
Government evoked uniformly courteous expressions of sympathy with him 
in his troubles , appreciation and esteem of his friendship to the 
British Government and hope of its endurance , and finally the bright 
prospect of compliance with his reQuest to be received under British 
protection . 

Thus on the 6th of March 1876 W. Owen Lanyon to "My Good Friend 
Montshiwa: \ 

I am grieved to learn that any of your suq j ects have been 
maltreated . I accept w'th pleasure your assurances of confidence in , 
and love you bear for the British Governmen't . I can assure you that 
Her Majesty highly esteems the friendship of the native tribes in 
South Africa , and I trust that the Barolong and the English may always 
be amicably related to each other . I have sent a copy of your letter 
to Sir Henry Barkly the Queen ' s High Commissioner . I am sending you 
a small present of a saddle and bridle which I hope you will accept 
as a token of goodwill . 

With espressions of esteem , I remain , Worthy Montshiwa , 
Your good fri~nd W. O. L. " . 

,thLC'~ ~~,U~~~v' 
14.7V ® Again on the 24th of June 1876 , Motltsniwa writes ! "Again I 

write your Honour to a CQuaiat you of fresh troubles which have occured 
in my country respecting t~e line . Landdrost Scholtz of Lichtenburg 

r S1e. 
came down to move my people by power(~) from my gardens at Rooigrond 
and Buurmansdrift . 

I am also subjected to annoyances from the chief Matlaba •••• 
He had made a raid among my people , killed my oxen and taken others ••• 
He is a Transvaal subject and used by them as a tool to provoke me to 
do something by which war may be brought about . But I still wait to 
hear what is to be done fOf me by the British Government . " 

I 
When in January 1877 the chief expressed his intention to 

visit Kimberley to discuss1hi s difficulties with the Administrator 
I 

W. Owen Lanyon , the latter immediately express~d his readiness and 
pleasure at the anticipated meeting , and when Montshiwa subsequently 
arrived , the Administrator immediately sent him a note(2nd February 
1877) "I have heard with pleasure of your arrival at Kimberley to 
see me , and I shall be glad to meet you today at' 12 0 ' clock . " 

At this meeting or shortly after it , there was an interchange 
of cordial services and presents , in recognition of which Lanyon 
wrote (6th February) My Good Friend Montshiwa: ~ 

I thak you very much 
for the very handsome kaross that you have presented to me , and which 

~~~x~~~X~~~XKX~~~x~~~U~~XW%~~x~%~ I ••••••• j 



1 . 130 boruru. mottlo ga eke ere .rob11wa a otlelwe, 
Jagof 0 tle sot1e batho, 

e 1a rons Jogof'a 0 ka tls a re tlo e1 • 

2 . Lagona 10· ne 10 1pay f pele gaga Jegof pale 
Lo 1ae 10 lebagan 1e bab ; 

e fa babe be tl t 
Lo tsenye marapo in · ellg . 

~egone pitse ga eke a s1iwa ke otho; _. I'~/ 
e f dip1tse ts bab di tla /10 leb11 , _ 

Lo 1tatlhele fa fatsbe m.tne 10 iebe korol fela . 

4. Gat e motsb1tshi go game 0 mmotl n t 

o monts! 0 tlo 0 lebabe . · 

5. Legone bo-boruru, gat e yare ntlhammo 
rams-monta! 0 EI le1 n t golele ~ -mmotl n ,. 

6. Boboruru 10 ts ny mar po di.osmeng. 

TRANSLA'tIONS . 

1. A oudd d person should not be Wilfully 1 in. 
se Jehov h will punish the off nder • 

If we tbus rr, Jehovah 11 forsake our c use. 

2.. Also you must a1w: ya place yourselv a befo·re God, 
:Before you face your en , 

d when tloJ.a enemy comes to you, 
Put bones in your fleah(i,e . Pluok up cour gel. 

Remember also th t hor:.:J6 cannot be · outrun 'by 
So when th en my' hor es (c v lr ) rush you, 
Lie flat Oil the ground nd t k aim t th m • 

. ', 

11e a 

5. Also my brother , it 1s sai4: 

a honey, 
rely .. 

The d~~ parent of a 1 rge family doce not cry 
Is "",Ile d y a par nt of a 1 family ories . 

6. brothers, put some bone in your fle h, 
Hav som backbon ,b strong, h va cour ge. 

man. 

This rep~ated dv1ce of th Chi f bee e oomically known 
wh none o£ hiamen Nk tol n ' etao by name, we wounded in the 
leg. he man . bo helped him/ said it as bee usc nadid not obey 
tb . Ohiof ' .s or era; thAt in9te d of putting the bone · inside 
his t'lesh, he expo eO. them} ti th the result th t they ore broken 
'by th cnem.v*s ohell . If. E!!_had only ob yed the Chlef, the 
sn 11 Quld onl, have Cll'l'. tbe i .1Mb an~ h:~ brok n ' : bones . , 

jCt\4 L-t.:erf"l1//4<-c.#v 4ui- 1J( ~ ISJt9L-l., .. ,,~ tJC£{ 

a-t..d 
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CHAPT 

T THm R COl BURG J!.RS 

Having forced iarthinus Pretor1us and his ta attorney ei n 
t o resi gn heir offi ces , the South Afrio n R public by the hand of 
cting reBident aniel :8r smus no i s sued a Pro clrunati orl repudiating 

the Keate ~ard on ~roun t ha t the Ex- Presid nt etori u he no 
authority to sign the de ed of sub i s10n . he burghers of the 

public were now unani mous in their Asire to find a cl ver m n to 
be their pre~i dent , one ho ' could oompetently gue their cases a d 
defend their interestu befor any Burop n oouncil • . They obta in d 
ouch a man on the ls~ July 1872 in the ev r n Thomas ancoia 
Burgers ef Hanove~ , Cape Colony _ He duly a or~ in s Pre i ent 

A-~""ak-.i)~ "/ 14- fU.<..w..C.f!J./7.I""J ItI#.elu · 
of the South 'ri cnn 1 epublic'.Qj He w full of etJergy , ide an~ 

promise . is f irst duty as to prove thi to his el ctors by 
neutr~li oing t he Keate ard and thus re oving the dominant griev nce 
of the epubl ic . His repudi tion of the A erd s exprc s ed in 
forcible and f or thri ht 1 n ge;1.n a p phl t; his ground vere 
(1) . nt of ) uthority on the part of the epublic ' signatories to the 
deed 0 s ubmiss ion . ( 2 ) a t of d oision in the d of 8ubmiosion 
its elf , and (3) i as on th p rt of one of the arbi trators nd of the 

~. final umptTe . 
A ~ "~ 

I e prosecuted some research into the histor of the ro~on ~ 

and discovered tha t there er sever 1 elana - atlou , Tchidi, .. akgetll 
)eleka. and Rapulena in th.s t order of S Diori t • a nd that th 
principal chief of the sen10r( Ratlou) c1 n a . oohete; but that for 
s ome re s on tha t individu 1 was not at th head of affairs in his 
clan . let alon other clans. bu th on tho contrary he mpl ye , 
aD a servant and shepherd by a Dutch f rmer - Field-Cornet ~chalk f 

Bur ger s sought out l.!oshete, b friended him , r~lea ed him fro hi 
indenture , and pl ced him on hie ' thr one ' in l8~2. nd g e him 
staff or sceptre a an insi i ~f klngShiP . r~hie ata f h s a large 
knob upon hich these wo~d are insoribed. irs t It lian Leg tion . 
I t is obviou 1y ju t a velie hlch Burgers picked up by chance . but 
it ~ e treasured as a hierloom in the oshet f amil y nd proudly 

'! ItA I3Wl~ 
1n~ed own to Bucce ing chiafa as SceptrtUI \II: /tr. ane1 thr~n urged 

him to cede- as the senior chief of all the "rolon 91 ns - all the 
terri tori&l ri ht of the Tolong -to t"he 'outh African cpubli c4'. 
To m ke hi c e unaSB ilable resident r gers vi ited other rolon 
chiefs of junior st~tus to iHoshote besides oth r chiefs to urge them 
t o cede their t rritorial r1 ht individually nd collectivel~ to 
t ho South Afric n epublic . On the 6th of Dace br 1872 . he thU 
obt ined cess ion ~. of territory from D vid 
chi f of the oren 0 a t ~ amusa (lato kno s , 

eit Ta ibosch t 
ch ei zer Reneke) . 

I n pril 1873 Burger vi s ite l ontshiwa who as still liVing 
a t nosh ~eng in t he country of the BangYI ketse . He tried to pr evai l 

u uon him t o r epudi a te the Kea~ e Award tid t o agree to a ne boun ary 
l i ne b0 t j C~n ni~ ~o on a d the out 4f_ic 1mb ~ 8v he-

; r 
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~~\1 ~ chiefs Mas is i and Moshete for whom he was aacti-

n~. The Ratlou party was not numerous, perhaps only 1,100 

by far the greatest numbers having remained at Morokweng~ uu-

der Yaiketso who fled with them to Monyelatsela to 
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