
EVERY BREATH OF THE Notionalist Government has ceused b new puncture in the Nationa

list  balloon. Six foetid whiffs let loose the Defiance Campaign in 1952 and since then 

the ball hns 3 tscdily (T,one down* Tot ever the Public Safety Act with its speil of Par- 

1 ianentery Fasci?ri and tne Criir.inal Low- Ane a. at Act, the lew of the whip an: th sjam-| 

h'.vo pr*>v , 4 ■ . " r- fc«’ I fr^r. floundering*

This : " tha o.'trndi * ion . f * * •• . • : prt : . ■ * • , , ,

rtivf;, •■•onfi rent in the future# in the Fr^caci Cl r ter, - v.n ! the J.etlow • ist ov err*|

- i.«.r i t c: r i •. • . r .e ,  re- r«srlvo, driven to desperation 1 upheld their creed of j 

;:;i1 1_ Supremacy io tho face cf r. unparalleled movcsier.t for national Lifvrntion -nd nua- 

nn rights.

_  X . lleled it. is in broadth, unitj

W
th woecii in their multi racial Federation s nd the A .K .C *  ^otcon1 r L-. -**u- - poised a<- .i- A  ■ 

tnc joverm: r.t on the side of human ri/r .ts .

Yet to >-.11 intent • r.a rur t nr.c, t h- Euro; e~V - arc left oa'.sl 1. •'■I- r. . - - ed___11

Thin is th' u.oct Uisconc . rt 1 n ~ sro<.t of the r o it t i- .I  ::ltu t .on f . y and th'. on-. whirh 

the Cor.,~ress Movo-r.ont, n • rt iculi r ly + hr C .C  .E « ,  mu at rivo i ‘ s ? r . 'U j  e.tt-.nti on* ih . ro- 

b~l3m~ is how to win tho suppcrt~ th is  sec tip;, and Iren,;'.-. > _t' deriocrati.; / lliancc .

Th. Natione list attacks on democratic ri.htr, rti< • lar !;* th ■ S '* A-t, tnc Jrrua  

Act, the J.<?. Bill ; nd the S.A* Amendment Act, hcv< tmlutnk ly Left th ir aj r 
o .ct ions cf the 2uropern population* Th-. rovtr of (■' :Ucck 3. ?h rcvoment, stemr.ir:’- 
f ror.: the attack on thu cntrenched c lr use' oi the 5*A* A t ,  • inpointed the yulnor .i i 1 -1’ 

of the 1'1C Constitution to Nat'* subversion* The <ir Ity of the United Pi.rty end the 

asc of Parliijncntcry rachincr-. to waylay t:>o Constitution ■■roi*. t th. women into oean 

.xtrc pc rliejEontary stru . 'K  a;* Inst the V  tior.» Hot 3ov rnr-ent. *hoir t itr F rii 
rent ua an instrument cf democratic rule hr.a t-.-on noticoat: y 3'nt M  -..re . since t i;v.p- 

tion of the 3cnh Mov •->»«» n t . Th. ir diaillusionment r.nd s- r..-< cl i iti lit., h ; ! -or. .u.- red 

by other 3ections> the Europe .n population.

The onphrjis of the wonon's cer'paign hr9 b--.cn to "Save the I.'IO Constitution" • . d to 

A p p o c t  tho 1 >10 Agr
1 ienn to the father s of Uni or • I :u P ■ '-ck 3r sh naively . 1 i . v •; th t th*. o r . ‘ it . . they 

tsly defending io moral and democratic one. Th 't it wi s founded or. tho 

jple. They c l 'i n  to ho democratic, and aincorelv believe that they rc .?•>*

( cy
' rt !’ c tonaci ouf 

will of tho poo]
ieSg no. Yet they stand -loof from tho majority of the un..r,:r- ■ -.i . ; le of South 

Africf • Europeans .dc.irc ;nd support them* Yet they too st nd or. or.e ■ i . •

rut is thingn stand, the Nationalist G o v e r n m e n t  is becomin,. more ruthless n . le ;r  de

mocratic and tho domonstr'tions of tho Black Sash h ve rjr.ountod to nought. With thu par

tial disappear.'.nco of the entrenched clauseo, the Tsomrmt of i»pf stc h 3 boer. r <.chod and 

the FT ck Sash J!ovcrr*t»nt and the Dcfencro of the Constitution League c r 3 0  no f urtnor *

The oxclusion of the Congree.o Movement from participation in the struggle of the 1-ck 

Saah Movoment, together with tho differences ii, - m r c c h  oi th- two v nonta n led to 

the two struggles taking place indopcndortly of or. r.not cr* Ih-.- situation if xr licab.c 

in that the Blrck Sash were upholding a constitution that denied tho nr iority of tl.e pe. 

pic the right to democratic government. Their campaign cut across Congreu), adding noth

ing to the struggle for oqual dtu.^ocr^tic rights for 1 1 .

Tho emergcnco of the C .Q .D .»  not as a sporadic mevoroent of protest, but no ' full- 

bloodcd partner in the stru-g-le fo r dor.ocracy, is one of the m-. jor foaturca in thlc_jjhc_p 

of tho strvuMcle afainst the Nation-list Ooyornmcryt. The role ol the ' .O .D .  is s*?lf-ovi- 

dcntl to proclaim that the 1910 Constitution was a fraud and doomed tc xtinctionl That 

nino-tontha of the people wore debarred from tho convention which gave birth to c consti

tution which sot the pattern for the r c iv liu  of tho 1 s t  40 yoar3i Thrt i f  we are de

mocrats wo ^ust agree to the first  principle of done ratio rule - govornment of the maj

ority of tho pcoplo by the people.

There ia no doubt that many Europocns, confused and denornlisod with the hopelessness f 

of their previous form of strugglo (of lack of i t )  will sec no other wry out and will 

joing hands with the Congress Movement and proclaim as accrud not the 1910 Constitution 

but the principles of the Froedon Charter.
Cont. on Page 2 .
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D* r ra»»nt» itself end the Congragg Movement as thy t >

__ _____ l2J?Qll.r ,J ie*_*T ic.ar and onters Into their drily atrupyU a . there i n ever r a j
or. tc bolifv *J *_r ny *1 1 1 join tho ranks of tho Conrross Movcai.nt•

■ onstitutional atrugglo hr* brought nany Europeans free to f-a 

1 rights of tho non-Europoars, the .11 eruptive effccts of the 

■ or. of Corsnunisn Act will f.ocus attor.tion on the reoctionrry 

iovorrui.ent towards tho working class . "ir .ilrrly , tho Popula-

w i t h  the doir 
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f -port Acts w ill highlight U  deuocr * ic 

ir proposed extension to African wocer.f- . 

taondnont Act in go for o.s it applies t t 

similar effcct of ocphraisin.- tho over- 1 

the teat Congress' a l i a  that "an injury to • 

ocr tic rights or none".

- THIRD ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE C .O .D . IS AP-SCl 
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' a. I.'tioVi; list gt jnt this sun* 

ublic scrvico". ’/a t wr s this 

rvice: Housing? Education?

■•c, it w-3 r.cnc of the;:e. 

y was uc-od "to ir .fcm  the world

1 : r.d, oar' lip': for fcreir

o d w  ■' t '. rov crrjr.ent w h i c h t .

t r' di 1 1 < n:. of /oatcrr "i- 
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Lout tho '.v .■ cf lire , attitudes and a or.,- tr.c susceptib]
• r r.es of South Africans

« no r<_ r.ootrble r.an v/culd quarrel with

vorn.cnt i f  it w n t s  to toll the world

his cour.tr>. After 11, that is the

i:;t-mation- 1 understrnding . . .

' s For te llin  ti:c world about tho

irou»aatft«cc3fl of South Africans - w ell, t

)i Soutr. <il rir~t>.t •; r hr vo no diroct

k s » wow 3
P  ry much H  ce the

jx ctlj what life  la lik«. for hui'.ic.r. fccin/a 

..ore - c.speci' 1 ly i f  your sicir.s arc the 

wron,’  colour I

PART Or ST.iTE 
But tho hitc!,, cf coureo, lies with the

, r  - r
pr.„f. .1 * f

n o r . t  d c u / r t y  - d v e r o c r v  i n  * r. 
G o v e r n m e n t  .

L e t  u s  t a k e  r. q u i r ' :  p e e p  . 
j c r - t  o f  S o u t h  : S r i c  n  . i f f  i r .  
t h e  D i g e r t  r e p o r t  r, " T h  S c r a j  
C l o s u r e . " :  t.' . c h i ^ f  c o i j . t r  i

-r.al

in c .

word "St t e " .  Th. S t
i r  a n  i n t o  r  1 p a r t  o f  ‘ 
A n d  t h e r e  l i c r  t h  r • . .  
i g a t e s  r u c h  i n f ' . r  • t i o . i

And i'o b  c f  t h e  s t r t v . .

I n f e r :  t . i o n  O f f i c e  
r t  -t r . ” r  h i n c  • 

F o r  i t  on l y  d i c a c r -  

- s  f r c i l i t r . t c i j  t h e  
Ke j o b  o f  t h e  t a t e

nro rrir.tod s 3ul-l 

nE3tc.bli::hec! illo^- lly - Cpi 

of protect - Vi’ife  of fo m c r  rod 

Now School for 11 pvsrils ■ ffect 

On thu ..NO Conference, tho .. 

re - " 'No ligr.toning of stor; 

Bantu repe r t . r rskod to lerve - 

liter-turo s ircjl to

Sor. other h rdlir.o. : "Pro .icro* 

''ossrgo - Plq-. i.adc for rrci-1 juati'- 

t-ry h ad srys South Africa nc.da uj.

' o

Ln, t r

r t -
■t id-

jorv*, own pec-

i s  t o  c o e p  t h e  n o n - E u r o p e a n  p e o p l e s  - n d  i h i r  
a l l i e s  i n  s u b j e c t i o n .

How do s t h e  S I O  f u n c t i o n ?  It.  h - . r  offices 

i n  s e v e n t e e n  ovcrse 's  c r r i t a l s  -  9  i n  Europ, 

4 in t h e  A n o r i c a s ,  5 i n  A f r i c a  a n d  1 i r .  A i» -  
t r a l i , - .  Most of itr w o r k  consists in difitri 

l u t i n g  offical publications liko t h e  "Di;-;ost 

of South iifrican .’iff i r s 1' r.r.d  b r o u c h u r e s  
nuch^aa "Land c f  S u n s h i n e "  a n d  "South Airier 

Q u iz ". The so ore sort to news par,or editors, 

rovcrnnent o ffic ials  m d  intending settlers .

DISTORTED PICT:;RE
Yh-t sort of picture does the overseas 

reader get - "of the lifo , rttituJee and cir- 

cupstancos t>f South Africans* frors the SIO? 

Not nuch guesswork is required to -newer this 
question. ♦

t -

H ig r a n t  a r r i v a l s  i r i o r o a r i  -.g* " U n i o n  a 
w a r n e d  < e s t « O i ‘ R u s s i - ' n  i n f i l t r  t i o n  i n t  
.’jfr i  . a" 11 British  f i n a n c i a l  e d i t o r s  o r t i  
ic 'bout S . S .  Pros i o c t s "  "!JM invest i r t o r s  
never saw Africa" "Closure of Russiir; Con

sulates ! l o r  a to Africa" "Bantu er o r . l a a -  
tion support* apartheid" "Aluost unlinited 

prospects for industrial dove lop:r.cnt" "X'hito 

donors aid Indiana" "Or vc profclens cf r.on- 
Wiito 3tudonts abre-d."

Yes, two hundred and f ifty  thousand poud 

is being jpent annu- lly to prosent the v/rrll 

with a picture which tries to camouflages t.̂  

L iseries  and bondage of tho people of Scuta 

Africr . This r-.onoy could well bo used to 

ameliorate scs.o of the vo ry conditions t . 
Iicts -re attojaptiri^ to hide.

: Ut thojf- yrefar tc ^  it for I ; a . ,t ,o .
?ftS  casa of  utter ao lit ic :!  l-mkr.r* •, Vis
-.uot surely taco ^he cake 11 

- -  -  -  .  j -  j
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^  30 TKZ COLOURED Vet. rr s vr.-'hor.y :v s  cocn

to nr. onJ. And whrt ■- \ orf orr.nnce il w>.o I

Bc-t wo or. the conductor (Nr Strijdo^ • r.3 the

"THE SOUTH AFRICA ACT W A S , . . .  ENTIRELY THE WORK OF SOUTH AFRICANS, 

BROUGHT INTO BEING BY SOUTH AFRICa IJS AND FREELY AND FAIRLY ACCEP

TED ................. " - The Black Sash, Vol 1. No. 2 .

O

IMPLICIT IN THE 5 . ; . .  ACT 13 THE ASSUMP

TION THAT IT IS NOT DESIRABLE THAT THE NON- 

EUB0PE.J* PEOPLES SHO ' '-..VE THE FRANCHISE.

p i

■ icr 
)tely

cr :h.c' 4 r '-r-u,

rr. ret\tton w h s  ,~iven to

'■ •. . u.-KU nd s u t t r ;  .. lr«-od by the evcct 

A

.•.i.tic w hite  u n it y  f i n f  1 r.ovi.r.or.t.

If  the dehrt-' in FrrlU-rjont struck: only 

discords in the cars of the op: refsod poo- 

r las, it wrs rrecisely bec-use t ’r. ONLY CP’J- 

CI..L ISSUE, nerely t:.e -ucstion of tho vot

ing rifrht". of a :<c'-tion of the non-European 

pcor>lo8, was quietly pi.'ocnhclod. In its 

rl cc there wns r 4 ir«.-.cr.o discussion er."tho 

t-.c-r.ning of <■ white rrr.'s pledge" nd ” P r- 

l i 'r c n t 1'' sovereignty#

vrhy die the o fficial  Opposition* (• nd ho 

tho I lack Sash outside P rlicvr.c t)

And it i- r e : . 8 0 ’ y 

Black Sash  acccptcd thi 

* r ♦ * •• w. r inev it 

thi

ix.c'uoo the I • P ■ 

- 1* elicit  c.83’x ■ t i orv

VJl J;

*■/
lo

M'ivon

nc no

cohorts of tho VIr.clc 3as

. llow itself  to bo Eidetrcckod in ’ o -v/oidiry 

t:iw iasuc of tho Coloured pooplop1__right to

HONOURED OR DISHONOURED, OUF CONSTITUTION 

XS ROTTEN WITH RACIALISM FROM TOP TO EOTTOM.

INDEED, T!:E SOUTH .ART ACT IS, WAS AND 

..LWAYS WILL PE A DISHONOUR.’.rLE CONSTITUTION, 

■•nd thoso^who pl-.r •. for the- o? ervancc of 

its nrov: • . onr rt. only ask in.; for tho r*-- 

cerv lion of tho strtus quo. Their quarrel 

with tho .1atd is not over direction, but 

ovnr cc and icthod#

THE ,'C'fjRESS MCVZKE'T, HC'EYER, REJECTS 

THE DIRECTION AS "ELL A3 THE METHODS OF THE 

NATS. WE REJECT IT BECAUSE WE Hi VE SEE

jte nd non - Europe- '-1 voting n f; h ts in 

net' 1? Tho r newer lies in ti. fact t: t

jntary Orposi4 ion croups

ON

ACT-

THAT THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA WANT A 

CONSTITUTION EMBODYING THE PRINCIPLES 

FF.,.MED III THE FFEEDOM CF..RTER#

NTS'

ic European Pt rli

id the Black Sash r..3ED THl IR ^....t'a IG

t h e  fo n d a m e n t ..l  a c c e p t a n c e  of  t h e  s . a  —

p.. SIC CONSTITUTIONAL INSTRU>!EKT FOR ENTRENai- South Africa hr.v 

ING '’'HITE SUPREMACY, -AID r.ISEN'FP,'. 'CKI3E1IENT stitution .

0? THE MAJORITY OF SOUTH AFRICA'S PEOPLE.

--oOo-- oCo--oOo-- oOo-- oOo-- oOo-- oOo-- oOo-

P.JU.I.A'ENTARY POTTAGE

And that is tho truth of the nr.tter: 

Only when tho Ch-itor is r^-lised will

a truly honourable con-

-cCo—

"The Union Government is . . .  building up a 

trsic force for us out si de South Africa c- 

iri3t external a^reosion." - Mr Er csbus.

The word "b: askap" hr d beer, twist d in cver- 

sc 'f propagrnda :nd  the wcrd "br-s" wl.ich 

hrd kindly significrncc in Afrikrr.nsjn be

came raisr^presented tc monn "tho nan with 

tho whip". - Mr P .fi.Bo.ccr (Srp-. report).

" I  request tho Minister of Justice to make 

r .V 'i lablo the records of casos heard bo- 

fero the Courts under tho ( Iarcorrlity) Act, and we will then diacovor wheth.r nero sup

porters of the United P ’.rty wor<_ convicted 

under that Act th. n supporters»of tho Na- 

tlonalist Party ." - Dr. Steonkor:p.
- - - oOo - - - oOo - - - oOo - - -

"I  have • lwi-.ys toid the police there w- c 

soaething I ntinired rbout them: they nov- 

er squoal." - Mr. Bwart.

S:<in colour is not tho scle fact cr ir.volv- 

od in colour f<sclin| •

. . . There was, rni still  is , such feat

ures of physiolo,- ic 1 and anntacr.iul chcr-

- ctor, rs for oxrx:plo, body build, shrpc cf 

counten; r.ce, fo m  o* heir end body odour.

It is those differences which, in ny opin

ion, lie far more ot the basis of tho r.~ 

pcrtheid urgo, as far as the groat e c ss of 

the Europer.n catnnunity arc concernod, than 

tho colour d i f forences"• -

Prof. A . 0 .  C illiers  

- - - oOo - - - oOo - - - oOo - - -
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'YHO IS NOT familiar with tne f-.pous statue of D*»e Justice balancing a pair of sc£les 

before her blindfttldod eyea? Justice has never reolly beer blind in Snuth Africa (in  the 

lower Courts, at «ny rate) but with the Prohibition of Interdicts B ill , the blindfold will 

be effectively rraoved from her e /o s .

In ternae of thie Bill the Minister will 

be ablo to order the removal or diapoasessjm 

of f.n African even i f  in doing so ho is trans

gressing the law.

* African* ore prevented from applying for 

restraining interdicts i f  the Minister is 

acting outside tho law.

* Interdicts, reviews or other appeals aro 

proventod fror. holding up tho M inister 's  

edict. *

S(no ono once rctnftrV'pd : ’’ T :^  Jo-irts are 

Open to ell - like the Ritz Hotuli" Or the 

Carlton Hoteli Doubtless tho fiction  w ill 

still be retained that all may c.v il them

selves of our judicinl machinery. In fact

•ds Bill goes c Ion?; way towards cor.vertirr; 

ir Courts into a preserve- of Europeans only.

Its effect is to dorrivc Africans of re

course to the l"w and thereby to establish 

the stupefying principle of on<. i**.w for Af

ricans and another for Europeans•

This ie an attack on the Rule of Law (by 

plncing the Minister tbovo tho lew) and on 

the Courts (by narrowing their offoctivo 

ju risdiction )•
3ut above "ell it I r  an S t t 5 W W « i l  '

African peoplo who on occasion h vo found 

rolief in the Courts when their rights wore 

infringed. No longer will an African be • 

ablo to obtain a Court order restraining Ha 

illegal ejcctnent fror. home or d ijtr ic t .

Kot oct'iafied with attempting tc strip 

the Africans of the clc^orts of humor, dig

nity , the Nats arc new trying to destroy 

as legal personalities - a reversion 

> the times of t ’nc Roman Empire when a 

slave had as much l o r d  rights r.r a cat or 

piccc of furnituro.

Although this Bill ia rimed primarily at 

Africans, it throws overboard certain funda

mental legal and constitutional principles 

which cannot but affect tht European people 

too.
1* The dangerous procodent hr3 b on estab

lished that a Minister van be vested with 

powors enabling him to act in do irr.ee of 

oxisting laws protocting the rights of «■

'individuals.

. oft'icirl who made the

-nrtic cor-mrnt "This ir a stab in 

the br.r-c for louth Africa" on l«arniry; of 

Tlubfc Pasha’ s ejection from Jordan wr.b not 

stretching the long-bow.

HiJ attitude was an expression of South 

A fr ica 's  new rclc as tho 'Veat'.rr. World's 

Special Branch in Africa , tc which the Mid

dle East is the northern '" t o .

Earlier this month Die Vol'shlad ra- 

portcd: "It  is rythorit-.t ivaly otctod 

that tho Union's possi b le ' rticipatlon 

in the *w: r in the Middle East will be de

cided 4n the light of c ircu  r.t .nees."

( 1 0 /5 / 1 7 “/  ) %

CON^NSNTAL • INTERESTS

The very possibility  that South Africa 

\n"j enter a War thousands of milcj away 

indicates the full scope of the liationa- 

li-.t’ a tr- ns-cor.tinc.ital int-rosts.
■I

T h i ' is duo tc a number of f r t o r .  :-

1.  601/. of the Union's oil and petrol ccrnos 

frotr the Middlo Erst, racking the pro

tection of the sourcos of oil ,  cs well 

as tho , rout os by which it cor.es to 

South Africa of vitrl strategic ' -rort- 

anco.

2 . Tho rcaointment of South ..frica by the 

'■fost (v.’hich his lost its strategic foot

holds in the North) as its gendurme n- 

grinst t'n*, National Liberation Movi- 

monto in j'friqa.

2 ."o u r "c o u rtI, who.sVTa’lue restsT  t «  tf flc^go 5 ?  .Tho ijh»oroets ci sproading

1 :

oxtcnt, on their being open to afl desir

ous of availing themsolvos of judicial re

l ie f , hevo had their fio ld  of operation 

drastically curtailed . This j&iil gives tho 

strong improsaior that our judicicl system 

is being converted into an instrument to 

servo tho racialist ideology of the .Jcts, 

and as such can only undermine tne relrtive  

lndopondenco which the judiciary has hither

to enjoyed.

BOTH THESE ASPECTS OF THE BILL HAKE IT A 

MATTER OF FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE THAT EURO

PEANS REGISTER THEIR STRONGEST OPPOSITION 

TO AN ATTACK NOT ONLY ON THE RIGHTS OF THE

i&omL

their idoolog#lover the continent and 

also finding oiw mr.lkot(.' (thcra is al- 

rerdy considerable trade with Nigeria, 

Gold Coast* an i'Egyp^)-

(*Countor Attack* inviter renders to 

oxpress thoir views on tho points 

raised abovo).

- - - 0O0 - - - 0O0 - - - 
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juit make the heat they can of .any pernicious system of 

jWe begin with a very brief historical outline.

J  PfShlet® fwmSatl̂ ĥ̂ l? pSlĉ fSr̂ Sfof1 SdU08tlon
' " atlVe M UC° tl0n 15 of the Progra.nme states ,

j ' t r u s W s M p :  n » 4 S i t y ea n r f  °n ‘ 5? * * * * & "  of
. „  2  should be ti ^nculcate th® ^ » lts alms

fr: 8 I  supporting Christian-nationalist Natlve^Com^unlty.”01^ "

_______  -oilowed^the*above S n s l ™ ^ M t i 0 ? tf r ”  » «  to 1951
hope for progress for tho "Bantu" l w  i n S * felt  that the only 

system, divorced from the edu£atioJ i? s®farate educational 
Africa and based on

contained in p ^ a g ^ p h " ! * 8^ ' 8 roco,n"K ™iation of the commission is

Bantu child w l l ^ i  e"able to f l n ^ h l 1"  SUC? , /  way that the 
to follow oral or written *ay ^  Eur°pean communities:

a simple confers, , ,  U A t V ' t f  “

first  time l ^ t h ^ r l ^ " ^ ^ 1?!? Ac‘ , b8ca“ > and for the 
was not merely different, in quantity or ?n introduced which

k universally known but d ifferent  in kinH £rom education as

1 all  to see when Verwoerd *ook cv ? f5ct be-Cam* clear

and airectives regulating the lives of teachcrs^nd  p u p U s f yUabUS,iS

fundamental a l m ^ f Seduca’ lon^and t ltn is <̂ 8Uei 1S th° nc6L tlon of every 
that trained "Bantu" doctors teart ™  8 Policy which w i n  ensure 

The content of Bantu E d S cn u Jn ?  «  1 “ ' f ^ ' 1 ]  ^  hc P o n c e d ,  
ro meagre, so narrow, so unimoortantthn? Education League, is 

the department which deals with other aspects' of " L m c l i f 0"  t0

to secure that the A f r i c u ^ p c o p l ^ s h a l ] 11̂  lfJddl? ston > "is an attempt 
the civilised  community of South Africa *„ LVor “ clp  its home 'among 
perpetuate 'white supremacy' tv Gn L w  iu «■ designed to 
shall be taught from the earliest vea™  ^ h?t ®vpry Africon child 

him above the level of certain fo i& i  of lebouJ!'"1’0 ,1S " N °  Pl" Ce for

when they m ention "antu  ta u c a U o n t ,1 \ l C i , i JeT? Cy,'TOVU^  o f l"culture" 
acquires In 2 grades anu certen? ? Is U  H 'o r a c y  one

in some schools from har-iHt-d partly literal-™ ? !i Vi,ng lnstructlt|n

hopoiessly

ia lt a t s  ? *hat culture 7 - the bible for 2 hours a week, singing



av * . jc x ■' «'•"« *•'*’ *T  ft. i *2
">'1nttf •: *iti*S <■■*  * M "*-5

for. 40 > minutes a week, drawing for 20 minutes a week, crafts for 
20 minute*, arrwtek*? - ■*>« ■

. v r .»i* . . y ■ j *■•

And the prloe for that "l iteracy " that "Culture" - to be taught 
to be Christian nationalist "natives " - to f it  into the boer, 
broederbond white paradise - to have no contact with roal education, 
with the heritage of mankind .

It is also completely incorrect to compare Bantu 
Education with the education which the whites of South Africa obtain 
or which is available to the peoplo in other capitalist  (non fascist) 
countries. Not with standing its weaknesses and its 'pernicious' 
aspects it s t ill  seeks to pass on something of mankind’ s horitcgc.
It still  trains and teaches qualified people without wrecking the 
faculty for independent thought.

It is necessary to bear in mind the fact that most of 
the peasants of China, Vietnam and Indo-China were illiterate  yet 
they knew where their interests ley and proved their superiority 
over better equipped better trained armies because their hearts end 
heads had not been moulded and warped by fascist Ideology.

On the other hand the youth of Nazi Germany were 
^Fltorate but their minds had been so moulded so filled  with "master- 

race" ideology that they became d isciplined , murderous machines.

We maintain that African Children will not be deprived 
of anything valuable by means of a boycott. To the contrary Bantu 
Education is so harmful in reality that it is not true to say that 
it  is better than no education at a l l .  It is in fact designed to 
bo a weapon against the liberation movement. Ifr is a deliberate 
attempt to use the classroom as an instrument in the implementation 
of white supremacy. As Duma Nokwo said on pages 18 - 19 of Liberation 

(October 1955) *-

"I t  is important to realise that Bantu Education is not merely 
designed to destroy the political consciousness end understand
ing of the African child , so that he may be a dumb and contented 
serf, but it is positively designed to produce Nationalist 
cadres, who will sow seeds of hostility  against the Liberatory 

movements, sabotage its campaigns and attempt to terrorise and 

A  intimidate progressive peoplo.
Bantu Education tnus constitutes a positive political 

front against the movements."

In our opinion there is nothing of education which the 
African might perchance receive in a Bantu Education school which 
ho would not through the African Education Movoient have in home 
oducation and in a cultural club without indoctrination.

We therefore support the Africa- National Congress's 
decision to boycott Verwoerd's schools, but a boycott is a process 
which involves explanation, consistent steady propaganda, messive 
well organised work leading to withdrawal from school in any area 
only when the people are ready to carry it out, oven for a short 
period to begin with . There can be bo fixing  of a date for such 
a boycott which must pe part of a campaign which is not static but 

which snowballs to success.

To oppose and defeat Bantu Education is part of the 
general struggle for a democratic South A frica . There never will 
bo proper schooling for all until the people are liberated .
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The N .E .C .  elected at the last Conference in June 1955 set 
about the work of i :plemonting the resolutions passd atr that Con
ference against the background and inspiration  of the Congress of 
the People. The N .E .C .  recognised that as a sponsoring organ

isation of the C .O .P .  and in terms of a fosolution passed at this 
Congress, the C .O .D .  was committed to do a ll  in its power towards 

the implementation of the Freedom Charter.

To this end the Joint executives of the four Congresses 
mot in Durban in July  and adopted a plan for popularising the 
Charter. This joint mooting agreed to set up a National Con
sultative Committee consisting of tv;o representatives from each 
of the four sponsoring organisations and recommended that Provin
cial consultative committees be_ set up in the various regions to 

be composed in the sat.: manner/ These consultative committees 
were to ensur the continuation of the working together of the 

Congresses and the carrying out of the- plan adopted.

Your N .E .C .  elected two representatives to the National 
Consultative Committee which met in Johannesburg. Our National 
Chairman is chairman of the Natiorr 1 Consultative Committee and 
our ctuer delegate is the treasurer. The National Consultative 
Committee was responsible for the publication of 50*000 copies 
of the Freedom Charter in th four languages, but pirns to bring 
out pamphlets and propaganda material wero hampered by lack of 
finance. At tines the National Consultative Committee mot regu
larly and well but latterly this Committee has not had sufficient 
contact vith the other regions. C .O .D .  members in Port Elizabeth, 
assisted in bringing the. Port Elizabeth Consultative Committee in 
to existence in Octobcr and good contact is being maintained bo 
tween C .O .D .  and the other congresses as a result . The Trans
vaal Consultative Conrjnittee has worked ’.-ell over the- last six 
months, C .O .D .  representatives pulling their weight. V isits  
to country areas nave been paid over the week-ends and public 
meetings have been held in some centres where the Freedom Char
ter has been put forward. This committee brings out a monthly 

bulletin .

FOPT a i Z A B S f l

Over the past year an £ttempt was made to strengthen C .O .D .  
nationally. The National Secretary visited  Port Elizabeth at 
the end of September and spent a week there.. The Branch was 
reorganised, new ofTicials  electcd and mcmbolrship improved, though 
s t ill  small. The Branch commcnced to meet Regularly . The main 
activity of this branch has been in articipating  in the African 
Education Movement. A weakness in this cantre, partly due to 
shortage of personnel and partly to a resistance common to most 
branches to do area work, has been sales of literature and d is 

tribution of lea flets . It  is strongly recommended by the 
National Executive that this region try to find-ays and moans of 

contacting the European population.

BENONI

Attempts were made to reorganise the Benoni Branch and 
although a few house meetings wore held and contact kept with 
some people there, the Branch is hot functioning. It  was 

fhoped that a representative from Benoni would have been



at Conference but for various reasons this was not possible, 
Money was collected in Benoni for Hoad Office  funds.

• ' o

fitiSES&UA
A few v is its  wore paid to contacts here but although 

money was collected there is s t i l l  no functioning Branch in 
Pretoria.

• 4DURBAN

LThe arrival of additionr.l C .O .D .  personnel to Durban
in T uly increased the activ ity  of this branch. The Region 
which had previously mot spasmodically reorganised their 
work and met fortnightly. Contact with Hoad Office  was 
good especially  over the- last fe\; ninths, as mail was dealt 
with promptly v.nd . f r ic i  ntly fro:, both sides. A serious 
attempt at area work was made v-ven the branch canvassed num
bers of people with questionnaires. Unfortunately this 

original method of Contacting Europeans was dropped, after*, a 
good start. The usual handicap or lim ited ,busy personnel 
hampered this work, but it is our opinion that in Durban as 
in the other centres, members fight shy of ^oir.g out to the 
European population. Literature sales are slov; in Durban. 
Little  is done to organise drives and members depend on 
meetings and functions for selling  literature . Leaflet 
distribution is -tackled when material is received from 
Johannesburg but as far as we know the branch has not issued 
its own leaflets  on any local topic.

The Consultative Committee is working well in Durban, 
and the Congress of Doniocrats^has good contact with the othor 
congresses. C .O .D .  members are active in assisting with 
political classes together with the A .N .C .  and the N . I .C .

Durban C .O .D .  members are at the moment assisting 

with the formation of a women's organisation which intends 
to a ffil iate  to the Federation of S. A. iTomen and to parti
cipate in the campaign against passes.

CAPE VIEoIZRU Rl &I Ui i

A comprehensive report submitted by this region is 
before Conference, and we are encouraged by the emphasis in 
this report of the need to do more work amongst Europeans. 
There has in the past be^n a tendency in Cape Town to con
centrate its forces on working in Non-European areas, ~nd to 
neglect activity  amongst Europeans. We also find  their 
critical analysis of the weakness in "door to door" work 

j  very healthy and promising.

Elsewhere in this report we have commended Capo Town 
for their leaflet  publications and coupled with tnis we must 
link our praise for their good work in organising public 
meetings and the able way in which new people came forward 
as speakers, to replace banned leqaing members.

VJe would like to express our deep regret at the ban- 
nings of  Sonia Bunting, Bennie Turock and Albie Sachs.
Their loss as active members has been felt  by the movement 
but we arc happy in the knowledge that their example of hard 
work has been so ably  followed.



m m

This regions consists of four active branchos and two 
inactive ones. Since last conference thore has not been much 

change in  membership and recruting has been slow with tic excep
tion of tho Bellvuo Branch, which has cor^iderably increased its 

membership.

Bollovue’ s work amongst tho Europeans in the area has 
excelled any done anywhere in South Africa  by our branches.
Through extensive leaflet  distribution , literature selling 
poster campaigns, discussions on local issues, as well as 
general ones, they have kopt‘ in constant touch with the people.

r' i

There is a need-' h e r f , though, for more soricsus study 
courses in tho branch itself  to assist (Specia lly  now young 
people in their political Understanding of tho^r work.

The Johannesburg Regional Committee is at pJesont dealing 

with a very important potential for recruiting  members. Through 
the campaign for the signing of the Charter at tables  in tho 
streets of Johannesburg (a campaign in it iated  by Hillbrow Branch) 

contact has been established with people sympathetic to cur views. 
Some of these people have been visited  in their homes, but much 
work s t il l  has to be dono. Interference from police v?l-■> raid the 

tables from timo to time, has not stopped the work from contin
uing. nor has it  inimitdated people from signing th~ Freedom 
Charter. %

#

Our main handicap in contacting the signatories is ,  as 
always, the limited number of poople who are prepared or able to 
canvass. A resistance to this work must be broken down.
There is a resolution before Conference asking other regions to 
start table campaigns for the signing of the Charter 2nd wo 
hope it w ill  bo seriously considered. would remind the other
regions thrt Hillbrow branch undertook the organisation of its 
first  table with much trepidation and tho results surprised even 
the most optimistic. It  is through these tables, as w~ll as 

through other forms of area.work that the small groups of 
C .O .D .  people working in Durban and Port Elizabeth' couJ d widen 

their ranks.

HILLBROV/ BY-ELECTION

The Hillbrow by-election held in Johannesburg in Sept- nber 
afforded this region a very good opportunity of introducing th 
Charter to the electorate. Some members of the Johannesburg 
Region disagreed with tho N . E . C . ! s decision not to support 
actively Friedman1 s campaign but the N .E .C .  propos d to issu^ :: 
statement commending Friedman for his stand in resigning from the 
United Party on the principle of the Coloured vote and asking 
people to vote for him in preference to thv. United Party candi
date} but tho statement -jould also point out the weakness of 
Friedman's opposition to the N ationalists , It  would also have 
dealt with the Freedom Charter, which it was intended to d is t r i 

bute.

A general meeting of the Johannesburg region was called to 
discuss the N .E .C .  's  decision. After a thorough discussion uh<- 
majority of those present voted in favour of the N .E .C .* s  policy 
on this election. A minority s t i l l  felt  it more important 
that at this particular period a ll  efforts should go towards help
ing Friedman win election, and our statement, w .uld  lose him votes. 
Despite disagreement by some, the Johannesburg members carried 
out*the N .E .C .  directive magnificently (thosu who wished to can-



vasff were free to do so ). Hundreds of hones wore visited  and 
C .O .D .  policy explained and the Freodom Charter introduced for 
ll.c f ir«t  tlfic. I t  is apparent that work done in Hillbrow during 
that election contributed to the success at the Hillbrow tables r. 
later.

W H J S .  M W g g  .

A loss successful demonstration of sufcport in Hillbrow was 
r a public meeting which was called  by the Hillbrow Branch in the 
1 Skyline Hotel. The object of the meeting wbs to populariso the 
t Freedom Charter and C .O .D .  policy. Propaganda for the meeting 
\ linked up the Senate Act with the n e d  for a new constitution as
I outlined in tho Freedom Charter. Poor attendances at public 

meetings jn subjects which the general public s t i l l  feel  do not concern 
them directly, is something to be tackled. t is part of the 
general weakness of our work of rallying  tho people andfwc would
like to quote h ero ‘from a letter in New Age j-

T h y  have we fa iled  to rouse the truly democratic forces , tho 
A  bulk of the population against this measure (The S .A .  Am endm ent  

Act) Is it because, our eyes fixed  on th noble vision of a 
people’ s constitution whose foundation has been laid  by the 
Freedom Charter, we consider it not worth while to defend what 
little  democracy we have against utter destruction ?"

In  contrast to this poor meeting, two very successful 
meetings wore held on the Police Raids. These meetings were organised 
by the Congresses, the Liberal Party and the S tA. Labour Party.
For the first  time excellent co-operation was obtained with tho latter 
two political parties. Propaganda for the mootings was, good, well- 
known public spepkers led by tho Bishop of Johannesburg were on the 
platforms end geherally a basis was established for more joint work 
with other organisations. Congress members both fifon tho platform 
and floor, did not f-.il to link  up the Freedom Charter with these 

I; raids, and signatures were obtained after the meeting at tho Trades
II Hall.

Another attempt was made by C .O .D .  to hold a joint meeting 
^ i t h  the Labour and L iberal  Parties on the S .A .  Amendment Act. but 

fthis time unsuccessfully. The N .E .C .  therefore proceeded on its own 
land held a very worth-while meeting at the C ity  H rll  Steps (a  very 
useful forum when it oon be obtained) The public listened with 

\ Interest to a speaker who put forward the Freedom Charter as the only 
true alternative constitution . Many signed tho Charter at a table

• at the Steps, and letters came into the o ffic e  from interested poopit.

BANTU EDUCATION*

In  terms of the resolution passed at Conference C .O .D .  
member'' continued to assist the A .E .M . movement. Two N .E .C .  members 
are particularly active in this movement and doing invaluable work 
there.

C .O .D .  members havg ,assisted to fora, local comnittees which 
give assistance to cultural (flubs.

Population Begistration.

The Government's action in demanding £hc production of identity 
numbers for marriages, births and deaths was campaigned against 
and was exposed by C .O .D .  as probably i l le g a l .  A pamphlet "Your 
Number Please" was produced and sold. Bellevue Branch held a 
public meeting which was poorly attended.



IV- „ In  riost centres C .O .D .  assisted  S .A .C P .O .  i n < 
fighting c e c la ss if ic a t io n " . In  Poet Eliaabeth particularly

helpGd to organise S .A . .C .P .O .  into opposition against this
I iu U S UP C •

• -Durban Region was concerned with employers who
were refusing to empldy vjorkers who had not their identity  numbers, 
ihis patter was referred to the local connittee of S .A .  Congress of 
Trade Unions to endeavour to fight it  in the Tr?dc Union movement.

Anti-.Pass CaapalEn.

Thc National Executive Counittoe sent a fraternal 
delegate tct the African National Congress Conference which met in 

\‘r L  in December. The delegate delivered a me a sage which
\l n . ’̂ i^h Froedom Charter, Bantu Education and the Anti-Pc.33 
J Campaign. This Conference undertook to fight passes for African

1 VQi l  rf ^holc pass system and C .O .D .  undertook to strnd
* benindthem in their campaign. The campaign was to be planned by the 
I, l, '■ : -on.i Consultative Committee who cvevtually called a joint execut- 

\:\ ° L th? con gresso s(S .A .C .T .U .s iB co  , Having joined
, j Lne w .c .c . j  xhe joint meeting undertook to support the campaign 
\  against passes by assisting  in o r g a n is in g  aha mobilising the people 

into opposition to passes.

• An important milestone in  the campaign was the V/omcn’ s
demonstration at Union Buildings. A campaign magnificently 
organised by the Federation of S.A.Women,culminated in 2000 women 
lodging their protest agaisnt passes, Bantu Education, ethnic group
ings and all apartheid leg islation . C .O .D .  played an active part 
m  this campaign both as individuaijmonbers participating and 
collectively through our organisation. The Secretary of the 
Federation of S .A ,  Viomen is a loading N .E .C .  ipomber,.

Recently a conference was called by the Federation 
which w ill  Ion- be remembered for its enthusiastic inspiring 
determination to fight the introduction of ras .^a  for Women and 
other reactionary leg islatio n .

rihe main t^sk before C .O .D .  members in the ".nti-pass 
campaign is t: join th>. resistance to passes by refusing themselves 
to co-operate with the Government in their intrcduction 'of  identity 
c rds ind by educating Europeans into non-co-operation, to win the 
symprthy of Europeans to the African women's struggle '’.gainst passes, 
~nd to urge the European employers of African women not to assist 

^  the Government by registering these employees,

S .A .  Congress of Trc.de Unions.

Acting on Conference decision members of C .O .D .  were 
cncour^-ed to r.ssist tr:.de unions requiring technical and other help. 
Hoaever Conlcrence resolution that a special pamphlet bo produced 
appealing to white workers was not implemented, although someone 
v-ac asked to write ^uch a pamphlet.

gro.paKanda.

Lnc, Since th# .last Conf rence the N .E .C .  Propaganda Committee
Ww.s 3 orengthcned and h&s met fa ir ly  Regularly except for the last

* or S0} i^> has suffered from shortage of personnel again*
J The committee has s t i l l  not produced Counter Attack regularly
II throughout the year, although it has appeared much moro often than 
j last ^ar-. The last few editions h-ve been of a much higher levol 
) previously. The Committee request suggestions and active
j assistance from branches who could indicate what they require in  the 
{ way of lea flets , pamphlets etc. and general propaganda.

Le-. riots.

were produced by Cap? Western Region and Johannesbur 
and distributed by oost of the r e g i e s  Some of the subjects covered



wera “Tembeni", Police Raids: the Senate Act, the closing of 
the Soviet Consulate ( a Joint Congress le a fle t )  y Amendment

Act, etc. Special praise is- du e 'to^ape  Western Region for 
hitting back immediately at the police and bringing out a leafjet^  
on the raids even before the N .E .C .  who were slow on the job.
Cape Western's leaflet  was used by Johannesburg and other centres.

Pamhlets t

Two new Pamphlets were produced since last conference,

"Vie Are  Many" and "Your Number P leese ". Five .thousand of each 
\:ere printed end there are s t il l  copies on hand. Bellevue Branch 
sold £20 worth of these pamphlets. They have showed a responsible 
enthusiastic attitude towards literature selling , and Hillbrow 
Branch have regular small drives (not fenough people p art ic ip ating ) .
The other regions ordered very scall quantities of these pamphlets 
and we feel that Cape foe-stern Region especially  could intensify 

their efforts at literature soiling .

Fighting Talk . .

Bellevue end Youth Branches and Capo Western Region sell this 

)paper in fait quantities . ’■her branchfll

copies for re rr.be .

T,i be ration.

This Journal appears to be read by most C .O .P ,  members 

although there is not much sale to the ordinary contacts.

Nov; Agd,

' O. D.  members in most of our regions sell the paper.Youth 
branch in Johannesburg organised a function for New Afe w

Study Classos. ^

"The World Vie Liv« In^ was tackled by some branches and 
regions but due to pressure of business, fund-raising activities  
etc. these classes seem to bo neglected by most branches, foxier*-- 

time nust bo found for study. Trade Union notosj^.ave rocentiy 

been made available to members

Finance.

It ha? b xin soon from tho Financial S at v.cnt that the 
Johannesburg Fogion o&oir. - -«rri. d almost tho whol burden ^f
financing Head Office . Two braiK-h.-r in Johannesburg, Greencark 
and Northern. whose area work loaves mu^h to b<-> desired , rallied 
magnificiently to help Head Office moot its l i a b i l i t ie s .  A joint 
function organised by these two branches raised 11 v. a nr a joint 

jumble sale almost £75. ^ number of smaller jumble sales ar . 
also organised regularly by them. Hillbrow Branch has adopted 
a consistent responsible attitude towards its firandiai  obligations 
and have organised some successful functions. Their collection 
of subscriptions has be^.n regular and dependable. Despite i .s 
small numbers Durban Branch has mode some attempt at collecting 
monies and hold regular jumble sales, a l itt le  money has come 

in to Head Office from them.

The National Executive Committee appeals to a ll  Regions 
tc regard their responsibility to Head Office very seriously.
Time that should bo spent on organisational work is devoted by the 
office to collecting donations, 'organising functions etc. in order 
to keep going. Our propaganda continually suffers through lack of 
finance with which to bring out pamphlets etc. Collecting of finance 
is a politcal task and should be regarded as such by all our branches, 

I f  the year under review is not full  of extraordinary 
.achievement, it is brimful of possibilit ies  and promise for the 

future.

« . 6  ~



JBBBBgXffgB TQ-COgg£R_g<C£ FROM chief  l u t u l i .

J tat j,s youf _t_ask In South kfric.rt
k

Conf»ri^f*^?Jng 700 fra3ernal greetings and wishing your Annual

t ^ a u o s M c n V ^ T ? 1 1 " ° U“  ,like t0 '™ ‘ ' e "V brief » S  on xaie question, What is your task in South Africa?'1

where to tv ^h ^x 00^ 6*!!11?6 ls al':ays ^  occasion for stock-taking 
would k 3X1(1 the for" ard look are made. I
past vear lng. an aPPraisal of /our activities in the

e J e r ^ a r v n  ?°Ur plans for the ccmlng ^ ar to ask your*
? k is ln our Present situation in South Africa

t>r»vp-rnmn«+ £x°^rSu es facQd with the most savage arid fanatical

filh ts^ith  » n  ? n? SlP S ° f bGin€ ^ illing ^  3hare democratic 
colon? Thn i \ p60plf M? the country regardless of thoir race or 
'iorld ° vernment o* the Nationalist Party despite adverse

" t a f f  S n & ' “  nt ° n ,akln* dom° cr^  e possession of

'lon^P^E^ ? i ,3eSSion of Parliam°nt soes the statute book of the Union
t?Stive cn^tmnn??Pr^SSj:V0 discrininfctory legislative and adminis- 
ch-nnTnr. which press hard on non-whites and on all who

on5USe ° L  ?PPresscd people• The task before lis is 
S h o L f S  J*RCtln6ifacod ns v.-c are with fanatical rul.rs

' and othorv-iso^fhn^d^^i t  t0 Politically, economically 
of our mJiH n !  f}1 th0 ri£ht things towards all soe.ions
rre +hc* hardrJ* nJtion, especially the non-whites - ho at present 
- n 04- r- hardcst-hit victims of tho apartheid nolicv of the Nation- 
for situation challenges all lovers‘of freedom

îo fight on un^il the forces of oppression ore dofontod,

follovs?iwH?bkt-Ŝ  °n political party that ia in full

whites is ^ o t  an easy0oneraf°all^CS1 0r* <ml,atlo“  amon« st non-

to your0v i - V-oin?Pnfirl ni5JLon to convert • hit. South Africans
race or colour -s P-°P1L regardless of their
;  ; , colour r.s equals and th .r for, deserving of boinr ac-o.’d d

to his ^ull’rq? f. t° 9na•-1*- o-cli individual to develop himself
would result i n ^ t h ^ J  ?* A i(in r'c «°pt'-nco of this viqepoint 
h' i ■ ch t  categorical re a c t io n  of th, policy of apart-

and colour inJ?.-M?finC 01J n° n-';hitos, solely on grounds of race 
.’i-nitv t h ^  n ^ k ^troclties so derog tory to hunan 
ei^nity that no nuraan b ,inC 'houl, t rrd- to bear then.

m nt of^nor  ̂ present, white South Africa in its treat-
values such**as: ignores, to her h r ;, fundament:.1 spiritual

Si£iJtl''?u?!?oss and not in justicc upiiftoth a notion: 
Magnanimity and not s^lfi.-hness and pettiness 
bring honour and greatness to a r-uople:

h n S ™ rlin j SS rJrid not rrci ' l rrogp.neo brings about 
harmony and cooperation in a nation, esneci lly a 

n- , n i  * multi-racial nation. ’ P y

"Silht i2°ii?hf.."hJJC-?0uth Afrlca to livc by the jungle lav; of 
by iron h5nS i ,Th« 1??SQn of history is that those who rule 
our task i J Sc ? rjl ignominious end* Your task-
own destruction 1 2 1 ^ 5 * 5 °  f?¥th from bri^ i n .  about its
one day. ^P-rtheid will prove a terrible Frankenstein

freedom fJl!aS  your ?-s not rn QC-$y one because as lovers of
Africa with th ’ you ' 1 9̂ Persecuted and abused by white South 
than this you v/hoso cause you champion. But even worse
by some of thr ^ourselves suspected of ulterior motives/
not drSnt vJS y?U aro,tryi^ to liberate. .All this should
all in our country? LT 7° U ir° m th° struSgl^ for freedom for /



2.
Romain true to the end. to the Causo of Freedom. Better the 

abuse and mistrust of your contemporaries than the condemnation 
and curse of posterity. Better to suffer for c noble cause - 
freedom - than to compromise vith evil-: apartheid, is _an evil 
thing which true do ocrats jsrirould reject categorically with the 

contempt it deserves.

In closing, lot me rc-assurc you of the warm spirit of friend
ship YJhich the Africrn National Congress, \.'hich I have the 
honour to lead, has for you, and hovj deeply it appreciates your 
association with it in the Liberatory Hovcmnnt in south Afric... 
Its desire is to march uith you hand in hand through thick and 
thin until victory is vion by the forces of Freedom.

Mryibuye 1 Afrika

Afrikal Mayibuyo

INKULULEKO KGESIKATHI 3ETHU 1

Bewysstui No,
Gckry by.
Dcur.....
Te
Datum..........
Verwylings No
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1 . Internal Axt

A* Organisation; Verwyunp No.....

Since September 1954, when a number of our leading members were 
banned from C .O .D ; , the number of functioning branches has been 
reduced from three to on&. This functioning branch, Claremont, 
has now been reorganised as the Cape Town Branch qnc >ts new 
branch committee will act as the liasion  with Jctia .r^sburg and 
with the CY.CC in Cepe Town.. The old regional Executive has 
been abolished, as it was a top heavy form of organisation for 
one branch. The chief reason for the decline in the number of 
branches has teen the failure of leading members to take over 
the responsiuilities of secretaryship, especially in Cape Town 
Central and Sea Foint, where there could be functioning tranches.

Now that meetings are held centrally there should be an improve
ment in attendance. Attendance at Claremont during the past y^'.r 
varied from 6 to 10. This should now increase to about 15, 
providing adequate transport is arranged.

Meetings are held fortnightly on the basis of alternating discuss
ion evenings and activists' evenings.

The book membership has remained at the original 80, with a number 
of gains and losses due to people leaving the Cape or coning to 
live here. Of these 80, 15 can be called upon to do regular active 
work of one sort or another. The remaindor will attend functions 
and most will give money but not attend meetings or do active work 

in C .O .D .

B. Finance;

Far more money could have been raised through donations, but our 
treasurers have failed to do their collecting work. A new one 
has just been appointed and wo are still awaiting results.

C. Education;

I "The World We Live In" was started but not completed. Otherwise,
I v/e have had instructional talks on the A .N .C .  Confc cnce, SACTU, 

j Housing etc.

D. LUgratitfgf  ̂ „ *
l 4 Members have done door to door work among Europeans, ana 5 among 
jNon-Europeans, selling New Age and our various pamphlets. Another 
■ attempt is now being made to persuade our members of the vital need 
1 to sell among Europeans if we wish to Influence th<.m and win new 
| members.

2. External Activity.

Co-operation with Congruss Moyoment;

This }as been good, and healthy relations have been established 
« i t h  the A .N .C .  and S .A . C . P . O .  Our members serve on tvie Cape 
Western Consultative Committee and have been instrumental in 
seeing that the recent Freedom Charter campaign has be^n pushed 
along. Of this plan about 50% was carried out. The failures 
r-ere due to bad organisation and lack of enthusiasm fo r 'the 
task. To date only one school has been held and others are due.
Our signature collection for the Freedom Charter hcs teen at 
meetings organised by the CWCC. With regard^to the National 
Consultative Committee, we feel that their propaganda has been

A.
!

h
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poor and insuffic ient .  Apparently it is now impossxbla to 
obtain English Charters in Cape Town. Wo suggest r brochure 
similar to that produced by Durban, giving a pictorial rocord 
of what happened at C .O .P .  for sale by the Congresses,

B, Study Classes:

This has been the best asoect of our work. Members are now 
- acting as tutors to a number of A .N .C .  and other groups. Through 

this medium too, we have established close relations with the 

A.N.C. branches.

C, S'..enters at Public Meetings!

Jo have provided speakers at joint public meetings on the Parade,
at Freedom Charter meetings, at SACTU meetings etc. Generally
members have filled the gaps left by the b a n n in g  of Turok 

and Bunting.

D, .dork with other Congresses i

YJe have assisted the Congre-ssee with leaflet distriuution, arrang
ing of meetings of protest, trade Union secretarial work for 
S A C T U  painting of posters etc. Ambers have shown that they 
appreciate the need to build strong relations with the Congress 

groups.

Peace:

Some of our mombers are on the Peace Council although the level 
of activity has not been high, as it is mainly a European 

Organisation.

3 . INDEPENDENT ACTIV33JU

A L. or to door'Work.

This is by far the poorest part of our ’ -ork and accounts largely 

for the failure to recruit new members. So long as there is 
resistance to this primary form of activity ,  so long will  we 
remain small and isolated.  Steps are being taken to improve.

I . Loaflptsi

Since June 1955, Claremont branch produced them on Tembeni, Police 

Raids, Deportations of African Women, Black Sash, 
case plus those that went to Johannesburg. We have also handed 

out those ‘ senrt down from Head Office from time to time.

C. TLP. Senate Act Meeting.

T'hi*; was taken over by two of our members and public interest was 
high. A similar attempt later, failed due to inability to obtain 

loudspeaker equipment.

D .  Statements to Presst

These have been issued from time to time, but only the one on 

the police raids was printed by the Cape Times* %

E. Social Functions!

A number have been held during the year. The 
.having been jan invitation affair to welcome home 
the A.N.C. rational Conference. 100
C .O .P . and Jouth Fostivala-, were shown. Proceeds went to Row Agts

i« .h •*- 5
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3 .

jtoEgMiation. With other Organisations;

This has been nil  in Cape Town, both because the Liberals here 
are more cautious than those in Johannesburg, and because of the 
sectarian attitude of our members. But there soems to be a 
changing atmosphere Judging from two small private meetings 
recently.

The election ci mpaign also engendered hot and unncccessary 
polemics between C .O .D .  and the Liberals.  We feel that the 
National Executive should bring homo the need to all branches of
C .O .D .  to get together with other organisations on the basis of 
mutual respect for each others' differences and to the right of 
organisations to a separate membership 8nd existence.  We feel 
that past statements by the N . E . C . ,  the local Executive and New 
Ago have not made co-operation easier .  Peter Meyer's New Age 

articles last session word particularly n^ive and hav^. been 
si-zed upon by local liberals  as a reason for non-cooperation.

Alwyn Food Parcels;

These are sent off regularly to the Alwyn fanily  at Worcester 

together with any donations that come in.

Students: N il .



■ff-lflB C W T E iLLjK IHfc S t m .T .r f ^ y g ^ ^ y  RESOLOTI0B8 

P»»««n?rtĥ U?®fe"*c,t00‘hJ_T0*D°1tn1V ) ^ ) BintU Educatlon

In th« foHowing^r6spectah|-0CtiOn (a)_ ' • s o l u t i o n  on Education

U  th* reSoluti»  "to
? L  Si * frlc»n National Congress ' " asuj'«s are adopted

to f ^ * * M ? hi } dr9” 1" If  taken l l t w IS S ^ t h ? !  f " J tlve aducatlon
P ° *  blindly and without rn e» rally  this pledges the C .O  D 

which may be laid down bv a f r !f  , f11! any ed^cation policy* *

If the C.O.D. Is to nln the H U S t l S ' J S  dl=tinct or6anisauSn. 
ec ion of the community (or of th ^ resP®ct of the European

the danger of a p p e a l s ”  £ , * £ •  «  must avo?d

2 .  „ the loreer Congresses.

‘ erroneous I T t l l  I t L S l n l V 't L Z  S0h° o1 b~  -

®  an Illiterate p M s o i ' l ^ n ^ s J 01’ polJtlcal understanding, for 
prejudice, finds difficulty in r?r9y superstition and 
and can benefit only to a H , f t  J J r expression and comprehension 

others. His pol It leal understand 1 n p ^ S9h ^  the experience of

?actPS lt,1Cal actl°n hampered by theceSllm-M-ati ° be Cl0udad andfact has been widely recoenlLd i .  limitations. This

^ c o t t  has threatened to deprive the So .?0" 1̂ 85' Yet tha 
those from the most p r o w e s s i w  J promising children,
literacy. We maintain that l homes» l f  their chance of 

and distorted cultural teachinp0£n.CL C£UPled Wlth lnadequate 
these children, th ,„

undertake’ thed task o f '^ k l n ^ t h e ^ 0™ ? *? 3 Whole cannot
have neither the m eaL“ or the ?n£8° Pl8 lltar»te, since they I 
1° It . Yet this is the Snii ,„£ ,°rfn6S> nor the facilities to i

a 0ltny *c Such a task is the task of thr****1?1̂  ° f th° b°y cott 
as the State provides any f a c i l i t y *  state an^ in so far

9  movement should not orev^nt fh . n a l l » the M o r a t o r y

them, it must b e reS  d 5hat°?Si?  f r ° m maklne us“ of
not new and is not confined to thP ?£ *SCn00fl‘ education" is

country, it is known in manv o t h L  iC?n , SChools of this
loving people make the best thevh^r countries where freedom-

of education. We Europeans do <i?La pernicl°us system

the state and private schools S l t h o ^ h  J E "  ° Ur chlldren f rom
the most vicious poison of all that ?h ? , TQ there tau§ht
superior race. It seems tn nc ^  J L  y belong to a
world (or the community) can be th^ % thQ°ry that the

education is merely a form nr ? g r the w°rse  by

that the world can be theory

has a speclalŜ esponslbllltyhtonth^UbE ^  H bcratory movement 
must fulfil, we feel that“ s a „ !? f ..b,°yC0“  children, which It 
to attempt political work amrm„ principle, it is wrong
when so much remain*? tn vL “  ng young children (bf 7 or 8)

It seems to us that much of th« am0" g adolescentE and adults, 
clubs runs the risk o f w L J S ®  r? done ln the cultural 
work. Wq feel thlt .\ ise? "J "? / ,OClal, rather than Political 
cultural clubs amonc older e£?il woul d be to establish 
literate and old enoush to nii} 2 !n !  adolescents who «re 
supplement vnd cr gh and tha Issues ln order to
I*t .r  It msy t6achlng received by them ln school
educatl«*i tii r ,ut the pol icy of home

1 , , ^ L  .. '  • ' * ’ * * ' *  U n t a ,
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ii'ij i -,'t -■** i. i<(i' . 'L. •*•
, .  * • : ■' 4 vV'v-f i
(a) It IS our opinion that the weapon of boyc 
-r— eae- whlch-ls-nfrt auffietontly amt«rfft<3Gd «f

sometimes used incorrectly* We feel that disc 
and examination of tl#^ question is very necessa

attention 
a, whole

(e) Generally, we believe it to be unfortunate that the 
1 of the people, C.O .D. and the liberation movoment as 

should be concentrated on an issue such as B.ntu Education, 
instead of upon the major political issues (such as 
Population Registration and the Pass Laws, wages and prices, 
lack and loss of democratic rights, hindrances to Trade 
Union activity etc. , )  which are now coming to the fore*
'We believe that the liberfetion movement should direct its 
offensive into what are now more important fields, alter 
taking due measure of its mistakes 8nd the reasons for them.

' '•
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