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Wk A0 ueqxro aoo today L21lat Maeckh 19600, 69 pecple wore kildled anc
180 wounded in bthe Rlack township of Sharpoville in Souwth
Africa.  They vere chot down in g hail of badlets kog Lhe South
African police while taking part in a peaceful peeotest against
ihe hated Pass Laws, which made i1 compulsoryg for every black
Lo carry a reglasbrabion ook and sove only within certain
arear,  Uanddace Piette locks back at the Sharpeville massacre
and ita aftermath.

TEREYS PAND 1 Gunfire. (fHot.  from BROCZ "Sharpeville 30 gears later”
L2A08/790)

KEFS On Mondag, @lat Marck 19460, cunfire vas heard in the black

township of Sharpevilleo. The victiss bhad beon involved in poacoful
et ent aoainst the Pass Laws. Barbara Masehela, Secrctarg of the
ANG (African National Congress) for Arts and Coltwes, explains why

ithe Fass Laws were oo resented:

Fare s 2AND 2 Masekela (Act, details as BL)
Yo could not aet a house unless uou had a paso. You could not
roviater gogr childiceon for schaol unless gou bhad a pass. You
coutad not oet a jobo unless vow had o a pass. You couldd not
travoel ficom one aesa Lo anobbesr unloss gou bhad a pass. Becausoe
ot were black uou had no rdoht Lo be anuwhere.  The Faso Laws
reinforced bhat,  They wees a fore of enslavement.

REFD The campaicon aaainst the Pase Laws in Sharpeville vas oroganised
iy Ble the newly foraed Libkeration sovemant, the Fan africanist
Conorens, Their strateoy was to burn pass books and force the police
Lo akrest them in defiance of the Fass Laws. flis was part of a

courdbruewide campaion of paceive resicsteonce.  On the dau of the
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mareacre, there wero sions U:’fﬁ' the rolice were aleecady informed of

the FACYs plans to march on the police station., Modieoli Mabane was
watching from the door of her house on the sorving of the 2ist:

PR s BAND 4 Mabane (details as above)
1owas standing at the door, guite nervous, when two white
policemen called me next to the fence., When I got nearer thoy
asked ne te aive them water., I teok a jug and glass and 1 took
e water.  So after they deank they said bto moe, “Where is gowe
braedeand® 1 aadd "My hushand has jedined the crowd. Thewy said
You know, at two o‘clock we are going to start shooting” .

KEF. 6t the police station, the crowds had gathercd. fs theu sang

and darced cubaide, the FAC hkeranch secirotary, Ngakans Yeolo went in,

veaariing to he arreosted:

Fade s BAND 4 feolo (details as abowe)d
The colonel who was the commander of the police there, came in.
Ared L osaw kim Lining up kis police and [ even bheacsd kim saging
that theu should lead their guns. And thew loaded thelr quns.

FaE s RAND & Gunfire ddetails as alwowe)
ES1LARL T SE LRI W 14

RERFY The pedice shoet peopde in the baclk as theu ran awau and used
Wigh calibee bullets which cawsed devastating injuries. Poter

Thamelanag was shot in the knees and lost the use of both leas.

TAafrEs RAND & Ltumelang (details as abovo)d
Childdren were screaming around the street, cruing, those who
O ware not shot, cruing for bheiler sothers, bthere was scoreaming,
/)/\ womne others were ivnjurcd, orwing, runnding awad.  Some other
policemen ware basy shooting at those childiean,

LRFEFY Pu now the ceound was littered with the wounded , bleeoding
pitgfusely.  No one knew what to do.  #odieli Mabande stood by in a

aetate of shookt
T

TaE s BaND 2 Mobacede (detadle ag above)
flaen cut of nowhers, & clowd came firom this dicection, a
pitok-black cloud. Then on the dead bocdies, il rained. (11
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the peoplo who wero desd, theo were cleansec. Thero was no

atain Lot on thoe tar road, Plat ia a miraclo whickh bapggponod

That caw,
KEPY SHince Maroh 2let 1960, the Sharpeville mascacre is commencratod
i the townaehin over gear.  For omang people, b omacked a bwendng
point betwoen the passive attitudes of the H0s to the armed struoaole
ard active oppesition of the 60s, #0s and 80,  In the furore that
fool ) omedd, the Seuth GFelcan agovernment was condemned b the
international comeuanity. They were forced bo suspend bthe Pass laws,
alihough these were net abolished until 1%986. The first wave of
gronamic sanchions were imposed and sterikes rocked bthe countiryg. 18,
000 peaple were detained under new ocmergencu regulations and press
reatrichions were imoosed. Tho ANC and FAC wont uandesgerouwrd and the

arined strugonle beoan.

But for some, the pxinfual mescorics of Sharpelillde are sore
paragnal . Nuyakane feole, the man who led tho people o the police

station in Sharpeville:

oy BAND 8 rfeole (Detaidls as abowve)
1 knew, some of these people that are dead.  Hero are mu
friends people who wero older bhan me, who beowght se ap, who
faw me orewing up in Sharpesille to ke o uoung man of 19 uears.
Haes aro oglerls, same of thes wero even gicrlfeiends, who wero
kitled by the police in feont of mg cues.  Hero are people who
balieved that [ was leading thes to freedom and heee bthey died
hefore they oven saw that freedom.

E. WD
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