
Finger curled tight -  light squeeze.
Upon the hell bent te rro r bearing down on me
As I lie in the d irt
With my corporal behind me.

Its  's  not until you've had to  kill th a t you understand 
he says
Once you've understood th e re ’s  no return .

The hell ben t te rro r bears down on you
from  every wall th a t clo thes you and your square bed and shining 
floors and scream ing corporals.

Who sit with you on Sundays w atching rugby.

We love ano ther, work to g e th er, sneak through the grass toge ther 
Save each o thers lives from  the  hell bent te rro r bearing down on 
you..

And soon the night descends w ith  every c ig a re tte  glow drawing 
death
With every careless move
With every doubt which shadows your eyes drawing dea th  from 
the hell ben t te rro r  bearing dowt on you.

Until you c a n 't  rem em ber if you 've ever had a  friendly conversa
tion with a  black m an, w ith a  man outside the w hite nation  who 

p ro te c ts  you from  the  hell b en t te rro r bearing down on you.

And if you ever feel drawn to  the sound of kw ela on the 
s tree tco in er
Y ou 're supposed to rem em ber the hell b en t te rro r  
You listen  no longer
You turn  up your m em ories of the c ig a re tte  glow drawing 
death from  the black of the night where the cocking of a  rifle 
travels 500m to the ea rs  of the  hell ben t te rro r  bearing down
on you.

And if you travel through the dry starvation  of the homeland ,
hom eless
You ought to  rem em ber the hell b en t te rro r .

But as the te rro r fades and you re-ad ju s t you may find yourself 
listening to  the kwela on the s tre e tc o m e r  w ith the  nostalgia of a  
child crying for a  m other removed by the lack of a  dompas.

And if you walk through the g h e tto  
On a  kwela-living evening 
you may well remember
The red glow of a  brazier warming the hands of a  cold n ight- 
w atchm an.

Then the postm an arrives with a  brown envelope 
You te a r  it open 
You notice the red stam p 
You recognise the camp 
Your h eart quickens 
The words glow brigh ter 

And you realise The le tte r
T hat the hell ben t te rro r is bearing down on you. The nation calls

And you realise "The night descends
T hat the hell bent te rro r  is bea rir^  down on you You hear the cockin8 of a  rif,e

Your c ig are tte  b u tt glows and you rea lise  
You may ask yourself That the hell ben t te rro r is bearing down on you.
Who is the hell ben t te rro r

And you realise
T hat the hell bent te rro r  w as a  po ste r on the wall of your 
bungalow.

And you realise
That the hell ben t te rro r  was a  cardboard  cu t-o u t on the 
shooting range.

And you begin to  wonder.
If the re  is n 't  someone sitting  in P retoria 
Cutting out h e ll-b en t te rro rs .

And posting them on the  walls 
To scare  the ch ildren  into believing 
T hat if you d o n 't s it tight 
When you hear the  kuda

The hell bent te rro r is going to  leap o ff the wall and bear down 
on you.
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The Grahamstauin End Conscription Campaign strongly condemns the 21 month sentence 

imposed on conscientious odjector Dr Ivan Toms.

After refusing to report for a camp late last year Dr Tews was arrested and charged 

with failing to report for military service.

Last Thursday Ivan was given the maximum sentence of 21 months without political 

prisoner status. Despite having just sentenced Ivan as a common criminal, Magistrate 

A P Kotze said Toms was "not a menace to society. You are the opposite, an asset".

Dr Toms served the Crossroads squatter community for seven years as a medical 

doctor. His experiences there and the role played by the army in the townships 

in stifling legitimate opposition to apartheid convinced him of the inpossibility 

of continuing with any form of service in the SADF.

LCC believes that Dr Toms' work in Crossroads the kind of National Service 

that will build a non-racial democratic South Africa we can all be proud of.

As a commited and active Christian, Ivan could have applied for objection on 

religious grounds, but his moral and political beliefs prompted him to take a 

<:tand in support of conscripts without this option. "I hope that I, and the 

others who follow me, might in some small way pressurise the government to 

change the law and provide real alternatives for objectors", says Ivan.

Grahams town ECC calls on you to support Dr Toms and the many other unwilling 

conscripts who have no options of constructive alternative service.

SUPPORT ALL CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS -
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END CONSCRIPTION 
CAMPAIGN 

SURVEY RESULTS
A rafcent survey has revealed that the majority of campus:

• opposes compulsory military conscription into the SADF

• opposes the presence of the SADF in the townships and in. Angola

• supports the implementation of Alternative National Service

• supports the aims of the End Conscription Campaign

The survey was run for 2 weeks and 520 students(16% of campus Responded,

Here are the results of the survey:

• Should military service be compulsory in S.A.?

• Do you think there should be alternatives to military service?

• Do you think that alternative, service should be available not. 
only to religious pacifists but to everyone?

• Should alternative service be the same length as military 
service?

• Should alternative service be restricted to government, 
institutions ?

• Is- the presence of the SADF in the townships justified?

• Is the presence of the SADF in Angola justified?

• Do you support the aims of the End Conscription Campaign?

Yes / No 
12% 86% I

92% 6%

72% 7%

7 5% 21%

14%  8 1 % 

15% 75%

17% 70% 

72% 15%

i t
Effectively, this survey has shown that there is broad support

for the ECC on campus and that Rhodes students have added their voice 

to the growing number of people from all sectors, calling for alternatives 

to military service.

A more detailed analysis of the survey results will be made available 

in the future.

t uofo iY ecc

TlSt^D  >t> £Zc.



p r .  C v r W *  •  k  ..... ............. .....  ; » « ' * & * ' . -

\v« * * »  ^ ' S s '-

’̂ - n t  s ? w  * - ^ r  a s ? . * - — ™iy °'6am
In v ie « oi ■ 'non-m Uivaiy foirv?  avaUable in ' Q} ' v °  ’miiiia ty  service 

:  - r n « o l .  or e te e «l* ™  « ' * *  °“

:  &  s  s s  s  = -  -  ------------

#  J{Jica% botdeis ____^  .  r^ v r_ o n d  H a r t l e

Er Jeff ?'ires
i  . ^  A  V *  1

|. ?»triclc T » » «  (S?“ Biddle

W / S S r t l W  (,**C d “'w r .erl
I *  ' ^oeident) -  -— v- aTr! n
Vice - * -i_ .-o 0n
It Sir-or. sraB^m-

(SBC)
It C "

e c t u r t i  /
, Srehte «*»«»

iiu r » s * « -  (s a s «

[I Shelley Corrig*-n 

iiS* »  jees i » «  2n,
• ?«• Sr.*t?,g eiitw)
B'npceo
» S Meyer (SRCJ

rvH

nd

wv.orley_CS?X) (SRC)exec) Taylor (SUSAS
,o u i» e  V i^ jc e t t t  ^ # n0b in . T^ 0 _ o r <5i n a t o r )

, i _»• r.orriS-1 projects  ̂ -ai eta
§ Marijar.a ^ \
(B b o d e o  E d i t o r  ? l e s s i 5

§ £nr^s -•■ intern ar 
( P s y c h o l o s y g i s t a n t ) 

te&cni.‘B yjaiverr»
o-es- - • f.-S 5Q

M a r t " 1 * 1 ;r.gl'- = n - • («istory 
-of. Hu&cel v-A

iecturer)
•  G a v i n

-iOlOg.v AI,W

• Bayr-or.d'^rtle

i 3 r r « . i «  i?rof.»o

Er.eritus>
t Kariar. “a S 
(lecturer)
i David Butler
(teac'ner) ler

* ^^i'errs'-cr)
^-rtzen'oers 

• MJ "4 r u
(Head L|b,^ •'/Library) 
r  1 *• oW1*. IT w.  ̂  ̂ r* d
G - t —e-.ce 3earc 

pro. 1 w* - .. >

, y e r  e B P s
.  ?  i n d . r a s o n  ( S B C )

, Red Dlxor. (S?-c)

I .  c - e o f f  Woods

o W s 1 ^11 rrOi. J--1 
( C‘n  e  r .  i  - 1 ‘ ^  ^  j_ e  i  
« ? r c f  «■'?
(G e o g r a p h y )
* 9*te ha'1 ̂. H.ithorr.
•  p e ^ e  •-=• ^
(articled c-
• Bor. Ha-1
( l e c t u r e r ; ( © e a r .
9 vjg V in i = » Ci *
of Arts) (farmer
t EK Moor^o- p

J f ^ r j r e r  ~ 1 ard

(?sy
• A Campbell
( h o u s e w i - e )

- (fihodeo 
»  > 3  N e w m a n  \ n

^ [ T a U r u s  (SAJAI

f l ^ ’e l c s e t l i u  ( C r e a t i v e

i r N % f d « = r .  IVor-ens- 
•  N h O O f e -  ^

. n*> '“clitics)
lES*R»rVer (cccr-u-itV

worker) Ta.rry (Head 
• Prof P3 1 sciences)
’f COr.pUter S<>-«

, Prof * f f 4 a d  of
Daver.port • t)

History je?',r 
* SM Macler.r.a-- 
(librarian) her)

t  c  D a Y i S  ( S o c i a l  f  k  S t t i t h
Worker)
Wor,<e (' ecturer) I

§  D r  M  S o u *  < l e c t

Roelie’*

r> ptr g n ■ \

r iir*

t  5  ^ - i t y ° ^ r k e r )  t ” A n d re  | ° £ r ^ y  c h a i r )
;c° ; ^ , u  CSSM K.di. CB«.deo

stewart a d « r;f %\\rl (Your.s

o r » x. p » V “ s . o f  , i s t i o r a l

aR ....? i i ri U v i . s
_ Kidd

‘/ o J r - W -  and ^  |ir) (fr f„ .

S.tUS «  « « « • “ ? ‘o'r of s r r . 1 ^o r g a n i s e r  . . .

1 l e c t u r e r ) ^ g

I yr ---
^  , o v e  ( w o m e n s

t  Al i £ 0 ;' t r e a s u r e r )

r » * “ » » s e x  w »

i tUAd l e a l e r  < C ° ’- f  

ju^ iar.5 Cobbing

“i X n y ’c o l H ^
( O j p i o a n  = 0 -  

t  O p p i e  M e d i a  . « « • ' > !
9  M o n ty  B o o c t
n e c t u r e r j .

fc» \H  f s v 'ic r 'ip t 'u m  C a * ty p (\* Q i\



Grahamstown ECC May ’88

HUP TWO THREE
CC

ECC held ils A G M  on Saturday  30th o f A pril 
to  assess activities this year and to  elect a  new 
executive.

The guest speaker, M ary-Louise Peires , 
co-chairperson  of the A lbany Black Sash, 
highlighted the close relationship  betw een 
EC'C and the Sash - a resolution  at the 1983 
Sash conference sparked  the launch o f ECC .

M rs Peires suggested that the the EC C  
should explore the role o f wom en, d irect and 
indirect, in supporting  the SA D F. She sug
gested further that we should take up the role 
of vigilantes in the townships.

In review ing activities th is year it was 
noted that the cam paign around  Ivan Tom s - 
currently  serving a prison sen tence for con- 
s c ie n lo u s  o b je c t io n  - h a d  b e e n  v e ry  
successful in exposing the injustice of con
scription in South Africa.

Plans for the fu ture include the se tting  up 
an advice bureau on cam pus to  assist people 
who have problem s relating  to  national ser
vice. It is hoped that the bureau , staffed by 
qualified counsellors, will be in opera tion  by 
the th ird  term .

ft*-- -5*
DR Ivan T om s - the conscientious objector 
recently  sen tenced  to  21 m onths im prison
ment - is rapidly adjusting to  the rigours of 
prison routine.

Presently he is at Pollsm oor Prison. H e 
was initially p laced  in a com m unal cell with 
sixteen o ther p risoners but is now in a single 
cell and  has study rights.

"South A frica is in a sta te  of civil w ar and 
we have to  take sides," he said shortly before 
his im prisonm ent.

"I believe that the side of justice and tru th  
is the side of the poor and  opp ressed  in our 
country. 1 stand on that side."

Ivan - who w orked as a  docto r at C ross
roads squa tte r cam p for seven years - also 
said he h oped  his stand w ould "add a little" to 
the p ressure on the governm ent to  b roaden  
the definition of conscientious objection to 
include political and o ther objectors.

C A S S IN G A  D a y  is c o m m e m o r a te d  
throughout Nam ibia in honour o f 600 inno
cent people who w here m assacred  by the 
South A frican D efence Force at the Cassin- 
ga refugee cam p on the M ay 4, 1978.

O n May 4, 1978 the S A D F  carried  out a 
pre-daw n raid on the cam p - occupied  by over 
1000 Nam ibian exiles - and killed over 600 
residents, mainly w om en and children.

T he U niled N ations has d ec la red  M ay 4 as 
a "Namibian Day of Prayer."

A  N U M B E R  of R hodes w om ens’ residences 
- am ong them  Beit and  Jo h n  K atze - have 
been invited to  parties at the S A D F  base 
ou tside G raham stow n.

T he wom en w ere taken in a S A D F  bus for 
a b raai and dance with with the 6SAI officers.

E C C  fears tha t this seemingly innocent ac
tion on the part o f  the S A D F  is just ano ther 
attem pt in their ’H earts  and M inds’ cam 
paign to  cam ouflage and  legitim ise their role 
in South A frica.

FO R  EC C , the year began in February  with 
a national conference in the T ransvaal. For 
four days we ate, talked and slept E C C  pol
icy and direction. W e recoun ted  our failures, 
to  learn from them , and our successes, to  lift 
ou r spirits when things looked bleak. O ver 
the tim e the issues began to clarify them 
selves.

0D ISSE N T
W e identified a need to stop beating  about 

the bush, to  slop  allowing the governm ent to 
set the terrain . W e are the E nd C onscription 
C am p a ig n , o u r o b jec t is to  E N D  C O N 
S C R IPT IO N  ! Obvious, perhaps, but easily 
forgotten  as em ergency regulations, m edia 
restric tions and governm ent apartheid  talk 
m ake it m ore and m ore difficult to  w hisper 
dissent.

O n our return  to R hodes we displayed 
ourselves enthusiastically to  our constituency 
during  o rein tation  week.

O ur first activities cen tred  around  Ivan 
T om s - doctor, EC C  personality, conscien- 
tous ob jector, and a personal friend to  many 
of us. W e held public m eetings at R hodes and 
in town, o rganised  a petition and le tters to  the 
M inister of D efence and  d istribu ted  pam ph
lets and stickers.

•INJUSTICE
W e focused on Ivan because his action 

highlighted, in a very courageous way, the in
justice in our country. Ivan was sen tenced  to  
2 1 m onths im prisonm ent for following the 
d ic tates o f  conscience and reason.

In the afterm ath  of this cam paign there 
was a lull in o u r public actions as we p rep a red  
for a w eekend away - to  get to  know each 
o ther w ithin the organisation  - and an A G M , 
to  elect office bearers and to  take care  of the 
m ore form al and  official aspects of ECC.

E C C  has raised funds at an O pp ie  craft 
m arket, held a M edia Skills w orkshop, and 
hosted  an evening of m usic at a local club.

Now, with a new and  energetic  com m ittee, 
we will be en tering  once m ore into the public 
arena. Look out...you will be seeing m ore of 
us.

SO FAR SO 
GOOD

FOCUS ON CONSCRIPTS
T H E  E nd  C onscrip tion  Cam paign held ils 
th ird  national conference in February  when 
over 100 E C C  represen tatives from all over 
the country  - including G raham stow n - cam e 
together to  debate , discuss and plan E C C ’s 
activities, d irection and focus for 1988.

It had been  over a year since the last N a
t io n a l  C o n f e r e n c e ,  so it d id  m u ch  to  
s trengthen  ties betw een the d ifferent regions, 
consolidate EC C  and reinforce a sense of na
tional unity in our opposition  to  conscription.

D iscussion cen tred  around  E C C ’s con
cern  to  refocus on the conscrip t and the con
scrip ted  com m unity and to  provide a voice

lor those who oppose the system of conscrip
tion and the role o f the S A D F  in our country.

In line with this renew ed focus E C C  is em 
barking on a program m e designed to  provide 
inform ation and advice for conscrip ts about 
their call-ups, rights in the army, and the 
lim ited op tions available to  unwilling co n 
scripts.

E C C  is publishing a "Know Y our Rights" 
m anual for conscripts, which will be launched 
som e tim e in July. In every m ajor town and at 
universities conscrip t advisory services will 
be established.

EC C  has always called for an alternative

to national service. This was re- em phasised 
and plans m ade for A lternative Service P ro 
jects to  be held in all regions - to  actively dem 
onstra te  the constructive ways to  serve our 
country, outside of the army.

E C C  will soon launch a national ’Action 
for A lternative N ational Service’ cam paign 
which will incorporate  all the main ideas that 
em erged  at the conference.

T h ere  is a growing confidence in E C C  that 
we are not alone in supporting  an alternative 
service system. C hurches, w elfare and devel
opm en t o rganisations, p rofessional bodies 
and the business sector already support such 
a proposal.

*



Alternative Service Programme
T H E  churches in South A frica are con tinu
ously reflecting on the teachings and exam ple 
o f Jesus in an attem pt to  discover what the 
just and Christ-like response to  the country’s 
situation should be.

In their reflections on the system of com 
pulsory m ilitary service, many churches and 
secular g roups have recognised and spoken 
out against the D efence A ct.

T he existing law fails to  accom m odate ob 
jec to rs who are  not religious pacifists. M any 
conscrip ts who are not religious pacifists are 
unw illing  to  serve in th e  S A D F , on the 
grounds that they will be defending a p a r t
heid.

T he p resen t provisions for com m unity se r
vice under governm ent or m unicipial au th 
ority  a re  narrow , not allow ing service in

church or w elfare organisations.
In 1983 the churches conveyed their criti

cisms of the existing D efence Law to the gov
e rn m e n t. A c o m p re h e n s iv e  d o c u m e n t, 
outlining these criticism s was p resen ted  as 
evidence to  the G eldehuys Com m ission. It 
fell on deaf ears.

It was the re fo re  seen necessary to  explore 
m ore constructive ways in which servicem cn 
can serve the peop le in S.A. and to  p ressurize 
the governm ent to  accept them . It was in this 
context (hat the churches launched the A lte r
native Service Program m e (A SP).

This is a p rogram m e which will actively 
dem onstra te  our com m itm ent to  justice and 
peace in our society by those facing a crisis of 
conscience in serving in the SAD F.

V olunteers will be requ ired  to work for a 
period  of 2-3 years in com m unity service. 
T he various churches have identified secular, 
w efare and com m unity pro jects that need 
help.

The list o f possible p lacem ents is varied 
and  would include w orking at ch ild rens’ 
hom es, schools, hospitals, on co-operatives 
or agricultural projects.

P la c e m e n ts  will b e  av a ilab le  all over 
S ou thern  A frica, including Nam ibia, Z im 
babwe, Botswana, Swaziland, Lesotho and 
M ozam bique.

T he program m e will be adm inistered  by a 
p lacem ent team  responsible for interviewing 
and counselling national servicem en who vol
unteer.

T he vo lun teer will be responsible to the 
organisation concerned , which will direct his 
w ork and lay dow n his conditions of em ploy
m ent.

Any national servicem an - regardless of 
religious belief - who wants to dem onstrate  
his com m itm ent to  w orking for a just peace 
can join the program m e before, during, after 
his call-up.

This program m e has not been accepted  by 
the governm ent - particapation  in the p ro 
g ram m e does not absolve one from military 
service o r offer any pro tection  to participants 
from the law.

However, the program m e offers a way in 
which the church can express its uncondi
tional support for ob jectors and can dem on
s t r a te  its c o m m itm e n t to  th e  c a u se  o f 
freedom .

SADF suicides
LA ST year suicides accounted  for m ore than 
40%  o f dea ths am ong conscrip ts serving in 
the South A frican D efence Force.

T he num ber o f successful suicides to talled  
24, yet far m ore alarm ing is the num ber o f a t
tem pted  suicides. A ccording to  the M inister 
o f D efence, 404 soldiers a ttem p ted  suicide 
last year. O f these 404, 355 a ttem p ts w ere 
m ade by conscripts.

T hese figures a re  a reflection of the m oral 
dilem m a faced by conscrip ts once they en ter 
the SA D F. In the eyes of the law conscripts 
have no choice but to  en ter the S A D F  - o ther 
than leaving the country  or going to  prison.

O nce  in th e  S A D F  the  full m oral and 
psychological im plications of w hat they have 
em barked  upon becam e apparen t and som e 
co n sc rip ts  see no a lte rn a tiv e  o th e r  than  
suicide.

It is in this light that the E C C  calls for an 
alternative to  N ational Service, in the form of 
com m unity service.

T he following are  details o f the specific 
m ethods of suicide a ttem pted  by soldiers. 
T he figures for 1985 and 1986 show suicide 
a ttem p ts by national servicem en, while those 
for 1987 are for the S A D F  as a whole.

OVERDOSE
1985
178

1986
270

1987
309

SLASHED WRISTS 45 58 65
SHOOTING 15 10 15
HANGING 5 8 3
SWALLOWED GLASS 0 4 0
STABBING 4 4 0
GASSING 0 3 2
SWALLOWED RAZOR BLADES 2 3 0
JUMPED FROM BUILDING 2 1 1
DRINKING POISON 9 1 9
JUMPED IN FRONT OF VEHICLE 1 0 0

TOTAL 261 362 404

CONSCRIPT DEATHS 16 18 17

A  bridge too far
T H E  largest battle  in A frica since W orld W ar 

-  at one stage involving 7000 South A frican 
troops, A ngolan arm y chiefs say — is still 
raging around  the town of C uito  Cuanavale, 
300 kilom etres inside Angola.

However, thanks to censorship, and the 
m ercenary news values of the com m ercial 
press, most South A fricans have precious 
little knowledge of what is going on there.

A fter m onths of rum ours, news o f massive 
battles in Southern  A ngola was forced onto  
the front page o f South A frican new spapers 
in N ovem ber last year.

High conscrip t casualties — 21 S A D F  ca
sualties in 14 days — w ere announced  by the 
SA D F. D etails o f the battles w ere provided 
by the A ngolan News A gency (A ngop) and 
foreign news crews.

Since then, p rogress o f the battle  has had 
to  be gleaned from  sporad ic  and notoriously 
vague S A D F  press releases, the occasional 
foreign news report, and the w hispered ac
counts o f South A frican conscrip ts who w ere 
there.

T he most telling press releases -  which in
dicate that the battle  is going horribly wrong 
fo r th e  S A D F  -  have b een  the  casualty  
figures. Since S eptem ber, the S A D F  has an 
nounced  over 46 com bat deaths — 37 of them  
conscripts.

This figure does not include deaths am ong 
its black battalions, which bear the b run t of 
the com bat.A ngolan sources put the S A D F 
casually figures closer to  140.

T he scale and intensity of the fighting for 
the stralegically-pivotal C uito  C uanavale has 
never been equalled  in the 13-year-old A ngo
lan war. For the first lim e the use of tanks by 
the South A fricans, and poison gas by Iheir 
opponents, was announced  by the SAD F.

T h e A ng o lan s a re  using soph is tica ted  
helicopter gunships, and advanced Mig- 23 
lig h te r a irc raft.

T he battle  has also provided indications 
that South A frica has lost its crucial air supe
riority in the region. FA P L A  pilots and gun
n e rs  have u n d e r ta k e n  te n -y e a r  tra in in g  
program m es.

W ith sophistica ted  rad a r p ro tection , A n
golan troops have supplied  South A frican 
readers  with a num ber o f repo rts  of missing 
or dead  S A D F  pilots. A ngop says the S A D F 
has lost six aircraft since Septem ber.

Indeed, the shift to  artillery, ra th e r than air 
bom bardm ent, o f A ngolan positions in C uito 
Cuanavale, indicates an im portan t change in 
the military balance of pow er in the region.

W hile the battle  was on the go, the first 
m ajor signs of d isconten t am ong South A fri
can and allied forces surfaced -  400 South 
W est A frican T errito ria l F orce troops w ere 
rep o rted  to have refused to  fight in Angola.

As the d irec to r o f R hodes U niversity’s In 
stitu te  for Social and E conom ic R esearch, 
P rofessor P e te r Vale, has argued, C uito  C ua
navale may well "be a  bridge too  far for the 
SADF."

A  w ithdraw al of S A D F  troops from  A ngo
la was announced  in D ecem ber. However, 
last m onth the S A D F  announced  the w ith
draw al "was slowing".One w onders how a 
w ithdraw al which has taken four m onths 
could possibly slow any m ore.

It is easy, possibly a cliche, to  com pare 
South A frica’s A ngola to  A m erica’s V ietnam . 
T here  are, after all, many sim ilarities. But 
there is a m ajor difference. T he A m erican 
public knew w hat was going on in V ietnam , 
and the re fo re  put a s top  to  the war. W e don’t 
know.
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A Mil-25 attack helicopter - being used against South African conscripts in Angola.
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HUP TWO THREE
ECC held itsA G M  on S atu rday  30th o f A pril 
lo  assess activities this year and  to  elect a  new 
executive.

The guest speaker, M ary-Louise Peires , 
co-chairperson o f the A lbany Black Sash, 
highlighted the close rela tionsh ip  betw een 
EC C  and the Sash - a resolution  at the 1983 
Sash conference sparked  the launch o f ECC.

M rs Peires suggested that the the EC C  
should explore the role of wom en, d irect and 
indirect, in supporting  the SA D F. She sug
gested further that we should take up the role 
of vigilantes in the townships.

In review ing activities th is year it was 
noted  that the cam paign around  Ivan Tom s - 
currently  serving a prison sen tence for con- 
s c ie n lo u s  o b je c t io n  - h a d  b e e n  v e ry  
successful in exposing the injustice of con
scription in South Africa.

Plans lor the future include the setting  up 
an advice bureau  on cam pus to  assist people 
who have problem s relating lo  national ser
vice. It is hoped that the bureau, staffed by 
qualified counsellors, will be in opera tion  by 
the third term .

D R Ivan Tom s - the conscientious objector 
recently sen tenced  to  21 m onths im prison
ment - is rapidly adjusting to  the rigours of 
prison routine.

Presently he is at Pollsm oor Prison. H e 
was initially p laced in a com m unal cell with 
sixteen o ther p risoners but is now in a single 
cell and has study rights.

"South A frica is in a sta te  o f civil w ar and 
we have lo lake sides," he said shortly before 
his im prisonm ent.

"I believe that the side of justice and tru th  
is (he side of the poor and oppressed  in our 
country. 1 stand on that side."

Ivan - who w orked as a docto r at C ross
roads squa tte r cam p for seven years - also 
said he hoped  his stand would "add a little" to 
the pressure on the governm ent to  b roaden  
the definition of conscientious objection to 
include political and  o ther objectors.

C A S S IN G A  D a y  is c o m m e m o r a te d  
throughout Nam ibia in honour o f 600 inno
cent people who w here m assacred  by the 
South A frican D efence F orce at the Cassin- 
ga refugee cam p on the M ay 4,1978.

O n May 4, 1978 the S A D F  carried  out a 
pre-daw n raid  on the cam p - occupied  by over 
1000 N am ibian exiles - and killed over 600 
residents, mainly w om en and children.

T he U nited N ations has dec la red  M ay 4 as 
a "Namibian Day o f Prayer."

A  N U M B E R  of R hodes w om ens’ residences 
- am ong them  Beil and  John  K atze - have 
been invited to  parties at the S A D F  base 
ou tside G raham stow n.

T he w om en w ere taken in a S A D F  bus for 
a b raai and dance w ith with the 6SAI officers.

E C C  fears that this seemingly innocent ac
tion on the part o f the S A D F  is just ano ther 
attem pt in the ir ’H earts  and M inds’ cam 
paign lo  cam ouflage and legitim ise their role 
in South Africa.

F O R  E C C , the year began in February  wilh 
a national conference in the Transvaal. For 
four days we ate, talked and slept E C C  pol
icy and direction . W e recoun ted  our failures, 
to  learn  from  them , and our successes, to  lilt 
our spirits when things looked bleak. Over 
the tim e the issues began to  clarify them 
selves.

0D ISSE N T
W e identified a need to  s top  beating  about 

the bush, lo  slop  allowing the governm ent to 
set the terrain . W e are the End C onscription 
C am p a ig n , o u r o b je c t is lo  E N D  C O N 
S C R IPT IO N  ! Obvious, perhaps, but easily 
forgotten  as em ergency regulations, m edia 
restric tions and governm ent apartheid  talk 
m ake it m ore and m ore difficult to  whisper 
dissent.

O n our re tu rn  to  R hodes we displayed 
ourselves enthusiastically to  our constil uency 
during orein tation week.

O ur first activities cen tred  around  Ivan
Tom s - doctor, EC C  personality, conscien- 
tous objector, and a personal friend to  many 
of us. W e held public m eetings at R hodes and 
in town, organised a petition and letters to  the 
M inister o f D efence and distribu ted  pam ph
lets and stickers.

# INJUSTICE
W e focused on Ivan because his action 

highlighted, in a very courageous way, the in
justice in our country. Ivan was sen tenced  to 
21 m onths im prisonm ent for following the 
d ic tates o f conscience and reason.

In the afterm ath  of this cam paign there 
was a lull in our public actions as we p rep a red  
for a w eekend away - to  get lo  know each 
o ther within the organisation  - and an A G M , 
to  elect office bearers  and  to  take care  of the 
m ore form al and official aspects o f ECC .

E C C  has raised  funds at an O ppie  craft 
m arket, held a M edia Skills w orkshop, and 
hosted  an evening of music at a local club.

Now, with a new and  energetic  com m ittee, 
we will be en tering  once m ore into the public 
arena. Look out...you will be seeing m ore of

SO FAR SO 
GOOD

FOCUS ON CONSCRIPTS
T H E  E nd  C onscrip tion  Cam paign held its 
th ird  national conference in February  when 
over 100 E C C  representatives from all over 
the country  - including G raham stow n - cam e 
together to  debate , discuss and plan E C C ’s 
activities, d irection  and focus for 1988.

It had been over a year since the last N a
t io n a l  C o n f e r e n c e ,  so  it d id  m u c h  lo  
strengthen  ties betw een the d ifferent regions, 
consolidate E C C  and reinforce a sense of na
tional unity in our opposition  to  conscription.

D iscussion cen tred  around  E C C ’s con
cern  to  refocus on the conscrip t and the con
scrip ted  com m unity and to  provide a voice

lor those who oppose Ihe system of conscrip
tion and the role o f the S A D F  in our country.

I n line wilh this renew ed focus E C C  is em 
barking on a program m e designed to  provide 
inform ation and  advice for conscrip ts about 
their call-ups, rights in the army, and the 
lim ited options available to  unwilling co n 
scripts.

EC C  is publishing a "Know Y our Rights" 
m anual for conscrip ts, which will be launched 
som e lim e in July. In every m ajor lown and at 
universities conscript advisory services will 
be established.

EC C  has always called for an alternative

lo national service. This was re- em phasised 
and plans m ade for A lternative Service P ro 
jec ts  to  be held in all regions - to  actively dem  
onslra te  the constructive ways lo  serve our 
country, outside o f the army.

EC C  will soon launch a national ’Action 
for A lternative N ational Service’ cam paign 
which will incorporate  all the main ideas that 
em erged at the conference.

T here  is a growing confidence in E C C  that 
we are not alone in supporting  an alternative 
service system. C hurches, w elfare and devel
opm en t organisations, p rofessional bodies 
and the business sector already support such 
a proposal.



Alternative Service Programme
T H E  churches in Soulh A frica are con tinu
ously reflecting on the teachings and exam ple 
of Jesus in an attem pt to  discover what the 
just and Christ-like response to  the country’s 
situation should be.

In their reflections on the system of com 
pulsory military service, many churches and 
secular g roups have recognised and spoken 
out against the D efence A ct.

T he existing law fails to  accom m odate ob 
jecto rs who are not religious pacifists. M any 
conscrip ts who are not religious pacifists are 
unw illing to  serve in the  S A D F , on  the 
grounds that they will be defending a p a rt
heid.

T he p resen t provisions for com m unity se r
vice under governm ent o r m unicipial a u th 
ority  a re  narrow , not allow ing service in

church or w elfare organisations.
In 1983 the churches conveyed their criti

cisms of the existing D efence Law to the gov
e rn m e n t. A c o m p re h e n s iv e  d o c u m e n t, 
outlining these criticism s was p resen ted  as 
evidence to  the G eldehuys Com m ission. It 
fell on d ea f ears.

It was th e re fo re  seen necessary to  explore 
m ore constructive ways in which servicem en 
can serve the people in S. A. and to  pressurize 
the governm ent to  accep t them . It was in this 
context that the churches launched the A lte r
native Service P rogram m e (ASP).

This is a p rogram m e which will actively 
dem onstra te  our com m itm ent to  justice and 
peace in our society by those facing a crisis of 
conscience in serving in the SA D F.

V olunteers will be requ ired  to  w ork for a 
period of 2-3 years in com m unity service. 
T he various churches have identified secular, 
w efare and com m unity pro jects that need 
help.

The list o f possible p lacem ents is varied 
and  would include w orking at ch ild rens’ 
hom es, schools, hospitals, on co-operatives 
o r agricultural projects.

P lac em e n ts  will b e  ava ilab le  all over 
S outhern  A frica, including Nam ibia, Z im 
babwe, Botswana, Swaziland, Lesotho and 
M ozam bique.

T he program m e will be adm inistered  by a 
p lacem ent team  responsible for interviewing 
and counselling national servicem en who vol
unteer.

T he vo lun teer will be responsible to  the 
organisation  concerned , which will direct his 
w ork and lay down his conditions o f em ploy
ment.

Any national servicem an - regardless of 
religious belief - who wants to  dem onstrate 
his com m itm ent to w orking for a just peace 
can jo in  the program m e before, during, after 
his call-up.

This program m e has not been accepted  by 
the governm ent - particapation  in the p ro 
gram m e does not absolve one from military 
service o r offer any protection  to participants 
from  the law.

However, the program m e offers a way in 
which the church can express its uncondi
tional support for objectors and can dem on
s t r a te  its  c o m m itm e n t to  th e  c a u se  o f  
freedom .

SADF suicides
LAST year suicides accounted  for m ore than 
40%  o f deaths am ong conscrip ts serving in 
the South A frican D efence Force.

T he num ber of successful suicides totalled 
24, yet far m ore alarm ing is the num ber o f a t
tem pted  suicides. A ccording to  the M inister 
o f D efence, 404 soldiers a ttem p ted  suicide 
last year. O f these 404, 355 attem pts w ere 
m ade by conscripts.

T hese  figures are a reflection o f the m oral 
dilem m a faced by conscrip ts once they en ter 
the SA D F. In the eyes of the law conscripts 
have no choice but to en ter the S A D F  - o ther 
than leaving the country or going to  prison.

O nce in  the  S A D F  the full m oral and  
psychological im plications of w hat they have 
em barked  upon becam e apparen t and some 
co n sc rip ts  see  no a lte rn a tiv e  o th e r  than  
suicide.

It is in this light that the E C C  calls for an 
alternative to  N ational Service, in the form of 
com m unity service.

T he following are details o f the specific 
m ethods of suicide a ttem pted  by soldiers. 
T he figures for 1985 and 1986 show suicide 
attem pts by national servicem en, while those 
for 1987 are for the S A D F as a whole.

1985 1986 1987
OVERDOSE 178 270 309
SLASHED WRISTS 45 58 65
SHOOTING 15 10 15
HANGING 5 8 3
SWALLOWED GLASS 0 4 0
STABBING 4 4 0
GASSING 0 3 2
SWALLOWED RAZOR BLADES 2 3 0
JUMPED FROM BUILDING 2 1 1
DRINKING POISON 9 1 9
JUMPED IN FRONT OF VEHICLE 1 0 0

TOTAL 261 362 404

CONSCRIPT DEATHS 16 18 17

A Mil-25 attack helicopter - being used against South African conscripts in Angola.

A  bridge too far
T H E  largest battle  in A frica since W orld W ar 
2 — at one stage involving 7000 South A frican 
troops, A ngolan arm y chiefs^ s a j r ^ t s  still 
raging around  the town of C uito  Cuanavale, 
300 kilom etres inside Angola.

However, thanks to  censorship, and the 
m ercenary  news values of the com m ercial 
press, most South A fricans have precious 
little knowledge of what is going on there.

A fter m onths o f rum ours, news o f massive 
battles in Southern  A ngola was forced onto 
the front page of South A frican new spapers 
in N ovem ber last year.

High conscript casualties — 21 S A D F  ca
sualties in 14 days — w ere announced  by the 
SA D F. D etails o f the battles w ere provided 
by the A ngolan News A gency (A ngop) and 
foreign news crews.

Since then, progress o f the battle  has had 
to be gleaned from  spo rad ic  and notoriously 
vague S A D F  press releases, the occasional 
foreign news report, and the w hispered ac
counts o f South A frican conscrip ts who w ere 
there.

T he most telling press releases — which in
dicate that the battle  is going horribly w rong 
for the  S A D F  -  have been  th e  casualty  
figures. Since Septem ber, the S A D F  has an 
nounced over 46 com bat dea ths — 37 of them  
conscripts.

This figure does not include d ea ths am ong 
its black battalions, which bear the b runt of 
the com bal.A ngolan sources put the S A D F 
casually figures closer to  140.

T he scale and intensity of the fighting for 
the strategically-pivotal C uito  C uanavale has 
never been equalled  in the 13-year-old A ngo
lan war. For the first tim e the use of tanks by 
the Soulh A fricans, and  poison gas by their 
opponents, was announced  by the SAD F.

T he A ngo lans a re  using so p h is tica ted  
helicopter gunships, and advanced Mig- 23 
fighter aircraft.

The ballle  has also provided indications 
that South A frica has lost its crucial air supe
riority in the region. FA PLA  pilots and gun
n e rs  have u n d e r ta k e n  te n -y e a r  tra in in g  
program m es.

W ith sophisticated  radar protection, A n
golan troops have supplied South African 
readers with a num ber of reports of missing 
or dead  S A D F  pilots. A ngop says the SADF 
has lost six aircraft since Septem ber.

Indeed, the shift to artillery, rather than air 
bom bardm ent, o f Angolan positions in Cuito 
C uanavale, indicates an im portant change in 
the m ilitary balance of power in the region.

W hile the battle  was on the go, the first 
m ajor signs o f discontent am ong South A fri
can and allied forces surfaced -  400 South 
W est A frican T errito rial Force troops were 
rep o rted  to  have refused to  fight in Angola.

As the d irec to r o f R hodes University’s In
stitu te  for Social and Econom ic Research, 
P rofessor P e te r Vale, has argued, Cuito C ua
navale may well "be a bridge too far for the 
SADF."

A  w ithdraw al o f S A D F troops from A ngo
la was announced  in D ecem ber. However, 
last m onth the S A D F  announced the with
draw al "was slowing",One w onders how a 
w ithdraw al which has taken four m onths 
could possibly slow any m ore.

It is easy, possibly a cliche, to  com pare 
Soulh A frica’s A ngola to  A m erica’s Vietnam. 
T here  are, afte r all, many sim ilarities. Bui 
the re  is a m ajor d ifference. T he A m erican 
public knew w hat was going on in V ietnam , 
and the re fo re  pul a stop  to  the war. W e don ’t 
know.
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CONCERNED ABOUT 
YOUR CALL-UP?

VISIT ECC’S CONSCRIPTION ADVICE 
BUREAU EVERY WEDNESDAY 2-5pm  
IN THE STUDENTS’ COUNSELLING CENTRE

Issued by the End Conscription Campaign Expires: 1 September 1988
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St GEORGE’S HALL 
THURS 24th 7 =30 pm

Speakers: 
■Bishop Russell

-NAMDA doctor 

-Black Sash
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