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•  CADETS
•  CALL-UP
•  CAMPS
•  CAREER/STUDY INTERRUPTION
•  PERSONAL RELATIONS

‘=©§1



ECC- WORKING FOR JUSTICE
The army invades the life 

of all South Africans

T he arm y invades the lives o f all South  A fricans. W hite South 
A fricans o f all ages are  directly  affected. 

C ade t tra in ing  a t schools p repares youth  fo r arm y service. 

All w hite m en are  eligible fo r conscription. A t p resen t all con
scripts ren d er the following service:

National Service:
A n initial period  of 2 years continuous serv ice, fo llo w ea jP 7 2 0  
days over the next 12 years, in 6 tw o-year cycles o f 120 days in 
each cycle. N ot m ore than 90 days can be done in any one year.

Active Citizen Force Reserve:

for the next five years.

Commando Service:
until th e  age o f 60, can be called up fo r regional duty  fo r 12 days 
a year. 

T his affects all w hite South A fricans and their fam ilies. It 
affects you! W e call for an end  to  conscription.

arm y has invaded the tow nships

1961 - Sharpeville 
1976 - Sow eto
1980 - T h e  Schools B oycotts
1984 - Sebokeng

Port E lizabeth  
G raham stow n 
Sow eto

1985 - C rossroads
U itenhage
A lexandra
T em bisa
V osloorus

E very  tim e th e  arm y invades th e  tow nsh ip , every tim e th e  arm y “sup 
p o rts"  th e  S A P  in quelling  u n rest - the  fact of civil w ar is b rough t hom e 
to  us

T h e  E C C  believes th a t the  best w ay to  ensure  peace is to  w ork  fo r Ju s
tice. A s long as th e re  is ap a rth e id , peop le  will p ro test against it, and 
th e  arm y will be used  to  suppress th e  p ro test.

T h e  E C C  calls fo r an en d  to  conscrip tion  because we believe th a t in a 
^ ^ i l  w ar o u r young  m en canno t be fo rced  to  fight against each o ther.

AND PEACE

End conscription campaign
The E nd  C onscrip tion  C am paign unites a range o f church , w om ens’, 
student and  hum an rights g roups against m ilitarisation  and  conscrip 
tion in o u r society.

We call for an end to  conscrip tion  because we believe:

•  C onscrip tion  intensifies th e  v io lent conflict in o u r society.

Conflict can  only be resolved  by d ism antling  th e  ap arth e id  system  and 
recognising all South A fricans as full citizens.

•  C onscrip tion  prolongs the  w ar in N am ib ia. S outh  A frica ’s occupa
tion o f  N am ibia is illegal in te rm s o f  in te rn a tio n a l law. T h e  C atho lic  
and A nglican b ishops, the  N am ibian  C ouncil o f  C hurches and m any 
o th er church  and hum an rights g roups have called for th e  w ithdraw al 
of S outh  A frican  tro o p s and  im m ediate  elections supervised  by the  
U nited  N ations so th a t th e  peop le  o f N am ib ia  can derm ine th e ir  own 
fu tu re. Forcing  th e  p eop le  to  fight in N am ib ia will slow dow n this p ro 
cess.

•  C onscrip tion  v io lates a  hum an  right - the  right o f any individual to 
refuse in conscience to  ren d e r m ilitary service an d  be g ran ted  instead  
a non-m ilitary  a lternative . P resen t conscrip tion  does no t recognise th is 
rg h t .  T h e  D efence A m endm en t A ct o f 1983 im posed a harsh  and 
f unitive six y ear prison sen tence  on  all conscien tious o b jec to rs  w ho 
£ re no t relig ious pacifists.

4 1 C onscrip tion  conditions South A fricans to  accept the  grow ing 
n ilita risa tio n  o f o u r society - ever h igher defence budgets a t the  
expense o f  b e tte r  housing , equal educa tio n , less poverty ; the  in trusion  
c f th e  m ilitary in to  all areas o f life , even  to  the  h ighest levels o f  political 
decision m aking; d estab ilisa tion , raids in to  neighbouring  countries; 
arm y involvem ent in rese ttlem en t. In sh o rt, m ilitary so lu tions to  po lit
ical problem s.



TOWARDS A JU ST PEACE IN OUR LAND 

A Declaration fro End C o n s c r i p t i o n

We live in an unjust society w here basic human rights are denied 
fro the m ajority  o f the people

IVe live in an unequal society where the land and wealfrh are 
owned by the m inority.

IVe live in a society in a state o f civil war, where brother is 
called on to fight brother.

We call for an en d  to conscription

You no men are  conscripted to maintain the illegal occupation of 
Namibia, and to wage unjust war against foreign countries.

Voung men ane conscripted to assist in the implementation and 
defence of apartheid policies.

Young men uuho refuse to *erv e  are  faced with the choice o f  a 
life of exile o r a possible s ir  years m prison

We call fo r  an end to conscription

We believe -fhafr the financial cost of t l*  war increases the poverty o f ^  
our country, and that money should rather be used in the interests of peace.

We helieve that the extension of conscription to coloured and indian 
citizens will increase conflict and fu rth e r divide ou r country.

WE BEUEVE THAT IT IS T H E  M O R A L  RIG H T O F S O U T H  
A F R IC A N S  TO  E X E R C IS E  F R E E D O M  O F C O N S C IE N C E  
A N D  TO  CH O O SE NOT TO  S E R V E  IN T H E  S A D F .

WE CALL FOR AN END TO CONSCRIPTION

WE CALL FDR A JUST PEACE IN OUR UNO



DID YOU KNOW?
•  In 1984, 1 596 conscriptees did no t report to  the S A D F, and 
in 1985 the figure rose to  a staggering 7 589?
•  C adets are not com pulsory?
•  A R M SC O R  is the third biggest industry in South A frica?
•  In the second half of 1984 there w ere 67 attem pted  suicides 
in the SA D F (and this is M alan’s figure)?
•  A ccording to Professor G reen  of the U nited  N a t io ^ ^ i  
1982 850 m ilitary personnel in N am ibia died. If 60% of these 
were white South A fricnas, then betw een 1975 and 1983 there 
w ere 2 000 to 2 500 deaths. As a p roportion  of the w hite South 
African population , this am ounts to  3 tim es the num ber of 
A m erican lives lost in V ietnam .
•  In 1984, 34 393 people served in the SA D F?
9  There is a m aximum penalty  of 6 years for not rendering  ser
vice to  the SA D F?
• M a la n  says tha t there  is an increase in the num ber o f suicide 
attem pts am ong the new intake o f national servicem en?

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE?

PHONE: B E N IT A  at 728 1211 (day)
C L A R E  at 648 9282 (night) o r 238405 (day) 

O R
WRITE TO: E N D  C O N S C R IPT IO N  C O M M IT T E E

PO  Box 
Yeoville
2198
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