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INTRODUCTION
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This document outlines the Ca?e T(())\\I/VVP] gclllf_ V%uuthl Eampaign for 1985

The document is drawn ud from the reDort—<;
place at the ECC Youth workshop on 12/1/85 fnd~inY” thiU L°°k
the ECC assessment on 3S/1/85 ?or further discussion. prMol "tod "<

The following areas are covered:

ECC YOUTH CAMPAIGN IN THE CONTEXT OF 1YY
OBJECTIVES OF CAMPAIGN

YOUTH CULTURE

CHURCH YOUTH

SCHOOLCHILDREN AND PARENTS

ORGANISED YOUTH (UN; UDFe S rovm. mttcac
YOUTH ORGANISATIONS! 11 — NUSA”' HABOMM; NAnSO; WESTERN CAPE

PROPOSED STRUCTURE FOR ECC CAMPAIGN
SI'MMARY AND ALLOCATION OF TASKS
ISSUES FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION

CAMPAIGN IN THE CONTEXT OF 1YY

The UN .has declared 1985 International Year of the Youth
the tnernes of 'participation, development and peace* \

TvvSiolnC<?°Vi—-haS ad°Ptcd IVV- and the UDF and SACC have c-1,11°‘shr,l
variationslthereon?trUCtUrGS* *“ *"e _—cepted the UN

~dSfr~abothCprog«ssiie and bOoth ; ational a"d international

O N N 1 N ce N N

to.th"ECC vouth campaign and h UY S SKr

for mleTSitUSted Uuithi" the C°nteXt °f the international struggle

N\

s?rlngSen°ECC's“0o " t?e,UDF and SACC 1YY structures will
ECC to makporganisational Ilinks with these bodies and allow

Isation of SA youthC «» mobilisation and organ-



the fact that youth and peace are the subiect of

international attention creﬁtes a space for ECC to wo?k in
gives legitimacy to 1ts work. to,work in and

The ECC Youth Campaign is an exciting challenqge. It allows ftp

S - SST
ential that the campaign is not restricted to white youth and onnog-
Ition to existing conscription but is broadened to include all SA
youth in opposition to militarisation and the role o0? the SADF.

OBJECTIVES OF THE CAMPAIGN

3-1. fRePydlgn 2 broad based anti-militarigaGien MEVEMEAE &mongst

8.2 To educate and mobilise youth against compulsory conscription
3.3 To reach a wide range of different youth constituencies
o 0?7gaSL??SnsCt “Ith “ d 9iVE inpUt t0 a uide ra"5e °f
3.5

a?ly” ndCi »“ na«“ aU®°ntribUte *° 7 Ca"PSi9n "atiOn’
36 70 puild

Q?_organisationally and raise its public profile
1

E
and credibility

YOUTH CULTURE

Stra tegy :

£ he starting point is to gain an understanding of the different youth
“fub—-cultures and to work out the potential of taking the ECC youth

campaign to them. Many cf the existing sub-cultures have in common
ECC i _ . ?hiCh layS the basis for inPut from Ecc-
bSld a ioro ?nf ponriticisf the gut ‘rejection of the system’ and
apartheid? infonned °PP°s4tion to militarisation, conscription and
As well as initiating its own activities, like concerts and small

exdist™Nithin Ul itSelf Int° whatever strugture and forums
exist within %Hg sub-cultures eg. clubs, ?an2|nes an clo%hlng sRops
is

is important that ECC does not come across as patronising but i
sensitive to the idiom an! 'plak' of the different sub-cultures.

KtS WOrk amon9st I'outh sub-cultures, ECC should attempt to
a s an on—-going presence amongst as many groupings as possible,

climaxing in a big youth rally towards the end of the year.



Action:

— small meetings; commercial anti—-war movies and more'

informative
documentaries can be shewn at these

— smaller and more frequent concerts in different areas

— photo competition around the themes of 'the army' and apartheid;
the photos can be exhibited where the cultural roadshow performs

— drawn comics and photo-comics

— articles in Vjla

— major youth festival with music, plays, poetry etc in September

— ECC media distributed at clubs and trendy clothing shops

5. CHURCH YOUTH

5.1 Churches International Youth Year Co-ordinating Committee (CIYYCC)

The SACC initiated the CIYYCC, comprising representatives
from each denomination and from the national student organisa-

tions. CIYYCC has accepted the World Council of Churches’
variation on the UN themes to ‘'participation, justice and
peace’. Structure of CIYYCC divided into committees respons-
ible for resources and media, events, culture, finance, young
victims of injustice support group, and church Iliason and
publici ty.

Activities planned include: international fetes, music fest-

ivals, cultural evenings, poetry book featuring young poets,

monthly theme pokier; regional open air rallies on Easter
Monday; national coordination of youth week June 16

— June 26;
national conference Ilate December. There are also three days
of action planned: 27th April —-(apartheid is a heresy'; first
week in July - fdcus and action on conscription; 31 August -

action around removals.

Aims are to challenge traditional separation of church and
politics; to analyse the church, society and youth in the light
of the themes; to encourage and equip young people to partici-
pate actively in the church; to develop structures which will
facilitate an on-going educational process for church youth.

5.2 ECC Strategy:

It is not possible for ECC to organise church youth - that is
the responsibility of the churches and of church youth groups
Similarly the responsibility for a youth campaign within the
churches 1is that of the Churches 1YY Co-ordinating Committee.
It should however be possible for ECC to offer its input and
resources to tht committee's work around conscription, which is
seen as a major focus especially after April. It is the duty
of ECC affiliates involved in the CIYYCC's programme to take
ECC's message irt.o their church work.



3 Action:

ECC can contribute input and resources to the CIYYCC'<?
on conscription through 1its * LEACC s programme
giving workshops ™edia, literature and roadshow and by

ECC cdn contrlbute %0 %He ETVVBB.S musuc festival and poetry book

A representative from the rTYvrr'
to ensure efficient co.wnunication J °n ECC

SCHOQLCHILDREN AND PARENTS

6 1 Schoolchildren

S j ? nr L ° S I n'n°° Nt avs o tY "v0od enatyrfSrL°tiietUoOn”

because their sour~rTTf lontTrLtT v,.

reach6 Sfm® tIm! scho“dchl W«n are extremely difficult to

it does occur UP pro9ressive ~Put adequately where

In cape Townmthe Social Issues Group (SIG) has establish*”
™ o 2 N 1 N
* |g’a%t Eﬁﬁ UtBS SCSP@ S ngep?enge |tn§88m§e¥hH}a¢§3Pq

schools”™'an™t be tO0 takC oognisance Of the_ differences between
schools and to approach the schools selectively. Also it i—

1 ECS Prescnts its *«P« ~ an appropriHe ly
attitude? “ay’ 18 positive and not °»ly critical 1in

Act ion

' successful w”h SJG the d”"namics of various schools and the most

N

to work closely ECC
rnastersC°ntaCt With <BymPathetic societies, teachers or head-

plays and debates are useful forms of contact

— pamphlets can be distributed at school gates or at 1YY activl
tics but must be well written and also witty activi-—

ed ~ _educational journal-

" and0JhplL rasod, 1?tter u°® ,d be Plac
pr sAinviting schools to approach ECC
— where ECC itself is not'acceptable, its affiliates can be used

monitoring SADF activities in the schools



6.2 Parents

Strategy
The primary target here would be parents whn iv 7
lor P ~::rs The°e N
sympathetic
objectMtcMtheir”ons L~ i1 ng>*>"" W?2UI'f be to P-«nt. to

cadet system opens up the whole queSUon°of*"m ~r i ~ o n O0"1"9 *“ *

o\jt*an°extremelyScarefully ~ t t ~ h " 9 £* Cadet SyStC"™ is to
cadets and that parents have a leqairrlahf%eXP:lalnln9 “hy ECC °PPoses
cadets. Where possible schools and rh! h to prevent their sons doing

be approached to stop cadets altogether!O S In Particular, should

therwith”'forum”~herehthevicanPtalkabt°tOther WOuld be to P”vide
sons going into the amy Y * about thGIlr fears over thei”

Action
making contact with sympathetic parents
writing a pamphlet for parents on cadets

contacting churches about cadets at church schools

7. ORGANISED YOUTH

Nen .
bodies is underlined so that it stands out. eSpSCt °f ~he different
7.1 United Nations
A~ ™ 1 lin"ended by the m to harness energies of youth to
for natl®°nal independence and self-determination,
) economic, social and cultural advance of peoDle and
against foreign domination and occupation. P~rple, and
the livin“rnnHtowards action and results that will Iimprove

vear of r'o COnditions of y°“th, rather than being merely a
Third World?™0" 185 * Prl°rit® ~iven to conditions of youth in

UN International Secretariat established to co-ordinate 1YY

w lt”™~hi”~ec?rny 5hould and maintain contact

for peace~and”l* t?-ra”“se ECC s awareness of the struggles
tS keen ? iteration m other Third World countries;

eciallv «o0o?Hn fme °f IYY activiti®= internationally, esp-
thellnr-?lidarity action around SA and Namibia; to inform

the Secretariat of ECC s youth programme and activities; and,
possible, to win international support for the stand taken



by ECC against conscription and militarisation in SA.

UDF

UDF invited to represent SA youth at UN General Assembly’s.

IYY discussion in October’85. SA govt will attend discuss-
ion but will not be officially recognised.
UDF Regional 1YY Committees established in all UDF regions,

comprising representatives of youth groups affiliated to
UDF eg. Cosas, Cayco, Nusas and Azaso in Western Cape; but

will later be broadened to include non-affiliated religious
and sport youth groups.

Representatives fiom regional committees make up UDF National
IYY committee which has met twice and worked out provisional
programme for '85: national launch in Feb., focussing on
Sharpevilie, May Lay and International Women's Day; regional

youth festivals 16-26 June; national youth festival 16th
December/

UDF 1YY structures have adopted UN themes and will concentrate
on three broad areas: education and the education charter,
unemployment and peace. Will attempt in the process to popu-

larise the Freedom Charters (1985 being 30th anniversary of
Charter).

The ECC should seek formal representation on the UDF 1YY
Committeiin the Western Cape. The aims of such representation
are: to keep ECC in touch with UDF developments around 1YY;

to contribute to UDF's work around the role of the SADF and
the issues of conscription and militarisation; and to see how
UDF and ECC activities around youth and peace can be integrated.

SA Government

SA Govt has accepted '85 as IYY and has adopted UN themes.

Aims to make youth aware of their responsibilities regarding
the development of SA, and to get youth to participate active-
ly in working for peace. Emphasis on long term youth develop-

ment strategy and not on spectacular functions in honour of
youth.

%
Features of govt 1YY plans: emphasis on national pride, multi-
racialism and unity 1in diversity, but also promotion of Afri-
kaner culture; need to combat radical elements among the youth;

military service portrayed as primary responsibility of youth
to country.

Private enterprise encouraged to initiate projects - will re-
ceive State subsidy for approved projects. Govt and other
activities co-ordinated by Dept of Constitutional Development
and Planning. Dept called broad range of conservative groups
and institutions to two meetings In '84 to discuss content of
various projects. We do not have further information about

these meetings.

ECC needs to find out more about the govt's 1YY plans and to
monitor its activities on an on-going basis. It might be nec-



essary for ECC occasionally tn o—x—.1
propagand%

onj~rple of—the vouth alL i
———————— —m question of peace in

Nusas

Nusas work around conscription and militario +<

going. 1984 Nusas Congress decided that the ECC will°h~

Of the three Nusas campaigns in *85 ( othf °ne

1YY and Education Charter). campaigns are

is an af*filiate~crganisatio”~ofUprr ~ length here Gince it

recommendations were made: Nevertheless, some

) . . ., should be
————————————— +}i strategismg and graft. —_
CAG should make a qreater offnrt i
py dlstrib'utnTTT'cv] Wii. ——nrTT .. P°Pu”arise ECC on campus
underwrite thp Per r =>"-\— — 3—-campus organaj;allons to

' j77-a ? e ~ M enr vVepr d *" CAG'™* 1°1inln9 a coherent camp,,.

idemics
Habonim

Extremely activri®“Jap~ow”™—-"eekirnee?”™” for di»f°nalld7’

~glz ,'"V iz n £ u rjrr

c°—°peratiSnSandiferainism,2andlargprog?”~sivJmald?iiSd:!! j'haring’

Habonim sho,,Irt ? members Zionism also means that
Habonim didn* a~filiate"to ECC or * V ° tl=s; Conse
to ECL or underS|q the Dec
Other members however hf>1lipwo u » >
have _responsi-

bility to be involved in SA Bol_itics
regular contact with Olitics. E—C should maintain

jjnd_mecjl_3~and informing the”o"

O

~Npublications

NANSO and SWAPO Youth

Y.°~h ~ I"hej”camlbian
n! of “which are pre-

sumably takini~ITp iyy this ,
P1"9 thiS C°ntaCt would

be a priority for the field worker

Qlher_Western Cape Youth organisation.:

7 ..

been"exclusivelyy"ittf}]"LbBE"gifF” ated" g¥ou oA'EI(E'C!Ssahoul Smggg



away from this approach, which may be perceived as sectarian
and make its resources and media available to ITT youth qroups
that are willing to receive and use it. * —_——_——— -

ECC should attempt to find out more about Muslim vouth arounc
*

and, if possible, make contact with them. _

8* PROPOSED STRUCTURE FOR ECC CAMPAIGN

From the above'discussion it is clear that the ECC Youth Campaign

\% r-6 0 resP°nsibi ty °f an ECC youth committee alone. The
Youth Campaign will constitute the bulk of ECC work this year and"
affiUatesle ECC 33 * UhOle and all ° £ its ~—co—-unittees

In the section on SUMMARY AND ALLOCATION OF TASKS below the various
forms of action proposed at the youth workshop are allocated to the
different ECC committees. The trick now is to work out how most
effectively to co-ordinate these activities.

The proposed structure is as follows:

the different committees to take responsibility for their
respective areas (eg. SUCA for cooperation with the CIYYCC;
the concert and media commitees for work with youth culture) -

a youth committee to be established to take responsibilitv *
for schools and parents and for the ‘'contact' tasks (eg.
contact with, the UN, UDF, and Habonim); broad strategising,
general decision—-making on the various activities,and over-
all co-ordination to be the responsibility of the ECC general
body at its fortnightly meetings and, if necessary, at further
youth workshops.



1

Concert and media committees

work out potential of taking campaign to different youth
sub—-cultures *

investigate what forums and structures exist within youth
culture that ECC can make use of

— small meetings with movies
— smaller and more frequent concerts
— comics and articles in Vula
ECC media at clubs and clothing shops
— major youth festival in September

Church affiliates

contribute input and resources to CIYYCC's focus on con-
scription

— contribute to CIYYCC's festivals and poetry book
invite CIYYCC representative to sit on ECC

taxe ECC's message and media into church work on onqgoinq
basis N

approach churches on stopping cadets at church schools
Youth Committee

Schoolchildren

develop strategy of approaching schools on selective and
sensitive Dbasis, in co—-operation with SIG

— make contact with sympathetic societies, teachers or head-
masters

— plays, debates ani pamphlets

letter in educational journals and press inviting schools
to approach ECC

monitoring SADF activities in schools
Parents
— make contact with sympathetic parents

— write pamphlet for parents on cadets



Contact with other Organisations

" Secretariat"” mai" tain contact «ith UN IVY International

' WesternrcaperePreSe" tatiOn ~ “DF 1YY Comitt* in the

' these‘®on
" HabonimSh ~ maintain COntact with sympathetic people in

— develop contact with Nanso and Swapo Youth

make resources and media available to ’'non-UDF* youth
groups in the Western Cape '

' availabl"to”™ECC 9ainGd fr°m ab°VC

be involved in CAG1ls defining a campus strategy for the year

»—4 NUSAS and CAG

' the'role "thel”F 91 a9al”"St cOmPul50r= inscription and

popularise ECC on campus
make contact with sympathetic academics

— be more involved in ECC strateqismg and graft

ISSUES FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION

integration of ECC’s youth campaign in Cape Town with ECC’s
youth activities 1in other regions

— placement of individuals in youth comittee
— integration of youth campaign with other ECC activities
involvement of cultural roadshow in youth campaign

— slogan for youth campaign/
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