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Twenty eight years ago today, wonlen /rcwi a l l  cn;.jr fcJic c o u n try  

united to demonstrate to the world that South African women ' 

were not prepared to git book and allow the evils o f apartheid 

to take root and grow. Twenty thousand women, o f all racial 

groups, showed once and for all that women would refuse to 

accept the oppressive system: We all know of and remember 

their courageous march to Pretoria to show their hatred for  
the Pass Laws.

Now we have the New Constitution, which does ><o more than to 

give Apartheid a new face. Are we going to allow ourselves 

to he duped into accepting this fares.? Ah mother3 , wives, 

sisters and friends, going to ait  bas.k and allow cur loved 

ones to defend that evil and ugly thing sailed  Apartheid. - 

that which goes against our moral and l'elioi.oi'S beliefs?

Can we find it  in our hearts to jondone Apartheid, in any 
form?

Apartheid has brought us nothing but hcartache. High rents 

increased L-ST, no houses, forced removals, inadequate and 

inferior education - These plague us conatarr'y - New Peal 
or not, these will not leave » e  . ” ’

We have to show our opposition to this - to share our 

problems with one another. We have 10 unite, as mothers, 

sisters, wives and friends - wo are tin backbone and strength 

of our community. We cannot nit hack cn:! allow conscription 
and all the other evils. We hax”  tn make a  stand;

Uomen against the constitution is a i.>->up of wor’jn who want 
to share their thoughts and prohlet,* other women. We 1
would like to extend an invitati?n to you aud your friends 

to join ub  on Thursday evening, 7 August 11-34, fo r  a few 
hours of poetry, songe and die an v 9/on*
We look foward to meeting you.

Yours in the struggle

Women against the Constitution.



WOMEN AC-AINST THE CONSTITUTION
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extend qn invi Nation to

PateJ- Thursday, 9 August 1984 

Time 8 pm

Venue Jisua Centre, Suikerboe Street 

Lenasia.

Refreshments will be oerved, jj
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We cannot pay the high rent 

We cannot pay the increased GST 

Our children have to go to gutter schools 

\ Thei'e are no creches for our children

We do not want our children to die for apartheid

Let us share our problems 

Let ua  solve them together 

Women, Unite
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* Women's C harts
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(This document was drawn up in 1956 at a meeting of the 

' Women's Federation of South Africa .)
.. . * I

We, the women of South Africa, wive9 and mothers, working 

women and housewives, Africans, Indians, European and Col

oured, hereby declare our aim of striving for the removal 

of all laws, regulations, conventions and customs that 

discriminate against us a women, and that deprive us in 

anyw ay  of our inherent right to the advantages, responsl-4 

b ilit ies  and opportunities and opportunities tliat society 

offor3 to any one section of the population.

We women do not form a society separate from the men. Thera 

is only one society, and it is madu up of both women and . 

men. As women we share the problems and"anxieties of our 

m«n, and join hands with them to remove social evils and 

obstaclos to progress. Within this common society, however, 

are laws and parctices that discriminate against women. 

While we struggle against the social evils that affect non 

and women alike * we are determined to.struggle no less pur

posefully against tha things that v>ork to the disadvantage 

of our sex.

This organisation 13 formed for the purpose of uniting 

! women in common action for the removal of all  political ,

|i legal, economic and social d isabilities . We shall strive 

! for tha following :

j * The right to vote without restriction or discrimination

j * For the development of every child through free compul

sory education for alii  for the protection of mother 

and child

* The right to full employment opportunities

|i * Equal rights with men in relation to property, marriage 

jj and children

* For the removal of all  laws that restlct free movemenu 

or the right of free association

* Tu b u t l r l  mid »»*■ r « n g t h * i t  woimin' u « « c t  Innii  i n  ' lm na». l n i \ n  I.
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