
Two Western JouynaMsIs Write On

REACTIONS TO THE KBOSCHOV 
REPORT IN U.S.SA A PEOPLE’S

DEMOCRACIES
Th e  revelations in Kruschov’s 

report to the 20th Congress 
of the Soviet Communist Party 
of what U.S. Communist secre
tary Eugene Dennis termed, in 
an article reprinted by Pravda, 
**the shocking crimes and crass 
violations of socialist law and 
ethics” which marked the twenty 
years before Stalin’s death, have 
been placed fully before the 
people o f the Soviet Union and 
the People’s Democracies.

The facts have been bluntly put. 
Take the words of the Dennis 
article which appeared in Pravda:

“The crimes and brutalities that 
sullied the latter period of Stalin’s 
leadership are unforgivable. Nor 
did they have any historical or 
political ‘necessity.’ Nothing can 
justify the use of tortures and 
rigged trials; large-scale deporta
tions; provocative and chauvinist 
actions as in the case of Yugo
slavia; the persecutions of Jewish 
doctors (Ukrainian and Russian 
doctors were also involved, says 
Pravda in a footnote) and snuffing 
out the lives of more than a score 
of Jewish cultural figures.”

What has been tiic clTcct of these 
disclosures in the socialist coun
tries?

Two independent journalists, 
Cedric Belfrage and John Freeman 
have just completed tours of these

countries and here are extracts 
from their reports.

CEDRIC BELFRAGE, after set
ting out some of the injustices, 
comments:

npH E R E  has been endless discus
sion of how to prevent such 

horrors recurring; eyes turned at 
first backward now look ahead, and 
the predominant emotion is one 
of intense relief.

The feeling I get here is that 
the inhibited “Russian soul” re
action to such revelations is much 
harder to find in Russia than in 
Western countries.

It is one thing to have mentally 
accepted, as millions in the West 
did, that capitalism was prepared 
to act with total ruthlessness to 
defeat the socialist revolution; it is 
another to have been on the re
ceiving end of the indescribable 
and incalculable savageries perpe
trated here by capitalist powers in 
the past 40 years.

People are bound to think rela
tively, and to the Russians the 
revelations of the Stalin-era crimes 
against the innocent are grievous 
and horrible but of small dimen
sions compared with what they 
saw and experienced in the civil 
war and W’orld War II years.

"Past Cannot Be Mended"
They see a process of action and 

reaction in all this bloodshed and

do not much care for being lec
tured by kindly Westerners, whose 
countries have been guilty of 
almost everything but have ex
perienced almost nothing. The past 
cannot be mended and the question 
of establishing a regime of justice, 
peace and abundance for all 
humanity remains.

If one seeks to pin guilt one can 
consider the historic lack of civil- 
liberties standards in Russia, or 
the activities of many “quiet 
Americans” in Washington; but 
most of all it must be seen in the 
context of the cold-war hysteria 
which has gripped both East and 
West.

Police power to act indepen
dently has already been stopped, 
the Lubianka prison is empty, and 
a drastic overhaul is now being 
made of the penal system.

Windows Open

EISENHOWER - NIXON TICKET 
STILL UNCERTAIN

Medical Reports Derided
NEW YORK.—In spite of the insistence of the UJS. press—almost 

entirely Republican in sympathy— t̂hat it is cut and dried tiiat the 
Republican candidates for president and vice-president will be Eisen
hower and Nixon, this is still far from certain.

With windows now open to the 
world, the revolutionary Soviet 
government seems to be seriously 
studying for the first time what it 
should and must borrow from the 
West’s basic guarantees against in
justice, for which generations of 
Western progressives have fought.

In a later article Belfrage has to 
say:

“Khrushchev is popular in many 
circles but one often hears: ‘He 
talks too much’.”

There are no longer any sacred 
cows. Few believe Stalin was as 
bad as he is now painted, and 
many still revere him — but of 
course with reservations. The 
hideous Stalin busts which littered 
Moscow have almost gone, but 
pictures of him remain all over 
town and one observes absolutely 
no reaction to them whatever.

It seems too early yet for a new 
outburst of rank-and-file initiative; 
but my impression from the extent 
of the new criticism is that it will 
soon be seen, and will surprise 
those who have nothing but the 
“Stalinism equals socialism” theory 
to cling to.

The Republican leadership sees 
the present incumbents as the ideal 
candidates. They would be happy 
with Eisenhower in power, for he 
is popular and does just what they 
tell him. And they would be even 
happier if Nixon were to succeed 
the President in the event of his 
death, for Nixon does what they 
want without even having to be 
told.

But so unpopular is Nixon among 
the workers that the Democratic 
slogan, “A vote for Eisenhower is 
a vote for Nixon” is already having 
its effect. Unless the Republicans 
can convince the voters with their 
barrage of medical reports that 
Eisenhower is now as fit as ever, 
there is expected to be a steady turn 
away from their presidential ticket.

These medical reports are now 
fairly universally derided. The 
President’s health is so obviously 
far from good that his recent 
comment at the Panama confer
ence of South American govern
ment leaders—“I can keen going 
on”—simply emphasised the fact 
that he was a very sick man.
In the circumstances progressives 

are concentrating their activities on 
forcing the Democrats to present a 
true alternative at the elections with 
a policy of peace, better living con
ditions and racial equality.

WAR CRIMINALS CONTROL 
GERMAN ATOM RESEARCH

Warning Ry Social Democrats
BONN.—Following a sharp warning by the West German En

gineering Workers’ Union that Krupps and other big monopolist 
war criminals were taking control of nuclear research, West Ger
many’s Social-Democrats called last week for public control of 
nuclear development.
Erich Ollenhauer, Social-Demo

cratic chairman, warned that the 
war criminals might not use atomic 
energy exclusively for peaceful pur
poses.

He urged that a policy of dis
armament be pursued as the only 
guarantee for international relax
ation and the only way to achieve 
German reunification. Adenauer’s 
“policy of strength” had not 
brought the country a single step 
forward, he declared.
Indeed, West Germany’s relations 

with the Soviet Union were worse 
than any other country. Adenauer’s 
belief that rearmament could force 
the Soviet to agree to reunification

on Adenauer’s terms had been 
proved wrong.

The Social-Democratic Party 
would continue to work for a 
European collective security system 
and in the next parliament would 
do all in its power to abolish the 
conscription law. (East Germany 
which has only a volunteer army 
last week offered asylum to any 
young German faced with conscrip
tion.)

Supporting the call made in the 
House of Commons by Sir Anthony 
Eden for improved relations with 
the Soviet Union, Ollenhauer re
peated his party’s demand that West 
Germany withdraw from NATO.

The situation is very fluid here 
because people think and talk of 
their state not as something tliat 
has been made, but something they 
are still making.

"It Means It"
When the Central Committee re

minds the nation that “history is 
made by the people,” it says it as 
if it meant it.

Khrushchev’s ire was roused by 
a collective farmer who told him 
he was “living fine” and then dis
played the sort of house inhabited 
by the most wretched of Dixie 
sharecroppers. He told the farmer 
it wasn’t so bad to kid him 
(Khrushchev) but it was a disgrace 
so to kid himself. In asking the 
people to kick harder and more 
often, the leaders are, however, 
taking a calculated risk, as the 
C e n t r a l  Committee resolution 
makes clear.

The recent, quickly-squelched 
Poznan “uprising,” in Poland 
where there has been a major 
purge of the police, was a reminder 
of Washington’s $100 million kitty 
for subversion in socialist coun
tries to which another $25 million 
were just added. The casing of 
entry and other restrictions on 
foreigners, among other drastic 
reforms already undertaken, makes 
the “quiet American” provoca
teurs’ job enormously easier.

IN A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT 
IN THE NEW STATESMAN 
AND NATION (JULY 21), THE 
BRITISH JOURNALIST JOHN 
FREEMAN HAS THIS TO SAY 
ON THE DEVELOPMENTS IN 
THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRAOES:
^ y H E N  I set out I was preoccu

pied with the task of inquir
ing about the political changes 
which were expressed by the 20th 
Congress. What were the nature of 
the changes? What were the forces 
behind them? Were they likely to 
be permanent? Before I had been 
very long in Poland, the first of 
the countries I visited, I found that 
these questions cannot be intelli
gently a s k e d  or intelligibly 
answered without a thorough 
examination of the nature of a 
People’s Democracy.

The western conception of the 
base on which recent policy 
changes have taken place is 
muddled and inadequate; and it is 
impossible to assess the changes 
without a much closer examina
tion of what is changing.

Nor, despite the cruelties which 
have been perpetrated, despite the 
disappointment at low living stan
dards, despite the dislike of 
leaders who have too often shown 
themselves more conscientious as 
Russian stooges than as Socialists, 
do I believe in the existence of a 
general will to change the system 
back to the capitalism or “capita
list feudalism” which preceded it.

What are the les.sons to be learnt, 
Freeman asks later:

Outmoded—Useless
The first is obvious; it is that 

western policies and propaganda 
directed towards “liberating” the 
People’s Democracies are out
moded and useless. Especially does 
this apply to the activities of the 
emigres. It may not be generally 
understood in Britain how much 
the attitude of the western powers 
seems in the People’s Democracies 
to be dictated by the special in
terests of groups of emigres who 
are largely discredited in their 
native lands.

Again and again I was asked 
whether I realised the harm done 
by some of the emigre activities. 
N or did these complaints come 
only from the leaders or only from 
Communists,

The one person I talked to whom 
I can truthfully call an “activist” 
counter-revolutionary begged me 
to explain the damage which is 
done to the anti-Communist ele
ments in the country concerned by 
Radio Free Europe and, to a lesser 
extent. The Voice of America and 
evert some of the B.B.C. pro
grammes.

First Thing
The first thing to understand, 

then, is that a social revolution has 
taken place in the People’s Demo
cracies. The institutions of ./capi
talism have been overthrown and 
no internal centres of power re
main to organise a counter
revolution. The present regimes 
are in varying degrees unpopular 
and tyrannical; they may—and I 
hope they will—be compelled by 
pressure from below to modify 
their methods and policies.

But, short of war, the workers 
are going to struggle for freedom 
and a better life within the frame
work of their new system.

Creates Tension
Nor is this the whole of the 

story. I should not shed many 
tears because western ineptitude is 
making the job of the active 
counter-revolutionary more diffi
cult, But the stream of crude, mis
guided propaganda, coupled with 
the widespread operations from 
West German bases of what arc 
claimed to be American-financed 
and emigre - manned cloak - and - 
dagger groups in the western 
frontier areas of Poland and 
Czechoslovakia, is doing more 
than anything else, by the tension 
it creates, to impair normal rela
tions with the western powers, to 
slow down the process of internal 
democratisation and, inside the 
leadership, to bolster the prestige 
of the m o s t  anti-democratic 
elements.

Prime Minister Cyrankiewicz 
cited these operations to me as 
being the only factor in the Polish 
situation which could in certain 
circumstances “become of suffi
cient objective importance to re
verse the trend” of de-Stalinisation.

Despite the scale of operations, 
however, I can find no real evi
dence that this external interven
tion in Poland and Czechoslovakia 
—it appears to be much less 
serious in Hungary—has the sup
port of any but a handful of 
extremists and adventurous adoles
cents.

Must Return
The fact is that the emigres in 

the West are facing a basic chal
lenge to their position. If they still 
consider themselves Poles, Hun
garians and Czechs, with their 
original patriotism preserved in
tact, surely they must now return 
to fight their battles from inside. 
This may be an uncomfortable 
choice, but it is the inevitable one. 
I talked to returned emigres, and 
discussed with them the way in 
which they are treated, in both 
Poland and Czechoslovakia; and I 
am certain that for the present 
genuine amnesties are b e i n g  
offered to those who return.



SPOTLIGHT on SPORT

Robert Resha l ^ i * '
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“ NEXT SESSION MIGHT BE 
OUR LAST”-Senotor Ballinger

RU G BY-A  Realistic 
Approach Wanted

r|hODAY almost every non-Euro
pean national organisation in 

this country is keen to apply for 
international recognition. TTiis in
surrection on the part of non-White 
bodies is due to the desire of 
sportsmen the world over to come 
together and compete in a spirit of 
peace and friendship. It is also due 
to the awakoning of the non-Whites 
ef this country coupled with the 
knowledge that the non-Europeans 
have been deprived of their right to 
participate fully and equally in sport 
for the simple reason that they 
happen not to be White.

There is no doubt of course that 
the acoeptance of the South African 
Table Tennis Board, a non-White 
body, by the world table tennis 
organisation has inspired many or
ganisations. A lot of enthusiasm 
too has been created by the South 
African Soccer Federation’s appli
cation for F.I.F.A. membership 
which is uncomfortably suspended 
for two years over the heads of the 
White South African Football Asso
ciation.

Even the conservative South Afri
can Bantu Rugby Board could not 
ignore the f»eling of its members 
and fans.

The Bantu Rugby Board took a 
decision to revive the South African 
Rugby Federation to which are affili
ated the Bantu and the Coloured 
Rugby Boards .The Federation then 
will apply for recognition by the 
International Rugby Board.

It is indeed pleasing to notice that 
the rugby officials are keen on a 
realistic approach. It is apparent 
fr«im their decision that they are 
aware of the fact that they are a 
racial organisation and to get world 
recognition they will have to be a 
true national body.

But let the Rugby Board realise 
that it is not enough just to form 
or strengthen the Federation. What 
wHl be a highly commendable step 
here and abroad, and the only cor
rect approach to sport, is the disso
lution of both the Bantu and Col
oured Boards and the formation of 
a multi-racial rugby board which 
will cater and control all rugby in 
this country.

There must be mixed play from 
club level to provincial level. If 
this is done there can be no doubt 
whatsoever that a Board of that 
nature will have no difficulty in get
ting international recognition.

t L ’ Federation
OlOp I ILLS Competition for

Pnrrc^ the £500 Kajee
r u i t e  Trophy is almost

over. Only the Indians have to play 
the Coloureds and the fate of the 
trophy for this year will be decided.

In the first match of the competi
tion played between Africans and 
the Col«ureds, the Coloureds won 
the game by three goals to one. The 
best judges of the game are agreed 
that the Coloureds deserved to win.

The second match was between 
Indians and Africans won by five 
goals to nil. This leaves the Col-

FOR NON-EUROPEANS
Have your own home built to your 
own design in good locality. Bonds 
arranged over long and short 
periods. 50 Mellville Road, Plum- 
stead. Cape.

oureds and Africans with tw® points 
each with the Coloureds still a match 
to play. I tip the Co-Ioureds to win 
the Coloured-Indian match in Cape 
Town on September 1.

Looking at this competition 
squarely it is just a farce. In both 
matches the soccer fans have not 
had the opportunity of watching a 
true representative African side 
playing. In other words, they have 
been made to pay to see a provin
cial African team giving a stiff 
practice either to an Indian or Col
oured national side.

In Johannesburg the solid Col
oured team was made to play a 
Transvaal African eleven and in 
Durban the Indians played a Natal 
team.

This is known to the officials of 
the Soccer Federation. They have 
accepted the excuse of the Africans 
that they are unable to field a 
national team for financial reasons.

ALTERNATIVES
No one will pretend that this 

reason is not true. There arc a 
thousand and one things which 
make the Africans the poorest of 
the non-European groups.

But surely the Federation has no 
right to allow the Africans to field 
provincial teams depending on where 
the match is being played?

If the Africans are unable to field 
a side for good reasons, then things 
could be done with the greatest of 
ease and undoubtedly with the full 
co-oi^ration of the Africans. The 
first is to exclude the Africans from 
the competition until such time as 
their finances will allow them to 
participate fully and on an equal 
basis. The other is to suspend the 
competitions.

These, of course, are alternatives 
to meet the present situation under 
the present set-up. But there is only 
one real solution to this problem.— 
the immediate dissolution of racial 
football associations and the estab
lishment of provincial associations 
under the control of the Federation 
to carry on inter-provincial compe
titions with provinces having the 
right to select the best players from 
all groups—that will be football. 
And from such competitions it will 
be easy to pick the best-ever Spring
bok team to represent our Father- 
land against any country in the 
world. My guess is that such a team 
will asquit itself with credit.

R fw tn n  Whs said that Jason
DOXLng ‘-Black Hammer” Ra-

debe, the national lightweight cham
pion, is scared of putting his title 
on the line against the former 
champion and featherweight king, 
Elijah Mokone?

Talk to that effect has been ram
pant ever since Radebe won the 
title from Mokone in March. But 
last week the Radebe camp pointed 
out tjiat they never side-stepped 
Mokone. In fact they are keen to 
fight him—but they have not re
ceived attractive offers.

Radebe is billed to defend his 
title against Henry “Young” Sebela, 
the Transvaal champion, in Johan
nesburg on August 24. If successful 
they want to put the title on the 
line against Mokone—provided the 
terms offered for such a fight are 
good.

JOHANNESBURG.
' Dr. Verwoerd would abolish the 

system of Native representation in 
t^e House of Assembly, and next 

I session might be his last period in 
ithe House, Senator ,W. G. Ballin- 
jger told a large Orlando report- 
’̂ >ck meeting organised for him. 
i He told the assembled Johannes- 
btirg Advisory Board members and 
lum bers of the public that he be- 
geved in “ partnership” and was 
against the present system of Afri
can representation.

^frioanists and members of 
SQYA used question time to attack 
Senator BalKnger for purporting to 
represent the Africans when in fact 
his presence in Parliament was in
effective in stopping oppressive laws.

Mr. Ballinger stated his opposi
tion to Isgislation passed during the 
last session, including the Prohibi
tion of Interdicts Bril. On Bantu 
Education Mr. Ballinger said “We 
cannot accept Bantu Education but 
we must accept what we have at 
the moment.”

The meeting passed a vote of con
fidence in the Senator and also 
pledged to support the Ministers’ 
call for an all-in African conference.

Senator Ballinger, seen here at his meeting last week with his 
interpreter, said he stood for a policy of “partnership”—the phrase 
borrowed from the Central African Federation of Lord Malvern.

FREEDOM CHARTER AND 
APARTHEID DON'T MIX
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CAPE TOWN.
rp H B  Cape Town regional com- 

mittee of the Congress of 
Democrats has issued the following 
statement:

We would like to comment briefly 
on the correspondence between Mr. 
Nkatlo and Mr. L. B. Lee-Warden 
M.P., of the Congress of Demo
crats, which has recently appeared 
in the Cape Argus. The controversy 
has centred around the following 
statement made by Mr. Lee-Warden 
in a letter to the London Times: T 
and those for whom I speak have 
no objection to “ peaceful and sepa
rate development” which Mr. Strij- 
dom describes as the traditional 
policy »f apartheid.’

In his letters to the local press, 
Mr. Lee-Warden has attempted to 
clarify this statement and has em
phasised his opposition to apart
heid. Nevertheless he constantly 
gives the impression that he sup
ports the idea that development and 
progress for Africans are possible 
and desirable within the framework 
of “separate development” as re
commended by the Tomlinson Com
mission.

The Cape Town Congress of 
Democrat wish to make it clear 
that the views expressed by Mr. 
Lee-Warden are his own and do 
not reflect the policy of this orga
nisation. We believe that the Re
serves and the idea of separate de
velopment are part and parcel of 
the policy of apartheid which we 
reject totally. The Reserves are 
overcrowded, eroded and poverty- 
stricken precisely because of the 
practice of apartheid. They are in
tended as the source of cheap lab
our for our farms and cities. So 
long as we have apartheid, so long 
will they be as they are now.

Our p®licy on the other hand en
visages the development of the 
whole country for the benefit of all 
South Africans. We believe that our 
full human and economic resources 
should be used to this end. In such 
a national plan the concept of “Re
serves” can play no yart.

The constitution of our organisa
tion embodies the Freedom Charter, 
now the joint national policy of the 
African National Congress, the 
South African Indian Congress and 
the South African Coloured Peo
ple’s Organisation. It calls for full 
and equal rights for all regardless 
of race, colour, sex or belief. We 
believe that the Freedom Charter 
is the alternative to the Nationalist 
policy of apartheid which drives the

races apart, fosters hatred and must 
end in complete chaos. Only a 
policy which ensures full and equal 
rights for all our people will en
able us to build a free and prospe
rous South Africa.

“Russian” Leader 
Says Police Racked 

His Gang
(Continued from page 1)

The “Russians” were promised 
protection as they had beon given 
in the past and even exemption 
from permit arrests if they attacked 
people in Newclare North described 
as “ bad people.”

The “Russian” leader then told 
the people that the very name 
“Russians” and his own nickname 
“Seporo” had been given to them 
by the police at Newlands police 
station during the days of the 
trouble at Newclare.

The meeting was a sign that the 
struggle against the permit syste;*n 
in Newclare has ended the long
standing tension between the peo
ple in Northern Newclare and the 
“Russians” across the railway line 
in the South and is bringing about 
unity.

Before the meeting a procession 
of people from the North was met 
at the railway bridge by leaders of 
the Seuth and the joint crowd made 
an impressive sight as they marched 
to the meeting, place.

Within minutes the ^ u a re  was 
all the colours of the rainbow with 
Comgress colours and Basuto blan
kets.

“Seporo” called for peace in 
Newclare and a united struggle 
against permits and oppression. He 
urged that reiwesentiations be made 
t'> the authorities about the permit 
system still new in Newclare.

All speakers stressed the new 
unity won in the area.

Banned
JOHANNESBURG.

Mike Muller, former general 
secretaiy of the Textile Workers’ 
Industrial Union, was served with a 
fresh banning order last week, pro
hibiting him from attending all 
gatherings for a further period of 
five years.

Women's Conference 
This Week-end

JOHANNESBURG. 
Hotfoot from the Pretoria protest, 

women of all races will go to the 
sveond national conference of the 
Federation of South African Wo
men, to be held in the Trades Hall 
on Saturday and Sunday, August 11 
and 12.

On the conference agenda are the 
struggle against passes, to be intro
duced by Miss Bertha Mashaba; the 
Group Areas Act (Mrs. Fatima 
Seedat); the Cape municipal vote 
(Mrs. Katie White); the Bantu Edu
cation Act (Mr. Robert Resha).

The Federation conferense will 
also adopt a constitution and elect 
national office bearers and an execu
tive.

BIRTH
To Mary and Bennie Turok q son 
born August 7 at the Booth. Both 
well.

OPTICIANS
Wolfson & De Wet, F.N.A.O. 
(Eng.), Qualified Sight-testing and 
Dispensb.g Opticians, 4 King 
George Street (between Bree and 
Plein Streets), Johannesburg. Please 

note Change of Address.
Phone 22-3834 

20% Reduction to Africans

EXPERT WATCHMAKERS
Reasonable prices and guaranteed 
workmanship. For Cycles, Watches 
and Jewellery come to Klaff’s Cycle 
Works, 82 Harrison Street, Johan
nesburg. New Age readfers will re
ceive a special discount on all new 
watches bought. Managed by Issy 

Heyman.

YOUR P O R T R A IT - 
WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHS 

CHILDREN’S PICTURES

ELI WEINBEBG
The New Age Photographer
11, Plantation Road, Gardens, 
Johannesburg. Phone 45-4103

THE BENONI BRANCH 

OF THE

S.A. Women's Federation

Thanks all who took 
part in their Concert on

Sunday 29th July, and

all who helped to make 
it a great success.
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