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From: Provisional Committee to RaatorV'Paul Robeson*i 

139 Vf. 125th St*, Suite 6 , New York 27, He Y.
FOR liaJEDUTE RELEASE

WORLD FROTESTS LOUHT OVER LATEST STATE DEPARTMENT

REFUSAL OF ROBESON PASSPORT

As news of the U. S. State Department’ s refusal of Faul Robeson’ * most recent

pplico.tion for a passport spreads,new scores of ;cr. rests and pledgee of support are 

stroking into the office of tho Provisional Connittee to Restore Paul Robeson's Pass

port from Europe, Asia, Afriou* the Caribbean, Anerioa, Canada and Australia.

I. x  o Robeson's application for a passport to trnvel to England, Israel, France 

and Scandanavia was submitted July 2 . The State Department reply of July 27, signed 

by P-6 B. Shipley, Dir actor of tho Paesport Office, said that the issue of a passport 

was " p r e c l u d e d "  under pcscpor t regulations "upon the basis of information which the 

Department hue received from various sources," Paul Robeson states ha will appeal 

t this decision to the U, S. Supreme Court, if neoessary, on constitutional grounds.

""his fight is not a personal one alone," ho sand, "but one that affoots an in-

P
creasing number of artists, scholars and others, particularly of ny own people, who 

.
are n l-w being denied passports» In this fight for ny cons titutional rights I now 

•shall extend my request* Not only do I want to visit the places already mentioned, 

but to accept invitations from many peace groups all over the world, including India, 

China, the Soviet Republics, many oouch ^ericon.  and Caribbean countries and Africa. 

This I shall do in the interost of cultural exchange so vital to the easing of world 

tensions r" »

The following excerpts from a f«\: of the hunc.red-? oi* passages of support and

t - 

^copies of protects to thj Stott* Department nud U. S ; Pmb&asies over the world coming

c
into tii# Provisional Committee iuuioate that world opinion is with Paul Robesons

From 75 African, ^ndien and white cultural and civic leaders in Johannesburg, 
South iifrica: "Wien the United States Government deprived you of your passport, they 
doprived the people of the world of your wonderful to ice 3 It is not a personal move 
against you - it was a political move of "world-wid* importancec

"To us you represent the real America, the troe ..menca - not of the H-Borat', 
TcCarthy, blood and thunder cornios and 1 ickey Spill&ae - but of the love of peaot; and 
real culture that we know exists among ordinary people evoryrhere« y prevontin you 
from travailing, your Government is depriving itsalf of its finest ambassador."

From NGfrombo, Coylon; “To us in this faraway but lovely tropical Island.of Cey
lon, the namo of Paul Robeson is honored . . .  His birthday i« always oonmemorated by 
tie Robeson Society here which has many 'rvindrads cf m̂ mbar.-s . . .  In fact his voice 
and personality havo left an abiding imprint on tha l'^art of Ceylon. The Robeson fans 
i; Cay Ion s like t;»se all the world over, lock forward to the day when this groat 

s ngor will. be able to tour this physically doomed and s piritually dead planet, and 
with hie heaven-endowed Voic$ rouse the soul of mankind to a*-isa and save itself. ’

From Ivor Pontagu, wall-known English author: ‘In r.ar.3 of Ii.gna Carta by which 

already in Thirteenth Century Englishmen won right of unimpeded travel from and to 
their homeland and whose tradition ia shrred by and links ojr two countries, I wish 
joy and success to campaign to restore tiict right to Paul. Lay his noble voice and 
presence soon bring u 3 ar.d other folks much need&d remindo;’ lof) fundamental virtues 
and character cf American people whose best and greatest ambassador he will erar be ."

From Fucikove, Vice-President C*aohoslovak Peaoe Committeei ‘’Express solida *ity
your campaign."

From a long list of the best known artists of Indian to th-j Embassy in Delhi 1
"The Indian people demand that the passport of Paul Robason be restored to him, and 

that no fat tors bo put in hi* way fee r.ovo from 0 online i* continent s ingins his songs 

of froodcm and peaoe, bringing Joy oKd liopo to millions of people all over tho world."
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D e p a r L l t  ‘ " ,,X a lla - *  th* * * •
the Stato Bepartront fro~i tho («.■■„ * o° with-aolding of a pa**port by

Artie la 13 fe) of tho Universal He at i o T o f ^  v, ^ 1 Robe8on* ™ 3 18 against 

has the right to louve any country i n c l u ^  /  ° Stat9S that ' E™ryom
and tho United States of L n,i v ■' L l u c l n 6  his own, and to return to his country;'

leadership to the rest of tho w - T l ^ r  ° i « ° f 2 *  SM at  P° ’re" s  ̂ is expeoted to give

"In addition, we ore of t h e c - i S o S " ^ ^  ^  inte
is one ol' the strongest means of s < h? ‘  exohange of culture between oountrlee

love of nusic by a w  LooIo™ nd tto J •» '“='» “ ‘d » • « « * »  ° f  the universal

" b- e n d ^ ^ : „ l e -

c a m o /m y  w i T l V L d ^  ™ i , f  ? " ® e“  te U » * -  "W  StoU  Department sorely 
holding of & "  « L i , V ”  ta™  bolne by the with- 7
lighted Aid enthralled me end my frieAjs V b L  *° “n “r "  st '"ho tes de-
western way of life which is s L ,  v, £ /iElerioc to appreciate the harm to our

to economic 6 tranSulation^" * ty * * ’  <*<’aisl ° f  fr08dOT’ thls nosort

icon -Our aPF,al *  the W

licenee for foreign C o n o r s  L  thlt itob8s»'’ , » P ««F °rt  and to give him

the pos sibili ty to lay the found-itirnc thP p9° p 16 6 °f 4119 world “ay have
ship and po.ee in lh e  T J l d . C * of cultural exchange and strengthen friend-

out p l u C ^ i e ^ n 0^  * * ;  ‘  « * *  —  - « *
denyinp lavful uassnnr-r t« 4-ua > r . ‘ . ^  fact that your Government is

foul Roboson have always inspired ne^ith^a ^eofi' ^  ^  ° f

poop!, „ d  I hove alv/uys regsr ded Paul H< b a t o n '^ r H , ^  * " *

be llhe a trug mother0^  hor°chlMref3f* d ^  « * “  « « » * >  and t „ „ *
tidnVor race and^-estore the honour of^t'-eUnited S ^ ” * te « - *  convic. .

Without delay the passport to W  S lo led ’ w T J .S T  by r6“ <’rlnf!

'D u lIe^ 0n " ? i 8lS at0’rS °5 ^  "taff ° f thQ National Library'of Paris to John Foster 
^  T1*  undersigned, members of th.e staff of the National Library of Paris

the groat'Imerican artist w " ' T *  * * " * «  learned ^
to trrvel a t o ^  v , V  V ‘ ^  b" n r6fUSed kis PaESP°rt and Permission 
divorcin- it fr>n nil r o l H ^ l  J nnd urge your reoonsidoration of this question,
renown of p i  v>n F " V  ^ cons^ a t 10ns . ,.o are avmre of tho tremendous

° ‘ hor peopios ■”  h's*r —  t h i r .- r t i T v o o a i

Fron Henri Jourdain of the Yferld Federation of JVade Union- Vienna, " w *  ,m

port of tho /j,oricr.n an"thoritios.0n° ' 66tlCally “ En^st this discriminatory act on the

. . .  " T V ' ’6" ;  ^ f £ itt0- G0-10>'“ 1 Socrotcry of the World Peace Council Vienna-

5: S ^ 1'- r jrs it

Fron the People’ s Irogrescive pert;-, Coorgetouti, British Cui .no "A-oeot whole

- 0f-°rtS t0 « » * « -  Best -vUhes £ \  s u t o s T t T

From writero and intellectuals of Montevideo, Urujnmvs "If  is <mTu.„ . j hl .

Z Z T Z  T ?  Sll1° f r - ^ P U  ° f " "  “ ° rld 011 ̂  bo estab 1 ish anc^strengthen& 
ad, c, i® relatl° ^ ,  that such a great artist, universally loved and
adiaored, should be provented fron leaving his country beoause of policies ho a til a to 
culture, to individual rights and to t,e friend.hip of peoples!"

}
i .
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• ,« d  urlnped*d  across an internation al fro n tier
^  4- ,̂ Pon 1 Robeson vxngea ununpoa»»

The art s ry third annual oonoert

.  of tte v c r M - flo w *  »ta6«  « a  »otor h1'  thlra 
w ith  the appearance o f the vorxc

v. D 1 on the United  Stat®a-Canadian bo rd er .

in beautiful Peaoe Arch Pur, *. eang te rri.nd ,

Although denied .  E x p o r t  to epp<»r

W 8 as the audionce v ,s  ^  athl.t**

1th who are in Vancouver for the fe »u e  Empire <**> ..
of the British — ealth w oh  tpr„ a  out

The neny t!»usunds who node the annuel pilgrl®,.

. . .t i e  flower-splashed elope, whieh a * .  the
«  the e-00th gruen lawn, up the gentio r o t  

across the B...00 i-n & « n Btero bound-

. — — - ° ” r n ° 7  . — * —
, ry. Estietes rm Eed fren fifteen to twenty thousand.

k of 0 000  oars lends weicht to the lnr&er firuro.

* U “  h and warmth of an outdoor affair r e i n e d .  Robeson, thi.

OUC lote ' fornal oonoert Pro.ran ranginC fro* the beloved spirituals of

y8a ,  .a n , a c o y o t e . ■ %  ^  ^  d r ^ t i o  -  Peath

hie people, the fol* ,u=io • ,  - ^  ^  ^  fro„ ly otoitted that he had

e.oerpt fror. !ou..o W  s -oris o a  outdoor audionce.

.... . -t-Mc gelection foi a nug *

some doubts a, to tne suita 1 ^  8inf>er expressed

but these soon vanished. The audience loved it and

V. ■ vi A to ore cent it on the opera stage ol nur ^  
the hope that he would soon be able to proc

"even in my OTO country.'" fipjlt to

• -;nn tie annual border oonoert has been linked 
Since its incoi.^i V- " *. The first

V  . .  +., rescind its ban on Robeson b passport.
,. m 3 »st'ite De wtnen* -c rc# 

force - nftrris^ioh to leave the U, S . tc appear 1®
4-v,o osinror vr&s u n a b l e 'to get permission to

vng held when the oingor
r.ill « Smelter r&rk«rs. ^

n c concert sponsored by the -m3. 
a Vancouver. D. C .. V  ^  ^  ^  *  hln. Sc the great artist

Robeson cannot cone to us, the unxon s ^  ^  haB

* t  to the border and the people floc.od to hear . -

sponsored the concert ^  which gr9ot.

This year the unio r Tnoluded as well were some

Canadian trade union and fraternal groups, -eluded

ings from many -  ^rotestire the passport ban.
n i l  over the T/orid protes^rg

of the messages fron perso ,, "groat iunerioan

V „  , .no . i ll  regional direetor, totrodueed Robeson f,
Harvey i'urphy,

who is loved thrcughcut the ,<orld. CarjQdieui mion, Robeson

. , tribute to the fighting traditioneof " lay "The Man Vfho
A3 a speci-l trib ^  ^  g^  for Jo® Hxll doQ8 OT9ry year, a re-

-  r - ^ p l e  -  all People,

people and vi-U 4-rib” ce to Robeson and
a n vouno- £u8tr*\lian athlete pai- “ ^ifts included

During an intermission a youag K ^ nemt of ^ at country. The g

presented hian with gi B \  ^  Game a pin. 
a boomerang and AustraJ.it
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