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Year of Unity
Action!

Amongst the founding fathers were; from left to right: 
and Sol Plaatjie.______-_________ "______ :

King Dinizulu, John Dube, Charlotte Maxeke

(Extracts from a statement o f the National _ Executive Committee of the African National Congress 
on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the formation of the African National Congress — _ 
January 8th, 1982. For the rest of the statement see MAYIBUYE No. 1 Supplement.)

After 70 years of unrelenting struggle, and building _ 
on the historic and irreversible gains recorded during these 
decades, we have reached a stage when the process of^ 
consolidating bases of popular power among the people 
has begun. ' ' -  . ; • • 1 ..
T q  promote this process, we • 
have decided to mobilise our 
people for the oncoming pe
riod under the watchwords 
' “UNITY IN ACTION”. Our 
strength lies in unity, and 
our future advances, in act
ion. Without unity we are 
wealc, and without action-we 
remain oppressed. To move 
forward we must attack, act 
in unity and unite in action.
The gains recorded during 
70 yean of struggle have, 
thanks to the- great contribu
tion made by the successive 
generations of ou r people, f  
given us the possibility to ach- • 
ieve such unity in practice..

'  The motto- of unity was- - 
inscribed-on our battle stan- ^ The- comradeship that we 

. dards on the,very day- of- — . .have formed in. the trenches _

the creation of the African 
National Congress. As Seme 
had declared while organising 
the first congress, "we are 
one people! "  For their part 
the delegates resolved to bring 
together the oppressed into 
common action as one poli
tical people.

Seven Decades

We have therefore striven "  
for,seven-decades to build 
one common nationhood with 
one destiny. O ur shared expe
rience of collective^ sacrifices 
in the struggle for a common , 
goal have knit us together as - 
one solid block of liberation.-

advancement of the interests 
of the workers and for their 
activisation into the struggle 
for the victory of the nati
onal democratic revolution.

Pretoria Puppets

J ..We call upon our people 
in the bantustans to mobili
se and to  isolate and destroy 
the Pretoria puppets. Let us- 
all fight for a democratic 
and unified South Africa.

We call upon our youth 
and students to maintain 
and heighten their spirit of - 
resistance. You have already . 
demonstrated that you are a 
detachment of greatest cou- 

We call upon the working» ra8e and heroism. Now, more 
people, the backbone of our r  than ever before, our strug-

■ liberation, movement to mob-; **e demands you to act wit 
Oise as. never before at the -  ded.canon and vig-
point of production to  build • ™  and the b*nn"  of our 

. a  powerful democratic trade ; movement. ;
- union movement f o r  t h e  a .  Continued on Page

of freedom, transcending the 
. barriers that the enemy sou
ght. to create, is a guarantee 
and a precondition for our 
victory. But we need still 
to. build on this achievement. 
All of us—workers, peasants, 
students, priests, chiefs, tra- 
diers, teachers, civil servants, 
poets, writers, men, women 
and youth, black and white 
—must take our common 
destiny in our own hands:

On. this, our 70th annive
rsary, we call upon our peo-. 
pie and on our allies-and 
supporters to make' 1982 
a year of Unity in Action — 

- with the intensification of 
-our. assault on all fronts.

-J?-.



» * /  * . . # •"> -_* . - •  * * _ * •“*  . «- - • • " , '/

•- *•. -i i * ’ •■V
.I »-T;

Recently, Radio Freedom held an interview with Comra-. 
des Raevel Nkondo, former organiser of the Azanian 
Students' Organisation (A2AS0) and Iggy Mathebuia, fou- 
nder-member o f the students’ organisation, now with the 
fighting vanguard, the ANC and the people’s army, Umk- 
honto we Sizwe. (Extracts from the interview):

Q- Why was AZASO form td?
RAEVELL: Because of the 
banning of students’ organi
sations and the fact that 
there had been a great incr
ease in militant action not 
only on the student front, 
but also in the trade union 
front and by squatters, for 
exampfc, there- was a great 
need to co-ordinate the '

people of South Africa into 
ethnic and racial units in or
der to rule them ‘better’, it ■ 
becomes necessary that all' 
the students of different r»c-' 
ial and ethnic groups come 
together under one banner. 
Another aim of the students’ 
organisation is to  co-ordinate 

-students’ action is  th e  fight -: 
for a better system of educa-

ents* organisation in particu
lar—a national students’ org
anisation—the Congress of 
South African Students, 
with which we hare always 
had a healthy working rela
tionship. In this, we are uni
ted by common objectives, 
aims and ideals. We are 
united in action because of 
our belief in the people’s 
document, the Freedom 
Charter. * -. • .

Q- What do you see as the 
major outcome o f  the A Z A 
SO congress held m July last 
yeart - . '  \  ‘

STUDENTS’ STRUGGLE- one facet
of liberation struggle

students’ actions which were 
taking place in different uni
versities and link these act
ions with the mass activity 
of the rest of the population. 
■The national student organi
sation would, therefore, co
ordinate these actions and 
present students’ problems 
and ideals with one voice 
under one banner.

Q: Who does AZASO repre

tion Le. a free, dynamic and 
compulsory educational syst
em as expressed in the Free
dom Charter. . .

“ . *_ - ’ ’V
Q: What is the relationship 
between AZASO  and other 
students’ organisations7 -

IGGY: We have always stri
ven to unite in action with 
all progressive students’ orga
nisations. There is one stud

RAEVELL: In order to ans
wer this question it is impo
rtant to  place this conference 
in its proper con tex t During 
the time that the congress 
was taking place, there were 
a number o f important acti
ons—not only MK actions 
but also squatter resistance - 
to forced removals, and inc
reased worker action. There
fore, these actions gave the . 
congress a  special nature in , 
that representatives of prog
ressive‘trade unions were 
present at the congress to "

bring the issues which affect 
worken in their day-to-day 
struggles closer to the stude
nts in order for the students 
to  understand what progress
ive trade unionism is, and 
to discuss how the students 
couli engage in supportive 
actions.An immediate exam
ple that comes to mid is the 
increase during strikes of 
trade union support commi- 

■■ ttees, for example, the trade 
union support committees 
for the WOson-Rowntree 
boycott and the role that 

, students played in the red 
meat boycott. Another imp
ortant feature o f this Con
gress was the fact that it - 

. was shown that there was a 
greater need to include wo
men as equals in the struggle.. 
Yet another important feature 
of the congress is that when 
AZASO was initially formed, 
ther was a lot of confusion 
as to whether there was a 
need for a national student 
organisation and what the 
aims and objectives of AZA
SO were—what ideology it 
would uphold. The congress 
quite successfully managed 
to explain all this to the 
representatives from the dif
ferent universities and hence 
helped consolidate the base 
of AZASO at the universities.

Q: Would you say then that 
the congress was a successT

. RAEVELL: Yes, the congress 
was definitely a success beca
use firstly, AZASO had man
aged to establish its base at - 

Continued on Page 6
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Anti-SA/C meeting. (above). 
Unity in Action is - the rat- \ 
lying call!

sent?
IGGY: AZASO represents all 
Black students in South Afr
ica in the higher institutions 
of learning, that is, the uni- 1
versifies, and the technical 
and training institutions. By 
Black students here we mean 
all the students from the 
oppressed community being 
the ‘Coloured’, African and 
Indian students. Since we „ . 
know that the Pretoria- reg- 

: ime and its predecessors have 
always tried to divide the

-

- r  ■*

--!



Student leaders interviewed Continued from Page 2

the different universities. 
Secondly, it was also menti
oned at the congress that 
there was a greater need to 
incorporate the students in 
the biantustans into the nati
onal student organisation - 
because there was a tendency 
in the past to regard these 
students as being separate 
from the overall student 
community and thus from 
the struggle in our country.

Bantustan Independence’

Whilst in theory we would 
reject the bantustans, and 
so-called “independence” , in 
practice there was nothing 
done to give support and 
guidance to the students in 
the bantustan areas. Another 
achievement is that for the 
first time there was a clear 
need expressed to  include 
students in the teacher trai
ning colleges in the AZASO 
structure. If one has to look 
into the history of these col
leges, one can see that there 
was hardly any political act
ivity going on there and we 
had only ourselves to  blame 
for that.

Q.- What would you say, in 
general terms, is the role 
that students should play m 
our liberation struggle?
IGGY: The fact that the 
people of South Africa are 
involved in a  fight for survi
val, in a fight against the 
Pretoria regime, demands

that student straggle* should1 
not end up in the fight for 
the repair of broken windows 
or for Students’ Representa
tive Councils. Those SRC’s . 
at the campuses and schools 

- must know what their role 
is when workers, for exam
ple in Soweto, say, “Azikh- 
welwa!” and start boycotting 
buses. They must know 
what their role is when the 

“workers at Wilson-Rowntree 
are being’ sacked without 
reason. The students should 
pLiy a supportive role in all 
the struggles waged by the

Q; How would you relate 
this to the figh t against dum
my institutionsT

f l GGY: The students, as part 
i o f  the oppressed community,. 
I have to regard this fight as 

their own. They have to 
form support committees, as 
■ we saw during the SA1C ‘el
ections’. In every national 
campaign that should be the 
role of students: to join 
hands with the rest of the 
community in the fight aga
inst bantustanisation, for 
-example.

Every member of the

Mass action by all sections o f the oppressed and democra
tic forces Is a prerequisite■ for victory.

society.. We must know that 
it is impossible to get rid of 
this racist educational system 
until the whole system of 
apartheid and its exploitative 
nature has been-radically 
changed. Educational strugg
les have to  be seen in this , 
context.f LISTEN TO

Will FUttNJM
VOICE OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS AND 
UMKHONTO WE SIZWE, THE PEOPLE'S ARMY /

Radio Tanzania,
External Service, Dir es Salaam, on:
15435 KHz, 19mb shortwave; 9680 KHz, 31 mb shortwave 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays at 8.15pm (S. A. time) 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays at 6.15am (S. A. time)

— * «.•****
Madagascar ’’ ’
6135 KHz, 49mb shortwave and 5010 KHz shortwave,
7.30 — 9.30pm daily. -c"

Ethiopia ' ‘
9545 KHz, 31 mb shortwave; 9 .30  — 10.00pm daily.

Lusaka- ' ~ ‘ •
9580 KHz, 31 mb shortwave, Mon day-Friday 7 .15 — 8pm, ___ 
Wednesday 10.00 — 10.30pm, Friday 9 .3 0  — 10.00pm , 
Saturday & Sunday 7—8pm, Sundays 8—8.30am,19mb,17895Khz

\  ^ L" \  ^ ,
40 and 30mb, shortwave* Z7; 6mb onr medium wavr;
7. 30pm (S; A. time)

community must be organi
sed, and the various organi
sations themselves have to 
be consolidated and should 
join hands as we-saw during 
the anti-ftpublic an1 ariti- 
SAIC campaigns where Afri-: 
’cans, ‘Coloureds’ and Indians 
—and an. increasing number 
of democratic whites—joined 

» hands, because the people 
in South Africa refuse to 
see themselves as' racial or 
ethnic units. V  - - ■-

Level o f Organisation

As the level of organisa
tion rises, the actions of the- 
people’s army, Umkhonto 
we Sizwe begin to  have a 
clearer meaning to  the mas
ses o f'the people. For MK 
combatants to operate effe
ctively inside the country, 
th{y have to be protected.
Wherever they go, they 
should find a. receptive atm
osphere. The people should 
not swallow the poison that: 
the regim eis trying to feed ,  
them with that our brothers *. 
and sisters are “ terrorists”.  .
We have to  understand the ‘ 
connection between mass 
struggles and the m ilitary-;*  

-“^actions'- of MIC for,' it- is- th e t - H ^ 'W ^

combination of these aspects 
of struggle which will-remit 
in the seizure of power from 
the fascist regime.

RAEVElX: What we should 
keep in mind especially with 
regards to students is that 
they have an important role 
to play: consolidating their 
own base and creating  cond
itions which will enable the 
units of Umkhonto we Sizwe 
and the ANC underground 
to operate with maximum 
effectiveness. One of the 
ways is to take up the issue 
of the six MK comrades who 
are awaiting the hangman’s 
noose in Pretoria. Another 
is to plan and engage in - 
activities to observe the 
70th anniversary of the 
ANC.

ANC Underground

Q: You have mentioned the 
ANC underground. Can you 
tell us, comrades, what led 
you to join' the underground?
RAEVELL: As you know, * 
the student struggle is one 
facet of the national demo
cratic liberation struggle, and 
because of the repressive 
nature of the Pretoria regime, 
at a certain point in time it 
becomes virtually impossible . 
to operate above ground.
The struggle has to continue 
until we take power, and in 
this regard, we felt that the 
only way in which we could 
advance the people’s cause 
was to join the fighting 
ranks of our vanguard move
ment, the ANC.

And lastly, dear com
rades, to the militant youth 
of our country we say that 
in order to have victory in 
our lifetime', we’ve got to 
take up the message from 
Robben Island from Comrade 
Nelson Mandela:
UNITE! MOBILISE! FIGHT 
ON!!

i m runft
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We <*»ti upon our women
folk to  raise the cry for 
vengeance against those who 
are murdering, maiming and 
torturing our sons and daug
hters for their participation 
in our struggle. You have 
already demonstrated that 
you do choose between 
dying in defence of apart
heid or joining the noble 
cause of national liberation.

We call upon the millions 
of the oppressed to  stand 
shoulder to  shoulder at this 
crucial hour in our history. 
The enemy manouvres to 
sow division in our ranks 
must be defeated. Our des
tiny is one!

Rethink Role

We fall upon those amo
ngst our people who have 
been clad in police and 
army uniforms to  rethink 
their role. You have it 
within your grasp to choose 
between dying in defence 
of apartheid or joining the 
noble cause of national lib
eration.

We call upon those in 
the white community who 
stand ready to  live a life of 
real equality and non-raoali- 
sm to make common cause 
with our struggle tor genuine 
liberation.

On the occasion of the 
70th anniversary of the 
African National Congress, 
itself a product of the trials 
.and tribulations of Africa s - 
children, we salute the OAU 
and the brother-peoples of 
our continent. To all of 
them we say the need for 
us to  continue acting in 
unity in the struggle to des- 
troy the apartheid regime, 
the enemy of all Africa, in
creases with the intensifica-

- ■ .  • v '”’ ' C l , !•>**> ~ * • > .

WORKERS A T  A TRADE UNION MEETING: 
ration movement’

"The backbone o f our llbe-

tion of the struggle. It is the 
hope of the millions of your 
brothers and sisters held pri
soner by the Pretoria regime 
that this year you will, toge
ther with them, take initia
tives further to  advance our 
united action.

We salute in particular 
the brother-people of Nami
bia, their leader, SWAPO and 
the People’s Liberation Army 
of Namibia(PLAN). It is to 
us a matter of proud record 
that as early as 1919, and 
again in 1946, the ANC sent 
delegations to  Versailles and 
the United Nations respecti
vely, to fight against the 
territory of Namibia being 
mandated to  racist South 
Africa. .

. . Heroic Struggle

Today, the heroic struggle, 
in which the Namibian people 
are engaged is itself a  mighty 
contribution to  our own lib -'

• eration, an expression-of a 
united offensive in which we 
who suffer under a common 
enemy are engaged. We ple
dge to  our fellow combatants 
of Namibia that we shall in 
tensify the offensive on our 
front so th a t both our peo- 

. pies can- secure their jtmanci-_ 
paQon.

We- salute the' heroici peo
ple- of Angola who have res-

olutely sacrificed to  sustain 
and advance the struggle of 
the Namibian people, in the 
process of suffering aggress
ion upon aggression by the 
fascist regime of South Af
rica.

We salute also other com- 
rades-in-arms engaged in str
uggles to  liberate themselves, 
including those of Western 
Sahara led by the Polisario 
Front, of Palestine led by 
the PLO, of El Salvador led 
by the Farabundo Marti Nat- 

. ional Liberation Front, of 
East Timor led by Fretelin, 
of Puerto Rico, Guatemala 
and elsewhere.

All these struggles toge
ther with our own belong 
to  one democratic anti-impe
rialist mainstream. Any adva
nces they make contribute to 
the furtherance of our own 
struggle; any advances we 
make strengthen the hand 
of these sister movements 
which like- us, confront the 
forces of imperialism headed 
by the United States of 
America.

Forces of Reaction

These forces’of reaction - ' 
can see that the risen p eo p -. 
les. are determined to_ bring ’ 

~-to an end the epoch of 
imperialist domination. They 
have therefore decided to

go on the offensive against 
the people. The most back
wards elements in world pol
itics, therefore, be they apa
rtheid South Africa, Zionist 
Israel or the reactionary 
Junta of El Salvador, find 
encouragement to hang on 
to  their ill-gotten power at 
all costs.

World Qianged

But in70 years the world, 
has changed radically. The 
people of Africa, of South
ern Africa and of South Af
rica are not alone. We too 
have our allies and loyal 
friends—.countries and peop
les who share the same visi
on as we do, who are prep
ared to carry the burden of 
struggle together with us, 
who recognise that all huma
nity is diminished and world 
peace and security threatened 
by the continued existence 
the apartheid regime. ■

We greet these allies and -  
friends on the occasion -of - 
our 70th birthday. We greet 
the governments and peoples 
of the socialist com m unity.. 
of nations, the governments 
and peoples o f the countries 
organised into the non-aligned 

'  movement, the Scandanavian- 
- peoples and governments .and 

the anti-racist governments 
and peoples of the rest of
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Action!
Western Europe and North 
America in the firm belief 
that we are together commi
tted to  act in unity against 
those who are committing a 
crime against, humanity, the ;

' apartheid regime. ■
The year of the 70th an

niversary of the ANC has . 
been proclaimed by that 
august body, the General 
Assembly of the United Nat
ions, as the year of mobilisa
tion for the im plem entation'  
of sanctions against apartheid. 
We urge that all those who - 
truly wish to  see an end to 
the inhuman system of apar- . 
theid should, acting in unity, i 
seize this opportunity to 
ensure that the Pretoria reg
ime is isolated as never bef
ore. Failure to do this will 
condemn our people and 
those of Southern Africa in 
particular and, in the end, 
the rest of mankind, to a 
terrible blood-letting that 
will forever rm ain'a blot on 
the conscience of the entire 
humanity. _

National Union

Today we commemorate 
with deserved pride the 70th 
anniversary of our national 
union. This is a historic occ
asion which has been made 
possible by the sacrifices 
which our people have made 
throughout these years and 
the support of the world 
democratic movement.

From Port Elizabeth and 
Bulhoek to  Sharpeville and 
Soweto and many other wid
ely dispersed points in time 
and space between, our peo
ple have laid down their lives 
in the struggle for our liberty, 
and pursuit of the goals for 

' which the ANC was founded. 
On Robben Island, in Kroon- 
stad and Pretoria are locked 
away leaders of our people, 
both young and old, men 
and women, black and white, 
heroes and heroines to  whom 
the liberation of the people 
is worthy more than their 
own lives.

Hiitoric Occasion
On this historic occasion 

we raise our banners in salu
te o f all these martyrs and 

'  patriots and pledge to  rem- 
tin  true to- their example—— 
and steadfast in the execut
io n  of their command to .

Continued from Page 1

seize power from our oppre- . 
sson.

In their name and that 
of the National Executive 
Committee we greet the ent
ire membership of the ANC 
and Umkhonto we Sizwe anc 
charge that they carry the 
tasks facing all of us with 
such honesty, courage, dedi
cation and discipline as befit . 
all true revolutionaries. In 
their name, and on behalf of 
the National Executive Com- ' 
mittee, we- command all 
these revolutionaries and 
urge all other patriots to 
unite in action, to  act for

unity and, as one, to  lead t 
the people in united action.

In the name of the fou
nding fathers, in the name 
of the martyred heroes of 
our-people, and in the name 
of the leadership of the Afr
ican National Congress, we 
call upon our people to 
observe 1982, the 70th anni
versary of the formation of 
our national union, as the 
Year of Unity in Action.

- Powerful Offensive

Let this be the year of 
the most powerful offensive 
that our country has ever 
seen Let this be the year o f 
our greatest unity in action. 
Let this be the year of a 
great leap fprward to the

threshold of victory. .< •
Long live the Year o f Unity 

in Action!
Long live our gloriou people’s 
movement, the African Nati
onal Congress!
Matla ke a rona! Amandla 

ngawethu!
Ke nako, Mayihlome!
All Power to the People!!,.

The 70th anniversary of the people's national union, the African National Congress was obse
rved through meetings, demonstrations and other actions by democrats and peace-loving peoples 
of the world. In Dar es Salaam, President O. R. Tambo addressed a huge gathering of ANC 
militants and Tanzanian people, which was also addressed by prominent Tanzanian leader, 
Rachid Kawawa. In Sweeden and India the period around January 8th witnessed mass meeti
ngs and other actions of solidarity^ Meetings were also held at the United Nations in New 
Y ork, in London, Angola, Ethiopia, the German Democratic Republic, the Soviet Union, Moz
ambique, Cuba, Belgium, Holland, Zambia and many other countries of the world where lea
ders of democratic governments and organisations, including the Organisation of African Unity 
and the United Nations pledged their solidarity with the struggling people of South Africa. 
Many messages of solidarity have been recieved from throughout the world. During the course 
of the Year of Unity in Action and International year of mobilisation for the Implementation 
a t sanctions against apartheid, all peace-loving mankind will engage in various actions in solida
rity with our struggle for national liberation! THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES!!
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H e  p e t  few months hire Witnessed the emergence 
and rapid expansion of a broad mass movement against 
the systematic detention of people’s leaden and patriots
by the racist regime.
Many democratic organisati
ons and individuals have thr
own in their lo t with the 
families and relatives of the 
patriots who have fallen foul 
with Pretoria’s arbitrary, fas
cist laws. The organisational 
structures set up to  channel 
and strengthen the people’s 
voice include the Detainees’ 
Parents Support Committee - 
and such specialised bodies • 
as the Detainees’ Health Rig
hts Steering Committee.

The campaign for the rel
ease of detainees comes at a 
critical moment, when the 
regime has let loose its fasc
ist police to silence those 
who seek and fight for just
ice and democracy in our 
land. The number of school 
pupils, students, trade unio
nists, journalists, ministers of
religion_in detention has
been conservatively put at 
180, and during the course 
of last year alone, more than 
500 patriots experienced det
ention.

Natural Reaction

Whilst the emergence of 
thi< movement against deten
tion reflects a natural react
ion to  suppression, the width 
of its appeal signifies a gnat 
victory on the part of the 
struggling people. In meetings, 
demonstrations and petitions, 
workers, students, parents, 
mtellectuals-ineluding lead
ing staff members at 4 major 
universities—and so on, have 
risen as one in support of 
the detained patriots.

All the people are agreed 
that detention without trial 
constitutes a serious violation 
of human rights. The people 
correctly express fear about 
the safety of the detainees 
for, as experience has shown, 
many patriots come out of 
these detention camps para
lysed or mentally broken.
An increasing number have 
either been released only.to 
die of injuries sustained in 
detention or perished at the 
hands of the fascist interro
gators.

Faced with these fascist 
monsters whose hands are-, 
dripping' wi^h the blood of

scores of our patriots, a 
number of participants in the 
campaign have adopted the 
slogan: "Charge or Release 
the Detainees” as the call 
around which we should 
rally. Many more, however, 
have gone a step further to  
state that the Pretoria regime 
does not represent the majo
rity of the people of -South 
Africa and, therefore, reser
ves no right whatsoever to . 
arrest, detain or charge the 
fighters for justice, le t alone 
to rule our country. In this 
context, said one speaker at 
the protest meeting in Khot

uld reflect this correct und
erstanding.

Whilst the “Charge or 
Release" slogan correctly 
focusses the attention of 
the people on the fascist 
nature of Pretoria’s state 
machinery, it could-and 
does—imply witting or unwi
tting recognition of the ‘leg
ality’ of the racist state incl
uding its judicial machinery. 
A practical pointer to  this 
danger is the announcement 
on  New Year’s eve by the 
fascist minister of police,
Le Grange that a number of 
detainees would be brought 
to court early this year. “We 
do ncrt want these people 
to  be held indefinitely” ^  
Grange proudly stated, “we

detention front whilst at the 
same time deepening its thr
ust to the very nerve centre 
of the system. We should 
extend the Detainees Sinmoct 
campaign to  encompass all 
patriots within the grey walls 
of Botha's prisons, the ban
ned and the banished. Camp
aigns such as the one waged 
by families of Robben Island 
prisoners to  visit the prison 
between November 27th and 
December 3rd, and for info
rmation on the alleged hun
ger strike will, as a-result, 
not be left to the prisoners’ 
relatives but will assume a 
national dimension. So should 
thff urgen t campaign to  stop 
the execution of our heroes 
and Umkhonto combatants 
on the death row: Naphtali 
Manana, Johnson Lubisi, Pet
ros Mashigo, Anthony Tsots- 
obe, Johannes Shabangu'and 
David Moise.

At national level, let us

• V .
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A t Oscar Mpetha's trial (left). After the 
death sentence on MK combatants (above). 
Defend-the patriots in Botha’s dungeons!

Khotso House, Johannesburg 
late last year:
“There is no point in conde
mning Section Six o f  the 
the Terrorism A ct without 
condemning the pass laws 
and influx control laws, and 
there is no point in condem
ning pass laws, and influx co
ntrol without rejecting the 
social and economic system 
they maintain".

Such is the issue facing 
the campaigners, the parents 
and relatives of the detain
ees and all the struggling 
people. The current spate of 
detentions should be seen in 
correct perspective as a des
perate measure on the part 
of the regime to  silence the 
voice of justice and democr- 

. acy. As such, the slogans 
around which we,rally sho

want to  get them to the 
courts as soon as possible” .

As the speakers at Kho
tso House and many others • 
have said, the myriad of 
“security” legislation in our , 
country exists precisely to 
defend, maintain and justify 
the system of racist colonia
lism. Such laws as the Com
munism Act, Terrorism Act, 
Internal Security Act have 
been enacted to ensure that 
every patriot in South Africa 
is ‘put behind bars when the 
rulers so desire. The annou
ncement by Le Grange, the
refore, is a cunning attempt 
by the regime to weaken the 
campaign for the release of 
the detainees.

At the same time, it is a 
challenge to all the struggling 
people to,broaden, the anti

mobilise for organised mass 
visits to  the prisons and ot
her actions in defence of our 
jailed patriots. In our locali
ties let us campaign to invo
lve all the people—from - 
street to street in the towns
hips; row to row in the cla
ssrooms and lecture halls; 
department to department 
on the factory floor...-to 
participate, for example, in 
the washing and ironing of 
the detainees’ clothes and

■ in the preparation of meals. 
In this way, as the experie
nce of the late ’50’s and 
early ’60’s showed, we shall 
broaden the consciousness 
of millions and help stren
gthen the Political Prisoner! 
Support movement.
Unity in'Action is our

Battle-cry'.'.



common praxis inscruggleAT THE BEGINNING OF DECEMBER. 1981, REVOLUTI
ONARIES FROM DIFFERENT COUNTRIES OF EUROPE, 
AFRICA AND LATIN AMERICA MET FOR A HISTORIC 
CONFERENCE. FATHER MICHAEL LAPSLEY REPORTS: 
For generations in South Af
rica, Christiana and Marxists 
hare joined hands to rid the- 
world of apartheid. Unity in 
Straggle has been the key- . 
note of the fight against 
racist colonialism. " ' ■*

In December, 1981 in "
Madrid, the African National 
Congress was invited to con
tribute to an encounter of 
Christians and Marxists from 
Africa and Latin America.
The dynamic participation ' 
of C h r i s t i a n s  in  the South 
African struggle was particu
larly strongly echoed by the 
experience of El Salvadoreans 
and Guatemalans in their life 
and death struggle against 
imperialism. In Nicragaua the 
massive participation of Chri
stians has extended beyond 
the first stage of revolution 
into the stage of reconstru
ction.

Considering the fact that 
successive white regimes in 
South Africa and their impe
rialist allies have always stri
ven to put Christians and 
Marxists at loggerheads, the 
Madrid encounter-which 
helped strengthen the links 
of solidarity and exchange 
of-experiences between the 
struggling peoples of the two 
continents— signifies a great 
achievement. The declaration 
of the Conference, which 
we print below, bears testi
mony to this great victory:

For generations in South Africa, Christians, revolutionary democrats and Marxists 
have acted in unity for freedom! \

DECLARATION: /
We, revolutionaries, Chris

tians and Marxists from Belg
ium, Costa Rica, Cuba, El 
Salvador, France, The Fede
ral Republic of Germany, 
Guatemala, Mexico, Mozam
bique, the Netherlands, Nica
ragua, Portugal, South Africa, 
Spain, Tanzania, gathered in 
fctadrid from S—12 December, 
1981, to  share our experie
nces, to reflect on our com
mon praxis within the revol
utionary process and the 
Christian presence within the 
struggle of our people:. 
Denounce-the option for - . 
death in which imperialism 
in its deepest expression led 
by the United States, has-̂  r ]  
pushed the modern world- 
The evidence of our den i t

nciation:
1. Its interventionist policy 
in Central America and the 
Carribean where Reagan backs 
the unprecedented killing of 
the peoples of El Salvador 
and Guatemala, and tries to 
stop the process of national 
reconstruction in Nicaragua 
and hardens its hostility to
wards Cuba, exposing the 
whole region to a clear thr
eat of direct intervention.
2. Its policy of total support 
for the racist South African 
regime, the last bastion of 
colonialism. We are witness
ing the massive invasion.of - 
Angola and the illegal o c c u 
pation of Namibia in defia
nce of Resolution 435 of the 
United Nations which dema
nds the right of self-determi
nation for the Namibian pe
ople.- All the countries of 
the region are threatened by 
the destibilising and murde
rous policy of the racists. In
side South Africa the regime 
continues its genoddal policy 
of massive forced removals
to  arid “ bantustans” and. .

Africans.
We also denounce the in

terventionist actions and agg
ressive statements of Reagan’s 
administration in the world, 
including the so-called possi
bility of limited nuclear war 
in Europe.

While Reagan and his 
imperialist allies continue 
their policies of death, the 
vast majority of the human 
community is opting for 
life-for the right to work, 
for bread, shelter, health, for 
respect for their cultures, for 
their right to develop their 
full human potential ^nd the 
right to  live in peace.

We pledge our solidarity 
with all oppressed, exploited, 
and downtrodden people 
who are opting for life.

|iuminiuiiuiiuiû uinuiiniii;iii
HELP SPREAD THE MESSAGE OF

PASS MAYIBUYE ON:
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We express our support 
for the people of El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Namibia and 
South Africa who are strug
gling for their independence, 
and to  the revolutionary 
governments who are enga
ged in the construction of 
a new society.
• ' We thank the Spanish pe
ople for their hospitality and 
we hope that they will grad
ually win freedom through 
opting for peace.

We, revolutionaries, Chris
tians and Marxists, gathered 
in this encounter, urge all 
people in the world to 
unite in the struggle against 
imperialism and to opt for 
life!
Madrid, 12th December, 1981.

liMjl
THE ANC! i

' ( T I C K  I T  O N T O  A P U B L I C  W A L L  O H  B U S  
S H I L T I *  A T  M I O M T

,_denies self-determination' n fV  
.--a. unitary state to  the oppre

ssed Black majority of-South"

‘ DISCUSS THE ISSUES RAISED WITH THE PEOPLE 
Y O U  M EET a n d  YOUR FRIE N DS,  j . .  -  i  ' ' M '

- "BE CAREFUL!!! .1
SSHS.... !ii!!!,!!!,hiN!!'!!!!H.r
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Remember Matola!
On January 30ih, 19*1, fascist South African troops and h ind mercenaries murdarad our 12 .  

compatriots and fallow freedom-fljhters in Matola, People's Republic of Mozambique. In memory 
of these dedicated sons-of-the-soU and to commemorate this day, we reprint extracts from the 
■poaches by Comrades President Tam bo a t the funeral and President Machei at the public rally 
in solidarity with the «tnj*fllnf people of South Africa on the 14th of February, last year.

I V : :

I be. jve that the people . 
of Lesotho, Swaziland, Bot
swana, Zimbabwe, Zambia, 
Tanzania, the Congo, Angola,
Namibia_the people of this
continent who are the most 
immediate victims of this 
terrorism are united as never 
before, nnited in their deter
mination to rid the continent 
and mankind of this racist 
piracy and to  help the people 
of South Africa to  take over 
power which they will put 
at the service of Africa and 
mankind. The South African 
regime cannot help creating 
this unity...

Perhaps the 
Matola murders will impart 
to  the revolutionary struggle 
in Souft Africa what the 
Mueda massacres gave to 
the revolutionary struggle of ,  
the people of Mozambique; 
and from Mueda to  fully .

They say they attacked 
.us because of our support 
for the ANC. They want to 
divide us, to weaken us. They 
want us to stop supporting 
the ANC. We and the ANC 
were always in complete sol- - 
idarity with each other. It is 
unthinkable that this solida
rity between our people and 
the South African people be 
severed.

The ANC is die oldest 
liberation movement in 
Africa. The ANC is the van
guard that has been leading

liberated Mozambique may 
well signify a move from 
Matola to  the total liberati
on of South Africa...

There is no reason why 
this regime should be toler
ated anymore. Our resolve is 
a calm resolve.' It acknowle
dges that we are dealing with 
a kind of Hitler here, with 
fascism and nazism. It is 
merciless; it is strong even; 
it can yet put up a fight.
But le t us rise like one man, 
as one people, to overthrow 
that regime.

The people of South Af
rica, the African National 
Congress and its allies will 
lead in that assault. The on
slaught that Botha and Malan 
have been crying about has 
been precipitated by their 
own recalcitrance and intra
nsigence, by the deaf cars

President Tambo at the funeral

that they have paid to the 
appeals of the international 
community. Let there be 
that onslaught! What is the 
alternative? Mozambique will 
not grow, Zimbabwe will 
never—for as long as there is 
oppression in South Africa

the liberation struggle of the 
South African people fo r-  
70 years.

The ANC is the vanguard 
that bears the tradition of 
centuries-long resistance to 
foreign occupation; the van
guard of the whole South 
African people in their fight 
against apartheid. -

What is apartheid? Why 
is this system condemned by 
all humanity?

Apartheid is the system 
that maintains 23 million 
people oppressed, humiliated,

segregated, denied their 
very status as human beings...

Apartheid is a form of 
colonialism. For this reason, 
we understand profoundly 
the just struggle of the South 
African^people; we stand in 
firm solidarity with the So
uth African people, in firm 
solidarity with the ANC.

The ANC is one of the 
beacons in Africa that has 
inspired the national libera
tion struggle against racism 
and colonial domination, true 
fertile ground in which our

_ Presidents Tambo and Machei at the rally on the 4th o f February, T9SJ.

we shall not know indepen
dence. And the enemy is at
ta c k in g :!^  US REPLY!!

(President 0 . R. Tambo)

own liberation struggle took 
root. It is the patrimony and 
pride of our continent, the 
embodiment of the indestru
ctible will of peoples for 
their liberation.

■ The ANC is recognised by 
the international community 
as the true and legitimate 
representative of the South 

. African people. It is repres
ented in all parts of the wo
rld, in all the big internati
onal organisations. It is rep
resented in the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique.

Throughout the world, 
the ANC has representatives, 
offices, residences,, exiled citi
zens and refugees from segr
egation and repression.' It 
has representations in Eng
land, France, Italy, the Uni
ted States, the Nordic coun
tries, throughout Africa, in 
the socialist countries.

In these countries their 
militants live in houses. It _ 
was residences like these that 
were the. target of destruct

io n  and massacre in the early 
hours of January 30; reside
nces that the South African 
regime classified as ANC • 
military bases. "  ' .-.c 

»  >.

(President Samora. Machei)
>C. ;■» .v-



ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE ! MAYIBUYE
(Supplement)

'Journal o f  the African National Congress

UNITE
(NEC STATEMENT)

Compatriots, allies and democratic supporters of the her
oic struggle of the people of South Africa,

Comrades,
The names of the founding 
fathers are in the minds of 
many of the oppressed peo
ple of our country today as 
we commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of the foundation 
of the African National Con
gress. One of these, Pixley 
ka Izaka Seme, had declued 
in 1906:

“The brighter day is risi
ng upon Africa— Yes, the 
regeneration o f  Africa belo
ngs to this new and power
fu l period. The African peo
ple—possess a common fun
damental sentiment which is 
everywhere manifest, crysta - 
Bismg itself into one comm
on controlling idea...The reg
eneration . o f  Africa means '  
that a new and unique civi
lisation is soon to be added
to the world”. _

-  ,  i —

Historic Call

In 1911, in a historic call 
which articulated a widely 
felt need for a united strug
gle against colonial domina-, 
tion in Africa, Pixley ka 
Seme invited the peoples of 
the sub-continent to meet in 
conference and, forgetting 
and burying all past differe
nces and divisions, to discuss 
and plan together for their 
common future. .

As an expression of the 
“ regeneration of Africa” and 
in response to the call for 
united struggle, the most 
representative political gathe
ring of Africans ever held in

1912. Delegates and represe- - 
ntatives came from all over 
South Africa and from other 
r^nntpea of Southern Africa. 
They included workers, fa r-. 
m en, peasants, professionals, 
journalists, traders, church
men, chiefs, member* of the - 
African royalty, poets, musi
cians, authors.

Mangaung

The venue of this mome
ntous event was MANGAUNG 
(Bloemfontein). Pixley ka f.. 
Seme explained to the asse- 
mbled delegates; ____

“The white people o f  this 
country have formed what

- tr  known as the Union o f . '  
South Africa—a union m ’ 
which we have no voice in 
the making o f  laws and no 
part in the administration.
We have called you...to this 
conference so that we can 
together devise ways and "... 
means o f  forming our natio
nal union fo r  the purpose 
o f  creating national unity 
and defending our rights, and 
privileges”. t

The ensuing debate and 
deliberations culminated by

— a unanimous decision, in the 
epoch-making formation o f . 
the African National Cong
ress. The people of Southern 
Africa had thus forged a

• 'new and mighty weapon of .- 
= -struggle, a regional political , 

force, a: national movement- 
which grew to-become partjj.' 

.•of the people’s political 
life, experience and' history; V"

COMRADE PRESIDENT 0. TAMBO

the sub-continent of.Africa.^,
, — i- nr, Tgnimrv ft v  ‘ 'the embodiment of their

deepest belief in the certai
nty of victory and the exp
ression of their identity with , 
the progressive forces of the 
world in the pursuit of man’s 
just cause.

. * Seven Decades

Today, as we look back : 
over 7 decades of uninterru
pted and principled. struggle 
by the African National 
Congress to free our conti
nent and our motherland 
from the shackles of coloni
alism, racism and fascism 
we rise in our millions in 

, salute o f  the great patriots 
who gathered at-Mangaung . 
in early January* 1912. Am- 

- ong them, were John Langa--- 
libalele Dube, Sol Plaatjie, - 
Walter. Rubusaha, Sam Mak-.

gatho, Alfred Mangena, 
Meshack Pelem, Charlotte 
Maxeke, Thomas Mapikela, 
Edward Tsewu and others. 
There were the royal perso
nages who had personally _ 
or whose forebears led the 
armies of resistance to the 
colonial occupation of out 
Africa but also came to or 
were represented at Bloem
fontein to forge a new wea
pon of struggle, among them: 
Solomon ka Dinizulu of the 
Zulu, Montsioa of the Baro- 
long, Lewanika of the Lori, 
Letsie II of the Sotho, Labo- 
tsibeni of the Swazi, Dali- 

_ndyebo of the Tembu, Sek- 
hukhuni of the Pedi and 

' Khama of the Tswana.
, The desire, the attempt,'

"Continued oa  f ig e -if
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N E C  ST AT EM ENT continued
to bring to the Bloemfon
tein Conference all the peo
ple* of Southern Africa, as 
•  first step towards the uni: 
fixation of the African stru
ggle, was defeated only by 
the fact that we were sepa
rately subjugated by three 
-metropolitan powers—Great 
Britain, Germany and Portia 
gaL

Those who attended came 
from the British-colonised 
part of the region. Today, 
however, the colonial barriers 
that separated us in 1911 
hare crashed under the wei
ght of the advancing African 
revolution. We have become 
one people, with one cause 
and one enemy—the South 
African fascists and their 
imperialist allies.

Anti-Colonial Forces

The African National Con
gress was conceived as a reg
ional union of anti-colonial 
forces and had a distinctly 
continental perspective. On • 
the occasion o f its 70th an
niversary the masses of the 
people of Sooth Africa sal- 
ute their comrades-in-arms, 
the peoples o f Southern 
Africa—the founders of the 
ANC.

They salute the people 
of Africa—who, with the 
decolonisation of 'Namibia 
and South Africa, will have 
fulfilled their historic mission 
to achieve the total liberation 
of the continent, thus conso

lidating a firm foundation for 
for a victorious struggle aga- • 
inst imperialism.

The oppressed masses and 
democrats of South Africa, 
through the ANC, salute all 
worid forces for change 
who, during the past 70 
years, have fought triump- " 
hant struggles against coloni
alism, racism and fascism. 
Within 5 years of the form
ation of the ANC, the wor
ld’s first socialist state came 
into being. Today a power- ~ 
fill worid socialist system 
exists and the principles 
upon which it is founded 
win growing acceptance as 
man develops from his past 
to  his future.
.' The African National 
Congress, bom of the peo
ple, a creation of Africa's 
history and experience, has 
moved with the people and 
with the times. It was born 
into the frontline, to spear
head the people’s struggle. 
Thanks to the dedication of 
its members, the great vision 
of its leaders and the calibre - 
of its allies and supporters, 
it has remained in the front
line'and is now spearheading 
the final assault upon the 
last colonial stronghold in 
Africa. ,

An integral part of a 
changing worid, the ANC 
has influenced and has been 
influenced by the socio-eco
nomic and political transfor
mations that have come in

the course o f man’s struggle 
for a better world. It is an 
integral part o f the world
wide force* that are in fact 

the world—elimina
ting its injustices, correcting 
its imbalances and introdu
cing a new social, economic . 
and political order in which 
friendship and peace will 
prevail because the causes of 
conflict and war will have 
been removed. _ -

. Vanguard Movement ‘

On mis historic occasion, 
marking the 70th anniversary 
of the founding of our van
guard liberation movement, - 
we extend our revolutionary 
greetings and congratulations 
to all our people on the 
great achievements and adva
nces that they have thus far 
registered along this long 
and arduous march to our 
cherished goal of national 
and social liberation. That 
goal is already in sight! We 
are saying this boldly and 
confidently, for our forces 
of national liberation have 
never been better poised for 
the final onslaught to eradi
cate the evil system of colo
nial and racial oppression 
and exploitation.

' The formation of the 
African National Congress, 
on January 8, 1912, was 
an expression of the future 
people’s power won through 
protracted and bitter strugg
les against the combined

- foer and British colonial 
enslavement The ANC was, 
and remains to day, the - 
organised political represen
tative and fighting force for 
the attainment of democra-

■ tic aad revolutionary change 
in our society.

The menage that came 
out a t  the founding confe
rence in Bloemfontein 70 
years ago, expressed the coir * 
lectire resolve of the peoples . 
of Southern Africa who cor* -. 
rectly perceived that they 
were suffering under the 
seLf-same yoke of colonial 
tyranny and therefore sha
red a common destiny. That 
message also coincided with 
the aspirations of millin g  - 
of colonialiy-eubjugated Afr
icans throughout our mother 
continent.

It is not accidental that - 
history apportioned to our 
region the role of fore-runner 
in this regard. For it is here 
that imperilaist domination 
and colonial occupation had 
achieved the most pernicious 
and disastrous results, and 
therefore made more press
ing the need to challenge 
foreign rule and to counter- 
pose to it the right of the 
African people to self-deter
mination and independence. 
Stretching from that period, 
the peoples of Africa have 
made gigantic strides, with 
practically the whole conti
nent having attained political 
independence and now enga
ged in national economic 
reconstruction to. consolidate 
these pins. A few pockets of 
racial and colonial dominat-

MANGAUNG January8,1912
T sms born on Jammary the eigth 
For m y birth 
jWy parents 
Day and long M b )
To a place called 
MANGAUNG 
Which means
Tbe m tra n j piace o f tin  leopards 

Today,
Tbe rmerrry calls m y croddle 
Bloemfontein.

Hospitable 
A meeting place 
Where non  
Only poisonous crops

l o f m
Bloom.

'/■ f t  fo r  nw 
: One J im m y  8 th  

_*My parents came ' v-V
: Prom eB  comers heights  and pUins

o f  our 
Stolen 

-A nd  a  pasu.- 
Our cattle gone 
Omr homes burnt 
Omr fields made green by ns 
But, especially not fa r  ms 
A nd i f  they could only 'speak.
A ll those liters o f South Africa 
Could tell o f countless seasons 
O f omr blood, our tears

B ut chat ’l  when m y p e m a  
. Were n o t married.

They m Iked alone, .
Just like each- fighting bulldoters alone 

' A lone, tried to  bm te  
With bam bands
T he mad. stampede o f elephants 

.  When single handed victories 
r,;>  O ften leave each parent armless-
'T , I ;•

Bmt before th a t i 
’ . A fte r  the enem y

Settled a h a le  fam ily be bed 
Over our EVERYTHING  
He m ated
A nd strengthened bis fighting muscle 
Agam tt m y people

Today ,
English French Dutch 
German Italian Greek 
Portuguese and other 
Tounges o f Europe

• Pronounce themseims

In m y country!
And us—
Sotbo Venda Xbosa 
Tthopi Sbangaan Zulu 

* .The tame European tounges

*

N * 7

m m

M
- j y S m w f  mxxurmt rnmd colourf ul parents * "*•'
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ion remain, soon to be (wept 
off the surface of the conti
nent.

Our struggle, as part and 
pared of the revolutionary 
process that is sweeping acr
oss the continent, draws in
spiration and support from 
the victories already scored 
by Africa. Our victory over 
what was at the beginning, 
and remains, entrenched impe
rialist ilnmiiuH/»i mil white 
minority rule, will constitute 
the apex of Africa’s advance 
to genuine poplitical and 
economic emancipation.

It is equally true that the 
'revolutionary transformations 

that we have witnessed on 
the continent o f Africa are 
also a component part of »' 
the broader global struggle 

. waged by progressive man- ' 
kind against the dark forces 
of imperialist domination 
over the world and of the 
exploitation of man by mm.

Imperialist Powers

At the time of the founding 
of the ANC, a handful of 
imperialist powers dominated 
the rest of the world politi-

- cally and economically. Africa 
had been carved up among 
the grabbing imperialist for- * 
ces in pursuit o f strategic 
raw materials, profit, and • 
spheres of influence. Millions, 
upon millions of people in 
the colonial and semi-colo
nial world had been reduced 
to objects of unbridled exp
loitation and producers 
of fat profits for foreign 
masters.

Today that picture has 
changedr It has changed rad
ically and irreversibly. The 
sphere of imperialist domina
tion has shrunk tremendously 
and continues to do so as 
the forces of liberation and 
'social progress grow in size 
and combativeness. As a 
consequence, the balance of 
forces, both costinen tally 
and internationally, has 
decisively shifted in favour 
of the forces of independe
nce, democracy and peace. 
The mainstay of this world 
revolutionary process are the 
socialist countries, fully com
mitted to the cause of nat
ional liberation, the democ
ratic forces in the capitalist 
camp, and the national libe
ration movement We too, 
therefore, are part and parcel 
of this revolutionary stream 
that is changing our planet 
for a better and happier 
world to  live in.

Given this background, 
therefore, the 70th anniver
sary of the African National 
Congress finds all of us bet
ter placed than we have been 
before to carry out our 
historic mission to destroy 
the apartheid monster and 
realise the goal o f total libe
ration of the African conti- . 
nent It is our historic obli- . 
gation/as it is that of Africa, 
united under the Organisation 
of African Unity, to fight to 
achieve this goal, and in 
doing so, to contribute to 
the efforts towards ensuring 
that the continent as a whole 
enjoys peace and attends to 
the urgent task of winning 
economic liberation and rai-

ring the tiring standards of 
its people.

We are better placed to 
move forward because our 
people are engaged in mass 
organised action at a level 
and with a tenacity unsurpa
ssed over the last seven dec
ades. We are better placed to 
break new ground in our 
assault on the enemy because 
these risen m ines recognise 
dearly, from practical expe- 
rinece, that the revolutionary 
struggle in which we are en
gaged has one leader and 
one perspective—the African 
National Congress and the 
Freedom Charter respectively. 
We are better placed to move 
in on the enemy because to
day we have a popular army, 
Umkhonto we Sizwe, capa
ble of speaking to the enemy 
in the language he under
stands best
- The early decades follo
wing the 1912 founding con
ference were times of prob
ing by our; movement to 
meet the changing context 
of the struggle in which new 
economic and political forc
es for change were still in 
their infancy. Our people 
had been finally robbed of 
their land and all political 
rights. In growing numbers 
they were pushed into the 
mines and plantations to 
produce wealth for South 
Africa’s ruling class. This 
marked the emergence of 
the working class movement 
in our country. It was from 
this black labouring section 
of our population that the 
new forces of resistance 
came up. The past 70 years

^lave witnessed unending 
efforts by the working peo
ple to combine and use their 
collective strength to defeat 
the oppressor. In the process, 
confrontations, skirmishes, 
economic strikes, boycotts, 
anti-pass campaigns, defiance 
campaigns and other forms 
of struggle, took place all 
over the country. All these 
served as a practical school' 
for HnTifnf anrl training our 
revolutionary forces. Gradu
ally they have grown in stre
ngth and experience and now 
pose a real threat to the sys
tem of apartheid. They form 
the backbone of our striking 
power.

Already by the late 1940’: 
our young militants, thrown 
up by the growing and inte
nsifying struggle, began to 
chart new and more effective 
methods of struggle for the 
new stage. This prepared the 
ground for the massive con
frontations of the 1950’s— 
the campaign for the defi
ance of unjust laws, general 
political strikes, more anti
pass campaigns and the Con
gress of the People , that ado
pted our historic document 
—the Freedom Charter. By 
that period the African Nat
ional Congress had become 
a mass movement involving 
all sections of the oppressed 
in active struggle. Faced with 
and frightened by the rising 
revolutionary tide, the enemy 
declared our movement ille
gal and detained many of

They earn*
On fo o t on btcycU 
Oxwegons borteback . ...
Some by tmms cattler hke CMttlt,
Through nmm and tbe frying  « * • -  
The w ind th o rn  and rock 
Send tom tb ry  comfuered,
Tbry cam*
Tbe flame hearted ones.
The back-bent ta d  bruised ones 
Tbeir unseen scan twelltng 
The w hipp'd ones came . .
Tbt downtrodden
Violated again and again
Tbomgb unyielding
Whenever triad Hke roads
In tb t cruel wbiris and storms
O f Angia-Boer Iowa . _ .
Tbey arrived.
These unconquamble custodians o f justice

A nd rallied i
Tbeir moons fined  on a gigantic 
A  pregnant ideal ■ '■
Down from  tbe place 
O f w o  th.
Tbe birtb o f  I

Called Natal 
They came w itb stories 

s O f tbe walley o f a thousand bills 
Alw ay s green and swollen w itb  hope 
Seemed to  swallow Tngela waters .
Just to  le t freedom  riders passI 
A nd those whose wagom  and bicycles 
Saw th* Lekwa and Ndba w aten  
/Use
With African pride
A lso im petient fo r tbe return o f stolen lands
Whispered in nations tounges
That ewen creatures
Known to  low human blood .
Popped their beads high 
Up and down "
Spirited by tbe call o f
HANGAUNG  — -  ~
And bubbled
Deep in tbeir waterborne
NdleleubUl v
Just le t freedom  riders passl
TUlela a ti bast ...
Ttala tsweu -
Just to  le t freedom  riders pass!
Just to  lighten tbe burden - .
Ndila txbene V ~ _

* L et the roads: he w hite■ '  " -~ • V;  /
They eU sang - -i1.' - **"r -

extended, mmrfmg
A ll their hearts pounding 
All thoughts now 
A ll embracing now  
Awaiting
Tbe beginning o f the 
Splitting pain 
Tbe pain that separates us

Just to  le t freedom  riders pass

They came 
Burning deep inside 
In the bidden brow 
Watery in the eye 
Weighted in tbe m ind 
By what they called 
Tbe pains o f labour

From patt tanying  nines 
From pess carrying farms 
From pass churches, passscbools 
Pass umoetsities, pass stores, pass ,
Prom plenty beany pats work 
Our people d id and s tS  do.
Spanking ell tbe despised languages _ .
O f our roots .
And European ones too  : " * V
They arm ed  • . • -  ..

■ \  - Continued on Page hr
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■d ac tw m .
For n> it was a time for 

reaaesnnest, for the draw
ing np of •  new strategy 
and new tactic* to meet the 
ghTtyfny condition!.

The administrative ten or 
which the eaemy unleashed 
against the popular upsurge: 
the lMwmtiga, banishments. 
K—H «p, ten tart in police 
r»Tl« innfitip  and shootings 
—none of these hare succe
eded in neutralising the peo
ple's militancy. Instead they 
hare reinforced our determi
nation to pursue the cause, 
of liberation.'.

Under the leadership of 
the ANC and its allies as 
well as other patriotic revo
lutionary forces inside the  ̂
country, organised political' 
confrontation has grown 
immeasurably over the recent 
past. The underground forces 
of our movement are entre- . 
nched deeper and are- multi
plying among the people 
more than at any stage since 
the outlawing of our organi
sation. The enemy is engul
fed in a crisis of deep pror- 
portions and is frantically 
looking for new ways out of 
this political quagmire.

I s  the current period, our

people hare begun to reply 
to the enemy violence with ' 
revolutionary violence. Today 
our armed cadres are dealing 
blow after- blow at the 
enemy in wide-spread areas 
throughout South Africa.
The growing sophistication 
of these blows, their frequ
ency and their high level of 

'organisation have inspired . . 
our people and reinforced 
their conviction, that our 
cause shall triumph. The ~ 
racist regime itself can no c 
longer deny that they face 
a future in which growing - 
mass political upsurge will ’ 
be more and more comple
mented by increasing armed 
action by the people. We 
have reached a stage where 
the people have opted for 
and are joining the armed 
struggle as one of the most ;

■ effective ways to dislodger/ 
the racist rulers from power. 
Inside our own borders the * 
balance of forces is gradua
lly tilting in our favour. The ' 
voice of the mass democratic 
movement, headed by the 
ANC and its allies is winn
ing the hearts and minds of 
growing numbers from amo
ngst all the oppressed, push
ing into growing isolation :

........  Ml ■■■■■■■■■I
the diehard racists and faao- 
jats. This movement is not 
only an opponent of the '~ 
apartheid regime, but has 
actually emerged as an alter
native power, enjoying the 
actual and active allegience 
of the overwhelming majo
rity of our people. Increasing 
numbers from the white-opp- 
ressor group are steadily 
joining the stream for politi
cal and social chastge.

Through our sacrifices,
’.and in the face of brutal 
. taemy repression and- perse
cution, we have stubbornly 
and persistently defended 
our great creation, the Afri
can National Congress, agai-

- nst frantic and desperate 
efforts by the enemy to blot 
it out. We have defended it 
because we knew that with
out it our collective strength 
would cease to exist, without 
it the prospects of our capt
uring power would fade into 
the distant future. Twenty 
years after the oppressor re
gime declared it illegal, the 
ANC today on its 70th anni
versary, is openly acclaimed 
as the leader of our people, 
thanks to the imposition by 
the masses of a new popular 
concept of legality which

ttaa enemy guns- cannot AooC 
out of existence, and which 
his coarts cannot imprison. 
By “lifting” the ban in this 
manner we have asserted 
ourselves as the alternative 
power of our land—the only 
legitimate power-because 
we are the people, the dem
ocratic majority, whose will 
must triumph in the end.

I n  sharp contrast to the 
racists who have sought to 
divide our country and peo
ple into racial and ethnic 
compartments, we-have up
held the ideal of one coun
try, one people and one 
democratic and non-radal 
destiny for all who live in 
it, black and white.

The people’s determination 
not to deviate from these 
ideals remains steadfast and 
finds expression in the uni
versal commitment we have 
made to remain loyal to the 
perspectives contained in the 
Freedom Charter. As there 
can be no compromise betwe
en democratic rule and racist 
tyranny, so must it be that 
the Freedom Charter, the 
alternative political, econo
mic and constitutional plat
form of popular power in - 
our country, will emerge -  
triumphant...

Tbe birth o f our. nation 
There at MANGAUNGI

1 think m y parents 
Chose this place because 

to  be
Tbe fir s t fru it o f  {tract

Tb* Hviug meddeng g ift 
An unbreakable m  •
That each is empowered 

■And t■mud higher ^
Only
A nd then only 
In tb* tigbuning  and linking 
O f our clenched fists: 
tn  short
A  weapon against 
David* and destroy

Today,
ITba enemy  i> m m  tba pockets 
O f a faw 'graady ones 
Who wear- our leopard skins 
And forget M ANGA UNGl 
The enem y dots our country 
Witb sm allpox and leprosy _ . 
Dumps -  ~ ’
Called Bantustans 
To batten tb* death "

- O f our nation! -  . 2-

But I'm  an extraordinary spirit 
A  power, a fore*, a borne

A  spear .............. ....  .
A  c h id  ' ■' 7 '■ — ’
Yes, t  child bom  w itb stubborn
O f

leopard spots
‘WtJi ‘ y.*

Breathing, kicking stretching
iC
1 *

Witb tb*  hearts o f leopards and lions 
Pita all the unknown 
A nd unknown courage and trium phs 
O f Africa 

' _For 1 was bom  
A t the gathering o f tba  brave!

Today,
Tb* enemy tramples 
On the burial place . -

... O f our umbilical c o rd ___
With iron boots tanks 
A nd bulletheits

Ob no l - '
Please! " . • ' : . . ■ ■ '  ■
I'm  not boasting "

' When I say
.■I baa* tb* m ost supreme fam ily tre t 

For every vein in m y body - 
. Every artery was infused w itb blood 

Rich
With the history o f freedom  fighters.

. And ju st fo r  m y birth 
They all came!
Tbuiimabasbe was tb trr  
Remembering' Sosbangane 

'  Sekhukhuni stood high 
And k m p  standing taller 
A nd more majestic 
Than any Hollywood king o f kings 
Makhado w itb bis elephants bead 
He remembered Tbobo ya Ndou , - 
Kbama Moshoesboe ;
A ll shielding the low ly victim s o f '  
Capital and race
Victim* o f bloodsucking exploitation- 
Cetsbwayo w ith uutbakeablr Sbaka
On b it mind. 
AU took o ff

Hmaa, Makbanda—Nxeie 
Tbeir leopard flash touching dose 
A nd all carrying 
Tb* Spear o f tb* nation!

And then -
To think 
AH o f them  

■ All in me
Tbis wealth, this vast greatness 
Our country, our people 
AH m eacb o f us.
Whatever our birth 
Wherever our birth 
Wherever we carry the struggle

For I  was bom  . . . .
Crying FREEDOM! ■
While our working people
Tb* true midwwes o f our wealth
Midwives o f vision, hope
Our future
Tenderly passed me
From  bend to jo in  band
O f leopard hearts
Blowing into me _ ’ ̂
Tb* rising strains o f 

■Nkosi S iktlet’ iAfrika

A nd  '  ■ • '
Wbat’s m y name?

. Tb* AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 
O f South Africa. Bom on January 
8 ,1 9 1 2 . "
I  p n t  birth to  UMKHONTO
■WE SIZWE on the I6tb o f Decembe r
1961 '

A.-. v ,  Lm dm fM ahuxa
■ , AU o ff ■■ v - . !• - “Jv
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