
BOOKS

M A R A B A ST A D  A V EN U E

Z E K E ’ S S T O R Y :  P A R T  1
Ezekiel Mphahlele ( “ Zeke”  to his 

many friends) is a young man who has 
already made his mark in South A frica. 
A  talented writer, he had his first book 
o f short stories published while he was 
still at school. When he submitted his 
M .A. thesis to the University o f  South 
A frica, he w as awarded the degree with 
distinction —  the first time this E ng
lish department had ever awarded a  dis
tinction for  a  senior degree to any stu
dent, European or Non-European. He is 
a dedicated and gifted teacher. He is a 
capable journalist, and worked fo r  thirty 
rather unhappy months on the staff o f 
Drum, mainly as literary editor.

All o f which would seem to be a full 
enough life for  anyone, and would be, 
perhaps fo r  a free person living in a free 
country. But, inevitably, like any sen
sitive and intelligent person o f  integrity 
living in South A frica , “ Zeke”  was 
drawn into politics. Bruised and an
gered by the hatefulness o f  W hite South 
Africa, he was attracted first by  the bit
ter, sterile “ frustration-politics”  o f the 
“ Unity”  movement. M aturity and ex
perience brought him into the broad hu
manitarian mainstream o f the liberation 
movement. In December, at A ccra, he 
was the powerful and effective leader 
o f our A frican  National Congress dele
gation.

It is a  profoundly interesting story. 
And now “ Zeke" has written it out for 
himself in his new book*, in his own

* “ Down Second Avenue” , London, F a 
ber and Faber. Price 18s.

In this novel the author has gathered 
together a number o f  different stories o f 
life in Am erica ’s Deep South. These 
stories, authentic, human, spring straight 
from  life, are bound together by a sim
ple fram ework. Six N egroes ‘on the 
run' stow  away on a goods train, and 
what brought them there, what they are 
running from , is the substance o f  the 
book.

W ithout unnecessary moralising, the 
life-story o f  each one gives a vivid p ic
ture o f what racialism does to human be
ings, Black and W hite. Herrenvolk and 
oppressed are victim s o f the degrada
tions and stupidities o f  a racially-divid

splendid virile prose, perhaps the most 
beautiful autobiography ever to com e out 
o f A frica. I hope m y opening para
graph has not given the impression that 
his story as told by him self is a cata
logue o f  his academic and literary a c 
complishments. F ar from  it. Rather it 
is the story  o f  what has gone into the 
making o f  the man, Ezekiel Mphahlele, 
tribal childhood in the Transvaal platte- 
land; boyhood in an urban slum (the 
“ Second Avenue”  o f his title is in Ma- 
rabastad), filled with squalor, violence, 
terror, grinding poverty —  with, none
theless, the jo y  and the beauty o f life 
bursting through.

A  fam iliar enough story, no doubt: 
the life o f  millions in the Union's crow d
ed locations. Y et here it is brought to 
life as never before, with Mr. Mphahle- 
le ’s artist's eye fo r  detail; his poet's 
command o f the English language; his 
novelist’s ability to fathom  and to  con
vey character. W e are not soon going 
to forget the Mphahlele fam ily, or Boeta 
Lem or M a-Lebona and M a-Bottles. A l
ways, over all, the shadow o f fear, v io
lence, shame: the W hite police.

“ Year after year, every night the 
sound o f  the bell floats in the air at 
ten minutes to  ten and the B lack man 
must run home and the Black man 
must sleep or have a night special per
mit. The whistle is very near now 
and the hunted man must be in Sec

ed society. The Blacks suffer inhuman 
cruelties and injustice against which 
there is no redress; the W hites are poi
soned, brutalised, those few  who at
tempt to cut across racial barriers find 
their road bitter indeed.

This is not a depressing book, nor is 
the picture painted a hopeless one. W hat 
emerges is the ever-seeking mind of 
man, the questioning, the desire for  
knowledge and an understanding o f  the 
world, so that we know that these peo
ple are not so much fleeing from  their 
past as seeking a  future.

The book m oves to  a clim ax when an 
escaped convict, a  W hite man, joins the

ond Avenue but the bell goes on peel
ing lustily and so Black man you must 
run wherever you are, run.”

Then, like many another brilliant son 
o f A fr ica  (am ong them Oliver Tambo, 
Joe Matthews, Henry Makgothi, A lfred 
Hutchinson, Duma Nokwe) to  school at 
St. Peter’s, the great school that Ver- 
woerd murdereed with his Bantu Edu
cation law. And thence —  Adams Col
lege, where in comparison the spirit was 
poor and niggardly.

Zeke didn’ t go straight to teaching: 
he worked fo r  a  time at Ezenzeleni, un
der Arthur Blaxall. When he did start 
teaching he w as soon victimised for  cru
sading against the Eiselen Report —  pre
cursor o f  Bantu Education. He taught 
fo r  a while In Basutoland, came back to 
Johannesburg to work on “ Drum” for 
£25 a month, though he hated "D rum ’s”  
self-established “ standard o f  what the 
urban A frican  wants to read: sex, crime 
and love-stories.”  A s literary editor he 
was told to  let in the “ wet sentimental 
sexy stories and tough crim e stories,”  
and when he tried to persuade the pro
prietor (Bailey) that the magazine 
should “ produce healthy material in an 
original style” , he was told bluntly 
“ that wasn ’t 'Drum ’s ’ mission.”  In the 
end, having gained his hard-won degree, 
he quit and went to a teaching job  in 
Lagos, N igeria —  one o f the great trek 
to  the north o f A frican  intellectuals that 
is steadily draining this country o f hu
man resources it can ill a fford  to  lose.

Well, that’s where “ Zeke”  ends his 
book. But there's one thing we can be 
pretty sure o f : it’s fa r  from  being the 
end o f  his story.

M.H.

group, bringing danger to all. His story 
rounds o f f  the picture o f racialism. And 
the clim ax o f the story is when a White 
railroad w orker prevents complete tra
gedy. "I t  is a cruel time when police
men have to  be policed on, but it is true 
. . .  a W hite man who doesn’t like to see 
N egroes beaten and killed can stop a
good bit o f  it, and do it easy. He just 
needs a steady eye.”

A  worthwhile book, this, with enough 
humour, action and continuous interest 
to make exciting reading.

H ILD A W ATTS.

TH E BIG BOX CAR, by Alfred
Maund. Longmans, Green and Co.
Price 14/-.

THE DEEP SO U TH

S I X  ON T H E  R U N
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THEATRE

IM M O R A L IT Y  A C T  TH EM ES

PLAYING  W H IT E
The Population Registration Act, as 

well as bringing humiliation and misery 
to thousands o f  South Africans, seems 
to be inspiring something o f a  dramatic 
renaissance: it is a case o f  an ill wind 
blowing a pretty tune am ong the broken 
reeds.

Following Lewis Sowden’s “ The K im 
berley Train”  in time, but leading in 
quality, comes another play on the is- 
she-really-Coloured theme, “ T ry  F or 
W hite”  by Basil W arner, which was 
first produced at the H ofm eyer Theatre, 
Cape Town and is now on tour.

While Sowden took the obvious— and 
since “ Deep A re The R oots”  rather 
hackneyed —  plot about an upper class 
young man who discovers his girl friend 
is Coloured, Basil W arner managed to 
find a  more com plex and interesting si
tuation.

His play starts with an ageing dress
maker and her W hite custom er ranting 
against the Coloureds w ho are moving 
into their seedy suburb on Cape Town’s 
Signal Hill. The dressmaker lives in 
sin with a norm ally-prejudiced W hite 
bus conductor. She is expecting her 21- 
year-old son, who has been brought up 
in the Transvaal, down for  his first holi
day in the Cape.

Of course, in the second act she is 
revealed to be Coloured —  her servant 
is really her mother. The bus conduc
tor w alks out in disgust, as her husband 
had walked out years ago. H er W hite 
ex-custom er hurls insults at her. And 
she and her son are left trying to make 
a painful adjustment to life as Coloureds.

Clear-Eyed Observation

Out o f this Mr. W arner has produced 
two-thirds o f an excellent play. His

main strength lies in his portrayal of 
the play-white woman and her bus con
ductor. Coldly and brutally 'he shows 
their cruel and unthinking prejudices. 
Yet he also manages —  without any sen
timental tricks —  to  make the audience 
sympathise with them in the end. He 
is helped in the Leonard Schach pro
duction by two fine perform ances in 
these parts by M arjorie Gordon and 
James Turner, but the main credit for 
their rounded characters must g o  to 
W arner’s clear-eyed observation and 
writing.

Mr. W arner has also managed to tell 
his story without recourse to  the type 
o f  gangster melodrama which marred 
“ The Kim berley Train.”  The first tw o 
acts were both m oving and gripping, 
cleverly constructed and written with a 
real ear for  the idiom o f the people he 
was w riting about.

A  Tailing O ff

The weakness of the play becomes 
apparent in the third act, which tails 
o ff into a lot o f  ill-thought-out talk 
about the necessity o f  not “ living a lie.”

It is a weakness that is caused by 
tw o things, I would suggest. The one 
is that the play-white’s son is given no 
real characterisation at all. He is shown 
first to be vaguely liberal —  concerned 
that his mother should be so rude about 
Coloureds. His reaction to the revela
tion that he is himself Coloured is to 
stand about in a dazed fashion and m ut
ter " I  hate it like hell, but I will not g o  
on pretending . .

Nowhere in him is there any spark o f 
the real life that blazed out o f  the bus 
conductor. And his rom ance with a 
Coloured g irl rings decidedly false.

Political Innocence

The second basic cause o f the w eak
ness o f the third act is the lack o f any 
real political awareness. Mr. W arner's 
innocence shines through a speech by the 
son: he decides that as a Coloured the 
only alternatives are fo r  him to  become 
a preacher or a teacher —  “ I can ’t lead 
a one-man revolution.”  He hopes by 
teaching to  help bring about a change 
eventually, but probably not in his time 
or in his children’s time.

Obviously Mr. W arner has not heard 
o f  the revolutions that are already being 
organised or o f  the slogan about free
dom “ in our lifetim e.”

The main morals that one draws from  
his play are: that it is a mistake to pre
tend to  be what you are not: and that 
the W hites should not be so cruel to the 
Coloureds (there are repeated refer
ences to how things were better a few  
years ago, before this rigid classifica
tion ).

I suggest that neither o f  these 
thoughts are sufficiently original or 
startling to carry a last act that de
pends m ore on the thoughts expressed 
than on the action.

However, the second moral is a  valu
able one and one that needs to be preach
ed to the large audiences the play is 
reaching. (Though I thought its impact 
was lessened by Mr. W arner being 
slightly unfair to  the W hites at times: 
would the ex-custom er have really been 
quite so vituperative, for  instance, and 
does anyone in the Cape use the word 
“ nigger” ? )

W e should, in fact, be grateful that 
such a powerful talent is being directed 
towards our real problems and present 
legislation. Perhaps w e can move on 
now to  the Im m orality A c t?  Or the 
Group Areas A c t?  Or, perhaps, even 
the Suppression o f Communism A c t?  I 
suggest “ Try for  Red on the Blue Train.”

K.M.

H O L L Y W O O D

FILM A C A D EM Y  DROPS BLACK LIST
The Hollywood Blacklist against film  

people who have defied witch-hunting 
committees has been dealt a blow  which 
m ay cause its final demise. The board 
o f  governors o f  the A cadem y o f M otion 
Pictures, A rts and Sciences has voted—  
with only one dissentient —  to repeal a 
ban on Oscar awards to  anyone who 
had admitted Communist P arty  mem ber
ship and refused publicly to renounce the 
Party, or to answer Congressional com 
mittee questions.

The Board said “ experience had prov

en the by-law  to be unworkable and im
practical.”

The amendment was passed in 1957 to 
prevent screen writer Michael W ilson 
from  getting an award for  Friendly Per
suasion.

W ith W ilson out o f  the w ay the A ca 
demy gave the Oscar to Robert R ich  for  
the script o f  The Brave One. N o one 
cam e forward, though, to get the award. 
Years later Dalton Trum bo jailed in 
1950 as one o f the H ollywood Ten fo r  in
voking the F irst Am endm ent before the

Committee on Un-Am erican Activities 
surfaced from  the Hollywood Under
ground to announce he was Robert Rich.

In 1958 the Oscar w riting award went 
to Pierre Boulle fo r  the screen adaption 
o f his novel The Bridge on the River 
Kwai. M any wondered how a  French
man could have written such sparkling 
English dialogue and som e thought they 
recognised the hand o f Michael Wilson.

And so on.
President o f  the M otion Picture A lli

ance and an ardent advocate o f  black
lists said “ They’re all w orking now, these 
Fifth Am endm ent Communists. W e ’ve 
just lost the fight.”
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SOUTH AFRICA

Cato Manor
Cato Manor (eM khumbane) is home 

to 90,000 people. These people have 
feelings, hopes and aspirations common 
to humanity as a  whole. This is the 
central fact that finds no reflection in 
the thousands o f  miles o f newsprint used 
up since the disturbances that broke out 
there a few  weeks ago. H ow did all 
these people get there? How do they 
live? W hat is their future?

Post-War Shantytowns

The great movement for  shelter and 
housing at the end o f the Second W orld 
W ar gave birth to Shantytowns in Orlan
do and M oroka, Johannesburg. Cato 
Manor was the Durban equivalent. In
dustrial expansion demanded labour and 
still m ore labour. To this day it is 
still true that most o f the people living 
in Cato M anor are providing the labour 
power that keeps South A fr ica ’s holi
day resort running. In those war days 
the authorities alleged they were too 
busy to attend to the housing needs o f 
the people. Virtually overnight, the 
huge sprawling planlessness called Cato 
Manor sprang up.

In all manner o f  ways, sometimes very 
ingeniously, the people put up their 
shanties on land owned largely by In
dian landowners.

Very often  the Indian landowners hir
ed a huge plot o f  land to an A frican  
tenant for  a nominal site rent. The ten
ant in turn would sub-let to hundreds o f 
others who would have to build their 
shanties and pay rent fo r  the privilege 
o f  remaining there. All the Indian land
owner got w as the site rent from  the ori
ginal tenant. This practice brought into 
being a huge class o f  A frican  “ tenant- 
landlords”  who have a tremendous vest
ed interest in the continued existence o f 
Cato Manor. It is this same group 
which also runs the Cato Manor shack- 
shops. These are the shops which serve 
the people yet that have no licences is
sued by  the authorities. These illegal 
shopowners are a phenomenon peculiar 
to Cato Manor. They are necessary and 
yet are unwanted by the authorities. 
They lead an insecure, harassed exist
ence squeezed by the authorities on one

by JOE MATTHEWS
side and by com petition with Indian tra
ders on the other. These illegal traders 
and "tenant-landlords”  form  the social 
soil for  the anti-Indian attitudes that 
one finds in the area.

People must live! and in the face o f 
apparent officia l unwillingness or in
ability to  provide decent housing and 
amenities the people made the best of 
things. Everything was done to make 
the shanties habitable and even com fort
able as the years went by. Surprisingly 
elaborate decorations and furniture are 
to be found in many o f the homes at 
Cato Manor. H ard w ork had gone into 
all this and people began to love their 
homes.

And let it be said that Cato Manor 
w as spared some o f the ridiculous con
trols that surround A frican  life in the 
locations. Cato Manor, or, at any rate, 
a large part o f it, is not a  location. 
Readers o f  Fighting Talk need not be 
told what that means in the life o f  our 
people —  to  live outside a  closed loca
tion.

Traditional Beer?

In  1929, thirty years ago, there were 
disturbances in Durban. On June 17, 
18 and 19, 1929, there were shootings, a 
number o f A fricans were killed. There 
was a seven month old Beer Hall boy
cott. The Issue w as the same. The 
people wanted freedom  to  brew their 
traditional drink. Incidentally that was 
also during a  great anti-pass year. Many 
were banished.

This year by sharp coincidence again 
on June 17, 18 and 19 there were disturb
ances in Durban. There were shootings 
by the police and a number of Africans 
were killed. There was a beer hall boy
cott. The people wanted freedom to 
brew their traditional drink. It is a 
great anti-pass year. Banishments are 
proposed.

O f course there are shebeen queens! 
But then is there any place in the Union 
where there are no shebeen queens ? 
Strong criticism  must be levelled at the 
downright deliberate attem pts to muddy 
the stream by  putting illicit liquor and 
shebeen queens in the forefront as the

main reason for  the present situation in 
Durban. This is utter nonsense. Illicit 
liquor there has been, there is, and will 
be as long as there is prohibition. The 
police raids for  illicit concoctions have 
been carried on consistently fo r  decades. 
That is the reason w hy our courts are 
clogged with petty offenders. To sug
gest that the disturbances were a reac
tion of the shebeen queens to raids for 
illicit concoctions is a travesty of the 
facts. The shebeen queens have a sure 
business as long as prohibition continues. 
Police raids for  thirty years have been 
unable to stop them. So w hy should 
they suddenly bother now ?

The truth is that the people are in
censed at the raids and punitive mea
sures adopted against persons who brew 
traditional Zulu beer on permits issued 
by the Durban Corporation.

It is difficult to convince any African 
that he should have a  permit to brew 
his traditional drink. He has only to 
m ove a few  miles out o f  Durban to the 
Reserves to brew and drink as much as 
he likes. Then after he has been compell
ed to obtain a permit he is only allowed 
to  brew four gallons a  day for  “ domes
tic consum ption.”  This phrase is narrow
ly  interpreted to  mean actual inmates of 
the household. It does not include visit
ing friends!

M eantime the Corporation itself pro
duces and sells thousands o f gallons a 
day at its beer halls. So it now appears 
as if restrictions on home-brewing o f 
beer are intended to strengthen the Cor
poration m onopoly and to force people to 
buy from  the beer hall to swell revenue 
funds over which the people have no 
control whatsoever. It is rather like 
preventing the baking o f  bread at home 
so as not to interfere with the profits 
o f  the bakeries. It is the raids for  Zulu 
traditional beer that have aroused a 
great deal o f  ire. N or does it help to 
point out that beer hall profits are used 
fo r  “ A frican  welfare.”  This increases 
the sense o f  grievance. In other words 
the only w ay in which A fricans can be 
provided with necessary welfare and 
services is if  they drink m ore beer at 
Corporation beer halls. This policy is 
shamelessly espoused by our local rul-

"  Decent housing —  Cheap transport —  Home beer brewing —  
£1 a day minimum wage —  Freedom —  

These are what the people of Cato  Manor want."
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SOUTH AFRICA
| ON THE TRADE BOYCOTT f

BOTH BREAD AND FREEDOM
By L. BERNSTEIN

ers and even by som e "liberal friends of 
the A frican .” So much for  beer.

Mass Removals

But that is not all. Eventually under 
pressure from  the N.A.D . (as it then 
w as) the Cato Manor slum clearance 
scheme was started. As usual the 
scheme involved uprooting and displace
ment o f thousands. Cato Manor itself 
is about five to six miles from  the centre 
o f Durban. But Kwa Mashu where the 
people were supposed to g o  is more than 
double that distance from  town. Fur
thermore it is an econom ic housing 
scheme. That means rentals are cal
culated in accordance with the now no
torious determination in which income 
and not services are to be the guiding 
factor. Coupled with the tremendous 
increase from 10d to 1s.6d a day in trans
port costs the rentals makes the scheme 
too expensive for the people at Cato Ma
nor. A s is usual in our country people 
had to be compelled to be enthusiastic 
about the scheme.

The first step taken by the authori
ties was to discover who was "legally” 
in the area. Women had to make sure 
they were “ married” to men who were 
legally entitled to be in Durban in terms 
of Section 10 of the Urban Areas Act. 
Thousands rushed to obtain licences to 
marry their husbands afresh according 
to the White mans laws. The existence 
of customary unions was brushed aside 
by impatient officials who wanted noth
ing but documentary proof of every fact. 
Permits, reference books, documents of 
all kinds were wanted. And be it re
membered that all this screening took 
place with the menfolk largely away 
from home at work. On the women 
rested the burden of pleading, explain
ing, arguing. Men have lived with these 
documents for years. But not the wo
men. Hundreds were unable to satisfy 
the tests and hoped against hope that 
something would be done for them. Then 
would come the inevitable bulldozer. 
Shacks were destroyed. It would not 
help either if furniture and crockery had 
not yet been removed. The man in the 
bulldozer would explain that he had or
ders and also had his children to think 
about. As far as the authorities were 
concerned women who were "illegally” 
in the area had to go back to their “ ori
ginal homes" which they left decades 
ago. Slum clearance became human 
clearance. And always it was the wo
men who bore the brunt.

They were patient, these women. Many 
times they went to see the M ayor, often 
the Manager o f  Native A ffairs. The 
press would report on the “ sympathetic 
reception accorded the delegation.”  One

Suddenly, it seems, Nationalist politi
cians and newspaper editorial writers 
have discovered a conscience about the 
sufferings o f  the poor A fricans in their 
midst. Those who have managed to 
keep approvingly quiet about all their 
sufferings in the past, about the pass 
raids and the police shootings, about the 
farm  jails and the low  wages, have sud
denly been moved to mealy-mouthed 
warnings that the trade boycott o f  South 
A frican  goods will bring hardship and 
suffering to Africans. When such senti
ments come from  Eric Louw and the 
State Inform ation Office, one m ay have 
a suspicion that this is another in the 
long string o f untruths, half truths and 
distortions that we have grow n accus
tom ed to. But when the chorus is join 
ed by people o f more sympathetic char
acter, and finally by Mr. W alter Stan
ford, Liberal P arly  member and Native 
Representative in Parliament, it needs 
to be considered.

The logic o f  their reasoning is obvious 
enough. If South A frica  exports less, it 
will be forced to produce less; and less 
production means few er jobs, more hard
ship. This is the ABC o f our economy, 
and no one needs to be reminded o f it. 
One could attach to this the specially 
South A frican  results o f such an obvi
ous process; A fricans will be the first 
to be fired; the process o f forcin g  them 
in 'o  brutal farm  labour will be intensi
fied; the jails will be filled and the towns 
emptied. This special aspect o f the m at
ter form s no part o f the thinking o f the

such delega ion presented a comprehen
sive memorandum o f complaints to the 
M ayor o f  Durban Mr. Jackson on the 
21st June, 1958 almost exactly a year 
ago. All sorts o f promises would be 
made. Once they were told that if they 
had reference books thay would be safe. 
Hundreds took them. It d.d not help.

W hat Do the People W ant?

Everyone knows what the people want 
but there is a conspiracy o f officia l be
wilderment. The Corporation, the g o v 
ernment, professional liberals, all cry  
alm ost plaintively “ but what do they 
w a n t?”  The people want cheap decent 
housing which they can afford! They 
want cheap transport! They want to 
brew their traditional beer at home! They 
want a £1 a day minimum wage! They 
want freedom!

State Inform ation Office, but it certainly 
looms large and clear in the minds of 
every African, and also am ongst all 
those who called for  the boycott o f  our 
goods at the A ccra  Conference, and 
am ongst all those N on-Africans in this 
country who welcom e it and hope to see 
it spread throughout the world.

A  Streak of Madness?

W hy then do they call for  the boycott 
with such vigour, and applaud every new 
move to  spread it and make it effective ? 
In some parts o f  the world there are 
m ystics who believe that suffering is 
good for  the human soul, and a pass
port to  eternal happiness in a life here
after. The A frican  people generally are 
not made in this mould, nor do their 
leaders and spokesmen in their various 
national liberation organisations encour
age such beliefs. And still they urge an 
international boycott o f this country. 
There are some crackpot revolutionists
—  Trotskyite and others —  w ho believe 
that the advent o f  the revolution will be 
hastened by an increase in misery and 
suffering. But these ideas also have no 
support worth talking o f in A frica  gen
erally, and least o f  all in the Union of 
South A frica.

I f  these peculiar beliefs do not ex
plain the matter, is it possible that those 
who call for  the boycott are so simple 
that they do not realise the hardship 
that it can bring to the A fricans them
selves? N o one, I think, who has any 
knowledge o f the Congress movement in 
South A frica, or o f  similar organisations 
in other parts o f A frica, can imagine 
that they are unaware o f the hardships 
that their own actions often cause them. 
Every step they take towards independ
ence and equality is trod with pain and 
hardship. Every cam paign they under
take brings with it a chain o f men in 
ja il; every mass demonstration, a likeli
hood o f police batoning or shootings; 
every organising drive a  chain o f  sack
ings from  jobs and evictions from  houses. 
O f this they are painfully aware. It is 
certain that they are equally painfully 
aware o f the hardships fo r  themselves 
and their own people which must follow  
in the w ake o f a successful world boy
cott o f our goods.

For A  Greater Cause

It is part o f  the special character of 
these organisations, and o f  the people of
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whom they are made up, that the hard
ships resulting do not deter them from  
a course o f  action, once they are con
vinced that the course leads in the direc
tion o f  ultimate freedom . It is difficu lt 
to explain this special character to those 
who have never themselves felt moved 
to face  hardship fo r  the sake of a  cause 
which they believe in. Perhaps to such 
people, this special character sm acks o f 
recklessness; but those who know the 
organisations know that when they err, 
they tend to  err on the side o f  caution 
rather than recklessness; they tend to
wards costly litigation rather than mass 
struggle against superior state force ; 
they strain every fibre to maintain the 
families o f those victimised or jailed, to 
find them employment and to minimise 
their hardships; they try every safe, 
com fortable channel o f making them
selves felt before they knowingly call 
down hardships on their own heads. But, 
in the end, the hardships do not deter 
them. They face  them calmly, willingly, 
because they know that every other 
means has been used and exhausted, and 
this is now their “ m om ent o f  truth.” 
They must either give up, accept defeat, 
or g o  forw ard and accept the hardships.

There are times when people unwil
lingly accept defeat. This is not such a 
time. The idea o f  liberation and equal
ity has entered into the minds o f the 
people o f A frica, and becom e a  force

impelling them onwards. A t this time 
they refuse to  g ive up in the face  of 
hardship. The ideas of freedom are now 
so large, so compelling, that there is 
throughout Africa a willingness to face 
the hardship for the sake of a greater 
cause which everyone here now feels is 
coming, in our lifetime, if we have the 
strength and the determination to carry 
ourselves through to the end.

Bread and Freedom

This is the outlook and the feeling 
which those well-meaning but w rong
headed doubters like Mr. Stanford need 
to understand. There w as a  time when 
it was popular to berate Communists 
for  what was vulgarly described as "m a
terialism” , fo r  allegedly being concerned 
only with mens’ material needs 
and not with their spirit. H ow  com 
pletely the wheel has swung the other 
w ay today! Those who profess sym pa
thy with the cause o f A frican  liberation 
but warn against the consequences o f 
the trade boycott are the crass material
ists o f  our time. To them it is necessary 
to  say firm ly that man does not live by 
bread alone. I f  A fr ica  has to draw in 
its belt, it will be ready to draw in its 
belt, fo r  freedom  is as vital to the 
growth, life and w ell-being o f  the people 
o f  A fr ica  today as bread.

The supporters o f  the trade boycott 
are neither simple, reckless nor unaware

o f the consequences o f  what they are 
doing. They would like both bread and 
freedom . But the Nationalist Govern
ment and its race-crazed doctrines of 
apartheid stand today like a rock in the 
way of both. There are many paths to 
wards their freedom. One of them lies 
by w ay o f hitting the rulers of South 
A frica in their pockets; by making them 
understand through their own financial 
losses what they refuse to accept through 
argument and debate —  that South A f
ricans cannot afford to turn the clock 
back to  the dark ages o f racialism and 
oppression while the whole world goes 
forward to dem ocracy, independence and 
equality of opportunity. I f  the advance 
along that path entails pulling in the 
belt, there will be few  in South A frica  
who will not be prepared to face the 
hardship. I f  ever there was doubt of 
that, let the doubters look at the speed 
with which, overnight, the staple food of 
potatoes vanished from  the diet o f the 
urban Africans.

And let them look too to the fact that 
the direst warnings o f  the com ing hard
ships fo r  A fricans com e from  the very 
cabinet ministers whose regim e has be
com e the byw ord fo r  A frican  suffering 
and misery throughout the world. Is 
their sympathy fo r  those who will have 
to pull in their belts, or for  themselves 
and the financial sufferings they are al
ready beginning to fee l?

The £.s.d. of the Group Areas Act: 
The Cost of Race Lunacy

In March this year, the Supreme 
Court in Pretoria heard argum ent in a 
case in which certain properties in Rus- 
tenburg with a  municipal valuation of 
£11,200 were sold by the Minister o f the 
Interior for  £2,450. The sale w as effected 
In terms o f Section 37 o f the Group 
Areas Act, which entitles the Minister 
to dispose o f property acquired by  In 
dians (in contravention o f certain anti- 
Indian statutes) without any compensa
tion whatever. On the papers before 
him, the presiding Judge, Mr. Justice 
W illiamson was not prepared to make a 
finding o f im proper conduct on the part 
o f the officials, but he did comment 
that

“ when property is disposed o f  for  
what is a long w ay between the va
luation o f the property for  rating
purposes, one is surprised.................
The extraordinary thing was that
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in regard to  this property bought 
fo r  £2,450, as being the best price 
apparently obtainable by the State 
. . . the purchaser nevertheless be
fore he g o t transfer o f the property

By 

A LAWYER

at this figure for  £2,450 could raise 
a loan on the property o f  £5,600 on 
bond.”

The sale o f  these Rustenburg proper
ties received considerable publicity in 
the daily press and provoked discussion 
on the econom ic cost o f Group Areas.

Astronomical Figures

The indirect economic consequences of 
the Group Areas Act must run into as
tronomical figures. It is quite impos
sible to assess accurately the incredible 
cost of this lunatic and immoral law 
measured in terms of its depressing ef
fect on the living standards and the pur
chasing power of its victims. The cost 
of administration and litigation alone is 
estimated to have run into hundreds of 
thousands of pounds in the last three 
years.

Rail Costs

A n  example o f  this needless and tra
g ic waste o f public money is provided by 
the cost o f  providing railway services 
between the cities o f South A frica  to the 
Meadowlands, Nyangas, Kaalfonteins 
and Kwa Mashus o f  the Government’s
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resettlement schemes o f A frican w ork
ers and their fam ilies. These schemes 
would be quite unnecessary if the G ov
ernment did not persist in its inhuman 
policy o f  evicting thousands o f A fricans 
from  existing townships to new, rigidly 
controlled and ethnically divided loca
tions fa r  from  the factories and busi
ness houses o f  the cities. A t the end o f 
1956 the General M anager o f the S.A.R. 
w rote in ‘South A frican Railway N ew s’ 
that

“ the approved program m e in con
nection with rail services to dem ar
cated Non-European residential 
areas on the perimeters o f the larger 
cities under the Government’s Non- 
European resettlement plans pro
vides for  the expenditure o f nearly 
£50,000,000, with several other pro
jects still to be brought to finality.”

The removal o f  A fricans from  the 
Western Areas to the Meadowlands area 
has involved the state in an extensive 
scheme o f railway construction. Exist
ing lines have had to be improved and 
another short section o f line has had to 
be laid at a cost o f  £1,000,000 a mile. The 
total cost o f  railway services to the new 
South W estern Townships is estimated 
to be £5,967,000. Similarly the removal 
o f A fricans from  townships near Ger- 
miston, Boksburg and Benoni to Katie- 
long and Daveyton has necessitated the 
construction o f new railway lines costing 
f6,646,000. The removal o f  A fricans in 
Pretoria to  Atteridgeville and those in 
Cape Town to Nyanga has involved the 
state in improvements and extensions to 
railway lines totalling some £8,853,000.

The figures do not include a  sum of 
£10,000,000 which will have to be spent 
on coaches and locomotives. A  small 
percentage o f the £50,000,000 would as
sist the older established townships but 
most o f  it is necessitated by a frantic 
desire to arrest the political and social 
consequences o f creating an organised 
w orking population in an integrated 
economy.

The Cost of Removals

The cost of constructing railway lines 
to the new townships is an example of 
the cost of ESTABLISH ING new areas 
for displaced racial groups. Equally, if 
not more staggering is the cost of EVIC
TION from the older areas, both to the 
State and its Non-European victims.

Pretoria Losses

Thus the proclamation o f Group 
Areas in Pretoria threatens econom ic 
disaster for  the city ’s Indian population. 
Alm ost 70% o f the Indian population will 
be affected, including the 127 stores in 
the central Prinsloo Street area which 
provide a livelihood for  2,500 people. In 
this area alone an estimated £5,000,000 
is invested by Indians in property, 
stocks, book debts and goodwill. No 
compensation is payable for  loss o f  bad 
debts and goodwill.

During M ay this year the committee 
o f valuers appointed under the Group 
Areas Development A ct fixed the “ pro
visional basic values”  o f properties 
owned or occupied by Indians in the 
Prinsloo Street area. Objections to

these provisional values were immedi
ately lodged by the owners. The hear
ing o f som e o f the objections was in 
June. The owners o f these properties 
adduced evidence from  quantify survey
ors, architects, sworn appraisers and 
estate agents. One group o f objectors, 
owning some 26 properties between them, 
employed tw o eminent Queen’s Counsjl 
and two junior counsel to lead expert 
evidence which assessed the basic values 
o f their properties at well over a million 
pounds, as against the com m ittee’s p ro
visional valuation o f some £400,000. Tha 
sittings o f  the com m ittee have been ad
journed until August when the hearing 
o f  objections from  owners will be con
tinued.

Johannesburg's Western Areas

The proclamation o f  Group Areas in 
the W estern Areas o f  Johannesburg in
volves staggering financial losses. Nearly
70,000 Non-Europeans form erly living in 
Pageview, Sophiatown, Newlands, New- 
clare and Albertonville, will have to 
leave these areas proclaim ed white in 
August 1956. The value o f  Indian pro
perties in this area together with the 
stock and goodwill o f  small Indian trad
ers is estimated at £5,750,000. Sophia
town com prises 1600 stands and their 
total volue is f2,000,000, o f which £750,000 
represents the value o f stands owned by 
Indians and Chinese. Newclare consists 
of 600 odd stands and the value o f Indian 
investment in property and im prove
ments is said to exceed £800.000. Indians 
own some 40 properties in Newlands and 
the extent o f  Indian investment in p ro 
perty, stock and goodwill is estimated 
over a million pounds. Indians required 
to vacate these areas are expected to 
settle in Lenasia where residental stands 
worth £10 each have been offered and 
sold for  £350. As in Pretoria, property 
owners in the Western Suburbs o f  Jo
hannesburg have been involved in heavy 
legal costs in contesting the • ‘ ‘basic 
values" proposed by the Committee o f 
Valuers.

D ’.irban Removals

In Durbnn. the proclamation o f Group 
Areas in June 1958 will necessitate the 
removal o f  nearly 200,000 Non-Europeans 
from  settled homes. It is difficult to 
estimate the cost o f rehousing this vast 
population but some indication is ob- 
ta n ed  from  the experience of M eadow
lands where the housing for some 60 000 
A fricans is estimated to have cost the 
Government some £7,000,000. The va!u2 
of Indian-owned properties in Durban’s 
residential areas now declared “ white” 
is estimated to he ov?r £13,030,000 even 
on the basis of complste'y out of date 
municipal valuation figures.

Country Towns

The pattern which emerges in the de
lineation o f Group Areas in the cities is 
repeated in the smaller towns often 
with even greater viciousness. The va
lue o f property owned by the 400 strong 
Indian population o f Ermelo, for  exam 
ple, is estimated at £324,700. These pro
perties as well as the £500,000 worth o f 
properties belonging to  the small Indian 
population o f Klerksdorp, are now “ a f

fected”  properties in terms o f the Group 
Areas Development Act, and their re
spective basic values will soon have to be 
determined.

The purpose o f fixing the “ basic val
ues”  is to enable the owner to claim 80% 
o f his loss as compensation from  the 
Group Areas Development Board if his 
property is sold at less than the “ basic 
value.”  I f  the owner o f such affected 
property gets m ore than the basic value, 
he is obliged to share 50% o f the excess 
profit with the Board.

In Johannesburg, Pretoria and D ur
ban certain Non-Europeans have insti
tuted actions in the Supreme Court to 
set aside the proclamations for  their re
spective cities. Protracted and difficult 
litigation is expected to follow, which 
will necessitate very heavy legal costs 
on both sides. Costs are further aggra
vated by the employment o f  legal rep
resentatives at the hearings o f the Group 
Areas Boards.

Even in areas where no Group Areas 
have form ally been proclaimed, Non- 
Europeans have suffered severe finan
cial looses by harsh and unsympathetic 
application o f the various sections o f the 
Group Areas A ct pertaining to "speci
fied”  and “ controlled”  areas. The fo l
lowing story, verified by Alan Paton, is 
typical.

“ Mr. Cassim J. served for 5 years 
in the South A frican army. He fought 
against all that Hitler stood for.

A fter leaving the army in 1945 he 
set up a shop in the township o f K. 
which had a large Non-W hite popula
tion. His landlord was a W hite man 
named V.

In 1954 Mr. V. decided to  rebuild 
the premises o f which Mr. J ’s shop 
was a part. He gave Mr. J. tem por
ary premises in the neighbourhood.

W hen the new premises were com 
pleted in 1955, there was a bombshell: 
The premises were determined for 
W hite occupation by the Group Areas 
Board.

Meanwhile Mr. J. had returned to 
the new shop on the old site. In Janu
ary 1957 he was convicted o f illegal 
occupation, and given 12 months to 
remove himself and his fam ily from 
the township o f K. He asked the 
Group Areas Board Inspectors where 
he was to go, what was he to  d o?  But 
they replied that that was none of 
their business.
Next to  Mr. J. is Mr. T. He is in 
exactly the same position. He car
ries £10,000 stock, £2,000 fittings and 
estimates the goodwill o f  his shop at 
£3,000. The stock is not all paid for, 
but the rest represents the savings 
and labour o f his life. He asked 
where he was to  g o  to  but the Inspec
tors said they didn’t know.”
And so the misery goes on. And all 

South A frica  pays and pays for  the most 
satanic adventure o f  our times.
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The Union and Federation

BOOKS

THE WHEEL COMES FULL CIRCLE
FIFTY  years ago the British public 

and Parliament was asked to sanction 
and approve a new political unit in Sou
thern Africa, com prising a m erger of 
several form er British colonies. The 
practical men in charge o f colonial a f
fairs found the proposal very reasonable 
and attractive. A fter all the principal 
purpose o f establishing a British admini
stration, in a remote area, which costs 
a great deal in hard pounds shillings and 
pence, has very little to do with loudly 
announced objectives o f  bringing the 
“ natives”  the advantages o f civilisation, 
Christianity and so forth. It has a great 
deal to  do with safeguarding the sacred 
rights o f British investors, even though 
this is not loudly announced or not even 
announced at all.

So, from  the practical man’s point of 
view, a plan which will enable all the 
administering and policing to be done, 
free o f charge, by locals who are fully 
appreciative o f  and loyal to the sacred 
rights o f the British investors, is a very 
sound proposition.

The Busybodies

Unfortunately the great British public 
has a most annoying and reprehensible 
habit of, from  time to time, taking pro
claimed objectives seriously. Only ten 
years before they had been asked to join 
up and fight to save the poor A fricans 
in the Transvaal and the Free State from  
the savage treatment inflicted upon them 
by the Boer Republicans. Now there 
were all sorts o f interfering busybodies, 
Churchmen, Labour men, and other 
cranks who kept raising the most aw k
ward and (from  the point o f  view  of 
the British investor) irrelevant questions 
about the proposed new Union.

They pointed out that the Cape Colony 
had only been granted "responsible g ov 
ernment”  and self-rule after the most 
solemn promises had been exacted that 
there would be no colour-bar in fran
chise qualifications for  the legislature. 
Yet the terms o f the proposed Union —  
approved by the same “ liberal”  Cape 
Legislature —  provided for  a complete 
exclusion from  the franchise o f  Non- 
Whites in the three Northern provinces. 
The same Cape Colony had been involv
ed in some very nasty incidents on its 
own account; a frightful massacre in 
Bechuanaland, and an abortive and ra
ther humiliating attempt to subdue and 
disarm the Basuto.

The Non-W hite m ajority in South A f
rica, who had never been consulted in 
the fram ing o f  the terms o f am algam a
tion o f the four Colonies, now before the 
Westminster Parliament in the form  of 
the draft South A frica  Bill, were vigor
ously opposed to the Union. They cam 
paigned, held mass meetings, sent de
putations to London. One o f their de
putations was headed by a form er Prime 
Minister o f the Cape Colony, W. P. 
Schreiner —  long an advocate o f Union, 
but now horrified by the naked discri
mination o f the draft Constitution.

Despite all this outcry, both in Britain 
and in South A frica, the South A frica

A ct was adopted in 1910: an event which 
we are asked to celebrate next year. 
Critics o f the new constitution were told 
that the beneficient example o f the Cape 
would doubtless soften the intransigent 
W hite supremacists o f the north. Those 
who feared that the influence might 
spread the other w ay were reassured by 
being told that the Union Parliament 
could not abolish the Non-W hite fran
chise in the Cape Province except by a 
two-thirds m ajority in both Houses —  
an unthinkable eventuality.

Fifty Years Later

It is a striking coincidence that 1960 
should find the British public and Par
liament once more asked to sanction and 
approve a merging of colonies in South
ern Africa into a new political unit. The 
Central A frican Federation, o f the Rho- 
desias and Nyasaland Protectorate, was 
form ed in 1953 fo r  an “ experimental 
period” after which a decision would be 
taken whether to go  ahead and grant it 
Dominion status, or to call the whole 
thing o ff. The time will soon be up and 
W hite Rhodesia is busy lobbying —- its 
chief spokesman, Sir R oy W elensky is 
just back from  Britain at the time of 
writing —  to have the Federation con
firm ed and given Dominion status. In 
other words, to have absolute power over 
six million A fricans transferred into the 
hands o f a handful o f  W hite Rhodesians.

The British Government has agreed 
with Sir R oy  that a  26 member Com mis
sion will be set up to  “ prepare the 
ground”  for  next year’s review. But 
since the Commission will not be able to 
consider the alternative to Federation 
or "s it in judgem ent”  on its Government, 
it would appear that the main purpose 
will be to make the Federation "eligible 
for  full membership o f the Com mon
wealth.”

The parallel with the sell out over 
Union In 1910 is startlingly close, right 
down to the former Prime Minister (this 
time, of course, Mr. Garfield Todd) who 
has been converted into an outspoken 
opponent of the constitutional plans of 
White Rhodesia, and the “ nasty inci
dents” in Nyasaland on which the Devlin 
Report has just cast a pitiless light.

First-Rate Summary

I f  one wants a first-rate summ ary o f  
the position in the Federation —  right 
up to, but not including the alleged 
“ em ergency”  last Decem ber —  one can ’t 
do better than to read “ Central African 
W itness” ,* by Cyril Dunn, who reported 
on the spot for  the London “ Observer” 
until last year. Mr. Dunn is a  rattling 
good reporter. He has a fla ir for  the 
right incident, the exact quotation, which 
will throw a whole situation or personal
ity  into relief. And he has a wicked 
sense o f humour. The result is a book 
which is un-put-downably readable from  
beginning to end; and the more people 
who read it, especially in Britain, now, 
the better.

He has a  m agnificent picture o f  Len- 
nox-Boyd touring Nyasaland, “ to smooth

out difficulties.”  He had a rough time. 
A t  every one o f many meetings he listen
ed to bitter and angry denunciations of 
the “ Federation”  sell-out. The Colonial 
Secretary listened to all o f these com 
plaints courteously enough, and then 
blandly disregarded them. Dunn des
cribes an incident where an old chief 
"had just resumed his seat with glum 
dignity, after attacking all the beliefs 
that sustained Mr. Lennox-Boyd, stop
ping only just short o f invective and 
shouting, and talking what to  the Colo
nial Secretary must have seemed the 
direst nonsense.”

"  ’Chief,’ said Mr. Lennox-Boyd, 
'you have spoken wise words’ .”

A  Verwoerd, no doubt, would have had 
the chief deposed and deported forth 
with: and herein we can discern the su
perior wisdom o f the British, who are 
always prepared to give a  man a hearing 
before ignoring his views. Always on 
the assumption (to  quote the very quot
able Mr. Dunn) "that the indigenous 
rarely know what is best for  their own 
w elfare.”

Window-Dressing

Mr. Dunn firmly disposes of the illu
sion that there is any fundamental dif
ference between the attitude of Rhode
sian and South African Whites on the 
fundamental issues of race relations. 
Once the Rhodesian electorate became 
convinced that Garfield Todd and his 
friends meant his talk about “ partner
ship”  seriously and not as mere “ win
dow -dressing” they rejected them as de
cisively at the polls as the Union elec
torate rejected the Labour and Liberal 
Parties last year. W e in the Union may 
be impressed when we read o f African 
Members in the Federal Assembly, and 
one o f them even being promoted to ju 
nior Cabinet rank. We must think again 
when w e learn, as “ Central A frican W it
ness”  explains, that the gentleman in 
question, Mr. Jasper Savanhu, was elect
ed by European votes, and cites him as 
saying “ that his people were a  race of 
paupers because they did not work hard 
enough, but spent most o f  their time at 
beer parties and gossiping.”  Mr. Dunn 
convincingly proves his thesis that plans 
for A frican  political advancement are 
largely window-dressing and “ intended 
only to confuse and frustrate A frican op
position, to  justify  the white commun
ity ’s present privileges in its own eyes 
and in those o f  the world, and to  en
gage the support o f  the British Govern
m ent."

With the precedent of the Union 
in mind, one can be sure that should 
the British Government commit the 
crime of conceding Dominion status 
to Welensky and Company next year, the 
political gestures towards the Africans 
will be abolished even more rapidly than 
the Union Parliament abolished the Non- 
European franchise.

W elensky said bluntly:
“ W e Europeans have no intention 

o f  handing over the Federation to
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SPIES AND INFORMERSanyone,” and
"Even in a hundred or two hund

red years’ time, the A frican shall 
never hope to dominate the Federa
tion.”

Substitute “ Union”  for  "Federation” , 
and “ Bantu”  fo r  “ A frican ”  —  and it 
m ight be Verwoerd talking.

Worse than 1910

In some w ays the handing over to the 
present Federal authorities would be an 
even more abject betrayal by  Britain 
than was the case with Union half a 
century ago. F or one thing the W hite 
minority is much smaller, relatively; 
and much more recent, more like settl
ers than people with a historical claim 
to be regarded as “ A fricans."

Again, at least in 1910 Bechuanaland, 
Basutoland and Swaziland were with
held from  the clutches o f the local W hite 
Supremacists; but Nyasaland, whose sta
tus as a Protectorate is alm ost identical, 
is now to be handed over to the Rhode
sians.

Finally, simply: this is not 1910 but 
1960. A fter tw o world-wide wars the 
whole imperialist colonial system lies in 
ruins; the great m ajority o f  the human 
race, including those in the vast aw ak
ened continents o f  Asia and A frica , have 
declared w ar to  the end against alien 
domination and minority rule. The cre
ation of a new “ Apartheid”  area north 
of the Limpopo would be an act of al
most incredible political stupidity by 
Britain, the only redeeming feature or 
which would be that it would certainly 
hasten the liquidation of the remains of 
her African empire.

Mr. Dunn, for all his acuteness and 
critical wisdom, shows a certain lack o f 
appreciation o f  these larger perspectives 
and dynamics. He proposes, instead of 
Dominion status, a retention o f the sta
tus quo “ for  the next ten or fifteen 
years” , in the hope that the W hite settl
ers will, in that period, reform  their 
ways and reach a reasonable w ay o f 
living with the A fricans during that 
time. I am convinced that he does not 
■himself believe in this forlorn hope, 
whose absurdity is manifest in every 
chapter o f his book.

The truth of the matter is that the 
Federation has been a resounding flop, 
and the sooner it is dissolved, the bet
ter. Here, as elsewhere in Africa, the 
only solution is self-government and de
mocracy, with an equal franchise; the 
annulment of all group privileges, poli
tical and economic. The African people 
themselves are rapidly advancing to
wards the achievement of this solution, 
and it is luckily improbable that “ ten 
or fifteen years” or even five years will 
have to pass before they attain it.

A s to whether, in that event, the peo
ples who inhabit Nyasaland and the two 
territories now known (that unhappy 
name will not last long either) as the 
‘■■Rhodesias”  will want to federate or 
not —  that question must be left to their 
own judgm ent and wisdom. W hatever 
doubts may be cast upon their capacity 
to exercise these faculties in their own 
best interests, Mr. Dunn’s book leaves 
no room for doubt that it is at least as 
great as that o f the Colonial O ffice or 
the Salisbury Administration.

A L A N  DOYLE.

* “ Central African Witness” , by Cyril 
Dunn. London. Gollancz. Price 23s.6d.

It would seem that times have chang
ed. N ot very long ago, the paid spy or 
inform er was universally regarded with 
contempt, and treated with distrust. In 
those times, few  o f the unsavoury char
acters who follow  this most unsavoury 
profession ever appeared in the witness 
box; fo r  who wouid believe an in form er? 
But in our times the fashion has chang
ed. Even though honest citizens have 
retained much o f  their healthy distrust 
and contempt for  them, some govern
ments at least have elevated inform ers 
to  the level o f  good citizens, and even 
honest and trustworthy witnesses, whose 
testim ony is enough to send men to the 
gallow s or to  ja il for  a long term.

The main stam ping ground o f these 
paid inform ers in the w itness-box has 
been in the field o f  political trials, and 
in the hunting down o f  those dangerous 
thinkers and agitators and teachers who 
seek a change in the social order. It is 
fo r  this reason that D. N. Pritt, the 
eminent British lawyer whose name has 
been associated with the defence o f 
m any unpopular, radical and forw ard- 
striving political figures in many parts 
o f  the British empire, should have had 
m ore first-hand experience o f  the char
acter and behaviour o f  spies in the w it
ness box than almost any other lawyer 
o f today.

Gaps

It is a pity that he chose to deal with 
them in so short an essay that much o f 
h s acute powers o f observation and his 
wide experience o f them goes unrecord-

This is a painful book to read for  it 
is the history o f a N egro boy grow ing up 
in Clintonville, Mississippi, in the ghetto 
o f  the Black Belt, alongside and yet 
never part o f  the life o f the Whites. The 
first sixteen years o f  Fishbelly Tucker’s 
life is a  bewildering, corroding attempt 
to  adjust to  the unjust laws o f the 
W hites. Richard W right 'has called his 
novel, ‘The Long Dream ’ . W hy, one 
wonders, did he discard the apter word 
‘N ightm are’ —  fo r  his book is a  bitter, 
sorrowing assertion that life fo r  the 
Black man in the Southern States is a 
nightmare, with a nightm are’s unreality, 
shifting sands, distorted values, terrors 
and pains. The dream ends fo r  Fish 
Tucker only when he flees his home and 
his people fo r  the saner alien land o f 
France.

Through half the book ’s length the 
author writes painstakingly and mildly 
o f  the life o f  the N egroes in this small 
Southern town. It com es as a surprise 
to  discover how com plete is the division 
between the tw o races. There is no 
mingling o f  the peoples, not in city  a f
fairs nor in church. The application o f 
laws o f discrimination, the perverting of 
laws to  penalise the blacks, the feeling 
o f  utter isolation from  the rest o f  m an
kind, produce in Fish a feeling o f im 
potent inferiority and an irrational urge 
to  best the W hites by  having a  W hite 
woman in sex.

ed. His book serves as a useful cata
logue o f the more notorious informers 
and spies who have appeared in the w it
ness-box and given evidence —  often 
fraudulent —  under oath. But it leaves 
great gaps. W hat makes a  man become 
an informer, against all the codes o f de
cency and honesty o f society? W hat 
sort o f people follow  this odious profes
sion, and w h y? W hat answer should 
decent people g ive to their evidence, or 
for that m atter to  the Governments 
which rely upon them ? What are the 
strengths and weaknesses o f  such w it
nesses in the w itness-box? For these 
aspects there is no room. N or is there 
room  for  m ore than passing comment on 
a cause celebre o f Pritt's own career, the 
case o f the spy whose evidence jailed 
Jom o Kenyatta, and who was jailed in 
turn fo r  perjury when he declared that 
the evidence against Kenyatta was false 
and fram ed-up by Kenya police authori
ties.

This short work opens with a masterly 
and penetrating essay by Pritt on the 
dangers o f  this type o f evidence, on the 
temptations to fraud which it places in 
the w ay o f prosecutor and witness alike, 
and on the legal implications o f tolerat
ing the use o f  inform ers in the courts. 
This alone is worth the price o f the book, 
and should be com pulsory reading for 
everyone in the legal profession.

L.B.

SPIES AN D  INFORMERS IN THE  
W ITN ESS BOX. B y D. N. Pritt, 
Q.C. Published by Bernard Heni- 
son Ltd. Price: 10s.6d.

Jim Crow Pattern

His father, a  rich undertaker, has Jim 
Crow ’d to  the W hites all his life, at the 
same time amassing money from  Black 
brothels to protect which he bribes the 
W hite police chief. Fish is appalled by 
the discovery o f  his father’s miserable 
subversions and his rancorous hatred. 
The tragedy o f the novel is that Fish is 
being forced into the same despicable 
pattern o f life, until he cuts adrift from  
it altogether.

W right com es to life as the superb 
novelist he is only halfw ay through the 
book. From  the time o f the fire at the 
“ Grove”  the story sweeps along with a 
velocity, a dram atic intensity and an 
emotional force  that leaves one breath
less with suspense and weeping with 
compassion.

Running Away
Running aw ay to France solves no 

problems yet no reader, I swear, can 
withhold his sym pathy for the hunted 
and beaten Fish . But oh! the pity of it, 
the waste o f  it. A s if  mankind has not 
enough to cope with in wresting his 
daily bread from  the soil, in leading 
w ater into the desert, in shoving up a 
roo f over his head, he must needs dissi
pate his energies by hating his neigh
bour, insulting him and killing him.

(Cont. at foot of col. 1, page 15)

NEGRO NIGHTMARE
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SOUTH AFRICA
O n e  week after the heavy rains that washed hundreds o f A frican  fam ilies out of 
their homes a long the banks of the river, and before the fam ilies could re-settle 

in their flooded homes, the village was declared "W h ite . "

This account is b y  Dr. W .  Z. C O N C O .

can church in the upper section o f  the 
village; and som e fam ilies had moved 
to relations at Cyldesdale and other ad
joining areas.

In the showgrounds tents were erected, 
and fam ilies w ere moved into them. 
There w ere about 52 tents for Africans, 
about 27 fo r  Coloureds and about 17 for 
police and court officials. By Friday 
Tent Town w as alm ost complete, with 
streets and im provised communal lat
rines. Blankets, clothing and food  came 
until the Committee complained that 
there w as too much, though the people 
grum bled that it w as still too little. It 
w as cold and damp in the tents. Most 
o f  the relief w ork cam e through the Red 
Cross while the Umzimkulu W om en's 
Guild w orked day and night to sort out 
m aterials fo r  equitable distribution.

The H e licop ter Lands

On Thursday morning rumours went 
about that the Minister o f Bantu Edu
cation was landing in Umzimkulu in a 
helicopter that afternoon. It w as on
this day that tent-town w as completed
—  rather hurriedly. A t about 2.45 p.m. 
the helicopter w as sighted and landed 
in the showgrounds near em erging Tent 
Township. Within a  few  m om ents cars 
and inhabitants streamed to the scene. 
Out o f  the 'copter cam e three gentlemen: 
Mr. Maree, w earing a  hat that concealed 
his face, imm ediately surrounding him, 
the Native Commissioner and the Chair
man o f  the Village M anagement Board, 
together with a  group o f  civil servants, 
police and traders.

Theirs w as a 30 minute visit, no in
spection o f  Tent Town or destroyed 
houses; no address at all and o f f  went 
the Honourable Minister.

Rum ours circulated that he had pro
mised more help; and the Road Depart
m ent had been called in to assist shape 
tent town; which it did. On Friday the 
Native Commissioner called a m eeting 
o f  all victim s in tent town and else
where. Here the rules and regulations 
o f  tent township w ere prom ulgated: no 
fires in tents and not a  drop o f  alcohol 
to be brought in, and no visitors. Con
travention o f  any o f  the rules would 
m ean expulsion.

(A lready  before Tent Town had come 
into being, the Native Commissioner had 
gone to the people direct, inform ing them 
to  leave the village and go  and stay 
with relations in the reserves. This in
struction, as it w as by word o f  mouth 
and not in black and white, was not 
carried out at all.)

Officials Sw arm  In

N ever before had this sm all village 
been graced by  a  visit o f  governm ent

officials. Exactly a week a fter the de
luge, a Bantu Administration and De
velopment official cam e and had hush- 
hush discussions with the Village Man
agement Board, the main problem being 
the resettlement o f Africans. The fo l
lowing week three more officia ls came
—  one from  Bantu Administration and 
Development /the other from  the Colour
ed A ffairs Dspartment and the last from  
the Group Areas Board, all to have dis
cussions w ith  the Village Management 
Board and the Native Commissioner.

Rumour grew  that the whole o f the 
village area is an urban area —  declar
ed so in 1952 and that A fricans were 
therefore “ out o f place.”  This w as con
firm ed at a m eeting o f  all non-European 
erf owners called by  the Village Manage
ment Board, where a  statement w as is
sued by  the Chairman of the Board. 

Its e ffect was:
*  That Umzimkulu Village had been de

clared an urban area in 1952, and 
that in keeping with government pol
icy, no African should own immovable 
property in an urban area;

*  That the Health authorities had con
demned Rainbow Avenue (N on-Euro- 
pean) and Skoonplaas (N on-Euro
pean) —  residential areas along the 
river, as unfit fo r  human habitation 
and that nobody should go back and 
live there. (The Hotel, and Euro
peans settled in the sam e area were 
not affected.

*  The Board advised or warned African 
erf-ow ners not to go to any expense 
in rebuilding substantial houses, as 
the Board believed “ That the whole 
village is to be declared W hite.”

*  The Bantu Administration Depart
ment had indicated that erven could 
be sold to  A fricans in the neighbour
ing reserves —  “ their traditional 
home” , not in the now “ white areas.”

*  That in the meantime no African was 
to SELL or W ILL any erven to any 
racial group other than members of 
the White groups.

*  That the removal o f Africans would 
take time and that this could be done 
“ with or without com pensation.”

F or the Coloured com m unity the posi
tion w as a  little different. Negotiations 
w ould be opened with the National Hous
ing Commission to  settle Coloureds near 
the “ R ifle Range” , below  the National 
Road and erven would be surveyed and 
sold to  the Coloured group. Arrange
m ents could also be made to have pre
sent Coloured erven exchanged fo r  those 
to be cut in the Coloured area.

This was the startling statement issu
ed by  the Board, and the Chairman made 
a point o f  stressing that he was not pre
pared to answer questions, so no ques
tions were asked.

Perhaps it would be expedient at this 
juncture to  g ive a  rough picture o f  the 
village. The whole o f  the business area 
is owned by  Whites, Coloureds, and the 
only tw o Asiatics. A fricans own 28 
freehold erven —  Coloureds 19. (I  have 
not the figure o f  erven owned by Euro
peans). The W hite residential area is 
on higher ground, safe from  any flood, 
though the m ain business area w as in 
the flood area. There is no location or 
A frican  Township.

C am p a ign  o f Intim idation O p e ns

Following the Board’s statement, a 
feverish campaign o f intimidation open
ed, with notice served on some African 
and Coloured residents of Tent Town.
Strangely enough these notices came 
from  the Native Commissioner and not 
from  the Village Management Board and 
in them the section o f  the law under 
which these people w ere being ejected 
w as not quoted. The notices w ere with
drawn as fast as they w ere issued. The 
second batch o f notices w as issued by 
the Board to  erf owners to  clear the 
mass o f  sand, silt and destroyed houses 
Act. Failure to  com ply with the order 
within a  m onth under the Public Health 
notice entailed prosecution.

A  "W h ite  S p o t "  in Bantustan

The most significant thing the flood 
had done in Umzimkulu is to wash the 
village “ white.”  The “ Bantustan Em 
pire o f  Bantu Self-Governm ent”  is 
shrinking, slices are being cut o f f  to 
accom m odate a few  W hite settlers, and 
not only that, but A fricans are being 
displaced and deprived o f  freehold pro
perties which they have occupied since 
the 1880's.

While the praise-maker w as dancing 
and praising Mr. de W et Nel in Umtata, 
and while the President o f  Transkeian 
Territorial Authority w as "thanking the 
father o f  A fricans," while the whole 
“ territorial Parliam ent”  w as giving the 
Royal salute o f "B ayete” , somewhere in 
the vast “ Em pire" a  small village was 
being sliced o f f  from  the control o f  the 
newly inaugurated “ Bantu Parliament.”

The flood w as on M ay 17th and 18th. 
The “ Bantu Parliam ent”  was inaugu
rated on the 26th May.

Rumour has it that bigger slices will 
be cut o ff  this “ empire”  —  e.g. Mata- 
tiele, Umzimkulu Village with its six 
surrounding White farm s, and that the 
big district o f Mount Currie will be an
nexed to Natal, and this Umzimkulu 
River will cease being a “ Natural East
ern Boundary” , o f the Bantustan Em
pire.

Tim e w ill reveal the sincerity or hol
lowness o f the Bantustan dummy!
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—  ON THE DEVLIN C O M M ISS IO N  REPORT —

NYASALAND: A HOUSE DIVIDED
Enough tim e and type has been devot

ed to the findings o f the Devlin Commis
sion about the so-called “ murder p lot'1 of 
the Nyasaland A frican  Congress, which 
form ed the Governor’s justification for 
the State o f Em ergency decreed on 3rd 
March. The Commission found that 
there was neither talk am ongst Con
gressm en o f  “ cold-blooded assassination 
or  m assacre”  nor “ anything that could 
be called a  plot nor, except in a very 
loose sense a  plan.”  Pom pous discours
es on logic and elephantine broadsides 
o f  sarcasm  have been used to erase this 
verdict, or to prove it contradictory —  
and therefore apparently false —  in the 
fa ce  o f the further verdict: that “ v io
lence was to be adopted as a  policy”  and 
"there w as talk o f  beating and killing 
Europeans.”

In  fa ct  there is nothing contradictory 
about it at all, as anyone who takes the 
trouble to read the report as a whole 
will appreciate. The report generally is 
fa r  m ore judical than any o f  its critics, 
fa r  more concerned for the facts and far 
less concerned to justify  the government 
o f  Nyasaland than those who attack it 
so easily. It is not the intention here to 
analyse and dissect what the report has 
to say on this vital matter. To some 
extent that is churning over the ashes 
o f the past. There are more important 
matters dealt with in the report, and 
ones which a ffect the present course o f 
Nyasaland events and will also surely 
determine its future. Such, fo r  instance, 
is the characterisation o f the two great 
opposing forces in Nyasaland society —  
the governm ent on the one hand, Con
gress on the other.

“ Between the Government and Con
gress there was a profound difference of 
attitude”  says the Commission, referring 
to  the period before any disturbances 
whatsoever had taken place. “ Congress 
behaved as if  Nyasaland was capable of 
functioning as a dem ocracy in the fu ll
est sense and that the Government was 
holding things back. The Government 
on the other hand became increasingly 
intolerant o f  any opposition on western 
or dem ocratic lines . . . This conflict 
. . .  is no doubt a com m on feature o f the 
em ergence o f dem ocracy all over the 
world.”  Perhaps, in the long historical 
sense, this conflict is part o f the emer
gence o f Nyasaland towards democracy. 
But in its immediate result, from  this 
conflict flowed the disturbances, the 
state o f em ergency, the banning o f Con
gress and the arrest o f Congress leaders 
and members. From this conflict has 
developed a Nyasaland which, in the 
words o f the Commission “ . . . is —  no 
doubt only temporarily —  a police state, 
where it is not safe for anyone to ex
press approval o f the policies o f the Con

gress party, to which before March 3rd, 
1959 the vast majority of politically 
minded A fricans belonged, and where it 
is unwise to express any but the most 
restrained criticism o f government pol
icy.”

by

L. BERNSTEIN

Unity and O pposition

Throughout the report runs this theme 
o f  the profound opposition of Congress 
and govermnent on every important m at
ter, on agricultural policy and soil con
servation, on the right o f free speech 
and assembly, on the authority and pow 
ers o f  chiefs, on the composition o f the 
legislature and the right to vote; but 
most importantly, on the issue o f mem
bership o f  the Central African Federa
tion. In its opposition to Federation, 
Congress spoke for every section o f the 
Nyasa people, fo r  “ the educated A fri
can . . . feeling that he is looked on as 
an inferior being, trea.ed at best as a 
second class citizen. The partly edu
cated, who have been to Southern R h o
desia and the Union o f South A frica  as 
labourers . . . dislike the ways and atti
tudes they have seen there. The com 
pletely uneducated fears fo r  his land . . . 
Federation means the domination of 
Southern Rhodesia; the domination of 
Southern Rhodesia means the domina
tion of the settler; the domination of the 
settler means the perpetuation of racial 
inferiority and o f the threat to the Af 
rican’s land: that is the argument." 
"Opposition to Federation” says the 
Commission, “ was deeply rooted and al
m ost universally held. Even am ongs. 
the chiefs, many o f whom arc loyal to 
the Government and dislike Congress 
methods, we have not heard a single one 
who is in favour o f Federation." On 
one side, the whole people; on the other 
the Government, which “ cannot and will 
not go  back on Federation; i; treats the 
question as one that is no longer open. ' 

The government —  as it was before 
ever the State o f Em ergency was 
described by the Commission as "a  be
nevolent despotism." It consists o f a 
m ajority o f  European officials, appoint
ed by the Governor. "E very member of 
the Government" the Commission grave
ly records, "believes that at bottom  in 
Nyasaland there is government by con
sent and would not be happy if he 
thought otherwise.”  This happy belief 
is not directly challenged by the Com
mission; but an insight into this govern

ment "by  consent”  is given here and 
there throughout the report. The gov 
ernment view, fo r  example, “ is based on 
the assumption that, apart from  a small 
minority o f  self-seeking trouble makers, 
the A frican wants what is best fo r  him 
. . . and the Government knows what 
that is.”  "Freedom  o f speech is con
sidered to be one o f the essential condi
tions o f  dem ocracy and therefore the 
right o f  assembly is jealously preserved:
. . . This right has never been recognised 
among A fricans . . . ”  “ It is indeed, the 
government claim, because of the diffi
culty o f m aking the A frican see fo r  him
self the advantages o f soil conservation 
that it is necessary to enforce these 
rules by penalties and not simply to rely 
upon the education o f the African up to 
higher agricultural standards.”  "The 
Government's view is that these nation
alist aspirations are the thoughts o f  only 
a  small minority o f political Africans, 
mainly self-seekers . . . W e have not 
found this to be so."

Iron Hand

Call it what you will, despotism, bene
volent despotism or 'government by con
sent’ . This w as —  and still is —  the 
government. “ W e think” says the Com
mission, “ that before there was any sug
gestion o f a murder plot it had been 
contemplated that all branch officials 
o f Congress should be arrested in the 
event o f  an emergency. The decision to 
suppress Congress, we think, owed more 
to its belief that its continued activities 
were making government impossible 
than to the feeling that it was, or might 
be, a terrorist organisation.”  A ccord
ingly, on March 3rd, when the opposi
tion o f Congress and government had 
reached near bursting point, the govern
ment by emergency decree, suppressed 
Congress.

The suppression o f Congress started 
with the before-dawn arrests o f over 
two hundred selected Congress leaders, 
in a carefully prepared combined police 
and military operation known as "O p
eration Sunrise." "In Nyasaland”  says 
the Comnvssion. “ it has been the prac- 
l.ce at least since 1954 fo r  the special 
branch to maintain a list o f “ suspects" 
whom it thinks might have to be arrest
ed on the declaration o f an emergency. 
In November 1958 a complete revision 
o f the list was undertaken . . .  to include 
all those persons who were believed to 
be members o f the central executive 
committee, or o f the three provincial 
com m ittees or were known as the chair
man or secretary o f  any branch.”  Some 
time later, when infoilmers reported that 
a special conference had been held (with 
the knowledge and consent o f the auth-
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AFRICA
orities!) at which a  “ m assacre plan”  had 
been adopted, the list w as “ revised, to 
include any person known to have at
tended the em ergency conference . . . 
w ith some others added whose names 
the special branch had submitted as like
ly to be a menace to public tranquility.”

The Round-Up

The manner o f the arrests varied. 
Dr. Banda's “ front door was forced with 
an axe . . . Dr. Banda was refused per
mission to dress . . . the house was 
searched, all locks being broken open 
with an axe or bayonet.”  “ Chifaka says 
that he w as held down on the bed and 
beaten. W e think that this is probably 
exaggerated, but the wounds on his head 
suggest that he w as beaten even more 
severely than the police adm it." "N i- 
kodim o was arrested and handcuffed . . . 
He was struck three times with batons 
. . . Handcuffs were then put on his 
ankles.”  “ Nanseta was still naked 
when taken outside. Nanseta’s story is 
that four special constables came in and 
started beating him. W e are not satis
fied that he began shouting before he 
was struck.”  “ A  pane o f  glass was 
broken to effect entry and this roused 
Ziba who started yelling and shouting 
. . . The A.D.C. broke down the door 
. . . Owing to the noise it slipped the 
A.D .C.’s mind to say what he was there 
for. Ziba did not advance to attack . . .

the special constable joined in and 
struck Ziba on the head with his shot
gun so that it shattered and both bar
rels were discharged in the air. The 
A.D.C. hit him on the head with a  baton 
which broke; and then again with the 
butt o f his rifle.” “ General instructions 
in the Mzimba district permitted arrest
ed persons to be handcuffed, tied at el
bows and at the ankles and gagged. The 
majority appear to have been treated 
this w ay.”

The arrested m en w ere to be removed 
from  Nyasaland to Federal prisons by 
w ay o f the m otor vessel Mpasa. “ P ri
soners travelled in the hold . . .  we think 
the hold must have been about 50 feet 
long, 20 feet wide and twelve feet high. 
It contained as well as the detainees 84 
tons o f cem ent in paper bags . . .  A t 
the top the hold is com pletely covered 
with planks . . . kept wedged down when 
the ship w as in port or during the night 
time; but during the day while at sea, 
tw o o f the corners w ere opened up to let 
light in . . . The ship left Nkata Bay 
with a  total o f  75 detainees aboard . . . 
The first few  had been in the hold for 
just over three days and three nights” 
when she docked at Chipoka.

From Raids to Riots

A s the news o f  these arrests spread in 
the towns and villages, crowds began to 
assemble, som e angry, some m erely 
wishing to interview the local officials

to discover the reasons fo r  the arrests. 
All such gatherings w ere forcibly  dis
persed. Including in their figures tw o 
men shot and killed in disturbances o f a 
sim ilar sort before Operation Sunrise, 
the Commission records that “ 44 men 
and four wom en were killed by  gunfire, 
and three w ere killed by the use o f  a 
baton or bayonet. 79 w ere wounded by 
bullets. A ll these persons killed or 
wounded w ere A fricans . . . Probably 
there w as a  number suffering from  m in
or bullet wounds and a m uch larger num 
ber suffering from  baton injuries who 
did not go  to  hispital at all . . . A s  a 
result o f force  em ployed by  rioters and 
other criminals, all o f  them Africans, 
during this period there w ere no deaths 
but about half a  dozen Europeans and 
A fricans w ere injured som e o f  them 
quite seriously.”

Of Operation Sunrise itself, the Com 
mission finds: “ That it is quite evident 
that unnecessary and therefore illegal 
force w as used in m aking a  number o f 
these arrests; illegal measures o f  re
straint w ere also employed. A part from  
those instances which m ay not be de
fensible judged by  any standards, you 
m ay think that the incidents show gen
erally a  freer use o f the baton than 
would be tolerated in this country (B ri
ta in ).”  But the servants o f the Nyasa-

A f r i c a ’s B i g g e s t  Da m
A  miniature Aswan Dam project is under w ay on 

a  site on the outskirts o f  Moscow. Here on a site one- 
hundredth o f  the actual Aswan dam site a  little river, 
the Skodnya, is being used to simulate the Nile and 
Professor Komzin, Soviet adviser on the construction 

i o f E gypt’s Aswan dam which will be the largest hydro
engineering structure in A frica, is carrying out experi
mental designs to arrive at the m ost econom ical con
struction schedule on the Aswan dam itself.

The Soviet design for the High Aswan dam project 
w as approved by the United Arab Republic a fter dis
cussion by an international commission o f  hydro
engineering experts. British, French and W est G er
man firm s also submitted projects for the dam but the 
Soviet proposals were found to be better, simpler and 
considerably cheaper.

A  problem, which, fo r  instance, the British draft 
solved by the construction o f seven rock  tunnels, some 
eight miles long, is solved in the Soviet draft by  a 
simple canal little more than a mile in length.

Soviet engineers will supervise the carrying out of 
the work, and thousands o f  tons of Soviet machinery 
and equipment are being sent to Egypt for the pur
pose —  ranging from  metails and cables to 25-ton tip
lorries and giant excavators and electric suction 
dredgers.

A  special training centre will be set up at Aswan, at 
, which Soviet hydro engineers will train Egyptian 
j workers.

Building w ork will start this year.
Egypt has at present probably less cultivated land 

per inhabitant than any other —  few er than six million 
acres, needed to feed 25,000,000 Egyptians and also grow  
cotton, rice, onions, and other crops, the bulk o f which 
are exported to pay fo r  industrial imports.

Nine in ten o f  these acres rely on irrigation from  the 
Nile. There could be a vast increase in crop areas if 
only more water was regularly available.

The High Aswan Dam will solve this problem. It

w i l l  be  S o v i e t  B u i l t
will g ive Egyptian fa im ers billions o f gallons more 
water every year, m aking it possible to add another 
two million acres to their arable farm ing areas right 
away.

The dam will end the floods in the Nile valley, and 
it will also end the drought.

This means an increase in E gypt’s agricultural out
put o f at least half.

On the dam will be a  20,080,000 kw. hydro-electric 
.station, With an annual power output o f 10,000 million 
kwh —  fa r  m ore electricity than Egypt will need for 
many years to  come.

Cheap hydropow er will speed the development of 
E gypt’s young industries.

There will be power for the pumping stations along 
the irrigation canals.

Favourable conditions w ill be created for producing 
ihe nitrogen fertilisers the country needs, and fo r  de
veloping electric blast-furnace production and other 
branches o f electro-m etallurgy.

Regulation o f the flow  o f  the river will also con
siderably improve navigation conditions on the Nile, 
and prom ote the further development o f shipping.

United A rab Republic econom ists estim ate that all 
the investments fo r  building the Aswan Dam will be 
recovered in one or tw o years.

The dam site is fa r from  the coast -—  som e 550 miles 
up the Nile from  Cairo —  and a great deal o f prelim 
inary w ork in the building o f roads, pow er grids, ra il
ways, airfields and river wharves is already under way.

“ W e are certain,” says the project’ s chief engineer, 
Nikolai Malyshev, “ that in the nearest future, as a 
result o f the efforts o f  Egyptian workers, engineers and 
scientists, and with the Soviet Union's technical assist
ance there will rise in the Nile valley the b iggest hydro
engineering structure in Africa.

“ It  will harness one o f  the m ightiest rivers o f  the 
w orld for the benefit and prosperity o f  the people o f 
the United A rab Republic.”
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land governm ent apparently do not think 
so. “ Having seen all those who were 
responsible fo r  the shootings . . .  we are 
satisfied that each man did what he did 
because he honestly fe lt  that he could 
not discharge his duty in any other 
w ay.”  They, too, no doubt, could not 
be happy if they thought otherwise.

Riots to  Reprisals

From  Operation Sunrise the govern- 
(ment proceeded to  "a  vigorous policy o f 
harassing and breaking up Congress or
ganisers, supporters and hoodlums at a 
low er level . . . The objectives o f the 
new operation w ere to  arrest loaders 
still at large, to make propaganda, to 
give firm  but friendly displays o f  force 
in quiescent areas and to take tough, 
punitive action in areas where lawless
ness and acts o f violence w ere being 
perpetrated or planned.”  The emphasis 
has clearly been on the “ tough and pu
nitive” , not on the “ firm  and friendly.” 
Large scale raids on Congress members 
houses have resulted in a  "a  substantial 
number o f  persons”  being sent to prison 
fo r  continued membership o f  the now 
illegal Congress —  from  six  m onths to 
tw o years sentences —  or for m anaging 
or organising Congress a fter March 3rd
—  up to five years sentence. Evidence 
o f continued membership o f  Congress is 
not hard to  find. “ In som e cases a 
search o f  prem ises has shown a m em 
bership card or a  receipt fo r  a  subscrip- 
tnon dated a fter March 3rd; then the 
position is clear”  says the Commission. 
“ But in most cases, what has been found 
is . . . dated before 3rd March. A liberal 
construction o f section 73(3) (Penal 
Code) would be that a document did not 
‘ relate to an unlawful society ' unless at 
the tim e o f its issue the society was un
lawful. This view  has not so far been 
taken by the courts in Nyasaland. In
deed, the discovery o f old documents has 
been held to  be virtually conclusive 
proof, fo r  it is said, that the failure to 
destroy the document a fter 3rd March 
shows that the holder intended to con
tinue his membership.”

“ W here membership o f  Congress can
not be proved”  says the Commission, 
"persons w ho are suspected o f subver
sive tendency can be detained under 
em ergency regulations . . . W e under
stand that by the middle o f  M ay about 
1,000 persons had been or were detained 
. . .  In this context w e think that ‘sub
versive’ behaviour is being given a  very 
wide meaning . . . Two observations 
m ade to us by D istrict Commissioners 
show that it has becom e difficult to dis
tinguish between opposition to the G ov
ernm ent and subversion.”

Reprisals to W a r

Raids and searches have not all been 
Individual. Villages have been cordoned 
off “ at night or In the early hours o f

the m orning . . . Police or soldiers 
w ould then go  to  the village, banging on 
the doors o f  the huts, breaking in if ne
cessary, bringing the men out into the 
centre o f  the village. The men m ight 
be questioned in the village or they 
m ight be put into a  lorry and taken o ff 
to the police station . . . A ccord ing  to 
the w ay in which they answered their 
interrogators, they m ight either be re
leased in a  day or tw o or they m ight be 
subjected to a  28 day (detention) order. 
W hen the alarm was given at the beg n- 
ning o f  the operation, men might try  to 
run away . . . Cordoning troops nad 
power to shoot such people if they failed 
to halt. Over a  period o f  12 days, 11 
casualties w ere caused, six o f  them fatal 
during these operations.” "W e  are in
clined to think that the search for want
ed men was hardly more than incidental 
to  the main purpose o f the operation, 
which w as to impose a form  o f collec
tive punishment . . . They were punitive 
expeditions intended to make it plain 
that siding with Congress led to very 
unpleasant consequences.”

N ot the least o f  these unpleasant con
sequences has been the burning o f  huts, 
often together with all the occupier’s 
possessions. "The com plaints we receiv
ed said that houses were being burnt 
simply because they belonged to per
son? w ho were thought to be Congress 
sympathisers. W e believe this to be the 
case.” "W e  heard m any complaints 
that implements —  axes, choppers, 
pangas etc. —  w ere taken wholesale 
from  houses which w ere searched . . . 
It is admitted that a  great deal o f this 
was done and w e find that it w as a  gen
eral practice to take all the implements 
from  a house that was searched, which 
would frequently mean from  all the 
houses in a  village . . .  N o arrange
ment has been made for returning the 
implements or fo r  paying compensation. 
We must note that no fire arms were 
ever confiscated . . . There is no provi
sion in the law which gives a blanket 
authority fo r  the seizure o f  implements 
in any circum stances . . . ”

Generally, the Commission concludes, 
"A n  aggressive and bullying attitude 
wj.-- part o f  the treatm ent and lack of 
submission to it meant hitting and beat
ing. A ll this was generally known and 
w e sought opinions about it at every le
vel in the administration. They varied 
from  those w ho thought it proper and 
desirable to those who thought it regret
table but inevitable. The Government 
has not at any time, either before us or, 
so far as we are aware, to anyone else, 
expressed regret or disapproval of what 
has been done under these heads.”

A n d  Still D iv ided

This is a  fitting note on which to  end 
the report. The Government remains 
the Government. Congress is suppress
ed. hounded, imprisoned and beaten. But 
the conflict between people and Govern-

African Protests at 
French Bomb Test

The W est African campaign 
against France’s plan to  carry out 
a  nuclear bomb test in the Sahara 
has solid backing throughout Gha
na, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Guinea 
and the Cameroons as well as in 
some o f the French African terri
tories.

The Prime Minister o f Western 
Nigeria, Mr. A . O. Aw olow o has 
warned France that N igeria’s fo r 
eign policy towards France when 
she becom es independent next year 
m ight well be defined by  France’s 
reaction to the protests.

Trade union leaders are calling 
for a  campaign for a  total boy
cott o f  French goods unless the 
French call o f f  the Sahara bomb 
test.

ment which set the stage fo r  the State 
o f Em ergency and for the disturbances 
remain as acute as ever. The gu lf is as 
deep as it ever was, the bitterness more 
bitter. Neither Operation Sunrise nor 
Operation Break-up has erased any part 
o f the Nyasa opposition to Federation. 
And already, as the new constitutional 
change scheduled fo r  1960 comes closer, 
there are signs that the British G overn
ment at any rate recognises that dreams 
of Central A frican  Federation under 
Southern Rhodesian premier Welensky 
have been shattered on the shores o f 
Lake Nyasa.

“ A s power w as transferred from  the 
British Government”  in respect o f the 
Northern Territories (N yasaland and 
Northern Rhodesias) Lord Hom e told 
the House o f  Commons not long ago, “ it 
w ould be transferred not to the Federal 
Government but to the governm ents of 
the Northern Territories, which would 
becom e more and more representative of 
A fricans until they had an A frican  m a
jority .”  N ot yet perhaps all that the 
Nyasaland Congress and people have 
been demanding. N ot yet full indepen
dence and an A frican  m ajority  govern
ment outside the Federation. But a 
m ove in the same direction.

And as the history o f  Ghana shows, 
when the m ass o f  the population are 
fired with the vision o f  independence, 
superior force and prisons cannot con
tain them fo r  long. Dr. Banda and Mr. 
Chipembere w ill surely, like Dr. Nkru- 
mah, yet m ove straight from  the jails to 
the seats o f  Nyasaland government.
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Zitn&o&uM
by HENRI BART

Reprinted from THE UNESCO COURIER 

October, 1959.

To the south of Salisbury lie the ruins of Zimbabwe. With its 
massive stone walls, terraced battlements and towers, Zimbab
we is only one —  though the best preserved —  of a score of 
ruins in Rhodesia, which, together with even more sites where 

gold, copper, iron and tin were mined, prove that an African 

civilisation grew and flowered some 12 centuries before Euro
peans entered the land.

Ninety-one years ago a wandering 
hunter named Adam  Renders returned 
southward from  the unexplored lands o f 
what would becom e Southern Rhodesia, 
beyond the river Limpopo, and made 
himself fam ous with a strange tale. Not 
fa r  beyond the river, not as much as 200 
miles beyond it, he had seen tall grey 
ruins in the bush. He could say little 
m ore than that, for  he had never seen 
such walls and towers before; but the 
tale passed round, and grew  the stranger 
as it passed, and those who heard it 
reckoned that A frica  had once again 
sprung one o f its surprises. A  hidden 
civilisation in the northern plains: who 
could have expected that?

A  German geologist called Mauch was 
next to see this m ystery in towering 
stone. Four years after Renders, he in 
his turn came back across the Lim popo 
and declared that he had seen a fo r 
tress on a hilltop that was surely a copy 
o f King Solomon s temple on Mount M o
riah; below it, in the valley, he had seen 
a great building in stone that was just 
as surely a copy o f the palace in which 
the Queen o f Sheba had dwelt at Jerusa
lem in the 10th century B.C.

The story spread across the world. 
Thirteen years after M auch’s return, an 
unknown writer called Rider H aggard 
made name and fortune with a book 
called King Solomon’s Mines, a fine ro
mantic tale o f diamonds and A frica. 
And a few  years later the land was open
ed for  European occupation by an invad
ing British column, and many more re
ports came back. Y et Renders and 
Mauch, it seemed, had not exaggerated: 
the ruins really were tall and spacious—  
and inexplicable. Could any A frican  
“ native”  have built them ? The idea 
seemed absurd. Here an alien hand had 
been at w ork: another and much earlier 
conqueror from  outside. England was 
only entering on that vanished conquer
or ’s heritage.

Gold Rush in the 'Land of Ophir'

“ Today then” , wrote one o f the pion
eers o f 1891, the year when the British 
took possession o f these lands to the 
north o f  the Limpopo, "The Englishman 
is in the land o f Ophir —  opening afresh 
the treasure house o f antiquity . . . .

(and soon) we m ay expect to see the 
im age o f Queen V ictoria stamped on the 
gold with which King Solomon overlaid 
his ivory throne, and wreathed the cedar 
pillars o f his tem ple.”

And then it was discovered that the 
ruins o f Zimbabwe were not alone. Little 
by little, as pioneering columns pushed 
northward across the plains and spread 
aw ay on either side, men stumbled on 
many other such ruins: none o f them so 
large and splendid as Zimbabwe, but all 
o f them bearing an undeniable stamp of 
dignity and civic strength.

Yet if  this was the Land o f Ophir, 
the source o f all those talents o f gold 
which the Queen o f Sheba gave to Solo
mon, surely much o f it must still re
m ain? M any asked themselves this 
question; and many hastened northwards 
in the hope o f treasure. They found un
mistakable signs o f  ancient mining: 
hundreds, even thousands, o f abandoned 
mine w orkings thirty or sixty feet deep 
or so, scattered across the land. They 
staked new claim s; and they were not 
always disappointed.

Others took an easier road to wealth. 
They plundered the ruins. A  prospector 
called Neal teamed up with a couple o f 
hopefuls in Johannesburg to form  an 
Ancient Ruins Company Limited, and 
managed to  loot 500 ounces o f  worked 
gold from  burials in the ruins o f Rhode
sia before high authority, realising what 
precious knowledge was probably being 
lost forever with the gold, ordered them 
to stop. That was in 1900. “ But the 
damage done” , w rote the late J. F. 
Schofield, “ was immense, fo r  everything 
except the gold was treated in a most 
reckless manner”  —  while the gold, or 
m ost o f  it, was melted down and sold.

When it cam e to  explaining the origin 
o f  these ruins and mine workings, the 
“ legend o f  Ophir’ for  long led the field. 
Am ateur archaeologists, eagerly inves
tigating these ruins with their minds full 
o f rem ote antiquity, declared they were 
Sabaean and Phoenician. They belong
ed, that is, to  a period going back some 
thousand years and more beyond the be
ginning o f  the Christian era. These 
battlements and towers, it w as said, 
were m anifestly the w ork o f  civilising

intruders from  the north, from  beyond 
the seas: they were not the work o f na
tive Africans. Nothing like them, after 
all, existed anywhere in southern A fr i
ca: nor was it in any case thinkable, it 
was added, that the savage ancestors o f 
these savage natives whom Europeans 
were even then subduing with such toil 
and bloodshed could ever have raised 
such monuments to a civilised past.

But a few  others were not o f this 
opinion. On the contrary replied Selous, 
some o f these A fricans are still build
ing in stone in much the same w ay: and 
som e o f them are still sinking mines. 
It was hard to deny authority to Selous, 
fo r  none o f the wandering hunters o f 
those pioneering days knew the country 
half so well. The controversy raged.

Impressed by the bitterness o f argu
ment, the British Association entered the 
fray  in 1905. It appointed a trained 
archaeologist called David Randall-M ac- 
Iver to make a report on these much dis
puted ruins. M aclver’s findings added 
fuel to the flames. He dismissed as non
sense the claims o f  ancient or foreign 
origin: the ruins, he said, could be prov
ed to  be relatively m odem  —  dating 
perhaps to the 14th or 15th century A.D.
—  and in his opinion they were undoubt
edly the w ork o f native Africans.

The "O phir-ites”  were not dismayed. 
They returned to the charge. And they 
returned with such good effect that a 
quarter o f  a century later, in 1929, the 
British Association appointed another 
trained archaeologist whose work, it was 
thought, must surely carry conviction. 
Three years later Miss Gertrude Caton- 
Thompson published her great book, 
The Zimbabwe Culture, and confirmed 
the substance o f  everything that M ac- 
Iver had said about Zimbabwe. The 
ruins, she found, were mediaeval in date 
and Bantu in origin. They were pro
bably a little older than M aclver had 
thought; but not by much.

Stone Monuments to an Iron Age

Even in face  o f  this —  and Miss 
Caton-Thom pson’s book has since be
com e the “ Bible”  o f  all serious archaeo
logical investigation in southern A frica

(Continued on page 14)
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He Wanted No Tomorrow!
A s far as I know, A lfred Hutchinson 

was front page news only once in his 
life. F or a brief moment the press fea 
tured his arrest in Tanganyika on a 
charge o f  entering the country without 
official documents. For a day or two, 
while they filled in the background of 
Hutchinson’s career —  A.N .C . official, 
school-teacher, treason trialist, -—  the 
news-hawks follow ed his story. They 
told o f  Tanganyika’s declaration that 
he was a prohibited im m igrant; o f 
Christian A ction ’s immediate o ffer  of 
an air-fare anywhere he desired to pre
vent his forced repatriation to South 
A frica ; o f his air flight to Ghana and 
his appearance at the A ccra  Conference 
as a delegate o f the A frican  National 
Congress. And there the story ended. 
A fter a brief moment, Hutch faded from  
the news as suddenly and mysteriously 
as he had crashed into it.

Because o f this brief moment, Hutch 
is remembered by many only as the 
Treason Trialist who got away. There 
have been others who have remembered 
him as the one who ran away. It is the 
measure o f the man, perhaps, that 
am ongst this second grcup there are 
none o f those who would have the best 
reasons for bitterness and envy —  none 
o f the hundred and fifty  five who spent 
over two years in the same Drill Hall, 
in the tedium and privation o f the trea
son trial; none o f those m any A.N.C. 
officials and leaders who have lived 
through the same endless round o f Spe
cial Branch persecution and harrying of 
the past several years. A lm ost all o f 
these whose views I have heard feel a 
g low  of satisfaction that Hutch, finally, 
got away from  it all.

The Special Plea

Perhaps this is because Hutch is 
something special. Not special because 
he got away. Others have done it be
fore, often more easily, m ore legitim ate
ly, less painfully. Am ongst the Non- 
W hite writers o f  talent, Arthur Mai- 
mane, Bloke Modisane, Zeke Mphahlele 
have all made the break from  Ver- 
w oerd’s South A frica . Before then, 
even before the days o f Nationalist gov 
ernment, there were others who made 
the break, so long ago and finally that 
they are no longer 'our people’ but aliens
—  Gerard Sekoto, painting rootlessly 
in Paris, Peter Abraham s w riting root
lessly in London. Doubtless those who 
knew them all could enter special plead
ings, special justifications fo r  their deci
sions. South A frica  is a  grim  place for

L. BERNSTEIN writes on 

"R O A D  TO  G H A N A "  

by Alfred Hutchinson

all who are not W hite. It is doubly grim  
fo r  those who feel, react and desire more 
keenly and sensitively than the rest o f 
us, and thus are able to depict their 
emotions artistically and dram atically 
to others.

I knew Hutch. I did not know the 
others except as nodding acquaintances. 
F or Hutch I can enter the special plea 
and the special justification. I doubt if 
it is necessary. Hutch is —  above all 
else —• a writer. And the justification 
o f a writer is his writing. In his few  
months o f  escape in Ghana, Hutch has 
justified his decision by writing a book, 
a fine, sensitive book, w orthy o f  his 
great talent fo r  descriptive prose. In 
all his years in South A frica  he wrote 
little —  an unsuccessful and unsatisfac
tory novel, som e prom ising short stories, 
some m agnificent but slender descriptive 
sketches mainly for  small circulation 
magazines like Fighting Talk. None of 
it was w orthy o f  the real ability o f the 
man. And all o f  it written with such 
tremendous pain and suffering, such 
torturing, and only under relentless pres
sure and nagging by editors and friends. 
In South A frica  as it is today, Hutch’s 
talent would have slowly shrivelled up 
an died, leaving behind it only the stray 
flash o f inspiration to tell o f  what might 
have been.

All Set for Tragedy

All the worst combinations o f  the 
worst features o f  South A frican racial
ism seem to have afflicted Hutch. W ith 
one W hite grandparent and both parents 
African, Hutch was patently Coloured. 
Yet he chose to live as an African, tak
ing lodgings in A frican  areas, making 
friends chiefly  am ongst Africans. Else
where even in A frica , this could mean 
little more than choosing the special 
econom ic privileges reserved fo r  A fr i
cans. In South A fr ica  it set the stage 
for  tragedy. In his book Hutch tells 
o f the nightm arish hounding to which 
he was subjected by Pass O ffice  o ff i
cials under Special Branch police inspir
ation. On the one hand, he is arrested 
and charged fo r  being a Coloured man 
in an A frican  township without a special 
permit. A lm ost simultaneously he is 
charged with being an African, not re
gistered with the pass office. The tra
g ic clim ax com es when the man who

has lived, by choice, as an A frican has 
to prove in court that he is Coloured, 
or be deported from  the town —  perhaps 
to a Bethal farm .

Triple Crisis

The story is wonderfully told, with 
those flashes o f great descriptive w rit
ing o f which Hutch is so capable. It is 
told alm ost in undertones, played down 
with tremendous dramatic effect. A long
side this clim ax to his troubles, Hutch 
tells o f the other prongs o f the triple 
crisis which determined irrevocably the 
decision to get aw ay without delay. He 
tells in the same studious understate
ment o f Hazel, the European woman 
with whom he fell in love, a hopeless, 
tragic-destined love if  lived out in South 
A frica  against Im m orality A cts and 
M ixed M arriages prohibitions. This a f
fair, too, moves to climax, with police 
seeking Hazel for  deportation —  clearly 
such a woman is ‘undesirable’ in South 
A fr ica  —  and taunting and threatening 
Hutch with an im morality prosecution. 
Finally, to m ake the cup run over, is 
the tale o f confusion and uncertainty of 
future which again disrupted the even 
tenor o f treason trialists lives’ when the 
crown suddenly withdrew the indict
ment, without any indication whether 
the ordeal o f  trial would commence 
again, or when.

Out of the Strait-Jaclcet

Here was the turning point in Hutch’s 
life. A s he writes him self: “ I wanted no 
tom orrow ” —  not in South A frica. W ith
out passport and without permits, Hutch 
follow ed the ‘underground railway’ to 
liberty. His book tells not only o f the 
making o f the decision, but o f the jou r
ney itself, o f the people o f A frica  with 
whom he rubs brief shoulders in the 
trains and the buses, on the stations 
and in the ja ils that marked his pas
sage. N o one has ever written o f  A frica 
as Hutch writes. Every picture comes 
alive with living people, struggling to
wards life against all the cruelty, indif
ference and persecutions o f  Southern 
A frica. Here, in the pages o f  "R oad to 
Ghana”  is the justification fo r  Hutch’s 
decision to  travel the road. A frica  would 
be poorer i f  this book had not been w rit
ten.

And I  have no doubt that in South 
A frica  it would never have been w rit
ten. F or over two years, during re-

ROAD TO G H A N A  will be published 
in the new year.
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SPUTNIKS AND SOVIET SCIENCE
cesses and lunch adjournments of the 
treason trial, I talked to Hutch of books 
and o f writing. A lw ays Hutch was on 
the verge o f writing; always he was pre
paring, gathering, planning to make a 
start. On and o ff  over the years he 
spoke o f the book he was going to write
—  a book o f the farm  labourers in the 
Bethal fields, o f their lives, their pas
sage from  the pass-offenders police cell, 
the meaning for  them and their people 
o f  the treatment and inhumanity o f the 
Bethal labour system. That book was 
never started.

Life in South A fr ica  w as a strait- 
jacket for Hutch. Just keeping alive, 
just keeping sane, just staying human 
and unscarred was as much as a man 
o f his sensitivity could compass. Above 
this there was neither time nor energy 
nor even any longer the compelling urge 
to create. All his life, for  some rea
son I have never understood, Hutch has 
been known to his friends as "T ough .” 
In his way, I suppose, Hutch was tough. 
He followed his conscience into jail in 
the Defiance Campaign; he fought the 
good fight for  freedom  with the Con
gress movement when to do so invited 
persecution and hounding; and finally 
he travelled the road to freedom  in Gha
na the hard way, the hunted way, un
afraid. Hutch does not frighten easily. 
Perhaps then he is tough. But no artist 
o f  his compassion, with 'his sensitivity, 
could be tough enough to survive the or
deals which life heaped on his head and 
yet have strength to write creatively in 
a way which needs all o f a m an's sensi
tivity and heart.

Only once before did Hutch really 
write a complete book, a novel. I have 
not read it, though those who have tell 
me that it is far from  being his best 
w ork; at the time he was young, learn
ing the w riter's craft, immature. Yet 
a local publishing firm  accepted it for 
publication. Hutch once told me the 
story o f that affair. He was asked to 
call on the firm  to discuss terms. He 
went. He was received as a White 
South A frican custom arily receives a 
‘boy’ . He was not asked to sit down. 
No one shook his hand. The boss re
mained seated and talked; Hutch re
mained standing and listened. Terms 
were handed out, as though he were a 
house-boy applying for  a post. Hutch 
left the o ffice  bitter and disgusted. The 
novel went with him; he threw it into a 
drawer, and never afterwards tried to 
get it published. Somehow in that in
cident there is the m icrocosm  o f the man 
Hutch. W hite South A frica  coldly re
duced 'him from  the status o f writer to 
the status o f ‘boy ’ . From  that blow the 
writer never really recovered until he 
shook South A frica  and its caste society 
o ff  his back.

Did you know ? The Russians are 
using television to photograph the moon; 
the first sputnik had a  thrust o f 400,000 
lbs.; their Synchrophasotron weighs
36,000 tons and has a diameter o f 60 
yards.

Did you know that the Soviets were 
first in the production of electric power 
from  the atom, to  fly  around the world 
without refuelling, to have autom ation?

W here is the longest canal in the 
world, the biggest man-made dam and 
hydro-electric power station, the only 
anti-m agnetic ship in the world, cameras 
which take 50,000,000 pictures per second, 
or cameras which photograph the ocean 
depths at 30,000 feet dow n? W ho has 
the m ost accurate clock  in the w orld? 
The Russians do.

This is the theme o f “ Secrets of Soviet 
Science". But as the author points out 
they do not keep their secrets but pub
lish them widely. This book does a good 
job  of breaking through local news se
lection that keeps this inform ation from  
us.

P ity  though that a book on the w on
ders o f  Soviet achievement should re
flect so badly on British bookbinders 
that pages 49 to 65 (in m y copy anyway) 
should be missing!

SECRETS OF SOVIET SCIENCE 
by Lucien Barnier. Published by 
Allan W ingate. Price: 21s. 6d.

This book is a reprint of various art
icles published by Russian authors and 
scientists. A ri Sternfeld deals with the 
general background to adventure in 
space and then the story o f  the first 
three Sputniks is told, in a series o f 14 
short articles.

The first article by Sternfeld is excel
lent and worth a  second reading since it 
gives a down-to-earth analysis o f Astra- 
nautics. The other articles are badly 
chosen, I ’m afraid. Press cuttings at 
best make poor reading a year after they 
have first appeared. These cuttings are 
not well chosen from  those available and 
no attem pt has been made to edit them. 
The result is that we learn that the radio 
transmitters worked on 20 and 40 m ega
cycles in about four o f the reprinted art-

“ Road to Ghana”  is the proof that a 
free country has liberated not only the 
man but also his talents. Hutch, at long 
last his written a book comparable to 
liis talent. A lw ays there w ere in him 
ideas, stories, pictures, bubbling to burst 
out into words and print. N ow he has 
broken the strait-jacket, “ Road to Gha
na’ ’ is the justification not only o f 
Hutch and his decision to get aw ay from  
this country. It is also the vindication 
o f all those, am ongst them the editorial 
sta ff o f this journal, who have always 
held that Hutch was am ongst the best, 
perhaps the very best writer South A f 
rica has produced in our time.

icles. This together with other such re
petitive m atter becomes annoying.

The subject matter o f the articles is 
interesting and written in a popular form  
for  the general reader. It would have 
been much m ore satisfactory however to 
have had one o f the Soviet popular sci
ence writers commissioned to write a 
unified book  on the subject. This book 
is indeed a very poor substitute for  the 
real story as told by the Russians them
selves at the time when these things 
were happening.

SOVIET W RITIN G S ON EARTH  
SA TELLITE S AN D  SPACE T R A 
VEL. Published by M acGibbon and 
Kee. Price: 21s. 6d.

Dr. R. E. PRESS.

Here are some books you can 
afford  to  buy this Christmas. Be
cause book prices have now risen 
so high, these are all in the “ pa
perback”  category; and in the fa 
shion o f paperbacks are not newly 
issued books but, generally, re
prints. But no less readable for 
all that. Here are some worth 
reading that are at present on the 
bookshop shelves:
SPARTACU S, by Howard Fast 

(Panther). A  gripping novel of 
the revolt o f the Roman slaves 
against a decadent society. 

STALIN G RA D  by T. Plivier (B er
keley) . The grim  tale o f the des- 
struction o f the German Army, 
seen through German eyes. 

SH A K A  ZULU by E .A. Ritter 
(Panther). A  m agnificent decu- 
mented history o f one o f the 
greatest figures in the past of 
this country.

KNOCK ON A N Y  DOOR by W . 
M otley (F ontana). The story of 
how slum life turns a young 
man into a juvenile delinquent. 

DANCE IN TH E SUN by Dan Ja
cobson (A c e ). A  tale o f South 
African  conflict and suspense by 
a South A frican  writer.

TH E IN FO RM ER by L. O ’Flaher- 
ty  (Four Square). The fate o f a 
police agent in the days of Ire
land’s revolution.

And in more serious vain:
THE VO YAG E OF THE LUCKY 

DRAGON by R. E. Lapp (Pen
gu in ). The true story o f  the Ja
panese fishermen who fell vic
tims to the first H Bomb test. 

H IROSHIM A by John Hersey 
(Penguin). The moving account 
o f  the death o f a city when the 
first atom bomb was dropped.
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Job Reservation and the Unions
In South A fr ica  it is an important 

event when a contribution to  trade union 
literature is made, fo r  this does not hap
pen often as can be seen from  the fact 
that during the last ten years only four 
little-books have appeared, three o f them 
written by Mr. A lex  Hepple. The reasons 
fo r  this m ay suggest themselves after 
reading H. J. Simons’ and Ray A lexan
ders' 40 page pamphlet “ Job Reservation 
and the Trade Unions.”

This pamphlet is undoubtedly a “ first”  
in the field  o f trade union literature. 
There is no other full study o f the South 
A frican  industrial colour bar and the 
role o f  the labour movement within its 
fram ework. Written by two experts 
(Dr. Simons lectures and w rites on A f 
rican Government and Law at the Uni
versity o f  Cape Town and R ay A lexan
der is a trade unionist victimised by the 
Government for  her opposition to racial 
discrimination) the job  reservation 
schemes o f the present Government are 
seen in perspective.

The authors trace the industrial colour 
bar to  its genesis and bring to light in a 
unique w ay the standpoints o f political 
movements and w orkers' organisations 
who in their times have opposed or sup
ported the industrial colour bar.

The booklet is thus a handbook for 
every w orker anxious to fight for  the 
right to skilled w ork. M o”c than that, 
it will be a standard te::tbcok for  re
search workers and the scuclnt o f our 
econom ic structure for  the writers have 
painstakingly tapped every source to re
veal the truth behind the co 'ou r bar.

In a modest foreword, the authors 
write, “ this little book describes some 
o f the methods used to keep workmen 
o f  different races apart and the effects 
upon the trade union movement” . F or 
the serious trade unionist however, the 
pamphlet does more than that for its 
objectivity has a com pelling effect upon 
him to examine his attitude to this sub
ject in a new light.

The Nationalist job  reservation 
schemes are explained as a system “ to 
give White w age earners an exclusive or 
preferred claim to selected occupations 
in industry, com m erce and the public 
service through statutory and admini
strative discrimination against Colour
eds, Indian and A frican  w orkers.”  The 
pamphlet systematically shows that 
“ this system extends ideas and practices 
that go  far back in our history and that 
a division o f labour between W hite and 
Brown people was established in the 
early days o f  W hite settlement at the 
Cape.”

. The authors take the reader through 
the history o f the colour bar in the min
ing industry, and, from  officia l state
ments relate the Nationalist P arty ’s 
crude concept o f  racial discrimination. 
The two opposite traditions in the trade 
union movement —  socialist and liberal 
thought as opposed to  W hite supremacy
—  provide som e hard facts which every 
trade unionist should know. A  chapter 
on Job Reservation in action hits home 
the tragedy o f racial discrimination and 
its effects on Non-W hite workers. F in 
ally the pamphlet discusses the form id
able barriers in the w ay o f Non-W hite 
w orkers whose tim e has com e to re
assess their positions In the trade union 
movement. It concludes on the note

that though the Non-W hite workers have 
not up to now turned the slogans 
EQ U AL RIGH T TO W O RK  AN D 
EQ U A L P A Y  FO R EQ U A L W O RK  into 
“ a m ajor battle cry ”  the new trends in 
the trade union movement will forge a 
stronger trade union movement which 
will break through present restrictions 
and provide their political organisations 
w ith a firm er basis.

The pamphlet’s appearance coincides 
with significant stirrings am ong Non- 
W hite trade unionists who are bearing 
the brunt o f  the new I.C. A ct and are 
looking fo r  a  w ay out o f  its clutches. 
They will find it a helpful guide. This 
study is also bound to make its mark 
on the trade union m ovem ent as a whole, 
for  its searchlight on the industrial col
our bar extends fa r  beyond the confines 
o f  Clause 77, (the job  reservation provi
sion ), o f the new I.C. Act.

JOB RESERVATIO N  AN D  THE 
TRA D E UNIONS, by Ray A lexan
der and H. J. Simons. Published by 
Enterprise Publishing Co., P.O. Box 
40, W oodstock, Cape Town. Price: 
2/6d.

Leon Levy.

New Watches
Edgar Snow wrote in ‘Red Star over 

China’ one o f the earliest and most im
pressively prophetic descriptions o f the 
new China in the m aking in the rough 
caves o f Yenan in the days when the 
names o f Mao Tse Tung and Chou En 
Lai meant little to the outside world. 
The far-seeing perception o f Snow ’s 
early days seems to have deserted him 
in later years as he joined the highly 
competitive band o f  foreign correspond
ents who flitted from  one war front to 
another and in the w ake o f news head
line personalities, quizzing everyone from  
Gandhi to King Ibn Saud, Truman to 
Stalin’s son, the V iceroy o f India to 
Churchill.

Where accurate reportage and pains
taking detailed study made Snow’s first 
great book, rushing about the w orld ’s 
capitals to be ‘first’ on the spot mars 
this one.

Snow 's journeyings and some autobio
graphy are written against the back
ground o f rather superficial com m entary 
on w orld politics in an atmosphere froz
en by Cold W ar icicles which seem to 
have laid their chilly finger on the writer 
too.

Snow’s old m agic is recaptured only 
in chapters that deal with those early 
days in China and in some fascinating 
accounts o f  conversations with states
men, Nehru and Gandhi forem ost. He 
tells the story o f  how  he and a supersti
tious Irish friend were struck by the 
fact that their wrist watches stopped at 
an interview with Gandhi and again 
when Gandhi was assassinated and then, 
ominously, at an interview with Nehru. 
W hat evil omen could this b e?  It was 
Nehru “ this son o f  occult A sia  who tilt
ed his Gandhi hat to  one side and smil
ed ‘W hat you need,’ he said, ‘are new 
watches’ .”

This Is the theme on which Snow ends. 
N ew  W atches are needed. It is fa r  too

A China Geography
This is one o f  the few  books available 

to readers in the W est dealing with the 
geography and the econom ic develop
ment taking place in China. Indeed in 
school and other text-books China is 
treated in such a  scanty fashion, com 
pletely out of proportion for  a country 
o f 650 million people and an area o f over 
36 million square miles.

The chapter include physical features, 
mineral resources, climatic conditions, 
soil, vegetation, econom ic grow th o f the 
various administrative regions —  first 
in a general sense, and in the second 
section o f the book, in extreme detail. 
O f particular interest to colonial read
ers would be the description and equal 
treatment o f  the "border” regions, such 
as Tibet, Sinkiang, Inner Mongolia, etc. 
consisting mainly o f non-Han inhabit
ants. The econom ic grow th in these 
areas, together with the development o f 
the road and rail systems is a pointer to 
what can be achieved in “ backward 
areas” in a com paratively brief period 
o f time.

The book is well illustrated but I feel 
that some o f the topographic maps 
could have been improved by the use 
o f  different colours, rather than the 
blurred e ffect obtained by different 
cross shading.

A  very useful volume which should 
be obtained by any broad-minded per
son concerned with developments tak
ing place in the world around him.

R.R.
A SIM PLE GEOGRAPH Y OF CHINA
—  W ang Chun-H eng). (China Know
ledge Series).

SOUTH -W EST A F R IC A : The U .N .’s 
STEPCH ILD is the title o f a booklet is
sued by the Am erica Committee on A f
rica putting the case for  United Nations 
action against South A frica  which has 
refused to place South-W est under inter
national trusteeship. With a foreword 
by Martin Luther K ing this booklet ad
vocates taking South A frica  before the 
International Court for her failure to 
carry out her mandate.

Published by ACOA, 801 Second A ve
nue, N ew Y ork  17, N .Y.

late to restore colonial empires in the 
world, he argues. The world has reach
ed the crest o f  an unexampled floodtide 
o f human advance. Snow urges that it 
is time fo r  every nation to cast out the 
beam in its own eyes before seeking to 
cast out the m ote in a  neighbour’ s eyes. 
A ccurate telling o f the time fo r  human 
advance is all very well, but warm  hu
man goodwill alone won’t  m ake the 
clocks go.

JO URNEY TO TH E BEGINNING 
by  Edgar Snow. Published by Gol- 
lancz. Price: 24s.
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