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enemy low before be was perforated by as m ny pears of the · 
reinforcing army under Gobuza, hich effected junction with Gundwana ' £ 
division at the critical moment and turned the scales ag inst the 
Tahidi Barolong. The latter no gave BY and fled i~ disorder 
throu h t he narro passage bet oen the clo ing horns of the tobele 
crescent. 

. .-
In their '1n'v8siono, the t eb le usu lly killtill old men . old 

omen and fighting men, but oaptured young ,~f~~ ., Y. ung en and 
boys for incorpor a tion in their tribe . On taia occaSion, however, 
tho order was eciflc - flKhun an dalenda est . tt . ~ un n ust 
be destroyed; it must be blotted out , and not i .. vestige of living 
t hing lef t . Obediently and thoroughly ta~~~omman ere trl d to 

<: 
carry out this order of their king . an, oman and child were 
butchered with ferocious cruolty ., and hen all th6 blood that could 
be spilled was spilled, the town woe committed ~v the flames with 
all ito staoks of grain , and the £1081n remnants er pursued 
for several miles to ards the south. 

Among) the slain ere five of T ana ' s ivee - S budio , mother 
of onts hi a, oaela . mother of otshegare and olema; ikgang 1 
Letshane, and Senaanye, also his sis ters Koto and Kotonyane . There 
perished also Lekoma, nd sever 1 subchiefs and the bravest 
f i ghting men amon a hundreds of Barolong 0 eu lties . 

'f ' .;-.'" 

Ho 1'a an , c ped hila nearly all his ive erished as a 
miracle . The women ~ere the first to flee , but ere 1ntercepte 
by the encircling right in the . tebele crescent ad deei stad. 
The cbief (57 years) mad{=! ood his 'escape ,hile the !!atebel 
were tempor ril y pusbed back nd th ir line broken by tbe force 
of the agalatlad1 counter tt ok~ 

f a n ' s people fled south rd tow rde ~musa ( Sch eizer
eneke), but lIere-their ..!roi.tt~ss wasrred by tb&:- oran of 

11' ~\ '" 

Gart Taaibosch who fell on their v neu r nd robbed them of the 
cattle they had saved. s they p~oc Teung to seek 
as lum under hura they ere attacked by a 'tlhaping b nd of 
thieves under enakamor a f brother of chief ahure . This nd 
s toIc the fa r eruaining cattle and treach rousl murdered Tl la, 

c41eH;~rJv 
chief 1'a an · 6 eldes t surviving son . aburs ~ aS/ Pt.'ofuae ith 
apologies for his brothe~ ' D brigabd e . but the injury h d been 
eo ere t that deatituDe ~s the were , the Baroloag could not 
r es t among the tlbaping. ithout even stopping to avail 
tbemslovo of the plantin season , they continued their journey 
n6ther fifty mil eouth, th ir objective boing otlhanapitse 

( l a tberg on the V al ) then the abo de of the tJelek branoh of 
the Barolon , lat l y under ofunelo their est at hit h ne 10 year 
pr evi ously under si ilar cir cumstances (v . p •• ) 

Pl a tb r ••• / 
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Platberg is a flat-topped hill OD the south rD. bank of t e V al 
river six miles east of arrenton. Below it the 01 ka rolong had 
settled ith their miss10naries James Arohbell nd ' Thomas L. Ho SOD 

in 1827, after being toaoed hither nd thither by w rriug trib s 
since their em1srat1on from iechu nsland at the nd of the preas i g 
century Sefunelo was no dead, ad the tribe wa DO ruled by his , 
son oroke . To him therefore, the T hid! rolong of ! na, 

• 
followe by the tlou rolon under GoDtsc ' eEl e for a ylum. 
f 0 partie arrived t otlhana- a-pits . he fir'" to arrive 
T wana and hie T hidi Earolon ~ The chicfes ceo panled by hi 
sone ont hi", rumul 
that is to say thoD 
atebele t KhuD 12 ; 

,Seler Del S ru of tl1e prine1p 1 house" ' 
by Sebud10 , who as no't6d s e1 in b the 

otshegar, olem and their'" 81 t rj ng by, . 
, .. ' '(\N'-

latt r e 81 0 u:ptioed 8 ODe of ' 
lso Sasft 'd ~od1et8o, ' 

ot J aefera t ghter of 

party 1 0 eon in d kb 
ehliba war and ,,1.,4019 of Tl 1 

the seoond house of 0 ala, who 
the stab le viotims. There re 
T wan ' s bah." _ ~ " -by the last hou 
Mekeb of the 'ttgwakete . T 
daughter af Palo a none of the 
who h d be~n saassiDsted by the 
t 0 children ,- ' .girl - Jloutl tal, 

.. v 

tlh piug of be b d 
," 

other SOD - Setlogelo,h d d~ss pesred 
. of tb t to , but tu~~d up me y year rried 

and ehl1ded. !h Tshi~1 party can iete of about ~ 5 0 ~ouls. 

Th r f u ~~s were ot long t otlh ns ~pitse befor ,oroka!~: 
fe~l vletl to the llurements of the young 1do babele, nd . 
. 4uly Ilr.\cxed her to his seragliO, t the s e t1 e dopt1ag her 
children e his v ry OWD~ Th~ in t1 T hi nare, the gr odson I -\ 4. ... ' • , 
of l' Da of the Tahidi e1 b cam chi f of· the S 1ek oln f., ' /< : 

orok t suooes or. The . ooond ~arty of ar~1v ls t otlb n ~~/~ 
pitse was th atlou 01 n - of high t rank in the ' olong tribe . 
Tb y ere under Gont ~ who a ceomp oi d by biD sona ope, 
Phoi aad utla, nd hi stron dvisers - Let p .nd Le po 
ell as his w rd and fu·ture Rutlou ohief i 1 bd 0 het 

for who e as acting_ he tlou party s not num rous, p rhapl} 
only 1 ',500 by f r the gre t r umber . r mat d t orokwcDg 
under a1ketso who fled i tb tbem to onyelats'31a 'to esc p 
the tebele . 

Th settlementt Pl tb rg wa not very: b pl1y ltu te 
from the point of view of ster · upPly nd gr ~ing. The rainfall . 
lso was not bund nt, ahd the terr in i ~ stony nd so e hat 

barren . These eonsl srations h d de the leioftaries nd t e 
ohiefs thi'nk of finding nother, nd or~Buitable pl oe for 
settlement. ow when the popul tion of Pl t erg w sudo.e-nly 
incresed from 8 , 000 to bout 13,0 0 by the rr1v 1 of the 
refugees, the 

It as known that lar C t r cta of unoccup1ed land 1 y long " 
the sourc s of odder, Caledon and Riet Rivera to wards Be utoland 

and .... . ... / 
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and it as docided to explore the po s1b11ity of sett1 ent there. 

t the b gioDin of BY 1833, D impr ive expedition stout 
for thi purpo • It consi t d of 11 gon several rmed 

bort O D und r he direction of th ethod1sf 1ae1oD ri J . es 
~J)bell nd John d 81"4s, i ted by Ohief oro · t s coun ellora 
otlh are nd J cob g kan 1 nd 1 0 some Griquas of eDd 

Earonds, or n8S of J ' n apt in and e Z 81 nde,rs of Piet tj 
(J. d ards: 5'0 Y' ~s of 1 1 ite in ()u "~h AfrT-c ). 
also a nt 0 e of his en under otsheg e nd ok eta! . 
expedition tollow d the (lours of the odder iver at erd • 
traversing oOWltry inhabit d by . shm n nd teeming ith 11 

manDer of 11 and g a" hil ' the river ·abounde ill 

h~opoti, rhinos . nd croco 11 s. Aft r 10 day travelling. the 
expedi tioD c .to tb~ 1 nd they h d in vi ad ucc~ stul , J1 

Q got1 tiona .era COm 1 ted with the auto chi f os~shoetlesting 

in the mis iona~1 a on beh If of ,ttl S 18 a . olobg the ill~ 
that e no know Thab eho lar e pi ce 'of l; . nd lying to the 

est of t~e 0 ledon~ . 

On th returQ Oi:::-th~ e.xped.i tion to atl n -tit ' se, Ohi 'f orok (')). 
in consul tat10n- wlth hi ioaioD rie and OOUQsellO'r i ediat ly 

appointed 'day Qf e igratioD to !h b oho, and eo 011 "a III ht 
e' ly in Decemb r 1833. the town crier nnoug-o d tbe hour in the 
sl1c()eeding day'-;- or t 0 hen , otlhan ~~p1tseu t ," a ev ou ted, 

all net t the to tbe De ho.. , . 

And so it .' pas • thob! fs 

travelled in a " gOD dra by sixteen f t oxeb. 
tr~ lled thel~ The prino , mODg he 
on horseb ok, in kep1ng the popul 
protecting the nd their. b longings fro the 

• re 
oe in order an d 

ccicionta of the 
ro 4 an the surrounding nu hmen d beast 
of prey. At plaoes of, rest, when the dr ught 1m 1 re 100 e 
from the jok nd t~ed off for gr zin and taring, they 
helped the en ' to look aft r the, 4 co bin d thi duty ' ith 
hunting long the ., odder R1v r, aport in 
Gri u fello -travellors masters, both as ark en and in nor 
v 14 lore. 

fter 0 of teady progress, the m1gr t1ng Barolong, 
"7Y\....-

Griqu t d e Ze 1 ere nel iasionari s robed -'lha\)a oho to ards tile end of December. It s day never·,. to 
be forgot co pany fter oom' flY. gon after w.gon, horsem n 
fter horsam D and one ped strl n fter another, 11 gathered 

, ' 

in V , pl 1 form d by two tr amlet convorging 0'0 the west while 
Th b oho hill to ered loftily ' nd proteotingly bov them 0 

the st. The Revorend J. Archbell ft r re ding a soripture 
1 S60n ad invoking God' s blessing on the immigrant and their 

new e ttlement sang . hymn in h1ch all joined lustily. and 
, for •• •• / 
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for the first time since their creation tb hill and the plain of 
Th b cho r -echoed with pralse to God. 

In ccordauce with custom th people ere 1100 ted bull ing 
sites in keeping ith their lineal d cent. orok nd the Sel a 
clan buildiDg on the south ide, whil the Ratlou 01 a (Gontee), 
ad the T hid! olan (Ts ana ) built on the nor~h-west. 

T w n n his p ople r destin d to spe t y in 
cho. Duriog tbis ti e, ont hi s chief's son had ccess 

the re ot st recesses of t wan co un 1 life . Be ttend d the 
secret a sions of tribal council ,ws present t i .nterv1ew with ! 
distinguished ~is1tors, ad in that y got some ele e tary 
knOll dge of men and their tf 1r. Reverend Jam Archbell , 

orok ' s i siooary W' S kindly an who often visite orok 
T ,0 t their home an tri d to intere t them 1 lritu 1 
m tt rs. 1th- w os ' s on - on hiwa, otshegare and olem, 
be lived on t a of gre t fri nd hip nd many informal 
conversat10n with the b d ~he effect of conveying to their minds 
the 1d f f things eternal, d if they di not 11 publicly 
ccept the mis ion r~ ' s fai th, the dens ity ot darkh ss in their 

I 

", . 

minds defi~te17 lessen d, nd it s rem4rkab1B how, throu out 
his l1fe, ont hi ' convers t10D s intersperae it pt and 
intelligent quotations trom the Blble and ret renoe to the 
gre toeas and goodbe s of God. 

ont hi h d an active ind and in ui i ive D ture. . rom 
~is earlle~""ye 8, h s an lou$ to sc ulre lmo ledg bout 11 
k1nds of thing. is inter st h d especi 11y been aoed by 
hit peopl Who h d lw y something trange to 11. He the~cfore 

n ver let slip the opport-unity of ttend1ng meetings ddre s d 

by urope D visitors to Thaba eho . In that he et Dr. Andrew 
Smith ho vi it d Thab cho t the end of 1834 . 

C ttl raiding i s almo norm 1 oooure~o in inter-tri 1 
life, and it 18 not to be supposed tb the rolong at Th ba eho 
h forgott 0 their ins tiate lov tor cattle, or forsaken that 
ill g1 timate way of ae uiring the . Detwoen th ,' nd the othO~ , 
there re con t ot forsya . Th .Tahid1 Earolong r nece s il, 
very poor .y'~T~ were refuge s . They h d been dispoll d by their 

teb le visitors an er nxiou to end their fortun s . hen . 
th Sel k en went out, th r fore to raid or · t a1 Baeotho cattle , 
they were readily Je·ined by the Tshidl 'young men of Ta aD under 

- onten! and ot hegere and olem . So fre uent .· 
. nd 0 ucc ful ere their raids 'th t oshoshoe, " the Basotho 
chief compl loed in 1835 that Ta 80S ' sona ere a band of oattle .. 
~a~ 

The ye r le36 w s one of great xeitement for ontshi 
The Voortrek er part of A. Hendrlk Pot leter rived in 'hab 

and •••• / 

.. 
eho 
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an er eleomed by orok 04 tre ted 1th great kindDes by the 
Barolol'lg chi:fa nd people. fter resting. Po'Cg1eter nd his party 

prooeed d nortb erd towards th V 81 Riv r . At hillock since 
c 11ed Veg OPt 12 mile to th outh of the present sit of 
He11broD, th y were 1;t eked by the tab le of e11ik zi, nd thou h 
th Y 1nflio ed saver 0 sualt1e OD their a s ail ote, they ere 

obbed of all th ir 0 ttle, shee n moat of the horses . 

the help of Obief orok, Rever nd J. Arohb 11 d Gerrit 
sritz the 1 der of the third party wbioh had in tbe e ntime 
rr1ved t h b cho, the follow r of Potgiet r were brought b ok 

to hab loho. 11e ther s DO social ixture bet een white 
nd hl ck, the 1 del'S of th ' e iSI;' Dts, namely Potg! tel', ritz, 

Carl C 111 rs, Re"Verel'd r!. mu Sit, Dd, fter rd. Plat R t1e! , 
11 the r ok d file of tbe trekkers moved free1 

the rolong. The le d rs h d m y conference~ ~ith the rolong 
cbi f individu 11.1 Dd oO~lect1v 1 . sny of hese oonferences 

o tshi culd undo~edly be pr sent t i th his fathe'r 
J 

n. ) 
a in ~ o mber 1836 P~t 1et r d oi~ed to proc ed 

the tebele to punish them or their 8 S ult ,OD his p rty, T an 
i 

sent sev r 1 n 1th tb exp d1tioo under th ~mmedi te 00 04 

of bie elde t urviving . on ot he ' re t while the tlou en ere 
under their br ve gener 1 La po. nd tb Rapulan8 men und r their .. 
chiaf Matl b hi elf, who ot d a180 guide of th co ado, 

zi11k zi ' service t 0 or thr e ye pr viou ly . 
W 8 th n bout 21 ye of g. It is not olear wh ther 

or not he ent Wit the expedition. 

Laving hab oho on th 2nd of J . u ry 1837, the xped1tion 
ent directly Il!?x;$. ero sed th , a1 at Comm ndo Dr1:!t, p 4 

n ar the present site of afak1ng, ad came upon t e M tebele 
milit ry 0 p of 0 eg on the 16th. his village w s on the 
present railway line bet e n steking an Zeeru t djac ot to the 
siding Zend ling poet. Tbe co sndo tt ok d it, ~outed the 

tebel pres nt consisting mo tly of old men . om n nd children 
and 0 ptured n immense booty in 0 ttle . s luc ould h ve it, 
the Bo r comm odo desoe~ded on osega at the ttme hen the 

tebcle fighting men were 1 on comm ndo ad th ir Victory 
of course mueh e 1er th 1'1 it ight other 1 eve. ben . 

112 oye ber nothe-rco ndo consisting of 135 ouoted hites 
an n unrecord d - pos~ibly em ller num'ber of bl ok under otgietel 
. nd ieter Uys ent out and defe ted zilik 1211 t hi resid nee 

payi (g beni) or ilk stakol' on the hol ne River; or 
rwa1 huteo· (the oro of curse , locus criminiS) . g i n 

the Boer wer lucky in that both zilik zi himaetf and hi 
gener lissimo lip! were beeot . 
After this seoond r out, zilikaz1 ithdrew from the e southern 
parts north srds to establish his northern kingdom of tebe1eland. 

About • • • • • / 
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About 1837, ontshl • th D 22 Y rs of se took wife unto 
hi selt t or or coreotly ape king, he lin g1 ven a wife, ,4.ccord1n8 
to n honouredTa aa custom he arried. h1.s oousin otehidis1, 
d. ughte~ of okgwetsi Ph tlhu. A y r fter. oft w s born to 
the union . cd b med Sekgoro. Thi boy aa sooid nt lly 111e4 by 

gunpo drat the geof 15 y rs .t oshan ng. obt h1w h u 
contr cted Dother arr! ga in 1839. and trang rr~ g it w s 
from . ropean point of view, but one wholy in k aping th fa 
custom cd 1 w. Llk br of 'old h rrled hiB b 1f- lot r -
Majabg, dau tar of hia 0 f8th r ~ ana by caols ( ughter of 
. ')lek. of R. pul n ), outshiw hi s 1f b ins son' 0'1 T D by 

Sebu io (d ughter of Phetlhu of a get1. OJ ng, incl ent 11y 
s th 'tater of 0 ahegare an4 oleDlfl. Pro t ni uaian resulted 

, . 
ughter - . u, th only is ue of' th marri ga in 1840., This 

:Buu a in fter years t ken t01feby Tshipin 
succ or .. 

In 1841, tbe:B oloniho b d sought refu 
prep r d to 1e ve haba ono to return to thelr 
of the ~ bele peril by the Dutch e igrants_ 

, orok • 

, it orok, 
countr.y, DO ole 

~here wer r pOrts nd ~here wa fe r dOg the rolong 
th t tter the ~pUlaio of the t la. the Dutcti emigr nts w r 
apr ding them elva over the con u r d 1 nds of th arioo d ' 
the olopo, d it cle' r th t m ny springs that the rolon 
h or erly oceupl d ere ow b log oocup1 d the viotoriau 

Cv 
Dutch igrants ' nd th t the longer _ D nd others r in . d 
in !h ba oho , th less 1 04 they would find to occupy- This 

,-
consider t10n urged them to move. ' ~he f cta of tb1s move ar 

ed 

controversial. be probability 1s tb t Dowing th l ' nd to be ole r, 
the ro10ng just OV d without thought of ek1~g ybo · a 
parmis ion . 

Lea ing Th b oho in thre 1 rge p ties ooor ins to th ir 
o~ s - the tlou 01 n under gont • b sh141 01 und r T a 
nd the R pul n cl n un r tl t th ~1ong p saed by the 

je weu, to he ortb-ea t of Br nfort, oro s d the 
iver( th ) h 1f Y b teen lt confluenoe with the V 1 

pres nt ite of oonptad, oro~e the a 1 R1vor (Lek ) ..... 
little below its conflunce it the henoster tv r nd did. not 
balt tor long t1 n h r until th reohed 
Hill ( ch~vi) OD the 001 Riv r (T1okweng) to the w st of the 
pre& nt town of Potohefstroo. H re r~st s mad to ake 

dvapt ge of tb p1 nt1ng se son . ,Co aDder endr1k Pot eter, 
the gr t fri· nd of theolong w t this time a~ the 001 River 
at plao later to b n ed Potobefstroom. H is stated to h ve 
s 1d th t oroka. 'raw na, Gont e and tlaba bad 00 e to him to 
expres their as1re (for tho three 1 tter) to return to their 

" 

country at the olopo 1ver, and their i111ngne s to live under 

the •••••••• / 

'. 
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the laws an jurisdiction ot th Boer em1gr nte, th t they further 
sked him to guarantee them gainst molestation by the Boer farmers 

while tr ver ing their territory, nd that h issued them pass 
n bl1ng the cl DS to tr vel tarough . er farms on co dltioa that 

the p opl committed DO g ession in the cour of their jOUrbsy 

(J. AS r-Hamiltolu h stive Pol1c of the Voortrekkers p. 54) . 
Ib urrounding farms w re alr dy occupied b tch emigrants who 
kn w the rolan fro Th b cod ere friendly dl posed towards 
the. The all co-oper ted. therefore in making tbe sojourn of 
Gootae, and atl their 01 ns pl ant, nd the id 
of p 1s stren ely 1nco 1 t nt ith the t1 nd circum 

t on 
the south 
hills j 

ot 

~g, Gont e nd hi 
-ts :tsho bill wbil 

nd the 

the rolong at re fro y 

people buil th ·1r buts to the . 
th Sh1di of T n bull 0 

pul ua of t1 occupied th 
1de. The b It ' tlw US 
but tor 80 e r on or anoth r, 

to e l' from th" s r of 
ere four bl nd ....... 1341 t±ll ,theap.,ring ot 1848. 

1 bour in the field on the ived its du re ard. 
ReI tio with ine tch- £1'1 (found d 1~38) 
ad the surroundin a ot until 1845 

t,h t th tlou cl n of Gonts mov s. but 1 t 8 

Dot to go f r. Th yet t ut a, topped bill OD 

the t s1de of the Scho D pruit, nd therefor 1 0 oalle4 
PI atberg by the Dutoh~Eoers. H ving eroas~d the ~1ver they halted I 

at b nk t ot wi- -petl • t pl c no kno .. 
ad ff rskr a~. The remains of t . 1r tone kraals 

re stlll to been on ~be hill nd hav no at d the 
flxalted a k ffer kr al~ .. 

"'.' d n their r 
01 8 at yed behind t r tl 

r 30 yr. ....asid a tb . thre 
had DOVI t 

~"elt~t ;/7o~ of hi 

ng. ontshl. 
tv h d 

ely Onyan , ; 

to ••• ~ ' •• / 
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to Lotlhakane (Rietfontein) and Dith kong where they rrived at the 
end of September. Shortly after their arriV 1, in the middle of 
1849, T wanat no n old man of some 75 inters, c lled his tribe 
together and g ve them fin 1 instructions . 

tar a f ew mo.re eoks tow rds the end of October 1849 he 
e10s d hi eyes in d 8th and s buried il) his 0 t Itle enclooure , 

, , ' ' - ~ .:. 

, at D1thakong in the Lotlhakaue l !, Y a"cor i ns to;, eu tom. " " 
, ~ S(iVl"Ll~~~ ~ " ' 

as survied by his tbr , widows a- ef 'r , d~ugbter of A', '1, B 

k b :J 
akg t1a" 

(1832). • 

oj8D u. and Mgj ankuny n - both , au era ~t arumula 
his other five h 10g peri hed t tbe" sack of unwan 
He ived 1 0 by n1~e sons dausnters . 

arumul , on e:e 
otsheg re, 
ot hiMsi, 

He odl t 0 

J n od 
of the sons subs a ar in 
h~ d ugbters only one is important, 

, ~-

wife of hie heir sod uoce eor 
) 

ER V 

TSRI 'A BEOO 

tory. 
b cause 

l ~ I 

'. , ~"." \ , " 

I .. ,,;;,',~i 
~ ~i';; . . "",. ' .. 

,I:' ~t"g 
. ~1 ~\J 

, -" -1 

. _ ' T na the ' e t:ehi f of the T bidi' elaft .l' t the rolong ' f'~!i:;i 
d been burled secor " OS to anoient oustolll, , ~n' t 0 royal cattle '~"~i\~ 

enolosure or kl'a-a;l '., Lotlh kane , actually i n/!' , ~ t what 1s no 
c 11 d D1tha ong, bleh 1s however not to be ' ~QUfu d 1th the 

ore f ou pl c of 'th' t DS 0 1n tho Vry-bur :' i tr10t hioh 
th6 scene of Revet-ond ' obert off~t r s missioner otivitios 
bef,ore his remcval to urum n 1n 1820. 

The 't" lrY1:.g.8. of chief ' 1., cattle enolo u it 
":!'~- ............. 

, to locate their graves ter few ye re , and I. b ve 
locate T na t 6~ 

In coord Dce with T aua 1 w, fter 'Tswana ' s death. the _ . 
reigns of government re tempor rily ve ted .in his nex eldest 
surviving brother as trustee, until t!'l dace s 'd chief ' s successor 
hould be formally enthroned. Tn t trustee a oah ela 
ffectionat 1. called Ta ny ne or m 11 Ta Da, oomm ndor-in-ohief 

of the Tahidi rmy, m n highly ro pocted by tne tribe, nd 
not d for hi 
assembled th 
'out ontshi 8 

in tal.l d hi 
the mntle of 

oourage in w r . In due oourse this personage 
t.ribe t the royal forum nd publioly pOinted 
to them as their De chief, nd subsequently 
in the traditional m nner by draping hi with 

leop rd skin nd iov stift8 hi with b ttle 
xe and s p r . ontshi wa unanimously 8ce1 imed by the 

exoited populace as the new chief of the tribe. and hi 

praises • •••• / 
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pr i es nd :panegyrics ere sun lu still y y the "tribal 
wer r eat d in oastful vers and florid 1 guage th 

Talon history and especi 11y their exploi te at-- hun 
ssasl:l1ination of. t he tebele Ilvoys 

valour of the chi efs and tb\~~R.. s 
in imps s10ned 1aneuage~ '1 

Bhoya and gele . 
of the Barol ~g ro decl 

At his 8oce s~on ontsh1 wa, of middle et tur , ohubby face. :-~ 

pock srked by the sm ll-pox of 1831, broa d sbaul,dara nd athletio 
, , form. He had " light i m.pediment of speech . his ,:"e" n ing to 

...,;: 

be pronounced sb t • He as note for his ooura '. hi humour, his, 
k indn ss end generosity" " :;, 

ontshiw ' 5 accession not ithout t ho querries that 
~r1 e in nearly 11 successions of polygamous chiefs, especially 

b re the Isr eUtish praoti~ a of the 1 e'Y'irate' or m D raising 

, e d.l ~o. e dece _ (t' d brother. i '.4-1n vogue. ~he fl ~ts wit r gard 
~~~ ~~(JpI4 fj~ '/J~ k'1>~~~ 

( ontsbiw 1~8 follows: on't hi a' s granelf' ,thaT - Tlhutl 
. bad .several sons - Bome of them n tur 1, most of th put tive -

fever 1 ) 1v s. The sons ere ~ u, Tawen a .osh e1 by 
three 1aters; Lekgetho by fOlU'th 1fe ., L 6ae and e one by a 
f1 th, setlh by six~h nd t baka by ev nth w1i'e (s table) . 
Tau ho sould have suc~~~",~,~ hi lath r Tlhutl ~ t e cl'>.1 ft in h1~ l" 

h d died in arly youth, ' perh ps t tbe Be of ftt e ,t/.~ .. ~ ' loa 
t \ ./~ ... I 

arrying or having i 3U t nd so his you S r broth r T 
the heir~resumpt1ve. On th dec se of Tlhutl akg tl , 

after him ot d for n. thous,b h lro dy 

t ir t he had m.arxi ~ Dik n, 
ughter of L shomo, b who h had four d ught rs on17 nd no male 

!ssue. Then he mttrried osole. daughter o:f the R&.pul D8 ohief' 
I 

. olekans. :By her he had fiv son - Seetsela" Tl 'la, ot hagare, 
olema ad Phetog ne, , n one d ughter j ng. T wan then 
rried Sebudio, d ughter of Ph tlhu .,~ th refore 

his own cousin, and ~v out th t b her be r 1 lng eed for 
!~t hi eld r brother long d ce ed in boyhood,, '" 13y tbl step, 

. "1 

f the issue by ebud10 s to t ke }}recedence over.< s ue or \" , j :, 'ol).ildr 12, by pr eviou. ' Ul)iODS or wives, ebud10 being now r Barded 
cer mon1ou ly ~s the if. nd h r i sue i ontsh1w, arumul • . '.' .) , 
Selere and Seru as the childr n at the deceas ~ u. So hile 

\ • • Ii' ., 

, in ,the ordin r) etra! htfor erd y the ldG t oQ Se sel (Dr 
.\ ' 

, i on or brother) should have b en Twansts pr1ncip 1 heir nd 
;. t ( " 

aaor. onteh1 bd other on by Sebu io' being r 1eed s 
£mel being count d to !r u took .. 

VI. D POLICI S 
~ i ' 

ontsh1w as umed his duties ohiet about the en of the 
year 1849 t Lotlhakan. His p opl ere j~ t settling do 

to normal life fts%' much oving bout nd absenoe of 18 y ara 
.. from thelr country.. One of "i ~r-:-I~ta aa to send his brother . . . .... . .. / 
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olema to T~ b ~ cho to r o uest the esl yen Di strict iss ionary 
uociety for s teacher or mission ry. here can be no doubt that this 
s t ep as t aken ,at the instance and a dvice of ,101 m himsolf, who , 
al t hou h he had betrayed t e t r ibe b ccepting 3 foreign f ith -
the Christian dootr ine - at Thab . cho had publiol~ r ceive d the 
expres permiss ion of th ir f ther Ta 1ana to pr atioe thct f a ith 
untramelled. [clems as, oreovor a . an of s tron person lity 
and exceptional gifts e had great i nfluence i~ the tribe, nd 
as in fact ontshi wa ' s ohief counsellor i n vital matters . He 
ould have no .... .I.' eat diffioul t y in oonvinoi'lg thebh1ef of the 

overwhelmi ng dvant ge of havin mis ionary a dvI ser t hi oourt . 
Ol'ltshi 8 him~elf had been wi tnees of:~. the inoaleuiable benefits of 

the n;t i §htene{]. servioes rendered b the .. 9verends James Arohbell 
and ' 'es CamerlJn t o Chief oroka In h i s external ffairs . He 
had tor himself seen ho t he !rench miss ion ries - T. Arbou set 

ugene C s lis and othor s ;" ed nd piloted oshoe hoe through 
,..,1" \ 

the 1. byrinthineintr'ioacies of Europe n diplomacy hicb sought 
nd thre tened to entangle him~ 0 el~e could intelligently 

handle the) i~tervie s and requests l 'or grQZin~h ~r 1.6J)d nd for 
, I 

1 bour, the en~e~s procession af hunting part!es, the di putes 
bout ' strayin .~~ stolen cattle, the questio d arguments 

about the v gue dividing line bet een the Boers nd the rolong 
o otherwise eoul r ad, . , 

nd having re d 'underst cd and ans er , 
the letters, ~~~te - in stately Holl Ddsch, th ~ ere lre dy 

" 

pouring into f~ontshi"a ' s office Uhder the tree of justice ? All 
these things required, nO~, onlY a thorough knowledge of the 
Dutch ad Tswana languages, but Iso skill in ~h~ argument nd 
negotiation in the European mdnn~r - matters 

" ~ 

nor th blc~t of his eounse11ors had ny xperience of . And .. , 
so olem went to Thaba eho, nd h ving plaoed ontshi a ' s case 

, . 
before the Wesleyan Distriot i s10nary Heeting in December , 
tb t body apPointed the Reverend Joseph D. • Wdnr! to be 
missionary , nd with olema he proceeded to nd arrived 
l ontehi ' s town on the~ olopo, in January 1850. 

f 'l nJ.~- Vi' .' /t.-QUC- ~tfM;-? a-~ ~~ 
~~~-- The a ssumpt i on of the ehioft 1nahip by lontehi seemed 

," 

to be signal of dispute nd strife between the Dutoh- ]oers nd 
the Tahidi rolong:,l dispute and strife destined to ~ st thl-OUghOUt 
the long rei of ontshiwa - 46 years. .~ 

I n 1851 some toh farmers came to settle well to the west 
of icbtenburg upon 1 d claim d by ont hi at 'the ye of the 

olopo River , at Poosedumane (Grootfonte1n) and ~t 
After w roing them several times to quit . but in v in, ontshiwa 

e form 1 protest to ,Oommandant-General ndries J . Pretorius , 
newly ppointed Comm ndabt Gener 1 of Potchefstroomnd ustenburg 
districts . Pretorius repl i d immedi tely: 

n ••••• / 
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