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RESEARCH COMMITTEE OH MINIM™  STANDARDS OF ACCOMtODATI^i•

. Sub-Committee I. (Social Trends, Population Needs,
Family Structure and Family Economics).

Minutes of the second meeting of Sub-Committee held .
Board Room of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Researcn
on Monday 24th November at 9*30 a.m.

Dr. P.J. Olckers (Chairman) National Council for Social
R g search•

Mr. J.E. Jennings (Director) National Building Research
Institute.

Mr. G.I. Nel - Department of Native Affairs.
Mr. G.C. Bain, Department of Social Welfare.
Mrs. E.C. van der Lingen - Federale Vroueraad.
Miss J. Hanekom - National Building Research Institute. 
Mr. P.H. Connell (Organising Secretary) National Building

Research Institute.

In Attendance;

Miss S. de Beer.

An apology was recorded from Dr. Sonnabend.

1 • Confirmation of Minutes..

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed and 
signed.

2. Matters arising out of M inutes.

Mr. Bain, who was unable to be present at the previous 
meeting, asked whether the Chairman would explain the scneme of 
work to him, particularly as regards the section on Family 
Economics, of which study group he was down as convenor, ine 
Chairman complied.

3. Progress Report.

Work Programme.

(a) Family Economics.

It was agreed that Mr. Bain should convene a meeting of the 
members of this study group to decide as to which bodies and in 
dividuals they would like to contact with regard to the informa 
tion required. A list of these people should be made and sent 
to the Organising Secretary, who would then conduct the neces
sary correspondence.

Agreed that the above procedure be adopted by all three study 
groups.

With/



With regard to the decision to ask: the Trades and Labour 
Council Statistician to assist with the work of this study 
group, the Organising Secretary told the meeting that a letter 
had been written, but that the reply had not yet been received. 
The matter was being followed up.

(b) Structure of Families.

The Organising Secretary told the meeting that letters had 
been written to Dr. de Vos, Prof. Wagner, Prof. Cronje and Prof. 
Irving, asking them to serve as corresponding members. A reply 
had so far been received from Prof. Irving who indicated his 
willingness to assist the sub-committee in any way possible.

When replies had also been received from the other profes
sors, it was proposed to contact them all again with particular 
reference to the work of this study group.

Prof. Batson of Cape Town University, who was already a 
corresponding member of the Sub-Committee had also written, 
noting that he was among the members of the study group on the 
Structure of Families, and saying that he was ready to help 
when required.

A letter had also been written to the Director of Census 
and Statistics asking for their assistance.

Mr. Bain mentioned several other bodies and individuals 
who should be contacted in respect of study group (2) - Dr.
Ray Phillips of the Jan Hofmeyer School, Mr. Quintin-Whyte of 
the Institute of Race Relations, The Coloured Advisory Council 
in Cape Town, and the Health Training Centre at Springfield, 
Durban.

Regarding the Polela Health Training Centre, Hr. Connell 
told the meeting that Dr. Sonnabend was visiting it at present 
and would enlist their help.

Dr. Olckers undertook to convene this Study Group.

Mr. Bain remarked that this group was a very wide one and 
suggested that it might be prudent to curtail its functions.

The Organising Secretary reminded members that they must 
always bear in mind that information was required only regarding 
minimum standards of accommodation for housing, which automati
cally limited the study to some extent.

Mrs. van der Lingen suggested that it might be a good 
scheme to divide the work ol the study group into two sections, 
one to study the European aspects and one the native aspects.
Mr. Nel felt that there, should be three divisions, since require 
ments for Europeans, Coloureds and Natives were quite different.

After further discussion it was agreed to keep the study 
groups as set out in the minutes of the previous meeting to 
answer the specified questions. Within each study group, 
however, members could split up the work as it suited them ac
cording to racial and/or other categories.

Various individuals and bodies were suggested to assist

with/



with Study Group 3. It was agreed that a circular letter be 
sent to all the Universities, asking them for any information 
which their Social Studies Department might possess as a result 
of work carried out on Social Trends.

Dr. Erica Theron, Dr. S. Pauw, Mr. Rheinallt Jones, Dr.
Xuma of the Race Relations Institute and Miss T. Hall of unio
nisation Chambers, Durban, were mentioned as useful contacts. 
Mrs. van der Lingen suggested that the findings 01 the Fagan 
Commission would provide valuable information. Regarding t 
publication, "Kerk en Stad", referredto in the Minutes of the 
first meeting, Mrs. van der Lingen pointed out thatDs. AlDer- 
tyn was the right person to contact. Mr. Connell informed 
members that the book had been ordered and that he would arran
ge for an interview with Ds. Albertyn.

The Chairman then summed up the discussion on the various 
study groups as follows.

Mrs* van der Lingen or another nominee would represent the 
Federale Vroueraad on the sub-committee.

The convenor of each study group would call the members of 
his group together for a first meeting, in December ii possible* 
and at these meetings, me.mbers of each study g r o u p  would sug
gest individuals and bodies who might be asked to help witn e 
work. Names and addresses of these people would be sent to 
the Organising Secretary, who would conduct all the necessary 
correspondence. When each group had some definite information 
to impart to the sub-committee, the next meeting would be cal
led.

The scheme of work was agreed upon and the Organising 
Secretary suggested that he attend the first meetings of each 
study group. The Chairman agreed to this proposal.

The meeting closed at 11 a.m.

Conf irmed,

C H A I R M A N .
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