g h  E m e rso n  m ea n t A m e ric a  itse lf w as  G o d 's  g ift to  th e  w o i ld -
E m erso n 's  p ro p o s it io n s  o f  fr ie n d sh ip , u n less  th o se  p ro fe s s io n s  a re  a c c o m p a n ie d  by  c o r re sp o n d in g  a u  o  
n a tio n a l p ro b ity  " T o  w h ic h  M o riso n  re m a rk e d , " I f  th is  be  im p e ria lism , let us h av e  m o ie  oi u . . e e  i 
p. 4 2 5 . See  a lso  T h o m a s  B e n d e r , A N a tio n  a m o n g  N at io n s : A m e ric a 's  P lace  in W o rld  H is to ry  ( Hi l l  an d  W a n , .

it has b e e .^ sa id  th a t th e  U n ited  S ta te s  w as  an  e m p ire  w ith o u t b e in g  im p e ria l. In e sc h e w in g  te rr i to ria l  c o n tro l an d  
L  “ in- an  em p ire  o f  c o m m e rc e  an d  f in an ce , th e  U n ited  S ta te s  w as p e rh a p s  p re sc ie n t. C e rta in ly  it h e lp e d  to 
sh ap e  th e  g lo b a l e co n o m y  an d  c u ltu re  th a t it d o m in a te d  fo r m o st o f  the  tw e n tie th  cen tu ry . (F o o tn o te , to . tu n c  ol 
the  R s p u M e H n  T h e  S e lec ted  L ec tu re s  o f  R alph  W ald o  E m e rso n  . ed ite d  by  R o n a ld  A. B o sc o  and  Jo e l M y u  son  / 

(U n iv e rs ity  o f  G e o rg ia  P re ss , 2 0 0 5 . p. 325 [E m e rso n  w ritin g  in 1863] /
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