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WILFRID FEARNHEAD. PROVIDENT BUILDINGS,

JAMES PINKERTON. 108, FOX STREET,
JOHANNESBURG,

TRANSVAAL.

Solicitors, TRotades ant> Conveyancers.

P.O. BOX 3324.
TELEGRAMS: “ARBITER.”
Telephone Nos. 33—8316 (4 Lines).

30th June, 1938

WHEN TELEPHONING OR CALLING
WITH REFERENCE TO THI* LETTER
PLEASE ASK FOR

Mr. McEwan

Mr. A. M. Xuma,

London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine,
Keppel Street,

Gower Street,

LONDON, W.C.I.

Dear Sir,

Re Yourself versus Rev. Wright.

With further reference to the above matter our

Agents in Cape Town have been unable to get into touch with
the Rev. Wright and they have been unable to ascertain when
he is going to return from America. They wrote to Mr.

L. L. Berry, the Secretary of Missions, and received a reply
a copy of which we enclose herewith. They now suggest
that your account should be sent over to America for
collection and we should be glad if you would advise us

whether you wish this to be done.

Yours faithfully,
MLctivan, Feamhead & Pinkerton,

ENC



COPY.

Messrs. Dichmond & Dichmont,
Fletcher's Chambers,
CAPE TOWN.

Gentlemen,

Replying to your letter of February 38th re
account of Dr. A. B. Xuma and Bishop R. R. Wright, we wish
to advise that this matter does not come under our
supervision.

The Missionary Department of the A. M. E. Church
did not authorize this loan, neither did it request Dr. Xuma
to advance payment on teachersl salaries. It is purely a
matter to be adjusted on your side of the sea.

We are, however, expressing the hope that this
matter may be cleared up in a most amicable method.

Respectfully yours,
(Sgnd) L. L.BERRY

SECRETARY OF MISSIONS.
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g THU PKbSIOTTIAL ADDKSSS BEAD AT THE COHFTP.« a
OF TH? C m //FBICAN CONGRESS IHLD AT TO BHGHTON POKT SIIZ'.—
BiTH ON MONDAY 4TH JULY 1938.

—PROVINCIAL CONGRSSSSS— =

' Mr, Chairman, Chapter VI of the Constitution of tho African
IJaticm&iL Congress deals with matters relating— to Provincial Oongross-
es and states thfit in each of the four Provinces of the Union,U V*it,
Natal, Orango Free State, Transvaal, and Cape Province, there sh'-Il bo
a Congress to be held once in every year r.t such pieces within thu
Provinces rs shall be appointed* The sr.id Provincial Ccngrera sr.—11
be composed of the Ohiois. delegates and officers of the Congrrai,
nid such other special delegates as may be approved. The Provincial
Congress shall be subject in all and everything to the supreme
authority of the National Congress,

After the Silver Jubilee of the African National Congress
which was celebrated in Bloemfontein iast year, at which the C-pe
African Oongrcss was mere strongly represented than any other Pro-
vinces, it is fitting for me as your President to give you r brioi
outline of the history of the Congress, more especially as the Con-
gress in the Gape Province needs so much re—organising.

The introductory note to the constitution of the A,N.C. L>
that the inception of the National Oongrcss was due to a crying need
for a comprehensive machinery by which to manage rnd direct'national
affairs............ The Provincial Congresses entertained a spirit of solC
control and exercised a defiant influence towards the Mother Congress
which was powerless for lack of proper machinery.

It was not until 1915 when this intolerable position was fuli;
realised, and the National Congress then passed a resolution for the
revision of the constitution.

There were then five Provincial Congresses in existence;

The Natal Native Congress, The Orange Free State Native Congress,

The Transvaal Native" Congress, The Cape Native Congress,and The
Transkei Native Congress, as they were then called. It vrs these
Congresses which were represented at the first National Convention
held at Bloemfontein in January 1912, summoned by Dr. P.Ka Il.Seme
B.A., L.L.B., and the first President was Dr. John L.Dubo of Natal.
Among some of the*names which figure prominently in the early hist ry
of the Congress are the following:—

Capo: Dr. W.B.Rubusana, Eev. E.P.Keti, S.T.Plaatjie, J.D.Ngojo:
Transkoi; h. Tshongwana E. W.Msimang, « Natal: J.T.Gumode, U 7.Ndlovu ,
P'OV. J™Dubev.—. Transvaal; E.V. Selope—-lhema, Dr. P.Kr 1.Seme, 5.M.
Makgatne, B.S.Lotanka* Orange Free atate; J"B.Twayi, TJlJlapikela,
Eev. A,B.PitsoSwaziland: E. Nxumalo.

I can assure overy one hero present that when the history efthe
L,N.C. comes to bo writton peges and pages will be full of stories oi
heroi sacrifices of the leaders whose names I have mentioned, Gen you
imagine any body with sense suggesting that the Congress should be’
abolished!

Among the chief objects of the Congress as stated in the Nation-
al constitution are;— (a) To form a naftiomal vigilmt association esai
a deliberative assembly or council without legislative pretensions.
(b) To unite, absorb, consolidate,and preserve under its aegis exist-
ing political, and eductational p.ssociations, vigilance committoo*",
pnd other>public and priVftto bodies whose aims aro the promotion an;i
safeguarding of the interests of the aboriginal races, {(c) To bo the
medium_of representative opinion and to formulate a standard policy
on Native affairs for the benefit and guidance of the Government.

"The Cape African Congress as this'brief review shows,existed
boforo tho National Congress, and the tern "National" refers to the
Congross of all Provinces combined. There arc some among us who may
rem(irsnggr a largo conferonco or mMNgqungquthola”which met' at Queenstown
in

Owing to tho fact that the Capo Africans onjoyed the franchise
ana other political rights which the Africans in ether Provinces did
not have, tho iengross in tho Cape kept itself more or less aloof

niultsu0 - constitution apart from that of the National Congross

hOo™ h. rooomn.sod tho authority of tho National body yet it
maintained rigidly its own idontity as it still does to day.



— Jlv prodncossnr, The Ilate Bev,HJldolombp. who, like myself_w;.s
President of tho Gape and also Socrgtary General of tho flatlonp—i
Chnprcss told mo that ho found tho Gapo a. muon more
Province than tho others because of its lack of cohesion among its

PGOflorso allow mo to clarify ono important point which | —tool suro
rs mt understood and it is' that an association of mo Congress as
laid down in tho constitution, should consist of district,and local
bronchos pericultural ans' oductationai societies ~ndd*c*'..——.1 ano.
ofher bodios foraofl ior such specific purposes

.a prp cl”solv allied with tho ogjoists nf z&0 v,>hgress

Tho Cengross rocognisos and honours all Chiefs*oy noriva”o an.“utner
persons of Boyal blood and exhorts all its branches to rosier ana

onlist tho sympathy and practical support of tno mm istors 0- religi_on

7"Vw?nt thoglfliSnn!Soplo of tho Capo to.rosliso that too flrloeo
O toss is comprehensive enough to accomplish the an_t/ oi rf.ee,
anp now thpt wo h"vo lost tho franchise we should rally roan—, twv,
coggreﬁs and join up with our brethren m tno north vj pian ou, our

I bogOto ask this conforonco to consirlor two serious drawbacks;
(1) ThG* lack nf funds to enable organisors to travel aoou—;., (<€ me
need for a nows paper that can bo used_for%ropaganda purposes,

The Hrtinnf'l Congress passod a resolution m favour of a national
paper under the control of tho AJJ.O. last yor.r and wo shall bo asked
m tho srhio DroDDS&l this conferonco. it cftis i
Josirfto t“ o this opportunity rod thxnk tho existing Africa nev,s—
~copers fnr thoir vory genorous f.ttitu'lo towards too oongross, rs ytu
M 1 rcplise thp.f thoy g«ee 6 greet leal cf assistance to tho su»«n-—
ing of this conforonco,, Tho executive IS sonousiv cmsiuoimgi tno
undertaking somo negotiations with—-ono or two of them tu soo 1 1~r
the present at any rato, until there is"money, wo coulu not ctme U
somo pgroemont by which wo cculd co—eperaoo to achiove cur oDjoct.
/.FRIGfj LEADERSHIP* ' T ., . Mr -n,
'l feel it mv duty to say a few words on Loadprship* my minu 1is
groatly exorcised over the existence of much rivalry in the Gape and
the oasv way in which communists and other people use tno name ,~
tho Congress to sproad their doctrines_pmong our pooplo?

I rogret that owing to unr.V3idp.blo circumstances tho Ncitionp.l
executive which was to to have met on Wednesday alter hero nas hau to
change its venuo to Bloemfontein, for ono oi »ho Questions to o
discussed is how to put a stop to irresponsible agitators wno go about
about the country without the authority, addressing”meo”mgs ana
takina nur ignorant people's money under our name* i am aiiaicl
shall bo" forced in certain cases to take drastic measures,

is your chief organiser I have made it a"punt of novor,aadrossmg
p public mooting anywhoro unless | have first of all *boainui "he
support of tho local loaders, Advisory-Board tooors,"Ministers and
Teachers, but 1" have noticed that tho rank and flip prefer tho man
wh#% Bcsaos £rom ruutsido a3 ignores* foftiT,— his speech,
utters most extravagant critic:.sms of local authorit—-oa and does n it
worry about what" haopons to tho relations between-masters anfl' servants
or tho location residents and tho municipal authorities as a result
of his spooch. I do not say that Congress Loaders" should not assist
local agitation on behalf of tho wage earners, nor am | opposed to
agitation for better conditions for our locations anu_farms, what I
deplore is agitation not based on knowledge of conditions p.nd such
ps only aims'at making people V pop out hali,crowns ana dion loavo
them in a worse" state’' than boforo. My own opinion” is that such loaders
are not of the righto sort and should not be encourage!, wool chat
it iB tho duty of our .Congress to protect its rank and nlo, and that
no organiser should be" allowed to addross a mooting unless he—produces
p. warrant signed by a"recognised official of tho oody iiv represents,,

I fool also"that in order"” to educate the people to foilow the,right
kind of loadorship, our organisers should ,not start branches in
opposition to local associations which meet the needs of tho oomEsai
but should sook to establish a relationship whereby that local”assoc-
iation shall recognise the authority of the Congress and assis;— or
bo assisted by" tho Congress in some of itB local dnfioultios« imere
there are several bodies without any co-ordination Ol forces tnoro

)ig



perhaps r. branch could bo usefully started but with the consent of

tb"olmust pla"°trpin our people to trust the loaders they taw boat anJ
t them It is * shameto soo how s:no leaders for no reason what—
oooooo r.ro uSdoiBinod nnd rojootod an* inferior man snd . . . toko thoir
nlpf»ns to the detriment of tno National cause. ,
TTrloss wo understand leadership and follow it well wo cannot lookto
Pprliw°ont».CT roprosontrtivos for help for they cf.n 40 nothing for
Sqg rinlpig fo £pvo Drcper loaders ivith whom they could confor am. obtain
rrorosrnt”tivo opinion® It has boon very kind of them to come to this
c nforonco. It sLws how zealous they are to loam from us ana to under-
stand all our wavs.

WIMr!°G™ lor,Stfe'ro?”o(; Einistcr of Ho.tivo Affairs is flnetod to haw
goiri  sporkinp— rt the Protoria University on the 1”°ch Decemboi "6,
*There l'i ke no ai—HXo oourso in native policy. You mat either have
equality and assimilation on tho one hana, ,,r on thet tkor tho gi.llan
rulo of Calvinism and of tho old republics—Ho equality m cnuroh i.b,

or strte. Indecision can only lead us to an abyss. . "

;le fricans of the Capo must be forgiven if wo rebel against the _
prison rulo policy,bocati3o we have been allowed for over 80 years to _
en”y full citizenship rights, and for tho G-ovcrnmcnt to take tnoso ri-
ghts" rway from us without pointing out howwc hove misused them is to
us — very unkindly act. It constitutes a grievance that will last tor
ronorations and may have serious repercussions, for thoao rights wore
°horishod bv our brethren in the north who haadociarou that they wero

rrnrrod to wait for 50 years without a franchise than tako anything

wor than was onioyod by the Ope Africans.

T' explain what | mean let us go back exactly 100 years to 1838 when
the Ope legislature instituted ordinance 50 generally known as the N

OhartPw of tho Hottentots a system of Government which equaliser—,
all'His Maiesty’ssubiects without regard to colour or race,Then go on
ti the principles laid down by the Duke of Newcastle, then .oritish
Secretary of itato for the Colonios iIn his despatch transmitting' the
rr v'vod" constitution for tho Gape Colony m 1800 "It istho earnest
desire of Her ilfjosty’s Government that all her subjects at the Gape
without distinction of class or colour, should be unite, by one b -4
of loyalty"” onl conmmon i n t er es t'" .

Dome nearer by another 50 years and hoar Oocil Bhoaes* ueclaration
—f "oqual right's’tor 1l civilised people south of the Zfaabosi*.

In the Gape Parliament wc had tho late Bov. Dr.—7J3.Bubusr.na represen-
ting Tcmbuiand, and the lato John T~ngo Jabavu as an octivp politician
assisting some of the finest statesmen of English ana Dutch descent to
establish the Africander Bond Party. , . '

To—ir-~y Wo aro told'that iIn spite of all the educate:, men we turn out of
our colleges and Port Hare and those who have graduated overseas, that
we arc not sufficiently civilised to know how_to_oxercise the frachise.
| can not onderstand Bishop Carby’¢ BftittaB M >anBPsid m ' advOCatlOg
tho Qrondvot oolicy as the" right policy for us in oouth Africa.

Some people™dc not even understand that the lan l that tho Government
is buying with such high prices is bought for tho Trust and not for tho
natives which is a totally \ifferent thing. Mind you | think tho

been generous towards™*in passing tno Land'and Trust ‘-

by

s

As your President | can say; that Il hope they will stay with us and
hear the other members 0l the oxocutivo when they introduce discussions
on Land,Labour, “ducation and health questions for which I have no time
to discuss iIn this address.But | can say this, that we must sympathise
with tho representatives in their uphill work. w0 must not oxpoct
impossibilities from them just because we have sent them to Parliament.
Wo must' giver thom time to get usod to Parliamentary ways. They have a
very hard job to educate tno European members of Parliament on the fact
that we aro not a monrco to tho interests of the Europeans of this
country, and to show them as in fact they are already doing, how imposs-
ible it is to'trust tho'Afriean as if he was a different kind of creat-
ure from other South African human boiné&s



I say our Parliamentary representatives arc tlrofid® doing their
iob. Let no quote you extracts from the Band Daily Mail: "The
three 'representatives who havo bo™n sent to the assembly by the
Native Voters of the Oapo have already acquitted themselves with
distinction........ It is not merely that Mrs. Ballinger and Messrs.
Molteno and Hemming arc fluont and convincing speakers, backed by an
intimate acquaintance with the needs of thoir Nativo Voters and oy a
high sincerity of purpose. Nor-s it because those now members have
kept rigidly aloof from the party antagonism with which Parliament
is so prodominently concernod. Tho real reason is to bo found, rather,
in the strong sense of national responsibility which they are bringing
to their taskc They" have avoided the purely parochial and provincial
issuos and have approachod the problcmscf Native well-fare from that
bronl perspective in the needs of bcth Black and White in this
country must ultimately bo rogardod as c—ne” *

Fcr this impression alone our members desorvo cur most cordial
thanks, for wo realise that the ploa that Mrs. Ballinger made for
higher wages for Africans is not merely an appeal to the conscience
but also to the self interest of the White people of this country;
The second thing I want to place before you in connection with our
political outlook m the Oapo is this: Lot us romombor the story of
tho wise men who went*™ to soo the Holy Baby. They wore told to' return
heme by another road for fear of King Herod. Lot us look for another
political roar. back to our rights. Lot our watchword for this confer—
onco_be ut&<y]*m W L3" (NDLiiLA YIffiBl). By that | do not moan we are
to give up tho idea of a common Iranchiso. Oh nol But | see no
possibility’' of our asking for a return to those rights within tho
next five or ten yearsj. besides | do not beliovo wo can any longer
look to tho oouth African Britisher for our champion for those rights.

crd leXx*x hrt Hn Hop.ton Nieholls was not Rppsintod
r of Hp.tivo i.ifeira. vontaro to suggest that tho other ros'!

~ 1A~ nn N r tho extension of the present franchiseto the

;iNorthern Provinces. That is why tho Congress h”s sent Mrs* Ballinper
of Johannesburg to Parliament, and if is also for tho same reason”
that tho Congross calls her" its loader.

mo wc—uld, however ask" our Senators, Parliamentary Eoprosontativos
and Provincial Councillors not to divide on matters of policy. Yfhile
| say th”~t, | want to impress it upon you that unless wo, behind
them, are unitoo and speak with one voice, it is not possible for
them to bo united. Therefore tho call of the Oapo African Congress
forclosing ranks behind our Parliamentary representatives and our

m_ vt
Ministe

members of tho Native'Representatives Council is timely anl must be
responded to Tho third thing |I want to say is that time is ripe for
2 2 ~ut for ways of solf help. | endorse with all my heart

the timely words which foil from the lips of Professor J*bavu at his
presidential address of the All African Convention held on June 22th
1736 when ho”saio 0o should find a solution for an escape out of
poverty* Business and conimorco must be stressed4*# much propaganda
carrmo out to further them. Let us learn to support our own traders

however humble they bo. * 1 bid you all take these words from a lr~v*
o+ worlc. wioe experience. Let our department of commerce be the
harrost working department. I know for a fact that Mr. WeGeBallingor
will =sn_y be too glau ti help in this direction . Go-operative st s
must be taken up as another line of action towards our national
salvation, | would go further and say lot us bring before the National

Congress ano the All African Convention the necessity of exploring
wavs and means by which we could co-operate in commercial antorprises
with other non—Europeans overseas.
INT VRNATI GMAL OUTLObK. *
A |1 believo it sounds strange for me to talk of an International
Outlook. | would not introduce the subject if | did not think it had
somu bearing on the other road policy which I want us f> fallow
I am sure we all understand that our salvation does nit iust depend
on our coming together, important though that it self may be.

»fo must be ready to co-oporate with those Europeans—why want to
? i 5 °r KI1S v? cour_’ntr?/, yes, oven _m. our Parliament,
r st +ty riso_of liberalism, especially 1n tho cities it is evident.
The oouth —frican press with its international outl-—ok is doing a
i «t "ol useful wArk in educating the public of bouth hfrica throuoii
international politics to take a broader view of human questionV
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cultivating *n international outlook wo shell find that
s yj'vOo rrre t> bo thankful f.r at tho present time than wo perhaps
tS. f.r instanco the gift of Lionel Donaldson. You will
fin® th*t nil over the country wo havo many bcnefact”rscn -n smaller
sopl—- like Mr Asher at Gra~f Bainot, Mr. Metcalf at Oradvck me*
othors. Triko our pptrin, the Boy. i-W.Bto U That mm is amply
o—ivinp— himself away as a sacrifice for tho srkke t :—ur Diina,

rad dumb’, *something that many of these among our pecpie whj aru

better privileged, do not yet appreciate, ilith a little m;ru inter-

ne tirael outlook wc should rally round Mr. Blaxall an,. create a

netion»l fund to help him carry on his noble w—rk for our hanoicr.ppoa

oo, pic. I am sure wo would earn more respect from other races.

Look at the Ibyssinion tragedy from an international stano pjint
# i V—-u will be surprised to notice that it has drawn a lot ;f eyes

s rfriCp pnr. has helped to draw non—European”™ nations nearer
each other in different parts of_thc world.

Tnd”™v tho leaders of" the non—European races all ever the vor.lA
arc conferring on the present world crisis. They realise that Groat
Britain in deciding to bargain with Fascist Italy has lot down
Abyssinia and in the event of a bufcst up she has practically lost
power vor the Mediterranean and so the Congress m India is pushing
forward for sovoreign independence. r ! " ' .

The p-siti.*n has its parallel m south Africa, u-reat Britain is
fib ut to lot go tho Protectorates although she understands quite
well that by doing so she will lose tho prestige of her 50 million/?
Africans In her empire in Africa".

Taking the p-—pulati'n of the British commonwealth as a whole annut
80 per cent are Black and 350 million of thesn are in India.

Theref re'l cannot see how England'can bo so short sighted as to plty
with her rights in South Africa more especially as the Gape Route

is the only right —ef"way she has to herself for looking after tho
empire in event of war.

'‘Now shouldn't that give us hope that England’'s interests in South
Africa is bound to ro—awaken and perhaps that would be to our
favour?” | roalisn that looking at things from this p”~int of view is
apt to rrisc rll s rts of false hopes, but | am convincei f the fact
that "Native Bills has brought England?s eyes nearer b:uth Africa and
the eyes of tho non-European races of the world nearer ongland.

It is a case of what will follow. | say let us not get dependent
rad think that wn have lost all. Oar p.?st,Mr. Mghayi, has t3l(1 us
Utth”t the"handle that turris™of the universe is in the hand of God rad

a new world is about to be begotten.

Kkosi aikelol’i Africa.

James A. Oalata.



My. | (0706
15a Gro§venor Crescen,

82753

DearDr, Xuma,
I am soury to have been so remiss about arranging with
you for return of those documents. You shall have them soon. At

the moment, however, it is impossible. They are at present up at

Magdalen, Oxford, and | am leaving for Spain early tomorrow morning
on a student delegation. However, you shall have them immediately
on my return, and | am leaving instructions relating to them in the
event that something ahppens and | do not.

Hope to see you soon



y GnxX' : " The University Union,
Edinburgh, Sodtland,
7th July, 1938.

My dera Dr. Xuma,

It has been some time since | last wrote.
You have, however, been on my mind.

T wonder how you have been since last |

heard from youl | was in hospital for two weeks i*n May,
having undergone an operation. After t&at | went to the
country for convalescence. | am "back to Edinburgh now,

feeling fairly well, but minus my appendix.

If | regain my strength sufficiently to
enable me to travel, | may Corae to London for a few days
during the summer. Where are”pending your vacation?

Our mutual friend, Miss litsiko, married a
Mr. Bennet in Chicago. You will recall my statement last
summer,that the lady in question had no immediate intentions
of going home. | suspected what has happened.

The boys are taking examinations here now.
Dhlamini and Molema are among our boys sitting for their
finals”. Both of them have sat for them before, having been
unsuccessful. | wish them luck this time.

Where is Mr. Rathebe? Is he still in At-
lanta or has he gone to some other city in his itenerary of
social studies? If he has gone to some other city, please

send me his address.

I sincerely hope this will find you feeling
well and enjoying these funny summer months of Britain.

Very sincererly yours,
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221-25 E. Union Street NEW YORK: P.O. Box 21
Jackson?ille, Fla Station «L"
July 134 1937 New York City, N.Y,
Dr. Xuma
c/o Y.M.C.A.

West 135th Street
New York City, N.Y.

Dear Dr. Xuma:

It was delightfully interesting news to learn from a
reliable source that an honorable countryman of your distinction
IS now in the United States on a visit.

I am expecting to be back in New York within a few days
and should your more pressing engagements preclude any possibility
of our meeting kindly accept the sincerest wishes of Mrs Nyombolo

and | for your happy sojourn and success in all your undertakings
While in the United States.

Ever with sentiments of highest regards and esteem,

Very respectfully yours,
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