
Kr ahai~, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
MY Firat duty aa it ia my grea 

est easure, is to thartk the Synod iliaaionary Committee for the 
grae honour they have conferred upon me in invi t1ng me to ;. 
&ddl'eaa th1s meeting toni_;ht . 

'l'be ll1·,s1cnaey meeting l: consi~r as 
the pith and essence of. The Church, the Qhiet organ ot~xp re
ion of its endeavour,namely llissionar;y enterprise. I~ consider 

it the most important meeting of the synod. 

I have been very muoh at a loss tor 
a fitting subject of address for suCh a mee\ing aa this, and it is 

with no small &mount or diffidence and uncertainty that I have 
finally ventured to address you on RACE ~LATIONS 1nSouth Africa 
Consideeed in the Light Of Th$ Moral W.w and the Christian Ideal, 

The foremost political problem of Sopth Africa and of the 
world in general today is to tind a 1ay whereby the different rD.cee 
m&1 live side by side in peace h· rmony and goodwill . This solution 
Of thiS proble~ rP8tS primarily oith politicianS beCAUSe it iS 

a political uestion, and it might &)pear to some that the cueastio 
is firat and last a political one, and th t therefore it is 
exclusivelJ the duty~f politicians and statesmen to find a so
lution fo . · 1t. But the solution of a Question whichxtn deals 
with men and society must no~essar111 involve such ualities QA 
"ua=,- ~ _uity

1
and Bemevolo.noe, Honour,hones .. ~ , and it thef'efolt 

1nv spiritUal valueD and Jnoral issueltttherefore direct 
touches and dhallenses that body., the Chl1l ch• :ith which 1e 
naturally associate the h1gnest conceptions of Humanity and 

Uoral1ty. 
S Gt G A TIO. 

There is toe among some sections of the population of 
South •tr1c~ IllUCh ic uiet anci istruat, s· ethin- discontent, 

SUS)iCiOn and fear ~ega~ing n t the future h¢1 S , in store. 
Among the Indian population , the e are protests and deputa
t&ons against the Ant1•Asi tic Bill, and th Class Areas Bill 
measures whose aim is compulsory segreg tion of the Indians. 

T.he Government is accused• rightly or r ngly of perfidy and 
deliberate violatio~of its promises and word of honour. 

On the fr1oan side alst), there are mass meeti%1BS and loud protests 
particularly aga1st the contemplated measure of ogre tion of 
Hatives. ' 

To many Atr1cana, this proJ otec measu e is a posit*ve 
night mare • 

Now, Africans, and we may sure Indians also, do 
not fear or 1slike Segregation as such. In tact , the majority ~ 
ot them would readily welcome it if there was an aasurance of 
ta1r dealing,.equality of opportunity,and Justice in the appli-
cation of the measure. But such assurance is, under the,Me~~sti~ 
conditions 1mpoas1ble to expect. One ot the t,·1o raoea~monbpoly 

of po i olut.ely and it i most nbik ly that it 1ill ila1ve 
an 1 1ota or i ~1ght real o. imagined , or sacrifice a JO ~ 
ot its 1nt re wt8 in a settle ment which in reality demands 



a 1 orifice of interests on ach side 
e have no doubt th t the necessity for Segregation has 

arisen ~romthe need o4 the desire for Racial harmony. the attempt to meet 
'that .need ia ~ommendable. But Harmony re must remember presupposes k.i.berty 

and also , .uality-two terrible words .1hich seem always to crop up 
in the considerati n of racial and class uestions, na seem to~~~1o 
indicate sentiment and passion. The principle of ·~, ,uality to0f1~"" .. At is 

an expression of oralit3 nd Justice. XX Absolute harmony can exist Only 
where there is absolute justice and mutual confidence~~ absolute Justice 
is only possible between e<uals. If ~ese fundamental f cts ~ewe recog

nise in parliarmentary debates and parliamentary laws, even Segregation 
be shorn of its terrors, it might then , perhaps make for Harmon,

inter-racial peace and progress. 
But logicall.y, Segregat ·on in any form is really a s 

retrogressive step.and as such can at best be but a t mporary xpedlent. 
Humamity moves fo ~ard or imprtves by association,not separation; by 
aggregation, and not by s egregation, and if this is not yet the timt, t 
surely the day will come, when the Black and The r.hite races will gl dly 
meve t wa de each othe ' • 

· Fur· her I must confess~ to total inability to ap -
.~.•eciate the applicability of the term segregation to South African cona-

itions whiCh are such that the African and the European are inter-depend
an&, and cannot by any concei rable means be separated the obe from the 
other, except ofoourae in the Union Parliarment.Thorough-going segre
gation, either geographically or economicllly is _uite impossible. and 
what is attempted is bound to be be some half-hearted measure, worse 
than useless. But thus tar for this. 

The Prime minister's scheme is as you kno ·, three- fold. It comprio o 
( i) Poll tical Segregation 1h rebJ the e 1ill be instituted a Native Parli · 
ment,~e-ealled-quite distinct !rom the Union Parliarment but having no legi~ 
alative po~ers,ana subs rvient te the Union Parli rment, which will legio 
late fer the Natives aad tax t1em s hereterere, without their being eithe 

directly or e!feciently represented in it. 
(ii) The scheme conprises Industl/'1 1 Segreg tion , attempted alre a.y in 

the Co!our B~r Bill. 
(ili)~inally th scheme co ~risea Territerial Segregation already part· 
int~duced in The Natives LandsAat 1913 with the hardships so ill knoin 
te mos 

Segregation on thebasis of Juat1ce J;L1sht pro"e the b~t selution 
of racial difficulties •.. e are t.eld by its propheta that ach race ·ill be 
able to pursue its ideals, and follow ita traditions, conserve ite inot

tuti na, p aerve its race purity, and develop alona its o1n lines, unhamp-
d by the other race. -

Segregation te be a success ne&de te be complete. It must be ve 
verY atric~lv just.and e~ual.It muat be se~gation in truth, Not Discri-

1n ~~ n. O~u~lse those 11ne oms about developing along n tural lin· 
are. in relati v•fE1can• mere words • 

• e have a god exampl~ of Se~r!g&tion,bas on Equality in 
theOold Testament" And Abraha said unte ~tlet there be no strife, I pr,,., i 

e, b tfeen me and Thee and between t~ headmen and ay herdmen, t r e b 
bretheren.Is not the whole 1~ befQre thee? Sep~ate thyself I pres the 
ro ae. rf thou ill take th left habd, .then I 111 ~o to the right; er it 
thou dep rt to the right hand, then I will go te ~e lett. 

In that· classical exarnpl we have a free ahoic , a true and 
just territorial S gregation, as aga1st the polibicat,s•cial·,1ndustri 1 
anu territorial dt c iminat on propos q by the Uni n a premier 



I 
.. 

so ·bly au ported , 1ot onl~ by his part , nut also y: sev ~ 1 
·hly placea ndi idu: ls. Because of is h.or -sighted.ness, or bldme1 • 
incerit ,thexas«aaheme of seg ·egation is fordoomed te fallure.It .ill 
caue issatis 'action and a~rife in the 'ala place of.~~ and 

r and suspicion instead of goodwilll and confidence.~e&ay~or he or~ 
of the AfrlcanPf worker• for strike,of . the foun ation of an ind~ eno 

can chuth, ~elf-deteluinat1on, and there a re cries of Af lea for the 
c ns. 

It is stated t~t this ~ne aided segregation haa been evolved n 
f selt-preservati&n, tea protect the white man, his o r r-spring and 

is lnatitutions against the inreads of African barbarism, and te ecure 
from rivalry and economic compet.1t1on. Pretec LiGn is praisewgrthy, but 

ah uld be extend ~ txaa all members of the cemmunity. The African h • 
te as good a claa t.o pretect1c>n, and failure t• afferd hill that protect 

ill be an offence against t.b.e laws of pregresaive hWianl ty, and ef 
ity.Self-prrservation is the law G.f the jungle,by which I conceive 

many weaker but innocent an1mala sUffer/ from the stronger.Wherever it 
s sr&J the everlastin and ever present uestion ia-"Can I kilttfiee, or 
nat thou kil me oz" ·· 

Self-prese vat on is one of the most pew rful motives in lO\'fer 
ture ~hich in man 1s, or shoul~ ~ tempered by~ ason,jucme .t , ense 
ri8ht acl4 a spiri t of sacrifiee. ,;:n Ch 'dtia. l ife this prl.mitive , 
-preservatiob snould be superseded by the great e ap1ritualla·-; f 
e, and s~xrlfioe. 

It is f~ndly aasum d tat t ere is a polar1t3, continuou 
ssary battle bet..,een the interests of the bl~ck nd the vhite races 

t ·or t~e Eur,peans to liv~, th~ fricans mu t it· dJe,•1ce vera , 
, surely is ... very narrow Yle'r of life. Can re t conco1v / .tld opn,c 1v 
treaL the human race as on~ f~ily, as an unity, and as a living 
whose several parts ~n ~rgans are mutuall depend nt and c operate 
common good~ I 

Ue are a tare th t an 1nJu~· to any ingle par or group 
a of a l1vln~ organism di~1n1$hea th~ 'ffecienoy of all the other p 

of the organism as a whole .• Si~ir.rly, t~e injury to an )er class or 
e 1s self injury, and ;ill ae suro~ diminish the efficiency of one' 
class or race.Th1s is the la~//of _.ature and it the law of Inva ri· ble 
nce.L1fe is on , and its p~ose is one. There are no antagonistic 1~ 

or warring factors 1n 1·t o-.1- i'ts purpose.The Natural and moral la 
ins that each individual 0r rave furt era 1ts interests by serving the 

ty at large.Each one r.ewlis~s himself 1ri the pro or wion as he loses 
elt.It is thelaw of asaoct~tion ~i~ e1ualit r and j stice.It is the lc 
o~p rate action.Whatsoeve~ pro~pte• th&oo ual1t1es also promotes pro 

conversely ,ua whatsoeV'er ' pl'i!cltides the.se r uallitlea, also predl<le 
, and ultiaatel engangera rettogress1on. ( 

the ~ re in rea 1~y only two w_, of finally settli · aifferences 
en p~oples, the one is by comp1et.~ extermination of the "'Weaker, alld t 
r 1 s b co pl t.e !l.gl'eement &fld ha~ony • 

Th 1 of B-Ul!l tn progre is not it plj the t. rans er. nee or the 1 
tnbl and animal evolution t~& th~ human sphere. In "t.he one case t 18 

s self-a a rtion. It 1s Qont~nUUlr.- I for llyself ,Life exists f_,_c......_"'_ 
1s brief period i o Ky pxe u~ and Ky ease,Giv e Ky r1gn~a; 
clear or way, I 1ant, ana l will have. In the oth r caae~sel 
.In the pl ce of t-he hubalxdUlillxK:lUuxld pri 1tiv 1 _, of o.JU "V

f the f1tt s 
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1val of the Fittest , the Mor~l Law ordains the fitt 
· aa poaaible~-,~.~hN~.~~~~~~ft---~ 

al""d ideal1stlc gro>vth. and this leads me to my last 
~~~ namely The Christian ~:;thical I~eal. The mnst
~ morality and religion h:·v·-- ins stnd on un ver
lit.y of spirit and love as the s.ecret spring of 
~~:e<inoa'hJ.eaua- Chri-a._em~~~· ·eo.~.ue----'l~~~:UOO.l..----1 
\&n, or the unity of human nature , and t ught un1v-
al. associat'on and equality. of m~n with.man.Chria 

~~.---conce~ human ooo1ety as a op~tual org~n!rrm 
L th t each individual attains his hi~hcst developm 
. a.s he 1dent1f1eJl .himself wi.th. h1a frllOI'IS~~ 
.nc1ple depftnda upon the spiritual 1d8nt1ty of man 
t and man, and of ann and God, 

.__ · I t 1 s the I"e fo-re- "'nl"rrt-clt+l-N--.sr-,-----t~+"\~_,.,.,.-.;...,...,.,H'"--*rtr--11 

)y lty to tkeourselves , -and t~e God in us, to 
:'-'lnsccnc) the mn.n· barrier• of c in , :>..n. race moot o 
:-e of our r.to.ldng, o.nd to ral1se our 1o(}al in pract-
11 life. 

There a_~ pee .Jle 'Hho A:re apt to pooh p .. oh 
r rer~~~ence to 1deala and idea 1sm.But ideals cannot 
1gnored;thry are found~d on re~lity.It is ideals 

II--- have olways Inspired reformero and l"n.ders or 
. ~orld, urging them on and on to lofty attainments 

, . . 
de&ls must not , theref$re be regarded as languid 
dreams, or mere mat tere t.or:" ao the :~ io co~teaplat1on, 

..... o-f- r- alisn:t=· . · • · , 
contrary, th11y are an expres ion ofa h_igher .ar r trt 
t ~tation of the Unlv~rs. and embod as 1r1tual 
all ty beh tnd the materri 1 realism :Th1ch men spent 

· .8m ·elves. 1n by d.ireat1ng th~1r t alent and energf ale 
·lt·atl'ek1R8 obarvu· u.. _ 
Llt is The tt1 tuc of th :hurchaa re ~ s the p,robl 
1 and d1fficult1 s aria1n _ _. from t contact of rae s 
T !"r on~ or neut;rall 'ty -ana- In . er,.nce. so , t ,.n 
'Y subJect has been ill-chosen. or is att1tud~ of tl 
!burch Q.ru! Q.!_ partisanship'( SO th~n the ;hw:h M, X 

s untrue· to its .rust. 
I am happy to say thrt I deriv~ enc >~agement fro 

T 41f'-a-c t,_ tba t Oltr1 s t 1 an , __ •J , 

rr the ·' rld are nore and more ensGr.gine: in a free an 
nrt al g_j._soussions of ch b e, · ,, h a e·.·r 

1e1r adJustment.Ihad the plealure. of attend1~pne 
1uoh 1nterna.t onal conferenc in Glas ow in ~9'"~~. anc 



. ~~ 
discussed were .exactly of this orde 

U..IlQ._JlUUDPUJUi AUUrance l n the .!.E&t.. >U..o.J......._ ............ _c'~~ 
th~s very hal l, the Dutch Reformed Church conven~c 
a conrerenc or Africans and Europeans in 192~ to 
dieeuse sm questiorr~~~~~~-+n+~+.w~-+~~+T---t 

Christian spi ri t . 
The a 11cation or the Christ--=~=~~'-=---··--1 

problems of race throws a new liET)l.t-a spirit,ual · 
l i ght on theait enlarges the outlook, and sivea 

•--~:u . M1El t. Ne r ft.Mlel Ofr ef -ttf'l-fi)----Y-Ilt-Hi~l-----4-f'W'-A+'r----1 
. ._ Finally , let me remind you that moral ai 

eligious reforms originate 1n a small ·,•1 not fl 
naffons, 15il"t rrom lnc1tv1duals- a.ffii smal l roupo, r..n 
thenc spread outna d e 'in ever- increRBing circles, · 

continents ana infl~.~~~au~~~~ll---~ 

race relationships are not determined only by paxt 
politicians and par liarments.iut the nature and sp 

---,4L--~----....+-!'t-+:--1 onships may ~xtrtv ori e: innt-e- +n--,----1 

indivlvidu·l,one societ y , one Church • 
._ ________ ...;.;.:Mr _9ha i r man , Lad i e s and Gentlemen I t hank _ 

you. 

• 
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