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Government evoked uniformly courteous expressions of sympathy with him
in his troubles, appreciation and esteem of his friendship to the
British Government and hope of its endurance, and finally the bright

prospect of compliance with his request to be received under British
protection.

7 C:) Thus on the 6th of March 1876 W. Owen Lanyon to "My Good Friend

Ad

Montshiwa:

I am grieved to learn that any of your subjects have been
maltreated. I accept with pleasure your assurances of confidence in,
and love you bear for the British Government. I can assure you that
Her NMajesty highly esteems the friendship of the native tribes in
South Africa, and I trust that the Barolong and the English may always
be amicably related to each other. I have sent a copy of your letter
to Sir Henry Barkly the Queen's High Commissioner. I am sending you

a small present of a saddle and bridle which I hope you will accept
as a token of goodwill.

With espressions of esteem, I remain, Worthy Montshiwa,
Your good friénd W.0.L." ;

fhe Chu? b Tee flmsisceshallss
Again on the 24th of June 1876, MontsHiwa writes:/"Again I

write your Honour to acquaint you of fresh troubles which have occured
in my country respecting the line. Landdrost Scholtz of Lichtenburg

sie
came down to move my people by power(3ir) from my gardens at Rooigrond
and Buurmansdrift.

I am also subjected to annoyances from the chief Matlaba....
He had made a raid among my people, killed my oxen and taken others...
He is a Transvaal subject and used by them as a tool to provoke me to
do something by which war may be brought about. But I still wait to
hear what is to be done for me by the British Government."

—

1877 When in January 1877 the chief expressed his intention to

visit Kimberley to discuss his difficulties with the Administrator
W.Owen Lanyon, the latter immediately expresséd his readiness and
pleasure at the anticipated meeting, and when Montshiwa subsequently
arrived, the Administrator immediately sent him a note(2nd February
1877) "I have heard with pleasure of your arrival at Kimberley to
see me, and I shall be glad to meet you today at 12 o'clock."

At this meeting or shortly after it, there was an interchange
of cordial services and presents, in recognition of which Lanyon
wrote (6th February) My Good Friend Montshiwa:

I thak you very much
for the very handsome kaross that you have presented to me, and which
xxzagaxzatxgaxxxuxnxxxnaxxxaxauxxxuxwxxxxnxn Lasesuned
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SOME OF CHIEF nonrsnxwa-gqunmnu EXPRESSIONS.

Bo boruru, motho ga eke ere a robilwe a otlelwe,
Jegofa O tle a sotle batho,
Mme le rona Jegofa o ka tla a re tlogela.

Legone lo ne lo ipaya fa pele gaga Jegofa pele
Lo ise lo lebagane le babaj;

iime fa baba ba tla,

Lo tsenye marapo dinameng.

Legone pitse ga eke e siiwa ke motho; ﬁdL/
Mme fa dipitse tsa baba di tla/lo lebile,
Lo itatlhele fa fatshe mme lo lebe korolo fela.

Gatwe motshitshi go gama o mmotlana,
0 montsi o tlo o lebane, il

Legone bo-boruru, gatwe yare ntlhammo
Ima-montsi o sa leleng, go lele lma-mmotlana.

Boboruru lo isenye marapo dinameng.

TRANSLATIONS.,

A wourlded person should mot be wilfully slain,
Else Jehovah will punish the offenders.
If we thus err, Jehovah will forsake our cause.

Also you must always place yourselves before God,
Before you face your enemy,

And when the enemy comes to you,

Put bones in your flesh(i.e. Pluck up courage).

Remember also that a horse cannot be outrun by e man,
So when the enmemy's horses (cavalry) rush you,
Lie flat on the ground and take aim atwthem.

It is said a small swarm of bees makes honey,
¥hile a large swarm just buzzes merely.

Also my brothers, it ie said: e
The day a parent of a large family does not cry
Is .ne day a parent of a small fgmily cries.

i

My brothers, gut some bones in your flesh,
bone, be strong, have courage.

This repeated advice of the Chief became comically known

when one of his men Nkatolane Maetso by name, was wounded in the

leg.

The man who helped him/said it was because he did not obey

the Chief's orders; that instead of putting the bones inside
his flesh, he exposed them with the result that they were broken
by the enemy's shell. If he had only obeyed the Chief, the
shell would only have cut /the flesh and not broken any bones.

/‘: ad 4/‘# :zr'ﬁ}'% 4 ek m M[ k&t‘up 74511531 LR IJ’L%
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CHAPTER IX

ENTER PRESIDENT THOMAS FRANCOIS BURGERS

Having forced Marthinus Pretorius and his sta® attorney Klein
to resign their offices, the South African Republic by the hand of
Acting President Daniel Erasmus now issued a Proclamation repudiating
the Keate Award on ground that the Ex-President Pretorius had no
authority to sign the deed of submission. The burghers of the
Republic were now unanimous in their desire to find a clever man to
be their president, one who could competently argue their ceses and
defend their interests before any European council.- They obtained
such a man on the ls% July 1872 in the Reverend Thomas Frencois
Burgers cf Hanove:., Cape Colony. H’«"%@iﬂi 3;0£2a3n as Proaident
of the South African Republi&t?uﬁ:*;a-7full 3? energy, ideas and
promise. His first duty was to prove this to his electors by
neutrelising the Keate Award and thus removing the dominant grievence
of the Republic. His repudiation of the Award was expressed in
forcible and forthright language in a pamphlet; his grounds were
(1) want of’authority on the part of the Republic's signatories to the
deed of submission, (2) Want of decision in the deed of submission
itself, and (3) Bias on the part of one of the arbitrators and of the
élnal umpn'o - s :

de prosecuted some research into the history of the Barolong,
and discovered that there were several clans - Ratlou, Tchidi, Makgetl:
Seleka, and Rapulena in that order of seniority, and that the
prinecipal chief of the senior(Ratlou) clan was Mochete; but that for
some reason that individual was not at the head of affairs in his
clan, let alone other clans, but that on the contrary he was employed
as a servant and shepherd by a Dutch farmer - Field-Cornet Schalk,
Burgers sought out Moshete, befriended him, re¢leased him from his
indenture, and placed him on his 'throne’ inq18§2. and gave him a
staff or sceptre as an insignia of kingahip.rféhia staff hes a large
knob upon which these words are inscribeds "First Italian Legation."
It is obviously just a relic which Burgers picked up by chance, but
it s treasured as a hierloom in the Moshete family and proudly
;hgagéed down to succeeding chiefs as a Sceptred (F/v ‘:zhzhcn urged
him to cede~ as the senior chief of all the Barolong clans - all the
territorisl rights of the Barolong to the South African Republiod.
To make his case unassailable President Burgers visited other Barolong
chiefs of junior status to lloshete besides other chiefs to urge them
to cede their territorial rights individually end collectively to
the South African Republic. On the 6th of December 1872, he thus
obtained cession xm of territory from David Mosweu Reit Taaibosch,
chief of the Koranas et Mamusa (late known as Schweizer Reneke).

In April 1873 Burgers visited Montshiwa who was still living
at Moshaneng in the country of the Bengwaketse. He tried tb prevail
upon him to repudiate the Keate Award and to agree to a new boundery
line betwesn his Bsrolong and the South African Republic as he-

-1 3 Bt e DT X s o
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the former scene of the illestarred acd interrrupied Fﬁench i
wis ifon mX to the Bahurutshe wnd the  merican mission teo the
huouo. Liue other strongPhiold, which was lNmilikg:.i's

soryre
ohief residence was called by the xntobolo imbont. later ky

upted by the lﬂ‘"m into xapeng, mnd by Surepesns inte Kupayln. It
, Was built 60 miles further north on « gonical hulnk at the
confluence of the Mariee and Tholwane Rivers. Auong the Bae
tewana it bears the omiuous nzue of Borwalakhutse, vhich ms
means *the crown of damnktion®s It is mow generaliy known

83 #llkas skope
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like dcwons and bulchered man, woman and child alide.
The barolong, unprepared as they were, pul up a desyerate right,
and asctually repulsed the Matevele in their first wad rush on the
souths such the ¥nobekgomo regivent under Lolshegure lawana the
Malau regiment under liokgweetsi son of Fhetlhiu lakgetls

dare e makopo, € mathulo & magoleo

Ware e ekile ya thula Jetebele

Yo tsuakena ye duba letshotelo

la ba ga sala go ja barwa Mmokelce

Thou buffaleo of thick preminent forehead asnd violent charge

Yhou bufigle that once charged &« Tebele

vade of him mince nmeat and mixed him with his excreta

#0 thal none but hardend fighters could contemplate.
But the Magalatladi regiment unde® sebotsé Montshosi particularly

leading and urging his wen
dlseingutdhed itself, sebotso himself Jsmying uRxkRSscbiten s i%xfk

inte the thickest fight and laying no les: than six of the enemy
tnnxXanixaneny dawxkefors e - NAR

low belore he «as perfopated by as many spears of the reinforecing
amy under Gobuga which effected junction with Gundwana's division
at the eritical moment snd turned the sceles against the Tshidi
Barolonge The latter now gave way and fled in disorder through the
nar. ow paseage vetween the closing horns of thavuntabozo crescente

in their invasions, the Matebele usually killed old men, old
women and figuting wen, bul captured young women young men and boys
ior incorporation in Chelr tribes On Lhis oecaSiony however, the
order was specifie = "jhunwana delends est," = Xhunwanz nust ve des=
troyedy it muet be blotted out, and not & vestige of living shing leit,
Obediently and thoroughly the comianders tried to‘oarry out this ore
der of thelr kinge Ven, woman @nd¢ child were butchered with ferocious
eruelty, and¢ when all the blood that could be spllled was spilled,
the town was committed to the flawes with all its stacks of grainm,

and the fleeing remments were pursued for several miles towards

and the south,

Améng the slain were & of Tawuna's wives = sebudio, mother of yone

tshiwa, Dlhg&n‘)ﬁﬂ.'la. mothor_gg~gg§gg!§5£2_pnd Yolema, Letshane,
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and senasnye, and his sisters EKoto und Kolonyane. TiLere pere
ished also Lekoma, and several subchiels ana the ovravest fighting
men among hundreds of Barolong cesualiics. ‘

Jiow Tawana escaped while mXX ilarly all his wiwes perished
wasg & miracles 1ihe women were Lhe 1irst w Ilnc.‘but wele
intercepted by the encireling right wing of the Matebele oresc~
ent and decimateds The chief(87 years) meade good Lis escape
while X the latebele were temporarily pushed baeck and thelr line
broken by the force of the dagalatladi counter atiackes

Tawana's people fled southward towards Memusa (uschweiger =
Reneke), but here their progress was barred by the Xoranas of G
gert Tasiboseh who fell on treir vanguard and robbed them of
the eatile they La Suvede 48 they procecded to Taung to seck
asylum uader Mahura they were attacked by a Betlhaping band
under Kenakamorwa, brother of chlef lehura, This band stole the
few rewsining cattle, and treachercusly murdered I lala, chiefl
Jawana's eldest surviving son, JWehure was proiuse with spolo=
gies for his brotherfs brigendage, but the injury had veeca 8o
great Lual destitute as they were, the sarolong could not rest
waong the Batlhapings , With even stop.ing to avail theumselves
of the planting season, they continued their journey another
fifty miles south, their objeciive being Motlhanaplise (Platberg
on the Vaul) then the abode of the seleka vranch of wue Barelo~
ngy lately under selunelo thelr gueat at riitshane 10 years pree
viouily uader similar circums tances (v.p;.) Flatberg is g flate
top.ed hill on the southern bank of the Vaal river six miles
east of Warienton. Below it the seleka Barolong had settled
. with thelr mllilonaries James Archbell and Tﬂamil Le Wogeon in
1887, fter being Los ed hither snd thither by warring tribes
gince thelr emigration from Bechusnaland at the end of the p¥0-
®eding X ¢enturys sefunelo waes now dead, and the tribe was ilzﬁi
ruled by his son Morokae To him, therefore the Tshidi Barolong

of Tawana, followed by the Ratlcu a.rologg under @Gontse
M%&’M/L

came for
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Two parties arrived at Lotihana-wa=pitises fhe first toxm are
rive was Tawana and his Tshidi Barolonge  The §htot was acew
ompanied by uis sons Montshiwa, larunulwa, selere and .emu of
the principal hpuse, that is lo 8ay?:ens of .‘ebudio, whom as
noted was slain by lhe Matebele al Fhunwanaj Yotshegare,
lWolewa and thelr sisfter Lajang by the second house of Mosela,
whem latier we also noticed as one of the latevele victims.
Tn310?2;;o saune and Ravodietso, Tawana's baby sous by the la=
86 house ol Laselera dauguber of Ling Lakaba 0% LUe Lulujgwuse®
tses Tawana's party wlso coanteined Mkhabele daughter € of
#alo o Wnone of thie Behuba ward anc widow ol :fiala who Rad
veen asdassinated by the Batlhaping of uahurae 4he had twe
clildren = gltlﬁﬁnbuﬁl'atll‘ and a boy_[Tenipinavefe Her
other son (setlogelo) had disap eared ot khunwana during the
Sack of that .own, but turned up many years after avout 1878,
warricd and childeds The Tshidi pariy oen;%ed of about
3,000 souls,
The refugecs were not long st Hotlhahu-wnpp;tso vefore ¥z
Moroka fell victim to the allurements of the youny widow

Hxhaboéi. and duly snuexed her o his seraglio, at the same ik

time adopting her childven s his very owue Thus in fé

e I tlan

time Tshipinare grandson Jei Tawana of [Tshidi becume chiéf of
: l\#'rekaios 5

the seleka clan as weewde o The second partys of

arrivals at Motlhana-mae=pitse was the Ratlou clan = of highest
renk in the Barolong tribe, They were under Gonitse who wgs
accouwpanied by Lis sous shope, Fhol and Mutly, and his strong

e
advisors. - Letsapa and “eepo as wel. as his wards aud fwture

ﬂiﬂﬁp&jazé;;ﬁ chiefs Masisi and ioshete for whom he was gacti-

i
ng .«

by far the greatest numbers having remained at Morokwengy un-

The Ratlou party was not numerous, perhaps only 1,500

der Maiketso who fled with them to Monyelatsela to



escupe tue Malebeles

The setilement at Flaatberg was not very happily iig;ﬁ?ﬁ
"from iho point of view of water lupply‘and grazings. e
‘painfall also was not avundont, and Wie terrain is siony wod
somewhat Darren. These considerations had mude the missioe=
naries and the chiefs think of {inding another and morem sue
itable place for settlement. Now when the population of Ple
aatbery was suddenly increased Lrom 0,000 o about 15,000
by the arrival of tue refuge.s, the wallier becacve urgelts

It was known that large tracis of uioecupied lund ¥ lay

along the sources of lModder, Caledon and %tiet Rivers towards
uasutolind and Lt was decided %o explore the possibilithes of
a setilement there. '
At the beginning of May 1633, and impressive expedftion
set out for this purpose. it oonsiéttd of 1l wagons and see=
veral armed horsemen under the direction of the Fethodist mik
mis. lonaries Jumes .rehbell gnd John Hii&ld!.vulntltld by cne
lei Moroka's counsellors Motlhwure and Jacob Hgakantsim and
also some Griquas of Barend Barends; Korunas of Jan Kapein

and New Zealunders of rilet Bautjes (Jemdwardss 8¢ yearssl of
Misslon Life in south Africa)e Tavwuna also sent some % of
his men under Lotshegare and Mokgweuisie The expedithoun
foliowed the course of the Mod.er River castwards, traversing ;‘
& country inhavited by Bushwen and tesming wiih al. manner '
of wild animals and gauey, while the rivers svounded in hop=
Ppopotani, rhinos aad crocodiles. After 10 days travelding tl
the expedition ceme "0 the 1and they had in view snd suece=
ssful negotiations were Ccnle/cd with the Basuto chief
Moshoeshoe vesting in the mtnwlona:iol on behalf of thef fe-
leka barolong the land that -Q::;ou as Thebs Neho a large

Plece of land lying to ihe west of the Culedou,

on the return of the ex.editiou o Mollhana=wa~=pitse, chiel



Moroka in eonsultation with his~ missionaries onéd counsellorve
fmmediately appointed a day ef emigration $0 Thaba Weohe, and
80 on a night early in December 1637, the tewn erier announe~
ed the hour in the succeeding duy or two when Meotlhana-wa=pite
80 must be evacu ated, and all muat take the road to the new
homey
And so it cume to pass, the chiefs Moroka, Gmmtse aud
Tewans travelled in & wagon drawn by sixteen fat oxen. Jn
' another wagon travelled their queenss The princes, among the
eu Montshiva ware on horseback, snd assisted in keeping the pg=
pulace in order and protecting them and thelr belongings fromk
She accidents of the road and the molestation of the surround-
ingx lbh-on and beasts of preys At places of rest, whem the
draught animals were loosed from the yokes and turmed off for
grazing and watering, they heliped the men to losk after them,
and combinedtjis duty with hunting along the Medder Rives#; a
sport in which they found their grique fello=travellers mastems;
both as markspen and in general veld lore. ( | é?
After a week or 8o of steady progress, the ntmﬁm Baro~

long, Griquas, Korcnas and New jealaders and missionaries rea-
ched Ihaba Nohe Lowards the end of Decembers It was & day ne-
vor to forgot as company after company, wagon .ﬂqr wagon,
horseuwan aiter hnorseman and one pedestrian aiter another, all
gethered in a V pluin while—Thab Heheo nilliowered loftily and
PEOLOCHIugly GUOVE ol On—the Maste i
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1l. le

i fbe R el futt: Yot leflly o prodoslingley aboet biows ol Sadl:
formed by two streamlets converging on the nnt)and the Rev, Jo
srchbell after reading a scripture les.or and invoking God's
blessing on the ilmmigrants and their new setilementy saug a hye
wn in which all Jétnod lustily aud ior the iirat Gime since their
creation the bilis and the plalns of Theba leuo re~echoed with
praise to Gode
in secordance wilh custom the ;qo,lo were allooatchbutldtng

sites in keeping with their lineal descents loroka and the sele
eku clan building on the south side, while the Ratlou clan (Gont~
#e), and the Tshidi clan (Tswana) built on tlhe norihewest,
Thaba BQho s0jouri,

Tawana and his pe.ple were destined Lo spyent 8 years in lhuba <«
Hchoge Aurtng thisftime, lontshiwa as & chief's son had eccess to
the remotest recesses of SBecwana com unal lifees He attended Lhe
secret sessions of the tribal councils, wgs present at iaterviews
with dlsfinguishe® visitors, and in that way eut”nnne elemerntsry
knowledge of men and thelr affairs, Rev, James Archbell, lorokae
's allatonar;na was o kindly man who often visited Moroka and Tawe
ana at toeir homes and tridd to interesi Lhew in spiritual mgtiers,
With Tawana's sonse ﬂodtﬂhtwn. Motshegare and Molcma he lived on
terms of great friendship and muny informal conversations with
them had the ef eet of conveying to their minds whe ldea of wiings

eternal, and if they did not all publicly accept the missionary's
faith, the density of derines: in thd minds was definitely lessendd,

and it was remarkable how, throughout hi. life Montshiwa's convere

sation was interspersed with apt and intelligent guatations from
the Bible and references L0 the greatnes:s and goodniss ol Gods
Kontnhtua had sn aelive mind and inquisitive natures From
his esrliest years, he was anxious to soquire kiowledge about all
kinds of thingse iis interest nad gxp-cﬁlally been agwakend by
white people who had slways something atr%‘ée to tell., He there=

fore never let slip the opportunity of attendling meetings adares.e

ed by suropean visitors (o inaba Nehos In that way Lo wet br
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