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Tilt South A frican  Peace C oun cil, 
Johannesburg,

P .O .Q rou tv ille  M ission, 
r la  Durban , Natal. 

November 9,1954.

Dear Frlands,
I  have given amoh deep thought to your kind 

In v ita tio n  to have a« attend the Pesos Congress meeting in  
Europe soon .I  have ooneulted my Natal oolleagues on thw 
m a tter.Tha d ecis ion  1 have some to i s  a personal one*

I era a fra id  I  must r e g r e t fu lly  decline* your 
id.ad in v l t a t lo n . l t  is  true that my presence at. the Peace 
Congress would strengthen the bonds o f  f  t \ ends hi p «. have 
w ith certa in  people end groups In the world. and .robeblv 
create  fresh  con ta cts . I  might a lso be of scm«. value in  
helping the Congress to get c lea rer  instant in to  tome o f  
our problems in  the Union 6 f  South A fr ica . But m. overrid ing* 
concern at the * recent mo.lent is  to organise a id sti enghher. 
our Home fr o n t .e s p e c ia lly  among my p eop le .
In  th is regard X am convinced beyond do- that in  ■t e. sph 
o f  in flu en ce  o f  the African. National Ceugress/the. v iS U  would 
not be irtahe in teree t or' our cause.
I t  could  be used to d isastrous e f fe o t  among our lo s s  */*>/ 
p o l i t i c a l l y  educated A frioans by our reactionary  enemies,
e s p e c ia lly  the Government.

In my humble opin ion  i t  would be unv/ise to 
aeoure the support i t i i i i  and apprjation  o f the world but 
M / W + H  lake-warm and suspiciom s aooeptanoe by the
masses o f  our p eop le . These people ,you must agree, are much
auapeetable to propaganda# 

af*-
I  hold th is  view not on ly regarding f l  m yself 

but genera lly  regarding our l ea^ih£ men in Afrxct*n
National Congress. ,**•♦■ ,

I  mi*ht p o in t ,a ls o  t|Jat I am not yet a member o . the
South A frican Peace Council although I am in  sympathy with the
work o f  the Peso© Council.

Yo ur 8^3 i  no e r e ly ,

A lbert Johm tutu li
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