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C O : 'C e j ~ . ^ gl ‘ .i:>.\ ! ? r^ r r - r |l ! r' !  f * f °  ° ? R b t i,°n l 'ted p e ° ° c r ; .U c Front rras

£ & & £ :  t  s a s s ^ t -
history, ri'ie i  - /d o S d -  o? ur !  i  011 ^  crucial questions in our' 
tac.iics and s w J h  f  ery careful evaluation of our work

t r u ^  i ^ i S L :  T O t " i r . * t h J  S ? f eS f S *  W 8 t h e r e f o r e / l ' V r ^  ,

-adopted by t^5  coniereuc-> are soine t o ^ P ^ 0^ *  • De?isi ons 611(1 resolutions 
direction of the TJZ* e«d ' i ^ L f  ° be. decis^ e  in terns of the futur*
dcap oratlc  s t ^ I o  i T r L a S  S J l . J he W8y f0PWard of the n a t io n a l  ;*; .

ofcf S i o « p? s ? icai/ ecis'ion' we neea tostrategies 1-j “ /actors influencing our tactics,
the follojiirf. : * port will, therefore, attempt to cover

a.) ?l;e Fthi-u C.r-icc-s and its strategy

b ,  T;*r. i'eno.. T.ric licveitnt 

0/ Ou;' « t ; a ~ c  protlcus 

d /  Oui- 2 v.vu.r? s~ ratec7

S a it w  .

*? *  5-att of crisis. This crisis has manifested 
st^Ti-t^rGa^-iZ}‘+ y f~  education,-on the labour front, within political 
stru^ttres e^d :jithin economic circles where inflation and recession have 
aasuiea aiarLig  proportions. These are but a few of the areas of crisis.
*  wi-r.h neuxacning here, is the housing backlog, which is today a 
pemanenx e~n’iraa.‘Lc5ion and a political issue in  our country*

S 6 “ ifcta’ ? e =“ * £oisit c'l l> continues to deepen as the forces
ae.elor enc oecome stronger. Our organizations have over

f  years- c-rganisird high forms of resistance - around education.
hign transport fares, against puppet state -bodies '

§ ^ S ^ f ^ S2’-pa?- **^ 4 "S rkir*§ cf»ditione on factory-floors. -*11 forms ........
*4 f Cf atru£€le challenged and frustrated ''

relations if  d ninaTi.cn end oppression* .

2*1. gtaxe re-syrnce to the ci-IrI k j ;
• •

The^goverrsner.-^realised thax it could sno longer rule by the same methods;'
It  ha*, to snap* xz ne* conditions and situations. It  responded by

0*_a process of lestructuring its rule. A process-essentially 
ca_cu_a ,ed to i£5i>:*tar the relations ^f domination, exploitation and •
oppression» 4fc.-Kr as the government was concerned, the most effective 
and vje.._£ azrz\egy was to weaken the forces cf resistance by resorting - - 
to E“ph*evicated r.c-hcds of divide and rule. In short, what they hoped

' ar)* CiX»pt a tany middle- -class sector and in this way to isolate •
Tee wording cj.h&sv

"To realise its objective the government apponted a number of commissioSiB 
311 v;EJv‘^vS, eB*:ecŷ s determine the most effective methods of control*. 
fzS , ĥ-xertaJai end Piekert ‘ on labour relations, Rabie'on security, de Lange 
Ak7 eui.oa-ricr, fcivLlarly, the PC proposals and the new housing policy

e *'~® xh-3 sta-rjts attempts to survive, and preserve Jiijs'theid and 
the current eccnnnic relationf*;- . p ®

vw»p-*aai
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j>/ v f } n / l  in bitween bib business  ?nd the n i l i t  v Ci5SC  e l l i * n c e
© S e c u r i t y  Council ,  c body n--kinc the *• ? l l i t *-y* T**c State  f * .  

de c is io n s  for the c ountry "  i K *fr,ri A  i:T1? ortcnt *nd s t rat eg ic  
n i l i t a r y  and big businest  x l  7  e f f c c t ively  c o n t r o l l e d  by the 

fror, the hands o f p ! n L “ ; nt to E^ ten^ i c  shift* of -

s t r u c t u r e s . .B a v in g  succec-ded in ,»* * ^ e l e c t e d  bureaucrat ic  

the state has c l e a r l y  broadened itc^base  U ‘  I £ n k s '

i x V A K i r  :iv.4 ' u pn \ " *  ~ I1 - t L ' '
A f r i c a ,  through its  pol i c y ^ f ̂  S ° uth ~ * c

nh“ otisTo : u ^ h S ‘S “ “• ? - - - 11 ■
.o,ict‘yu °- ‘ u h i n  “ • * ' " » i u: , : ho

We see ,  then, that  although . . <n r ,

government is c e r t a i n l y  not in c state  ° 5  c r l s i s ' the
otherwise ,  would be on i l l u s i o n . .  c o l l a p s e .  To believe  other

^ n i v e  V( e6ponfici%o  *the ch A V' ”  * “ 1 inS i t E I , l f ' cur o r j . n l s .  ti'onl toe 

t h . t  t h , P? ? o « h  or " *  -1 ”  * " 9  . «e t h i n k

i: b x i£  H i
» s n ‘n r t i °n £ -

5 s j a r "  “ l t y * “ •* “ nity  th=t ? < * » • « *  . • » *  « « • * Vo y

t he  democratic *dvrm njt  ' •......';V  ,v c■ . ■  ' . y ^ v V v ’-j ;•

o f 'o u r * p e o p l e f C K e ^ ^ t L ^ i i * * 7 / * * '  to oppose the d iv is io n

W s s s s s s s r ? ^ ^  •;

3 * B A T  WERE OPR OB JECTIVES WKES WE FORMES ?KE nnr?~ ’ .

ii} Z°t£k* thC ld e o lo S ica l  i n i t i a t i v e  out 61 the  h a n d ,  o f  f t V V *

(11 )  « g a n i « t i o n * ? e? f le  e * c r o s ‘  c l e * * »  e o l b u r , e th n ic  and .  .'

•* of BoJta . ° PPSe th*  AP arth eld  r e f e r *  o f fe n s iv e ; ’

< U 1 ’ “ * ‘c t J ’l t 1 * * . o f  o t ’“' i ' ! * 1 ” *

.v *v« -•« r-

♦I
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(iv)

of our p e o p l e

v > t .  p r . v . n t  t h «  , „ t .  f r c »  , 0 . e , n . a

at l e a s t ,  to make i t  d i f f i c u l t  for then to do  s o .

« f f » r H Cn un f « r « t 8 n a i» S  o f  our people  on i r s u c s .

r o f r n J n f  v V e E ' 5UCh “  thc P . C .  . P r o p o s t l s  and
• oornhof  B i l l s ,  the Community C o u n c i l s  and B l a c k  L o c a l  A i

h‘ J ? r f ;  fc C o l o u r e d  Ka n a g en en t  Committees  and the new * 
housing  p o l i c y ,  e t c .  I

( v i i )  to e s t a b l i s h  a broad  f r o n t  to s e r v e  as the  v o i c e  o f  our 
p e o p l e ,

( V i i i )  to l ink  p o l i t i c s  w i t h  the day tc d * y  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  our people

( i x )  to draw i n t o  the  f r o n t  g ro u p in g s  o p e r a t i n g  o u t s i d e  the  
government s t r u c t u r e s .

4 * gg£ Tfl/.cr RECOE OF T^E P D F . .

( T ^ l t h o u g h  we s t a r t e d  the  f r o n t  w ith  only  3 r e g i o n s ,  n a m e l y ,  K t t a l ,  

e x t e n d e d  t r \ r E t t r n -C£r '  ^  h t V 6 ' d ° r i r 9  the l 2 E t
I Z t Z t t  > Z r e g i o n d . Two re g io n s  o f  the UDF have  been  formed 
in  the eastern  Cepe  end  the  B o r d e r .  An i n t e r i m  co m m ittee  ht< been 

f o r c e d  in the n o r t h e r n  Cepe  which  is  a l a r g e l y  r u r a l  a r e a .  I n ro a d s

*2  t C u n 9 e  Free  S t a t e  wherc * re£ C o n s u l t a t i v e  
Committees  have been  f o r m e d .  Ke are c o n f i d e n t  th a t  by the end o f  the

o f 's o u t h ° A f r i c a f  ^  h* V* extcnded to e11 regions

thfee ®onths a ls o  seen a mushrooming o f  ncv  c iv i c  and ;

the nnpr9Kn^Xat J hese  o r9an isatio ns  were not o nly  in sp ire d  by!
the UDF, but were i n i t i a t e d  by the DDF i t s e l f .  !

Tnab I « *  4 1* 0 be* n ®b le  t0  lncrea8e  oar c ap a city  to reach  th e  people 
t e l l  I * 0Be<“ 1'OUnt ? f i 'Q i t im a c y  for the id e a ls  o f  the Front as 

w !  * *  * n « l t e r n a t i v * ^ r  a democratic  South  A f r i c a .  .

* * *  the tfcou8an«S* vho hrve responded to our news-

* e e t in S * ‘ -*or exam ple, 15  000 p e o p le  a t t e n d e d '^ . *ill Bati ono1 I-»un c b ,  over 30 000 attended our P eo p le s *  Weekend j 
R a l l i e s ,  end more im p o rta n tly ,  thousands ere reached d a i l y  in  our 
a re a *  by our a f f i l i a t e s .  J p L

In  a d d i t io n ,  we have scored major successes in a number o f  
campaigns over recent  sionths j • - * .

Following a UDF c a l l  in the Western Cape , there  were  very low 

p o lls  in the Coloured  Management Committee E l e c t i o n s .

* S im ila r ly ,  people  responded  throughout the Country  t b 't h e 'D D F '

- c a l l  to boycott Community Council and Black Local  A u t h o r it ie s
®*®ctions ̂  •

* The UDF focus on the C is k e i  evoked national  and in t e r n a t io n a l  
atten tion .

* Thousands of peo ple  attended  the NIC meeting to c h a l l e n g e  the 
&o tb e /R ajb ansi  m e et in g .

C
We have made these g a in s  in  a climate in  which the s t a t e  I s  engaged

Win * uP P ° r t  for i t s  i n i t i a t i v e s .  He can  say  without 
-4ar that we have , for the moment, gained the upper hand in  this  

b a t t l e .  And, et no saage  can  we afford to take a step  b a c k .
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ourt h i=  dOC£ n 0 t  h i F p e n ' V£ n e * d to look not only  at cjair.s, but b I bo  at  our p r o b l e m s . .

i be 1CU? C^ ? f the  U 0 F ' o r S a n i r a t i o n s  had been e n g a g e d  in  t h e i r
s t r u g g l e s .  . The emergence  o f  the  DD?

C *  " W  Th€ f a E t  rat€ ° f 9rowth  c r e a t * d « * e i t « » e n t
J d r e w  r,ore end “ ore  o f  the l e a d e r s h i p  o f  the

t h f  yDF  Ce " P a l S " S * ThC r C 6 U l t  V8E that  th€ a c t i v i t i e s  o f
te r .  f ! i } !  J  V I Z  by the  DDF a c t i v i t i e s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s
r l l  Z l e a d  er sh i . Xn e s s e n c e ,  t h i s  m eant  tftat
c o n s o l i d a t i o n  becace  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  for  nan v f i r s t  l e v e l  *

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h i s  pose-, a t h r e a t  to the long-term a c t i v i t i e s  o f  • 

t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  end the  e n t i r e  d e m o c r a t i c  movement .  The

w h t i J en^ i f a fiin9  t k lS  c o n f e r e n c e  i s  to e vo lve  a programme o f  a c t i o n  
W hich  w U l  a llow  s c o p e  for growth  and developm en t  o f  t h e s e

o r g a n i z e t i o n s j  a programme of  a c t i o n  that  w i l l  l i n k  our d a y  to d a y  I 

b u i l d  both1 o r 9 a n i : : a t i c n s  w i t h  thc work o f  the UDF in  a way th a t  w i l l }

We have  also  not been  a b l e  to f a c i l i t a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  the  p r o c e s s

c o n s u l t a t i o B  end d e m o c r a c y .  We need  tc e n su re  th a t  a l l  d e c i s i o n s  

tire tcken or u n d er sto o d  by the m em bership  c f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t a k i n g  *. 

i n t o ^ a c c o u n t  the m ass es  we s t i l l  have  to o r g a n i z e .  T h i s  problem  must 

g£-£C £ r e.sA * 4 ^ L n p rd e r  to p r e v e n t  r i si c k i n e  the c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of the 
U . a a e r £ hj j?.,for mess j r e n ; ;  i o u s n e e s j  T h i s  is  im p o rta nt  b e c a u s e  we know 

that  over the y e a r s ,  p e o p l e  have  d e v e l o p e d  £ s c e p t i c i s m  and a f e a r  o f  

. p o l i t i c s .  We ca n n o t  p r e t e n d  that  the e x c i t e m e n t  the  DDF h a s  c r e a t e d  

p “ t an end to t h e s e  f e e l i n g s .  We must take  the p r e v a i l i n g  

- c ° " * c i o u s n e s s  * *  *  b a s e l i n e  and take  p e o p l e  through  a p r o c e s s  t h a t  

' H i t  ° v* r c ° * e * h e l r  B c e p t i c i s m  and f e a r .  A g a i n ,  t h is  means  t h a t  we 
: ® : * * * .  the d ay  to d ay  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  w h ic h  p e o p l e  are f a m i l i a r .  - 
. and l i n k  them to our p o l i t i c a l  w o r k . .  - ■ *'--*■

r  Thesa o rganizational  problems must be ad deseed - serio usly . -when ve  

•a s k  ourselves  - "Where are a l l  the people  we have reached?  Have th*y 

cone into  our o r g a n iz a t io n s ? "  we find  ourselves  unable to answer 

P r e c * * e l y b e c a u s e  we have not been able  to channel  e f f e c t i v e l y  the 

peo ple  we have w on . over, in to  our o r g a n iz a t io n s ;  ‘ \, ' •
"r ' •* “ . ".J. •- t. ■ ■  ̂ . - ».* ^

° * her d lf f i c u l t y w h ic h  w e  f a c e t s  t h at  the d i f f e r e n t  asp ects  * f  —  

v * ZV v a f f e c t  d i f f e r e n t  sect io n s  o£“ our s o c ie t y  d i f f e r e n t l y .  
In  f a c t ,  the c o n s t itu t io n  and Koornhof B i l l s  are desig ned  «

* * * * . '  to the s p e c i f i c  function  of sowing d i v i s i o n .

■ Vi *PProach these  n a t te r s ?  Do we act  as though we are
a f f e c t e d  sim ilarly  ? Do we act  as though d iv is io n s  on the basis  o f

• r a e « f r * non-exis.tant ? On the other h a n d ,  do we through our • - 
p r a c t ic e  encourage and entrench  these d iv is io n s  ?

What are  the factors  which guide  us ? i s there a d i f f e r e n c e  between 

campaigns in it ia t e d  by us and those which are responses  to s tate  .

? ! ? * *  Z« T° l l l u s t * a t e ,  when we responded to the B lac k  Local 
A u t h o r it ie s  E le c t io n s ,  our campaigns were d ire c te d  p r im a r i l y ,  or even 

e x c lu s iv e ly  at a f fe c te d  com m unities. However, when we i n i t i a t e  the 
s ig n a t u r e  campaign, we cannot a ffo rd  the r isk  o f  entrenching

Thf _ und* ^ vln<? gltjectlve o f  such a camoalon must be the 

« ^—  Pr‘ Tbese  questio ns  w i l l  assume in c r e a s in g  importance

I I L  ln * n sw erin9 them, it  is  important that we u n d e r s t a n d '
lo“ s at  a g iven  p o in t  and that we take d e c is io n s  that w i l l  

V ^ * l f l l  "the aims and o b je c t iv e s  o f  the DDF.



^ K E  FUTURE:

As mentioned earlier, the
plot a course the_prupose of this conference is primarily to 

_or the months ahead. We do this with an underatanain£ 
of our successes and failures as detailed earlier. We should also take

quarters° e the £overnnent is an<3 what can be expected from those

We operate in a period iii which FW Botha beleives that he has a stron* 
mandate from, the white electorate following the 66£ YES vote in the 
white referendum. P77 Eotha heleives that this mandate allowc him to 
proceed witn his attempts at restructuring. This confidence results in 
a strategy which rules our naked repression as an immediate option. We 
see therefore that even though the UDF has made malor gains, gains which 
threaten the implementation of the 'new deal1, Botha has not yet resorted 
to mass detentions and individual tannings, or the banning of the UUP 
itself. Instead, we have seen a shift to harassment which involves 
threatening telephone calls to leadership and an increasing number of 
arrests involving little more than technical offences •• eg motorcades, 

^distributing leaflets, demonstrations etc. This is coupled with various 
v  it tempts to isolate the UDi by attempting to project it  as a front for 

the banned AiC. In relation to the previous years of harsh repression, 
these moces indicate a strategy of gentle persuasion, to create the 
conditions whereby the democratic movement c=n be isolated and cast o^t.

. Yet, all is not rosy for the state, it an international level, Pik Botha 
has been largely unsuccessful in attempts to win support of European 
governments, support so necessary for the state to Regain entry into the 
International fold. : > . •- .• { '

Also, the state has grossly over-estimated the str e n t h  of the junior - * 
partners. Seither Hendrickse nor Rajbansi have sufficient confidence to 
face a referendum. Together with Botha they are trying to manouvre their 
way out of this situation by using flimsy arguments about' the cost of ■ • 
a referendum. They wish to hide behind ’ scientific surveys* the results 
of which they hope w ill be less emberessing than the results of a •
refemdum. -* • .... .I* :L  ' :-V v\ ‘V"- - ”  *' **

(2?he sum total of this is  a realisation by the state that i t  is losing 
>»ne battle for the hearts and minds of our community; a battle which will 
’determine whether or not i t  can rule by consent, or whether the big stick 
must be hauled out and it  must rule by co—ersion. It  is  for this reason * 
that the state is now desparatily trying to prop up its allies, Rajbansi 
and Eendirckse. It has set up, in the case of the Labour Party, a 
ppecialist unit for conducting the campaign within the so-calle Coloured 

community . Already, Elm has been collected. With such backing, the Labour 
^Party hopes to .jL*y the .basis for. an acceptance of the constiTution by rJrir-.. 

so-called Coloureds.

Within thie framework, we need to understand the scope of our work In  
the year ahead. We need to identify certain characteristics of our 
camapaigns in  order to make our task more effieicet and effective.

Our canrv.ign against the Constitutional and Koorahof B ills  must be 
intensified. We must direct our energies towards a fuller  understanding — 
st a mass level of the need for unity ahd an absolute rejection of thwP- 
so-called new deal. '*

. .• . . . • » ••• -' • - - - * - « *• '* * ■ -V .... .
The base of the DDF is  laregly urban. Tet, repression is  at its worst
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bcrbaftc*forced  'traovals0 ^  £ t0plfc who irf  i n c r e a s in g ly  faced 

% n d  fnd * n incre4£ed  P ° H e e
try to inciud th-se farfluno   ̂ -T? Bfd ciruly n a t i o n a l ,  the UDF must

A l r e a d y  we have rcade so*e  ga ins  Th e io^ i  h *''1* * * ? !  * * 1 ^ *  ° Uf * “ * * *  
f i c a t i o n  of t h i s .  P e r i o d  ahead c a l l s  for  an i n t e n s i -

. Our  f u t u r e  work is  going  to be c r u c i l l v  ^
e x t e n t  to which we addrecc  r . ^  f e c t e d  by the marjier end

o f  S e c t i o n  10 r i g h t s  to A f ' i c e n E ° 0 t h e ° r  s t r a t e g y .  The  c o n t i n u e d  d e n i a l

s - a r c s s
x r p f t x K  sss-2!:.^. « •
a r e a s  in co r p o r a te d  in to  these  b a c k y a r d s  o f  A p a r t h e i d  T n J l i J * ?
t h o s e  who cannot a c q u ir e  S e c t i o n  ID  r i o U r  r t h e » d . . I n  a d d i t i o n ,
to s t a r v e  t h e r e .  S e c t i o n  10  r i g h t s ,  are  fo r c e d  to the b a n t u s t a n s

- -?te£pt°£oeco-oct ! ' « ? *  | e ^ e t t ^ ei5en^ / r e l o c a  tion  c o i n  is  K o o r n h o f s  
A r e a K  !  i  £ e l * ct f ew th ro ug h  the Black  L o c a l  A u t h o r i t i e s .  y et

* nadC £ u b £ t £ n t i £ l  g a i n s  h e r e :  we have  s u c c e s s f u l l yh*v* «.:”»ss:iiT
c r e a t e d  u i t  t o , ° r S ™ 1 1 11 or‘ = opposed  to t h o s e  government
A u t h o r i t i e s .  - ^  d l E C r e d i t ^  the E la c k  L o c a l

BU! ^  r e c o g n iz e  to o ,  t h a t  the B l a c k  L o c a l  Author  i t ie s - a r e  i 

In  a o l „ ,  . o ,  develop «  coherent . t r . t . g y  o 9 . i „ . t t t a H  b U l “  '  '

e » l n s t r e a c  of  the democratic  noveaent  over the l a s t  few  years

> ^ c o « nthea n j P V h1^ * ltU atJon * *  iB  these o r g a n iz a t io n s  who w i l f  * 
" U r  fo ld  tar» et* c£ co-option Our  task i s  to bring then into

At  the sane t in e ,  t h is  expansion  b u s t not happen at the expense  o f

.°nu5 f to de—

• 1  j'. j -- - - -• ' - I' . V " *■ ■■ .... . -

these  t t s k !  scenario  of  the next few  n o n ih s .  We see the UDF f u l f u l l i n g  

d i l « * ^ i e i  . J  * I f P Y 5 to the issu e s  which w i l l  don inate
f  1J* * onf« ences- n a . e l y ,  our response  to the - 

c o n I « ? J " ?  * s ig n a tu re  canpcign  and our c anpaig n  ag a in st
till It* Cnrortunately  we w i l l . n o t  have t in t  tfoll

In to  o£r S S i l S . ”  r “ ° ” 1 '  but they must be t a i l *

■ — e^v' ' - v *
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