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Report on Amsterdam
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The World Council at Amsterdam
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Reviewing and Planning

A deputation to the Prime Minister, a Conference con-
cerned with race-relations, the supply of Bibles and New
Testaments in the vernacular, enquiries into the effect of
modern civilisation on African Marriage and family life
and into better training for the |nd|?enous ministry, con-
cern for the advance of the Gospel among Africans on
farms and on the Mines, the financial situation of Mission
Hospitals, African Schoo_l-feedm% and education, the
appointment of a new President of the Council—these and
many other matters received attention from the Executive
Committee of the Council which met in Church House,
Cape Town, in Janua% _Under the chairmanship of the
Rev. W. T. Whalley, Acting President of the Council, the
Executive Committee settled down to its two days hard
work, rece|V|n% reports and planning out its course for the
next six months.

~ Race Relations. The last meeting of the Executive
in January 1948 considered and approved a scheme for the
holding of a Conference on Rellgilous Education in con-
junction with the biennial Council meeting in July, 1949,
A certain amount of organisation had been done, Speakers
appointed and a rendezvous tentatively fixed. But when
the Executive met in January this year, January 1948 seem-
ed very remote. A new Government, a new Non-Euro-
pean policy, increased racial tension, fresh forebodings—
all these had changed the situation so that, apart from
financial affairs, racial matters were the main concemn of
the newspapers, of thinking persons and of those active in
public service. That there was still needed a Conference
on Religious Education in view of the P[esent-day products
of our schools, both European and African, was not ques-
tioned for a moment, but it seemed to all, and had emer%ed
in committees and conversation time and again during the
latter months of 1948, that in the present racial situation
in South Africa the Churches were called upon to give a
positive and clear lead to Christian people.

It seemed wise to have both a short and a long-range
plan. The short range plan was provided by two things

which had already been organised and were now due—a
deputation to the Prime Minister and a Conference on
“ Human Rights.”

The Deputation. The Social Welfare Section of the
Council, immediately after the publication of the resolu-
tions of the Churches on the Government’s Non-European
p[ollcy, convened meetln([]s in - Johannesburg and aﬁe

own to consider next steps in the matter. - One of the
results of these meetings was the planning of a deputation
to the Prime Minister to Present the views of the Churches
and Missions beIongln?_ 0 the Christian Council. It was
hoPed that the Deputation would be received in Pretoria
before Christmas, and a request to that effect was made,
while the Constituent Churches and Missions of the Coun-
cil were sounded on their support of the Deputation on the
basis of the views expressed in the Churches’ resolutions,
and were asked to appoint if possible their respective heads
as representatives to serve on the Deputation. _

The Prime Minister’s office reﬁl!e that the Deputation
could not be received before Christmas, and later asked
for the names and capacities of those who would be serving
onit. These were duly supplied, and when the Executive
met in January word was awaited from the Prime Minister.
That word came at the beginning of February in a letter in
which the Prime Minister stated that he had carefull
studied the wording and contents of the resolutions adopt-
ed b}/ the constituent and associated bodies of the Council
and that he considered the views expressed in the resolu-
tions and the terms in which they were couched as extreme-
ly one-sided and exaggerated.  Besides, aﬁart from their
Present political intent,” he went on, “they obviously,
hou_?h impliedly, stlﬂmatlse the existing as” well as the
traditional policy of the country as unjust, anti-Christian
and immoral.” " The Prime Minister said that he dis-
agreed with the interpretations of Scripture and Chris-
tianity in terms of political theory and practice contained
in the resolutions, and was unable “to agree that such
interpretations ever can be a monopoly of any particular



person or Church or group of Churches.” In the circum-
stances, said the Prime Minister, he coaid not regard the
interview desired “ otherwise than as an opé).ortunjty to
lodge a protest, and not for the purpose of discussion or
enlightenment.”  “ As the views your proposed deputa-
tion obviously holds are already sufficiently and_ capably
represented in the field of party-political discussion,” the
letter concluded, “ and further with a view to the Prime
Minister’s recent renewed attempt to have the Native
LLUBSIIOH dealt with on a non-party hasis, he does not think
that the proposed interview can serve any useful purpose.”

Following on receipt of the Prime Minister’s reply the
Action Committee of the Council met and decided that a
personal approach to Dr. Malan should be made by the
Acting President, the Rev. W. T. Whalley, and the Secre-
tary, 1o indicate that “ discussion orenlightenment ”
regarding principles underlying the Government’s Non-
European policies, foIIowmg| on the views expressed by the
Churches, was most certainly sought. .

When the matter was finallybrought to the Prime
Minister he adhered to his intention not to receive the
Deputation. In the circumstances the Council had onl
one course open to it, namely to publish the correspond-
ence, and this it did on the 14th February.

Human Rights Conference. On January 17th and
18th, in the Hiddingh Hall, Cape Town, the Christian
Council and the South African Institute of Race Relations
staged a_combined conference on The Declaration of
Human Rights recently signed, with certain exceptions
mcludln? the Union, by the United Nations. | he aim of
the Conference was to examine the South African scene
from the standpoint of the Declaration and to reach some
conclusion as to the possibility of achieving in the Union
the_ human rights referred to in the Declaration.

The Conference began with an excellent attendance,
and though this fell off somewhat on the second day, the
standard of papers given and of the debate was very good.
The Conference was chaired by Senator Brookes, and

apers given were as follows : “ What we understand by
uman Rights,” by Mrs. Hoernle ; “ The Right to Per-
sonal Liberty,” by Advocate D. B. Molteno ; * Economic
nght.s.and Liberties,” by Professor D. Hobart Houghton;
“ Political Rights and Liberties,” by Mr. R. P. van der
Ross. The Findings of the Conference are given else-
where in this issue. Suffice it to say here that South
Africa has a long way to go before its citizens can go about
the world with an easy conscience.

Conference, 1949. The long range plan first envis-
%zged 2 Sym}ﬁosmm on the Christian Attitude in Race
elations. The time that this would take to produce,
however, suggested that it would be preferable to O[thanlse
a conference on the subject in 1949, to coincide with the

Biennial Meeting of the full Council, and to take the place
of the proposed Conference on Religious Education. The
title suggested for the Conference ‘was “ The Christian
Citizen In a Multi-Racial Society.”

It had previously been intended that the Conference
should meet, if possible, at Fort Hare. It was now felt,
however, that with the Institute of Race Relations’ Execu-
tive ar_ld the Hoernle Memorial Lecture being held in
Natal in July, the Conference should, if possible, be held
in Natal also, to facilitate the presence of members of the
Institute’s Executive and others who would be attending
the Memorial Lecture. _ .

The Council’s Executive arranged a meeting of certain
of its members to make further plans during the Race
Relations Council Meeting in January, and as the position
now stands a meeting place for such an inter-racial Con-
ference somewhere in Natal is being sought, and the pro-
gramme for the Conference worked out.” Further details
will be given at a later stage. _

The reports of the year's work on the part of the different
Sections of the Council were encouraging and dealt with
many interesting matters.

Social Welfare Section. In addition to plans for the
DePutatlon and Conference referred to above, the report
of the Rev. A. W. Blaxall, Convener of the Section, re-
corded the apparent effectiveness of the _mang protests
against the proposed regulation 1890 affecting the collect-
mE of money from Africans. No further steps had been
taken by the authorities as yet. .

Within the Witwatersrand Church Council there had
grown up a FeIIowsth—a group of some fifty people who
met monthly for fellowship and discussion. This was
something in the line of the small cells of Christian peaple
envisaged in the Council’s earlier report, the “Plan of
Action.” It was their intention, in line with the original
vision, to purchase if possible a small farm in the Roode-
poort area which would be admirable for interracial, inter-
denominational gatherings, and as a centre for the Fellow-
ship or Community where retreats might be held, con-
ferences and courses conducted, that would give a lead to
interracial Christian work on Ih_e Rand. The Executive
was asked to become the official trustee if these plans
mature, a function that would entail no financial responsi-
bility on the Council but would enable it to fulfil its earlier
pledge. The Executive approved this in principle and
now awaits developments. ~ There can be no doubt of the
need of such a centre or of the valuable service it can
render, partlcularljr_ on the Reef. One recalls the words
of Bishop Hans Lilje concerning such centres : “ Menaced
as we are by the demons of technology and politics we
must create again well springs of peace and tran%ulllty—
retreats such as the Beguinage in Bruges under the pale



blue Flanders sky, with its walled in Church and little
houses, which still remain a place of quiet in God.”

~South Africa, in concert with other countries, has estab-
lished a National Commission for UNESCO in the Union.
Representation on the Commission is open to interested
bodies willing to serve the cause of international co-ogera-
tion in accordance with the purpose for which UNESCO
was established. The Executive accepted the recom-
mendation of the Social Welfare Section that it was desir-
able that the Council should apply for such representation.

Medical Work Section. The Council has been
gravelv concerned at the critical situation in which many
of the Mission Hospitals in the Cape Province have found
themselves. One Medical Superintendent stated that the
Mission Hospitals \vere “ worried sick as to the future.”
The following statement was tg/plcal of the position in
many a Mission Hospital in 1948 : February—Notification
of Modified Grant from the Public Health Department ;
April—Public Body notified Hospital that with' responsi-
bility for hospitalisation now resting with the Provincial
Administration its grant of £1,000 would be withdrawn ,
Appeal to Province elicited reply that they had been over-
paid in 1947 and the amount would be deducted from 1948
grant.  Situation met by dismissing 12 of the staff, closmg
one ward of 25 beds, asking firms to take back unuse
equipment, abandoning improvement of water supply,
and abandonmg| provision of facilities for nurses.

The Council's Secretary, therefore, in the absence
overseas of the Section Convener and the illness of the
Co-Convener, in collaboration with the Roman Catholic
Hospital Board, and on the advice of a doctor who had
kindly offered to present the Mission Hospital case to the
Central Hospital’s Committee, addressed to the Mission
Hospitals a comprehensive questionnaire asking for full
detalls of their position. The Mission Hospitals, with one
exception, which held things up for a time, responded
admirably, and the Secretary was able to prepare the 400
schedules and a covering statement regarding the general
position that were necessary for the use of the Committee
and the Provincial Administration. ,

The whole matter went before the Province, backed up
by reﬁresentatlons from other ttuarters, in December 1948
and there is reason to believe that the critical position of
the Mission Hospitals is being ﬁlven more favourable con-
sideration by the Province than hitherto. When one
remembers that the Mission Hospitals are not an over-
lapping of services already provided by the Provincial
Hospitals, and that they fill a large gap in the exmtmq
hospital services, providing over 60 percent of the tota
avallable beds for Africans In the Transkei alone ; that the
introduction of an ordinance promlsm%v}‘.ree_ hospitalisation
has meant great reductions in the Mission ~Hospitals’

income from other public bodies who nowr regard the
responsibility for the provision of hospitals as that of the
Provincial Administration : and that if the Mission Hospi-
tals were taken over by the authorities they would cost
very much more to run and the staffing problems would in
all ‘probability prove insuperable, their case seems un-
answerable, and that is to sa% no word of the most import-
ant aspect of all for the Church—that, at present, mis-
sionary hospital doctors are missionaries of the Gospel.

Evangelism. Missionary matters in particular fall
within the scope of this Section, and during 1948 much of
its attention had been given to two or three research pro-

jects.  This in itself gave weight to the suc]xgestion of the

|.M.C. that local research committees should be set up to
function in connection with the Research DeFartment of
the 1.M.C. Preliminary enquiries had revealed that for
such a committee in the Christian Council a Convener was
available in a man who felt the importance of research, and
that the regional missionary councils were prepared to
appoint one of their number to he a member of such a
committee and to function as a liaison officer between it
and the missionary' council. The Executive therefore
decided to set up such a Research Committee, the Con-
vener to be the Rev. Mungo Carrick, M.A., B.D., of Fort
Hare, with members of the committee nominated by the
regrional missionary councils. ,

ne Whitby Conterence of the |.M.C. instructed the
Research Secretariat to “ initiate studies of the present
arrangement for the recruitment, training, and mainten-
ance of the indigenous ministry in the Younger Churches.”
Important surveys of certain egions, including China and
India, have already been made, and it was suggested to the
I.M.C. that a corresponding survey of the training of the
ministry in Africa was very much needed at the present
time. The raﬁ;d growth of the Church in Africa made
this concern a high priority in the pOlICYOfmISSIonS. The
survey would not be intended as yet another academic
report or book on the subject, but would be undertaken
with definite practical aims in view.

A p.rellmllnarX enquiry had been conducted by the
Council during 1948, and the results forwarded to London.
These, taken in conjunction with similar reports from other
territories in_Africa suggested that a survey proper would
be of use. The I.M.C. had therefore written asking the
Council’s opinion of its suggested plan, viz. the splitting
up of the continent into four regions—West Africa, Latin
Africa, East Africa, and Southern Africa, including South
West Africa, the Union and High Commission Territories
Southern and Northern Rhodesia, and Nyasaland, the
survey to be conducted, possibly, by travelling district
commigsions as in_India. ,

In"discussion of the matter the Council felt that the



method adopted in India would be hard to work in this
country. In addition it should not be lost sight of that the
indigenous ministry in South Africa did not mean only
African. Nor was it clear at what results the survey
could arrive that would materially affect the present posi-
tion. The matter was referred” to the Research Com-
mittee to handle and to report to the Action Committee.

1948 had also seen an enquiry into the degree to which
specialised traln[n? In “ Missions ™ was given to ministers
of religion and intending missionaries. The enquiry was
conducted on a world scale by Professor Mvklebust of the
Norwegian Mission Institute and formerly a missionary in
this country.  The subject was of interest also to the 1.MC
whose General Secretary wrote : “ The extent to which
the teaching of * Missions " is finding a place in the cur-
ricula of theological colleges and seminaries is a matter of
deep interest and concern to the LM.C. The fqrowmg
influence of the ecumenical movement enforces the nee
for scholarly study and effective teaching of the history
and expansion of Christianity and the theorY and practice
of “ Missions.” It is my personal view that the inclusion
of these subjects as an integral part of the theologwal cur-
riculum (and not merely as optional extras for those who
happen to be interested) is likely to be the most effective
means of strengthening the ecumenical emphasis in theo-
logical training.”

The third research project to receive attention, and
gossmly the most important, was “ The African Marriage

urvey—An Enquwy. into the Effects of Modern Contacts
on African Family Life with special reference to Marrlage
Law and Customs.” The study is being undertaken K
the International African Institute and the [.M.C., wit
financial assistance from the British Colonial D_eveIoPment
and Welfare Fund and the Carnegie Corporation of New
York, and is expected to take about eighteen months. Mr.
Arthur Phillips, K.C., former Legal Adviser to the _KenKa
Government, is directing the survey, and under him the
Rev. Lyndon Harries, a former misSionary of the Univer-
sities Mission to Central Africa and now on the staff of the
London School of Oriental and African Studies, will study
the problem from the point of view of Christian Missions.

Questionnaires have been sent to some 80-90 persons in
the Union, but so far there appears to be little evidence of
co-ordination in the survey. "Moreover one correspondent
had expressed to the Executive his fears that, without this
co-ordination, the South African scene might not receive
proper attention.

The Executive felt that before the Council could itself
do anything in the matter it would be wise to ascertain
what part was being played by the Department of Native
Affairs and the Institute of Race Relations in the Union.

While appreciating the importance of these research

projects as having their P_Iace in a wide connotation of
“Evangelism,” the Executive felt that attention must also
be given to the evangelistic work being done—or not being
done—among labourers on farms and on the mines.

Women’s Work. This Section had maintained con-
tact with the Women’s Associations of the different
Churches during 1948 and was able to give in its report an
interesting picture of the work being done by women in
different denominations, and the increasing part being
played by young and by Non-European Women.

Mrs. R. D. Aitken’s return from overseas early this year,
after her attendance at the Baarn Conference on “The
Life and Work of Women in the Church,” enabled the
Convener of the Section, Mrs. C. D. Wark, to arrange a
very representative gathering of Church women in the
Cape to hear her give at first hand an account of the
Conference, reference to which was made in the last issue
of the Quarterly.

A committee has now been formed for this Section on
which the Presidents of the various Women’s Associations
or their d.eFutles are serving, and it is hoped that the
Section will make a new degree of co-operation among
these Associations a practical reality.

Literature. The main item in the activities of this
Section in 1948 has been the preparation of a new hymn-
book for Prison work. This will greatly facilitate the
work of prison chaplains since the new book will contain
some 28 hymns which can be sung to common tunes
whether theé language be Afrikaans, English, or one of the
African Iangua%es. “The work of preparation has been
do_n_etln collaboration with missionaries and African
ministers.

The Executive considered the question of the production
of the book and suggested that the Section Convener, the
Rev. G. Mabille and the Rev. H. P. Junod should approach
the Dutch Reformed Church to ask whether they would
accept the book, and if so, to approach the Chamber of
Mines with a view to their printing it in quantities sufficient
for Prison and Compound work.

Some attention was given to the production of a pamph-
let in the vernacular to combat Communist propaganda
among Africans. There was considerable difference of
opinion both as to the extent of this propaFanda and as to
the wisdom of publishing such a pamphlet. Having in
mind the Fropos_ed conference on race relations and"the
subsequent publication of the report the matter was left
for the time being in the hands of the Social Welfare
Section. _ o

A beginning had been made in the co-ordination of the
output of literature from Mission Presses, but the Churches
and Missions needed to be far more responsive and awake



tfo the need for this before the matter could progress very
ar,

The shortage of Bibles in the vernacular was again
emphasised. Overtures had heen made to the British and
Foreign Bible Society and to the 1.M.C. on the matter
bit small improvement could yet be recorded. The local
branch of the Bible Society could only supply a few copies,
and these direct to Missions. o

It was reported that the Morija Press of the Paris Mission
had received permission to produce a Sotho New Testa-
ment, though fresh plates had had to be made as the Bible
Society’s were_ worn. _

The Executive flnallgldemded that Lovedale and the
new Dutch Reformed Bible Association Press should be
approached with regard to the possibility of their assisting
in the local production of vernacular Scriptures.

Education. The Committee heard from the regort of
Dr. Alexander Kerr of the excellent work done by the
Union Advisory Board on Native Education and took note
of the welcome support given by the Minister of Education
to Native Education. _

On the European side Miss S. C. Kachelhoffer,
Convener of the Section and lately organising Secretary of
the Christian Education Movement, gave a comprehensive
picture of work being done in Religious Education through
the Schools and Universities, the Sunday School, Youth
Associations, and the Home. o

The Secretary brought from the Students’ Christian
Association Council meeting a pressing appeal for more
support from the English-speaking Churches for English-
speaking work among students. The work was weak for
lack of support, both moral and financial. In particular
it was hoped that Churches would set aside the second
Sunday in May as “ Student Sunday” and, if possible,
take up a retiring collection for S.C.A. work.

The Rev. S. Tema brought the needs of the Bantu
Section of the S.C.A. work to the attention of the Churches
and asked that when makln? grants for this work Churches
should clearly speufg that particular Section to ensure
their being used for Bantu work.

Youth. The Rev. Basil Holt, Convener of the Section,
who is also Field Officer with the Institute of Race Rela-
tions, recalled to the Executive in his report activities of
the past dyear including the Winter School of Race Rela-
tions and the Non-European Christian Conference, both
held in Johanneshurg.

It was pointed out that whereas the Department of
Social Welfare of the Johannesburg Municipality had
made available to this Section a valuable survey of youth
organisations in that area, nothing of the_same nature was
available for the country as a whole. The Section had
therefore sought to compile a list, but the response on the

ﬁart of the Churches had so far been lamentable. Letters
ad either not been answered or answered so vaguely as to
be almost useless for statistical purposes., Another
attempt_ will Brobably be made to obtain this information
and it is to be hoped that the Churches will give their
assistance, _ o o
The collection of such information is a preliminary to a
;%roposed Christian Youth Congress for one week in"1950.
he purpose of such a gathering would be .
(i) to impress upon youth the Christian message and its
_implications ; . ,
(if) to promote fellowship and understanding between
_Christian youth of all races ; .
(|||2 to challenge Yo.ung people to dedicate themselves
0 Christ for full time service in the home ministry or
the mission-field.

D.R. Federal Missions Board. An application for
direct affiliation to the I.M.C. came before the 1.M.C.
Committee at their meetlpl? in Holland recentI_Y. Thou&h
the constitution of the [.M.C. does not permit of the affi-
liation of other than Christian Councils, and admits one co-
operative bod;/ in one area, the Committee welcomed “ as
an experimental measure the presence as an observer of a
representative of the Federal Missions Board of the Dutch
Reformed Churches at future meetlnﬁs.” In view of this
the Christian Council Executive felt that a similar arrange-
ment should be pursued locally, and it has therefore sug-

ested to Dr. G. B. A. Gerdener (who represented the
Board overseas) that he might care to join the future meet-
ings of the Executive as an observer for the Federal
Missions Board, and that the Board might extend a similar
invitation to the Council. B

Penal Reform. The Rev. H. P. Junod, Orgamsmgf

Secretary of the Penal Reform League, ?ave an account 0
the present ﬁosmon in respect of penal reform and sug-
ﬂested that through the Lansdown Commission the nation

ad been (ﬂ:ven a charter for penal reform. The Lea?ue
looked to the Churches of the Christian Council for full
support, and it was to be noted that co-operative measures
for chaplaincy work would be called for to a greater extent
in at least the larger prisons, while church members could
help by foIIowmg up the imprisonment of petty offenders
—which was still done in spite of continued protest—in
their own areas and pass information to the Penal Reform
League. . .

Resolutions were passed at the Executive meeting
regarding the loss of the President, the late Dr. J. R.
Darbyshire, Archbishop of Cape Town, and on the passing
of the Right Hon. J. H. Hofmeyr, expressing the Council’s
indebtedness for their leadership and sense of impoverish-
ment in their death. A special resolution was also passed
indicating the Council’s horror at the Durban race riots.



Collection Number: AD1715

SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS (SAIRR), 1892-1974

PUBLISHER:

Collection Funder:- Atlantic Philanthropies Foundation
Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive
Location:- Johannesburg

©2013

LEGAL NOTICES:

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South African copyright law and
may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise published in any format, without the prior
written permission of the copyright owner.

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or
educational non-commercial use only.

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate,
distorted or untrue. While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand
has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or
omissions and excludes any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any
related information on third party websites accessible from this website.

This document forms part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations (SAIRR), held at the Historical
Papers Research Archive at The University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa.



