. Public meeting cinvened kn Cape Town towards the end of Sepetember 1884

in connection with echuanaland and Mongshiwa's affalrs were attended

by immense and enthlisistic crowds irom all walks of life, the parliarm

entarian, the professional man, the municip:1 employee, the artisan,

.the tradesmany the labourer were unaninous in demanding the intervent-
.tion of Her Mgjesty&s Government in Bechuanaland for the maintenance of

Jan.

the trade route to the interior and the preservation of the Sechuana
tribes to whom promises of Imperial protection had been given, The Boer
ax attack on Montshiwa and the sonsequent annexation of hils country

in violation of the declared British protectorate was characterised as
an insult to the British crown,

These meetings were sald to be the largest and the most important
held in Cape Town since 1849 é6n the occasion of protests against the
Yape being made a penal settlement ,

From the famous Cape Town meeting at the Exchange Hall ( September
24th), simllar meeting mmar sprang up all over the country at Steglen-
bosch, Port Ellzabeth, Grahamstown and other places in South Africa,
and at London, in all which the feeling was mimilar, and the tone un-
animous in approbation of John Mackenzie's policy, Mackenzie was vindi
cated, He was triumphant, But fundamentally, equally so could have
been Rhodes, and even Sir “ercules Robinson, It was their combined
efforts and failures, ¥ it was their disunity that had Eraxghkxakmwk
ultimately brought about this crisis,

Sir Charles Warren was appointed on the 15th of fctober 1884
by Earl Derby as Special Commissioner for Bechuanaland " to remove the
filibusters, to pacificate the country, to re-instate the natives in
thelr land and to take such measures as are necessary to prevent fur-
ther depredathons;andﬁ finally,to hold the country until 1ts further
destlnation is known,

Warren was 44 years of age at this time, With his staff he left
England on the 1l4th of November and arrived at cape Town dn the 4th of
December amidst memorable scenes of great rejoicing, Amongst the pers-
nel of his staff were some men who were later to make history and
reach the topmost rungs of the national ladder of fame, Such were
Ifeut=-Gen ¢ later Major-Gen Sir)H,G.,White;Iieut (laterField Marshal))/
Lord )E,H.H,Allenby;Col, the Hon (later Filed Marshal Lord Paul Methuen
sf€mmy Col,(later Maj=Gen Sir)Fred Carrington and several others.

The main streets were decorated as for royalty, and the Spesial Comm=-
issioner was inundated wbth loyal addresses of welcome from various
public bodies, His force of 4,000 men consisted of regulars and volun-
teers, some of whomd latter had been selected and enlisted in England
while others were raised in the Cape Colony and the Diamond PFiglds,
finally bringing the strength to 5,000, including a contingent of 500
Africans and Cape Coloureds for pionmer work, as well as to guard the
baggage, draught animals and supplies, The raising of this corps was
viewed with great disfavour Bpmaryxzmimkskx and adversely criticised
by many Colonists, and later made a charge against Charles Warren, The
High Commissioner made a frantic attempt to dissuade Warren from meet-
ing Mackenzie or getting any advice from him, while at the same time
folsying Rhédes on him, When Warren reached Barkly West, however,he
called up ™ackenzie by wire, as he considered xkamx "his presence there
of great importance ,"

On the 24th of January 1885, Warren accompanied b% Rhodes and Macke-
enzie and an escort of 200 horsemen met President Aruger by appoint-
ment at Fourteen Streams, The fresident was accompanied by his State
Attorney Dr Lleyds and others, He had just returned from Rooigrond to
warn the Goshenites to stop hostilities against Montshiwa, and to tell
them that the South African “epublic was not in position to assist
them 1fthey showed any armed resistance to Warren, He assured “arren
that order was restored in “echuanalnd, and tried to persuvade him bo
return, One of the results of thelkimkmrxkaw two days' interview wasg xk
that Warren nominated Capt,C,R,Conder R,E, while Kruger nominated ¥p
T.N,de Villiers to define and beacon off the Western hmrimrxafxkke
tpansvaal boundary in accordance with the terms of the fondon Conv-
ention, the commlissioners commenced their work at Christlana and pro=-
ceeded northwards to Ramatlabama beyond the MolopoRiver, DBesides some
dispute between them at Khunwana and Lotlhakane which was decided by
a referee, their work went on apace, and was completed by August to
the satisfaction of the contarcting partles,

From Fourteen Streams the ggecial Commissloger wemt to Phokwane
andhggd an ingerview with the Chlef Botlhasitse Casebone with whom
he crossed swords a few years before. X




: . : his friend

On the following day, Warren met/thejfChief Mankurwane on his way to
see him at Barkly West; later he also met the Koranna Chief Mossow, To
all of them he promised a speedy settlement of thelr tertitorial boun-
daries, and a return to order and peace,

Warren arrived next at Vryburg on the 7th of February and spent thr=
ee weeks there attempting to unravel the tangled skein of Stellaland
affairs, During this time , he and lhodes had several quarrels owing
to their differenfl assessment and f%erpretation of fundamental rights
and freedoms, Warren's specific orders wére "tq remove the filibustqz;:

and re-instate the =k natives in their lands,"(Rhodés on the other
hand had made promises mRxIamdxgrankx to the "“tellaland volunteers or;-

filibusters of those very lands carved from Mankurwane's cﬁuntry e
growlng differences between the two men at last compelled “arren to
complain to the High Commissioner that the presence of Rhodes was"pre=
judicial to the peace of the district and the success of the expedltio
and he insisted upon his recall,

Leaving his force at Vryburg on the 26th of February to follow him
up, Charles Warren with a detatclment of Cavalry bivuacked at Setlagol
onAf the 28th, reached Modimola (Saane's post) on the 10th of March =z

March: and arrived at Mafikeng on the same day. The Chief Montshiwa was am
away from home on a2 visit to the Ngwaketse Chief CGaseitsiwe at “anye,
and was at once sent for., Meantime Warren was received by his son Keba
lepile, who went with a large body of men to meet the Special Commiss
ioner many miles away from Mafikeng, As the excited and ever=growing
concourse approached the town, the various sections of the populace
almost seemed to vie with each other in their loud acclamations and
the tumultuous ardour with which they welcomed the Queends represent-
ative, Thein diliverance had come at last, and their Joy was untra-
melled,

On Warren's arrival at Mafeking, the Goshenites disagpeard fro
zRooigond, and evenmthose working their acquired lands abandoned them
"and fled into the “ransvaal,

%0n Saturday the l4th of March, Werren and his staff, escorted by a ix
flarge company of his troops proceeded to Roolgrond to find the grave
of Christeppher Bethell and examine his body relative to the circums-
tances of his death on the 31lst of July 1884, Having had the body dis
4 and identified, Warren zsmm had it removed to Maftkeng for

| “re-burial among the Barolong feg~” whom Bethell had given his young life

#The body was place on a gun-carriage covered with a Union_Jdack,

[ 4 Returned from Xanye, the Chief Montshiwa and nearly all his peop=

" le were present at the Imposing military funeral accorded Bethell, Tk

The solemnity of the religious ceremony conducted by the Rev John

mackenzie, and the powerful address which he delivered with feeling,

the lowering of the coffin by six royal hedadmen of The Barolong, the

« synchronous dlscharge of 200 Lee-medfords fired by a party of as many
" Inniskilling Dragoons, the shrill and eerie notes of the bugle as it

i sounded the "last post", the handfuls of earth solemnly thrown into
‘e the white grave by hundreds of black hands as their owners bowed and
: slowly passed on, all these were clrcumstances calculated to lnspire
awe and leave an indelible Impression upon the minds of the hundreds
of the Barolong assembled at the graveside, while to the more serious
minded and reflecting,the ceremony was symbadlic of the end of filibu-
stering and warfare, and had a deep significance of our common humani
ty beneath our different colours, and the spiritual values of duty
and sacrifice, as well as the mysterles of 1life and death, judgment
and eternlity., Subsequently a marble stone with the following epitaph
was erected oz;Bethe%}'s grave ¢
e R -7 In Memory of g
‘ CHRISTOPHER BETHELL
(of Rise, Yorkshire,England)
Who lost his 1ife while performing
Military duty to Her Brittanic Majesty
In defence of the DBarolong Nation
July 31st 1884 : Aged 29 Years.

X

The resounding success of the Warren Expedition seemed to supply

fuel to the High Commissioner's antagonism to Warren, Under the zimx
sinister influence and the Bond, he tried all he could to dilscredit him
. with the Colonlal Office to emcompass his recall or reasignation and hime-

% self superseding him, Instead, however, the High Commissioner received
%.ggntle remindér that "Sir Charles Warren's appointement 1is civil endl
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s Leawing his force at Vryburg on the 26th of February to follow him up,
' Charles "arren with a detatchment of cavalry bivuacked at Setlagole pn
the 28th, reached Modimola on the 10th of March and arrived at Mafiken
%V”dL on the same day , The Chief Montshiwa was away from home on a visit to
the Bangwaketse mkk king Gaseltsiwe at Kanye, and was at once sent for
;E’E peantime Warren was received by his son Kebalepile, who went with a
/od, large body of men to meet the Speclal Commiksioner many miles away Rxm
from Mafikeng. As the excited and ever-growing concourse approached thle
town, the various mx sections of the populace almost seemed to vie wik
with eaclh other in théir loud acclamations and the tumultuous ardour
with which they welcomed the Queen's representative, Their deliverance
had come at last, and thelr joy was untramelled,

I ,ﬂang  On the foldowing #ay/Sir Charles Warren and his staff, escorted by
Ir L S large company of his troops proceeded to LHooigrond to find the grave
of Christopher Bethell and examine hils body relative to the alleged

circumstances of his death on the 31lst July 1884, Having had the body
disinterred and 1denEified, Warren had it removed to Mafikeng for
re=burial among the ~arolong for whom ®“ethell had given his young life
The body was placed on a gun-carriage mm# covered with a Union Jack,
Returned from Kanye, Chief Montshiwa and nearly all his people were
- a4 present at the/military funeral accorded Bethell ,/The solemn religious
”Wﬁ,(gfﬂceremony conducted by the Rev John Mackenzie and the powerful address
goe” sl which he delivered with fegling, the synchronous discharge of 2wo hun-
ﬁu*' ~ dred rifles fired by a paﬂ% of as many Inniskilling Dragoons, the =mkxk
shrill and eerie notes of the bugle as it sounded the "last post", =il
Ihexsxweprexeirammstanzesxeaicniatedxkoxingpiraxawsyxand xizavexanxindns
Tiwreximpresgionxuponxthaxmindsxaf the handfuls of earth solemmly thr-
own into a white grave by hundreds of black hands as thelr owners
bowed and slowly passed , all these were circumstances calculated to
inspire awe and leave an indelible impression upon the minds of the
hundreds of the Barolong assembled at the grave side , while to the
‘,!mre xeripuzxandxrafizsaking serbo% -minded and relfecting, these cere=
*monies/had a deep significance of gsiritual values of duty and sacrifi-~

{
'ﬂfiﬂ?f ® as well as the mysteries of 1life and death, judgment and eternity.,
LMo Stubsequently, aMarble stone with the following epltaph was erected
L on Bethells grave In Memory bBf ;
o ; CHRISTOPHER BETHELL

| ! (of Rise, Yorkshire,England)
| f Who lost his 1life while performing
: ' Military duty to Her Brittanic Majesty L
In %efence of the Barolong Natkon TR ﬁ%?}f ;;
&) bnti o3P pionels ~ B ]?flt((&(‘(l} Z;: S,iftdiﬁb iied Eizi?f,i.; liee Weestngarnc Wilhey T g
7 On the 20th of April, the Special Commissioner accompanied byéizsmiiiw
%gb staff left Mafélkéng for the north, “e reached “anye and hed af™inter-
S view with Xing Caseitsiwe of the Bangwketse smxihex2#kxhyxHaxthesmxprox
pezdedxknxNotepoiokexant and his son Bathoen on the 24th, He then pro=
Mrl' ceeded to Mblepolole amit interviewed King Sechele wkthxhizx of the
B

akwena, with his sons Sebele and Kgerl on the 27th, and invited them
to come under British protection , Prince Sebele demurred to this pro=-
\ posed protection, What was 1t? he asked . The springboks were not pro=-
| tected, and although theyé might be weak, yet there were always sprin
\ boks, God would look after the Dakwena in the same way that he looks
f after the springboks, without the need of British protection.,He advise
Sir Charles Warren first to dry the tears of Caseitsiwe, and especiall
Montshiwa's, whose cattleposts had been raided , and whose men had bee
shot down although nominallywunder Dritish protection, Warren next -
vislited Mochudl to interview Lencwe, king of the Bakgatla, then he m=
went to Shoshong, where on the 12th of May, he had an interview with
Kgama, king of the “angwato, all e
The nett result of these interviews was that/the whmXm northern ®echua
naland zkX klngs placed themselves, thelr people and their lands under
~the protection of Queen Victoria's Yovermment, Each king reserved land
in his country for tribal use, and offered large areas of land to the
Queen for European settlement, Altogether, some 170,000 square miles
being thus offered, : R
e T In Sir Charles Warren's force at Mafikeng was a balloon corps
f?’ with three balloons and all the necessary equipment ey made their
' first trial ascent in Africa at Mxfakk Mafikeng angﬁfggh.Montshiwa up.
One day the Engineers who were possess'd of a balloon
Sent 0ld Chief Montshiwa.up, a captive, towards the moon: -
And it was ® spirit-stirring sound to hear his women swear, ;.
s As they saw their lord and master floatling gaily through thex
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maX¥xax and political as well as military, and that any measure that xam
wouldxgkymxrixw cause him to resign would give rise to much dilssatisfact
ion in this country (England) and create serious military difficulty.”

(C.4432.p.57). .
o In any case, new forces which imperiously prompted the Imperial Go
M vernment to new orientations and action were at work, The seramble for

Africa had begun¢/and the shadow of Bismarck, the dynam¥e Chancellor of
Cermany was looming o¥er Agmwe—TPegueme—Bey ant stretoiims-asross Pamara- 2
land and Namaqualand L Taw owadrds Northern echuanaland and the
Transvaal in the east, and might very soon straddls across the trede xmx
routes- the o0ld Missionary or Traders' Road, and render them useless , T
The British cabinet had been rudely awakened to this possiblity/gﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁthé>
realised the adyantage. of extending Eritish protection northwards beyond
Mafikengzkﬂﬂéﬁfiﬂd nowdecided to extend the protectorate to the 22nd
degree of south latitude and Khama's country, and there were no two peog@
in the whole world better qualified for thils duty than the two men on
the spot in Warren and Mackenzis,
On the 23rd of March a proclamation of British Protectorate over Bechuan
aland was issued in terms of the Order in Gouncll of the 27th of "anua-
ry providing for civil and criminal jurisdiction over the country Betwee
Griqualand West on the south and the 22nd paralleliof south latitude on
the north, and between the wéstern border of the _ransvaal on the east
and 20 degree east longitude, Thus Mackenzie's traties with Montshiwa
a;g§mankurvqn were confirmed by part of thls proclamation,
X Lfﬁgzif.me~?8ifowing telegrag/was therefore received from the Secreta
of B8tate ) " ¥axrxem As soon as possible, Warren should communicate with
Seehele and Khama and take gmmixcare that no filibustering expeditiongd
Itakes possession of the country, more especially Shoshong 2

M _Ké Accordingly, on the 20th of April,the Special Commissioner, accompanled

F’ v Mackenzle and a small staff left Mafikeng for the north. [e arrived at

Kanye and had an interview with King Gagseitsiwe of the Ngwaketse and his
son Bathoen on the 24th, ds then procecded to Molepolole, interviewed Xing
Seclidle of the Kwena and his sons Sebele and Xgari on the 27th, and invite
themPto come under British protection, They were not very keen about this
protéction; it was a vague something they could not grasp, RriknzmxR=kmie
knxmirkizniarxdsmmrradxkeoxik , They saw no difference between it and ann-
exation, and were very unwliling to be deprived of their sovereign rights
the Wwery thing they feared the Transvaal for, Prince Sebele, in particular
dem@rred outright to protection, The steenboks, he sald, "were not protect
ed,7and although they were weak, there were always speenboks, God wpuld
look after the Cakwena in the same way that He looks agterf the steen-
boks without any need of Eritish protection, He advised Sir Charles Warren
first to dry the tears of Gaseitsiwe, and especially Montshiwa's whose
cattleposts had been raided, and whose men had been kix}es shot down alth=
ough nominally under DBritish protection,

arren next visited Mochudl to interview Lencwe, king of the
ﬁakgatla, then he went to Shoshong, where on the 12th of May and she foll-
owing days he had an interview with Khama, king of the Bangwato,

The nett result of these interviews was that all the northern Bech-
uanaland kings placed themselves, thelr people and their countries under
the protection of Queen Victoria's govermment, Each king offered large
areas of land to the Queen for European settlement, altogether some 170,
000 square miles being thus offered, and each reserved tracts of zaxRXFY
lands in his country for tribal use, Tn accenting British protection,
however, they all stipulated that their indegenous laws and customs should
be respected, that lands remaining to them after grants to the ecrown
shotld be inalienable, and that while ready to be guilded and willing to
be advised, they desired that the%i sgvereignty. over their lands and .
people should continue inviolate, Inwrl Koy s Ll pepice dosece @ Lol el Y lor £

When the High Commissioner's opposition to Warren and his Imperial
WP* policy became known in the Yape Colony, public meetings were valled in
211 the principal towns- Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Crahamstown,Kimberley,
East Tondon, Aliwal North etc, and motions of confidence wzrm and resolut-
fons supporting Warren's policy were passed unanimously. One of the most
remarkable of these meetings was held at Debe Nek,near King Williamstown |
on the 14th of Aprll under the chairmanship of Mr J.Tengo abavu, editor
of the Imvo, which resolved that "This meeting wishes to express its une
%ualified satisfaction with the objects of the mission of Sir Charles
arren 1p Bechuanaland, and 1ts admiration of the fearless meanner in which
he has s&t about examining the claims of those who must be considered
robbers of the lands of the natives until they prove themselves otherwise,
This meeting expresses 1ts strong opinion in ¥avour of the Imperial CGovern
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For it is the usual belief in Montshiwa's town
That when a chieftain diles, he takes a lengthy journey down;
While a missionary murmered, as he gazed up in the sky ,
. "How strange that soldiers are the first to waft my flock on high,"

5 4

f.Juﬂ‘ While the Royal Engineers of the Warren Expedition were stationed at

T, - mafikeng in 1885, Sir Charles Warren offered to help Montshiwa to erect

@ a new chapel for his Wesleyan (Methodist) subjects as the one erected

by Molema in 1870 had been wrecked during the Darolong=Boer War of 1881
-1884, Three rmgimmmkx “arolong regiments wmmrmxmrdmxm the Magodu, the
Mapetu and the lMatlhaselwa were ordered to make and burn bricks and pro
vide other unskilled labour, while the Royal Engineers under Col. Durne
ford undertook to do the masonry and other skilled work,

Very soon the ground was cleared, @¥am plans drawn up, and the foundate-

ions of a cruciform bullding laid,

The formal laying of theee memorial stones was performed on the 17th of
June 1885, One at the head of the building is inscribed "Sir Charles

| Warren K,C,M,G", while of thr two at the foot of the building one is

| inseribed"Montshiwa -"Chief of the Barolong" and the other "Chiefs of
the Barolong." Felicitous speebhes were made on the occasion of the lay
%ng.of these stones by Sir Charles Warren, Chief Montshiwa, Hev Owen
atkins and Rev John Mackenzle, and th collections totalled £256:16/-
Quickly a solid structure which stands to this day after 76 years wlthe
out a crack in its massive walls 23 inches thick and 12 feet high was
erected, The “ethodist ghurch provided the building material ,The
chapel was opened on Saturday the 5th of December 1885 before a vast
assembly wha marched in a procession headed by the Administrator of
Bechuanaland $ir Sidney Shippard from xhexmX Molema's chapel, while the
Rev George Weavind, Superintendent of the Transvaal “ethodist Missions
came specially £o supervise the opening ceremonies, the Resident minist
er being the Rev Robert Appelble., It was another day of rejolcing, and;,

"(’§ tribe made tkxaxhmikdayy the day a festivald ang at least 1,000 of

t

im packed the large and lofty bullding, whilst a vast crowd assembled
owtside, As this vast congreafation rose and sang, as “arolongs can sin

the volume of sound was overwhelming, and tears of Joy bedewed many a
face, They had been for years hunted 1like wild beasts, and now they wer
met in a church of thelr own such as the most sanguine had never expect
-8d, How would Molema have rejolced to be with them. that day: If splrit
ape allowed to visit the scene of thelr earthly labours, his was hoverl

ng near," (Whitesidg;_Histonymggﬂﬁgﬁ§Methodist Church of 433
m—s==Fn Che meantime , dox4 the sinister Influen fhodes and thé Eon
I ~The resounding success of the Wafréﬁ”Ekpﬁdiﬁi seemed to supply fuel

MeeCto the High Commissioners antagonism to “arrenVand , ed. 2 e P
? Ca AR ARG

could to discredlt him, kmixkmxyzinm with the Colon ep Inste
the High Commissioner redeived a gentle reminder "That Sir rles ™

: Warren 's appointement 1s civil and political as well as military, and }

| that any measure that would cause him to resign would give rise to much?

dissatisfation in this country (EnglanB) and greaig serious military
difficulty (C.4432.57) & hid dmfored pelioc
"hen the High Commissioner's opposition to Warre ecame own in Cape

@ Colony,public mecetings were called in all the chiel towns- “ape Town,

S Grahamstown, Port Elizabeth, Kimberley, East London, Aliwal North etc,
and motions off confidence, and resolutions supporting Warren's policy
were passed unanimously, One of the most remarkable of these meetings

v %0 /ed vas held af” Debe Nek near King Williamstown/ under the chairmanship of

f¢ﬁ?2; JeTengo Jabavuf which resolved that "This meeting wishes to express it

b Joude %nqualified gatisfaction with the objects of the mission of Sir Charle

arren in Dechuanaland and its admiration of the fearless manner in whi
he has set about examining the claims of those who must be considered
robbers of the lands of the natives untll they prove themselves other-
wise. This meeting expresses 1ts strong opinion in favour of the Imper-
ial Govermment taking over and administering as a frown Colony all the
native territories beyond thé Cape Colony, as the anomaly of their
administration by a Govermment responsible to a CGovermment in which the

-have no representatives 1s productive of mischief, and the Colony isy,

moreover at Present, unable to protect them from possible filibustering

expeditions," . ~ i L < !
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