
conscious areas of the Southern States the White people 
have not only co-operated in this work, but also 
Scouting; among TThite Boys has increased one district 
alone showing a forty per cer.t increase in two years.
In Kenya there are African Sooute organised separately 
from the European Scouts.
The letter of the Divisional Scout Commissioner, 
already mentioned, shows that there would be very 
considerable and perhaps bitter opposition to the 
inclusion of Non-Europeans in the Scout organisation in 
the Union. I believe this would also be true in 
Southern and Northern Rhodesia. If a separate Non- 
European Scout organisation were developed it could be 
run separately from the European organisation and 
perhaps be directly affiliated to International Head­
quarters. The use of the Scout hat, emblem and badges 
might however cause difficulties.

Recognition of Pathfinders as the Non-European section 
of the Scout Movement in Southern Africa

This could be done in the following ways:-
(a) The Pathfinder organisation to remain e. separate 

. entity but given 50 $  or some such r apt? e sent at ion
on the Scout Councils of the Union, Southern 
Rhodesia and Northern Rhodesia..

(b) The Pathfinder and Scout organisations to be 
controlled by their own Councils, subject to a 
Federal Council of both bodies.

(c) The Pathfinder- organisation to be reJtognised
as a separate, autonomous body affiliated directly 
with the International Scout headquarters, but 
inter-relations of Pathfinders and Scouts to be > 
discussed from time to time by Joint Advisory 
Committees in each.of the areas - the Union, 
Southern Rhodesia and.Northern Rhodesia.

It is not likely that (a) would be given any 
consideration by the Scout Councils for it would 
eventually result in the European section becoming 
subservient to the numerically greater Non-European 
section. would
Either (b) or (c) probably..bp preferable, to the 
European seotion but would mean that the Pathfinder 
Movement would pass out of the o^ntrol of the 
Scout Councils. It seems to me that the-only way in 
which the Scout Councils ©an retain control of the 
Non-European work î-s by the admission of Non-Europeans 
as full Scouts or by (b) above, i .e . through a Federal 
Council. As the Pathfiiider movement grows and' as 
Non-Europeans become more self-conscious they, will 
Tieoome more and more restive under the control of a 
body that neither knows ■ t^l^ npr'-is direatly concerned 
with them. I honestly 'think that the Scout Movement 
would be well advised to recognise the inevitable 
npw: and to seek the ways and means of securing the 
confidence and goodwill of -Non-Europeans either by 
their admission as Scouts under the first alternative 
or (b) in the second,
The Pathfinders are a source of embarrassment to the 
Union. Scouts especially in. their discussions with 
the Afrikaner national movement - the Toortrekkers.
From this, angle 2 (c) • ......  appears to be the
alternative which will give the Scouts greatest 
freedom in their "pour-parlers" with .the i Voort- 
rekkers and it would give the Pathfinders -the 
greatest freedom for adaptation along lines^most suit­
able to African conditions ... . 4

•' . 3 .v/ ..- o ;; r<». - In -



In these three alternatives under 2. it is assumed 
not only that the Pathfinder organisation would be 
retained but also that the Pathfinder emblems and 
badges would be retained as well.

3. Complete separation from the Scout Movement both at home 
and abroad find development of' the Pathfinder Kovement 
as a purely Xfrican Movement
TiTTs not likely that this would meet with much support 
from the Non-European people who are becoming more and more 
into contact with world movements. They will not 
be satisfied with a purely African movement unless and 
until ardent nationalism is developed amongst them.
Even then their nationalism would be manifested in 
demands for inclusion in movements and privileges at 
present denied them.

4-. The Pathfinder Movement to continue as at present
Many of us who are most intimately connected with the 
organisation feel that it would have been so much 
better for the progress of the Kovement had it been 
possible to avoid these discussions for some time longer. 
There is still such a great deal to be done to make the 
Movement an effective instrument for the welfare of the 
Non-European boy and these constitutional discussions 
are most distracting. Nevertheless, we dare not ignore 
these symptoms of uneasiness and dissatisfaction.
It is our duty to understand the causes of unrest in the 
Pathfinder Movement and to do our best as leaders to 
rid it of disturbing influences. It would be a great 
mistake to gloss.over the trouble merely because we 
do not wish to be troubled or to cause discomfort to 

... ... the Soout Council.

Ever since the Pathfinder Movement was started in 1922 its 
leaders have kept in mind the vital importanbe of goodwill and co­
operation between Black and TThite, and, while holding on to the 
principle of equality of opportunity in the Snout Morement for all 
races, they have been content to secure the advancement of the 
Pathfinder Movement step by step and ‘tc;vh«p« for the eventual 
inclusion of the Non-European boy in the Scout Movement on terms that 
will satisfy his self-respect and ensure fair treatment.

It is however impossible to ignore the fact that growing 
racial consciousness is making the position of Pathfinder leaders - 
both European and Non-European - increasingly difficult, and it is 
most necessary that this factor in the situation should not be 
ignored. However consciontiously we may try t® inculcate the 
spirit of brotherliness in Pathfinders our efforts may be vitiated 
if the boys are being subjected from without to the pressure of 
hostile Native or Coloured or Indian opinion. And if our own 
organisation lends itself to taunts against the self respect of 
Pathfinders it may prove contributory to racial friction and ill 
will. European leaders must keep their ears to the ground in 
this matter lest they should find themselves cut off from the main 
body of Non-European opinion on the one side or from the main body 
of European opinion on the other. Principles must always be related 
to situations. The Pathfinder Constitution of 1932 however well 
designed it is, may well prove unacceptable and out-of-date in 1935- 
Race relations are dynamic not static.

It would be a catastrophe if while building up an 
extensive Pathfinder Movement we, at the same time made it the 
cause of increased racial bitterness. It is therefore our duty to 
conaider and re-consider and consider again as often as may be 
required by changing situations, the relaticn of the Pathfinder 
Movement to other Movements.

— D i v i s i  n n a  —



Divisions should, examine the whole position with care and 
discretion and advise the headquarters Council both on the Btate* 
of the Movement in their areas and upon the measures that should 
be taken to ensure peaceful racial relations and the welfare of 
the Movement. Can they give information as to the extent of the 
unrest as reflected In the resolutions from the Transvaal and 
Gr iqualand West?

I have considered it my duty as Chief Pathfinder to analyse 
in this statement the present and possible future relations 
between the Scout and Pathfinder Movements and I hope that I 
have done so adequately and without undue bias. I wish however 
to urge two considerations upon those who will have this memorandum 
before them.

1* Our first duty is to seek the ultimate welfare of 
the Non-European boy - Bantu, Coloured or Indian.

2. His welfare depends upon the maintenance and
development of racial goodwill between all sections of 
the population. : To what extent, then, can the 
Pathfinder Movement press for the admission of the 
boy into the Scout Movement without injuring racial 
relations between White and Black in Southern 
Africa? Our answer to this question must influence 
our judgment in choosing from the alternatives set 
out earlier in this memorandum.

J.D . Rheinallt Jones 

CHIEF PATHFINDER
V1' — --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Glandwr,
Florida, Transvaal,

22.10.33.



Qal dfieldt Icing,
C/f Kloff s'icl ro* ttreete,

■  j&utft* p s w r w .

b i n  mx. lvieional Coamioniansr,

26 19J3.

ttith refemtt* to the *«qui3t unde fey the ftfctnfindor sove- 
nsnt rfpxo^m UiUst nt the recant Union -oout Council that their 
boro ahoula bo allowed %o wear the ioout hot with *  distinctive band 
and badge* which mqueet yoa w *u  re«*«bar wet relume* to ftivleional 
Councils for an aspretsion of opinion, I would like to *et out for 
you* consideration certain aepeeta of th« M t t w  which appeal to ue 
up h»re.

Is the first ol^ce 1 ant to stress tho point thet the r^H* 
finder aovewant wet xiret iaitietad and brought under th# ontrol 
of the aojr ?oeutt At«oolotion at the request of leaders of tbo 
Irantva*l coloured coranlty. Tbo franovas1 tfoy Scents Association 
wat approached repeatedly frou i9l> to 191# by that coloured 
oovttunity for p mission to forw 00 lout ad tcout Trops and in April 
1919. at tho instance of tha fr a n s ^ a  Association, tho Onion chief 
vcout, after having consulted with tho friuc Minister, Oeneral rotha, 
agread to tho colour ad wovenisnt in tho Transvaal beina; controlled by 

| ^ * o o u t  ioveeeat, iubjjctjfr^ ^ _____ ____________ _______  ___
M w i a g i f c i t o ^  r d o O e jn a j 
iovauat adoordin^ly sstai

original eoloure 
1 in July 19l9»iTiafted in tha fransva* 

under tha nano of **ha Track*r*- baing governed by tha Ttaam al 
iocut Council under *ules laid down by it which provided for, intar 
&1U . a nano and unifom liffamnt ffs« those of tha *oy omit*, 
the designation of thia oolourod ROT^taat wae oban*** to *The 
4 ranatn: 1 Pethftndem* in 19??, and it wee not until 1$?# on tho 
f emotion of tho Union sewt Council that n ‘outh African Constitution 
waa given to tho *P*sthfinder soveaant* undor which a l?nien Pathfinder 
Council wnt crantod. thia oonetitotioo see altered nt tho ra«meet 
of tho Union Pathfinder Council to itt present far* in 19?2.

Ton aro twnre that tho hoy >oouta Aeaecistton baa stlp*ftl*t«d 
that tha tfnvenant aaongat tho oolourod co-s unity should ronain undor 
a separate eenstttutioa, designation and unifom bac%uao of tho 
tpooial oirnu-vatvnooa of tha ralationa betuoan tne «hito and oolourod 
co^annitioa within tho union, it boi%  folt that if ojo^sur^peen beyt 
•are admitted to full ueabemhip of our Association it would ham a 
various offaot on our vurop*«n o^abarahip. Knrthar, ainca tho 
Voortrahkor ^ovanont has cona into balng thoro ia mother v«ry good 
ronton *hy m  ahould oontinuo tho policy of anpnrnto w ao  and unifom 
at any dopartum thorofron -night a^rim*sly projudiaa tho fusion of 
tho tao shito raoaa in on* -cout fj#vanoht ahich ao all to aamaotly 
hn»o lit#___________  ________________________________________________ •**

fJn4av tho pmtant Pathfinder Constitution itt Offlo*rt batro 
tha right to roar tho hoont hat - with a ;mggara« it la true - their 
boya ham the right to wear aearres, their croficianey Badges are 
inaiatin^uiahahln free oura nt n diatonoe, end t do feel that if the 
right were now given their boya to wear the $eout hat, no iiatmot­
ive band and badge muld prevent the inpmtaim getting ah mad that 
ae nade ao diet motion bet*e«n tho 4̂irope«n and Coloured aeetions of 
our homo ant. hy oolieagiuaa and I am  mitirely nniaomtaed by the 
argue ant that anybody ©an buy and wear a «con% hat, that indiPA boya 
ho ao oonst-atly in ttatal and in the Trantvnnl, m& ttmt Pathfmdart 
do ao in the frsntv&el. the fact that we canaot ptnrmi anybody 
veering any hat he liket does not appear to ut to ha any reaaoe why



'

mm
we should definitely sutnorito tne titriAg of the Hatinot w e seout 
fe»t by e«lditr«<i boys la this country and tb-ireby givs official 
approval to the rictloe, whloh approval would alnost esrtslnly Ini 
interpreted In soae w « « * h  at an la die st ion thet thsre is now no 
differaao« bsfcwssn the tiro eeetlons of the *ove*snt.

I would slso realAd you that the trsaevaal ls&ders of the 
H t U i B i w  doveasot h m ,  slaoi it first received its am c»»titutioa, 
consistently aeoesvoured to got rid of diffsienese in uniform *nd in 
other ways to prassete similarity in the two -sevenant s. I instsnce 
their effort to cell their senior branch *never Pathfinders* Mid their 
recent proposal (not pressed) to incorporate the word " oont* In their 
title. 1 d*3 not I U m  then for this, I * •  euro they are honestly of 
opinion thnt the anre their *ove*#nt dan reseable ours, outwardly as 
well ee Inwardly, the better it will be for it, u 4  that any fears we 
nay have of such similarities hein* harmful to our soveaeat ere un­
founded* It is heeever m  opinion ed do not share.

You eill Iso reneahsr that the Pathfinder representatives 
wished to dlecaes yet another change in their Constitution, a ehsngs 
which would »laae their tfovsnant on an absolute equality with ours as 
past of the > arid Organisation, both movements being governed by a 
Joint Federal council,

to all hoped that with the granting of the preeeat cpaetitutioa 
in 1932 this "nibbling* proceee, which hao eentioaed ewer since the 
first constitution was granted in 19?*, would be put to an end, end 
seeing that oudh ie not the ease t suggest it is tine that the Union 
5cout Council should «eke it plain that no alteration in the aoin 
prlnelploe UAderlyiA$: the Pathfinders1 past »ules and fc*gal»tlon* nad 
present Constitution, vis I separate designation and uni f one, esn be 
considered.-

ds you know the Transvaal division has been the pioneer of the 
Pathfinder *ovenent in the ftoioa. e h**ve ‘ions and are most aoxious 
to ooatiaue to do all we possibly oan to foster wed help the ttwrenent 
in the various districts of our Oiwlion within the four ee*nets of 
its Conetitation.

I ds not spnlogise for worrying you at such length with ay 
views sad thoss of ay colleagues on this ouemon. the colour ssaee 
ie I think more scute in the treasva&l tnan ia say ether Province, 
even the Fto» state, and we da definitely feel thnt to recede to this 
latest re<**eet of the Pathfinders would be very dangerous indeed to 
our jowwent, not only here but all ever the country sad it in for 
that reaeon that I have set out our rises so«e»hat fully, ad X m  
sure that you will *iv« the* yoar at meet eonaidoratlon before tecldl&g 
how you sill advise your Council when they are called together to 
oaii .^r  t!i$s question.

I aa eoading a copy of thin letter to the Jnion Chi-f P* thfIndex;

*it» kind regards,

t*a»» .la o .M iy , 

s .* .  HI — » » » « » , (

a n  - w *  w w t s i . u a  -



R.R. 37

1176, Johannesburg. 

October 6th, 3

S ir  Reginald Blankenbarg, K.8?£.,  
P.O. Box 631,
J OHAJtl E3BURQ.

Dear Sir Reginald Blankenberg,

I thank you lor your letter of the 27th ultimo 
onii enclosure which I received on ay return from Cape Town this 
week. X nueh appreciate your kindness in sending to me a copy 
of your circular to your fellow Divisional Commlasloners.

It seems to me to be a very great pity that on 
such matters it seems impossible for me as Chief Pathfinder to 
have the advantage of friendly, informal discussions with any 
representative or the 3cout Movement in such a way as to assist 
in avoiding unhappy situations developing. I do not think that 
It would help matters if I comnanted upon your circular or upon 
the refusal of the scout Council to give the Pathfinder represent 
atlves the advantage of an Informal discussion on the situation 
as a whole. As things are 1 can only assure you that, in my 
capacity as Chief Pathfinder, I do all I can to cultlvate good 
relationships between the two branches of the Scout 'dovemont 
and I am greatly disturbed by the elenentsof hostility which 
are now appearing.

Ilth kind regards,

Tours sincerely,

CHlSr PATHFINDER

J.D.R.J./L.R
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SOUTH AFRICAN BOY SCOUTS ASSOCIATION i f e J T  SUID-AFRIKAANSE-VERKENNERSEUNSVERENIGING

P A T H F I N D E R  H E A D Q U A R T E R S  C O U N C I L .  
P A D V I N D E R —H O O F K W  A R T I E  R —R A  AD.

P A T R O N ----- U N I O N  O F  S . A .  :
B E S K E R M H E E R ------U N I E  V A N  S  A. :

H I S  E X C E L L E N C Y  T H E  G O V E R N O R - G E N E R A L .
S Y  E X S E L L E N S I E  D I E  G O E W E R N E U R - G E N E R A A L .

P a t r o n — H i g h  c o m m i s s i o n  t e r r i t o r i e s  :
B E S K E R M H E E R ----- P R O T E K T O R A T E  :

H is E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  h i g h  C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  s o u t h  A f r i c a . 
S y  E x s e l l e n s i e  d i e  H o e  K o m m i s s a r i s  v i r  S u i d - A f r i k a .

c h i e f  p a t h f i n d e r  a n d  C h a i r m a n , h . Q .  c o u n c i l  
H o o f . P a d v i n d e r  e n  V o o r s i t t e r , h  - K  - r a a d  :

J .  D .  R h e i n a l l t  J o n e s , m ,a .

R E F E R E N C E  / 
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117&T 
JOHANNESBURG.

29th December, 193 3

TO ALL DIVISIONAL PATHFINDERS:

C O N F I D E N T I A L .

Dear Divisional Pathfinder,

By this post the Minutes 
of the last meeting of the Pathfinder Headquarters 
Council are being sent to you. As you will see they 
are rather full, but it was felt that in view of the 
importance of the matters discussed, the Divisions 
should appreciate the points of view that were 
expressed, more particularly on the question of 
Scout-Pathfinder relations.

As you will see the Council 
was divided in its views as to what action should be 
taken, and of course the telegram from the Chief 
Secretary of the Government of Northern Rhodesia 
made a very deep impression on the Council. The 
question of the Scout-Pathfinder relations is now 
of course, in the hands of the Joint Advisory Committee.

For your private information 
I may say I have had a long talk with His Excellency, 
the Governor General of the Union, and also a letter 
in regard to the decisions of the Council. His 
Excellency is greatly concerned lest the Pathfinder 
Movement should, at this stage, cause embarrassment 
to the Scout Movement and to its own friends, and 
he is deeply concerned about the whole matter, fearing 
the effects of precipitate action upon the racial 
situation in the Union.

The Pathfinder Council 
Meeting was a particularly happy one, and there was 
throughout a splendid spirit of co-operation and 
brotherhood. The Scout-Pathfinder discussion was, 
of course, of a very delicate nature, but nothing was

said/



said during the whole of the discussion that did 
not indicate loyalty to the ideals of brotherhood 
and goodwill. I was particularly impressed by 
the keenness and kindly spirit shown throughout, and 
I feel that the Pathfinder Movement is very 
fortunate in having men of knowledge, experience 
and judgment as leaders in the various Divisions.

May I convey to you and your Division 
sincerest good wishes for the coming year, and deep 
appreciation for the services that you are 
rendering to the Movement.

Yours sincerely,

CHIEF PATHFINDER.

Rev.Canon S.P.Woodfield.,
Grace Dieu Training College, 

PIETERSBURG.

JDRJ/EAC.
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Rev. Canon S.P. Woodfield, 
Diocesan Training College, 
Grace Dieu,
PIETER3BURG,
Northern Transvaal.

which Sir Reginald Blankenberg has caused to be 
distributed to the various Divisional Scout Commissioners 
in the Union and I should very much like to have an 
opportunity of discussing this letter with you when 
you come up on the 20th. I will keep the afternoon of 
the 20th free fox such a discussion*# I enclose a cooy 
of my letter to Sir Reginald Blankenberg.

P A T H F I N D E R  H E A D Q U A R T E R S  C O U N C I L .  
P A D V 1 N D E R —H O O F K W  A R T I E R —R A A D .

P a t r o n — U n i o n  o f  S . a . :

B E S K E R M H E E R ----- U N I E  V A N  S . A -  :
H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l .
S y  e x s e l l e n s i e  d i e  G o e w e r n e u r - G e n e r a a l . C h i e f  P a t h f i n d e r  a n d  C h a i r m a n . H .  Q .  C o u n c i l  : 

H o o f - P a d v i n d e r  e n  V o o r s i t t e r . H . - K . - R a a d  :

J .  D .  R H E I N A L L T  J O N E S ,  M . A .
P a t r o n — H i g h  c o m m i s s i o n  t e r r i t o r i e s  :
B E S K E R M H E E R ----- P R O T E K T O R A T E  :

H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  h i g h  C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  s o u t h  A f r i c a . 
S y  E x s e l l e n s i e  d i e  H o e  K o m m i s s a r i s  v i r  S u i d - A f r i k a .

P O S B U S  1 } 1176, Johannesburg.

......October 6th, 1933
R e f e r e n c e  \

n

I enclose herewith copy of a letter

Enclosures

RJ/LR
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