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PRETORIA .JOINTCOUNCIL OP EUROPEANS AND NOil.JsUROPEAi'lS » |

MJ^IORaNDUM ON NON-EUROP JEAN HOUSING IN PRETORIA

From, Its inception the Pretoria Joint Council of 
Europeans an^ Non-JEuropeans h^s given much time an^ 
thought to the question of Non-European Housing in the 
municipal and peri-urban areas. It  hair? always s f '^ n d  to 
us that housing is the kingpin of the urban situation . 
Continued neglect of this problem In the past by s ate, 
provincial end munic ip° 1 authorities has led to t^ 
present chaotic state of af f a i r s , spotlighted onl~T too 
brightly bv recent events on the Reef. In  Pretoria ,with  
a Non-European population 3f ar rrorima tely 1^0 ,000  , 
municipal sub-economic housing Schemes for ''on- av1 or ears 
have so for produ/ced about 1500 houses, an av^rag  ̂ of 

60 a year for the r^st 25  ye0'*’101. It won Id appear "^om. 
recent developments that ^v^n this meagre prov ' sion is to 

come to an ^ndA

I n  November of 1949 th? Preto ria  Cltv  Council 

asked for a loan of £ 1 , 0 0 0 ,0 0 0  :

£ 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  for  a controlled  squatter  c ^ r  for
1 0 ,0 0 0  native  f a m il ie s ,

£.3 0 0 ,0 0 0  for permanent houses for 1 ,0 0 0  

n at iv e  fam ilies  
£ft/l,0 0 0  for  single  quarters for natives  

£/-0,000 to house i0 0  Coloured fam ilies  

£ 4 4 ,0 0 0  to hoiise 110 In d ia n  f  ami l i e s .

It  was r "p orted  In the press recently  ( -'retori- N w s , 1 0 . 5 . 5 0 )  

that  the Union  Government had voted £8 , 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  for  Housing 
loans in 1950-1. £ 4 , 8 1 0 ,0 0 0  of this  was a llo tte d  to local 
authori ti es , the Transvaal rec e iv in g  £ 1 , 6 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  Pretori.a 

has been informed by the P r o v in c ia l  authorities  that the 

m u n ic ip a lity  is not to be allowed an-"  monev for  Native  

housing . Th is  d e c is io n  me^ns that it w ill  not b- possible  
to make a start on anv of the above schemes. Ther" does 

not s ' em to be the s l ig h te st  prospect of improvement in a 

housing  position  that caused Connell  o f f i c i a l s  ° w hile  ago 

to say that w e •w«re in  danger of b r in g in g  about a re p e t it io n  

of the 1Q42 riots  in  P r o t o r ' .

Yet  the problem gop s even deeper than t h i s .  15,Tacn 
the res idents  of Marab^stad were -first moveei to A t t e r id g e v il le  

a promise was made that part of the new township would be 
set aside for  economic h o u s in g . A fr ic an s  were to be allowed 

to b u ild  their  own houses in  the so-called ' v i l l a g e ’ sectio n . 

Four years ago the terms o^ lease and all th necessary  
adm inistrative  regulations  w ' t * '  gazetted., A p r - I Tm\nary l is t  

of A fr ic an s  desitous  of b u i ld in g  in this  section  -as also 

drawn up. In . ’sp ite  of continu d pleas from th r tive 
Advisorv  Board ,the  P reto r ia  J o in t  C o u n c il ,i t s  own Native and 

A s ia t ic  A d m in istratio n  Department and other b o d ie s ,  the City 

Council has so fa r  refused  to go ahe-d with  the ’v i l l a g e '  
scheme. TT#- la test  request from the Pr-tori.a «.'oint Council 
for  consideration  of this  matter was met w ith  the reply  ;
."The matter has b ^ n  n o t e d .” I t  is hard to understand why 

there ’should be such opposition  to economic housing  at 
A t te r id g e v ille  whrn it  I-** reported that the C ity  Council is  
bearing  "a loss of over £20 p r house each ^eo r on the sub e 

aconomic scheme - a total of about *j° 8 ,0 0 C  t r .  It  

would s em that ther0 "m at be other fh "n  pin a n c ie l  reasons .

I t  has been stat d v e n  fraquentlv  that employers 

should bear some of the burden of housing their  Non-European 
workers. Four y ^ r s  ago the P reto ria  Chamber of Commerce 

and the Northern  Transvaal Chamber of In d u str ie s  proposed



}
a scheme for a non-profit P ub lic  U t i l i t y  Housing 
Corporation , This  has taken d e f in it e  shape in the 

plan  for a Non-Suropean township at E lan d sfo n te in ,

> north  and ws*t  of Atterldg'^vi 1 1 ° .  understand  that the
S . A .Railways  have said that they qr' prepared to b u ild  

a ra ilw ay  line  from thrt '> s t  i f  such a township comes 

Into being  ° this  line  would run past Is c o ^  into town, 

thus taking  away much of t h 1 t r a f f i c  which at present 

g * :as through Preto ria  'v s t .  Such  a tovmshlr would do 

much to relieve  the t r ^ n i o u s  ^ o u s i n /  shortage that 
e-xrists at thr moment, This  -plan, how ever , has be en met 

by  cons 1 ’■’able opposition  in Pretoria  ’ e r t where a 

P rotest  Mooting was c a l l ' d .  Two p ro v in c ia l  councillors  

and three c ity  councillors  w ro to speak at this, ^e.ating 

called  by European rat e^- irs ,

1/Vo npo therefor- faced  b ^  an u r .^ n t  and serious 
s it u a t io n  in P reto ria  ' t h 'r e  does not s ^m to b<~ any 
hope of e f fe c t iv e  advance in sub-economic housing? and of 

the two p ossible  lines  of d~velopm^nt in  economic "housing, 

one has b °e n  blocked by th - C ity  Council  its I f ,  v h ile  

the other is also in  considerable  danger of obst ru.ation 

from various q uarters .

I t  should not be necessary  to stress  the app alling  

housing  conditions  e x isten t  w ith in  the Pr toria m u n ic ip ality  

and in the imm ->11 ate p^ri- urban areas , but some figures  
re c e n tly  published  may be of value  in  emphasising the extreme 

iirg^ncv o^ this  question  *
The D irecto r  of Nat1v~ Labour is reported (p reto ria  News
1 0 , 5 . 5 0 ) oS saving t !,A few  months ago I sroke about 

Natives  working fo '’ th--' m u n ic ip ality  who had to sleep in 

d r a i n  pipes  or even out in the open, Today the p o sit io n  

has hard I "  improved , ’’
A survey of Bantule  Location  showed that ‘n the v il la g e  portion 

an average of 32 people l i v 'd  in  e^ch h o u s e • th^ f ig u re  for  

Marabastad w°s 2 0 ,  for  Lid* Seiborne  16 .

In  the peri-urban ar^as (and it  must be r memb sred 

that th^ .erreat mass of the men in th' se °r °a s  work in Pretoria ) 
conditions are even worse . Recently  a samrle of 5 ,0 0 0  houses 
was inspected ‘  only ° ,2 0 0  w^-r' found f i t  for hunrn occupation 

even by absolutely  minimum standards . Th water supply f or 
5 500 of the houses wes from op n streams or shallow w e l l s .

Only  a v i s i t  to R i v e r s id e ,o r  some such p'-^i-urban area , can 

r e a l l y  reveal  the f u l l  tragedy  of th« conditions  these 

figures  describe  so im personally .

Thes things m-ust not be allowed to co n tin ue ;th e  

so c ial  conscience of the P reto ria  community m-ust not allow 

it s e l f  to be blunted  because t V s e  conditions  ex ist  in  areas 

which most Europeans r a r e l y , i f  ° v e r ,  see . As a c ity  we can 
take credit  for  what has be n achieved at A t t e r i d g e v i l l e , but 

what is needed now is an all-out campaign for the extension  

of the f a c i l i t i e s  found th i*e.

I t  is impossible to exaggerate the urgency of the 

housing  s itu at io n  • for  us in P r e t o r ia ,  as indeed in  most 

great urban centres , it  is  f iv e  to twelve.

K ilnerton  Normal C o l le g e f 

Private  Bag 2 6 ,
PRETORIA

K .B . Har t-shorne,

Convenor ,
H u s in g  Sub-Committee,
Pretori'". Jo in t  Council of 
E iro r  nns and Non-Europe ans .
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