
A s s e s s m e n t  of an E C C  rep at t h e  WRI F e m i n i s m  and 
N o n v i o l e n c e  C o n f e r e n c e  and m i n i - t o u r  of London.

J u l y  2 3 r d  1987 - A u g u s t  11th 1987.

Introduction.

ECC was i n v i t e d  by the War R e s i s t e r s  L e a g u e  (WRL) to s e n d  a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  on F e m i n i s m  and 
N o n v i o l e n c e  in Ireland. The corifernce w a s  p l a n n e d  by  the War 
R e s i t e r s  I n t e r e n a t i o n a l  (WRI).

F r o m  t h e  o u t s e t  we  w e r e  a w a r e  that the s t a t e d  nature, c o n t e n t  and 
d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w o u l d  not b e n e f i t  E C C  to a great 
extent, but r a t h e r  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  that our p r e s e n c e  and i n put at 
such a g a t h e r i n g  is imp o r t a n t .  We a l s o  r e a l i s e d  th a t  t h e  ECC 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w o u l d  be a b l e  to u s e  t h i s  o p p u r t u n i t y  to m a k e  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h o s e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  who h a v e  
p r o v i d e d  c o n s t a n t  s u p p o r t  and e n c o u r a g e m e n t  of our c a m p a i g n  in 
both I r e land and London; and to e x t e n d  our r a n g e  of contacts.

In a word, t h e s e  a i m s  w e r e  a c h i e v e d .

A i m s  of t h e  tr i p  as s e e n  by ECC.

1. To e x t e n d  our n e t w o r k  of s u p p o r t
2 To m a i n t a i n  our c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h o s e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and 

i n d i v i d u a l s  a l r e a d y  s u p p o r t i v e  of E C C  and to p r o v i d e  u p d a t e d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  d i r e c t i o n  and a c t i v i t i e s  of ECC.

To p r o v i d e  r e l e v a n t  input on the s t y l e  and r o l e  of E C C  in 
anti-mi 1 i t a r y  w o r k  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  - mo s t  r e l e v a n t  for the 
c o n f e r e n c e .

A s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  C o n f e r e n c e .

On the w h o l e  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  a t r e m e n d o u s l y  e m p o w e r i n g  and at 
p o i n t s  i n f o r m a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  for me. In t r y i n g  to a s s e s s  the 
v a l u e  of a t t e n d i n g  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  I w o u l d  l i k e  t.o look at both 
the w e a k n e s s e s  and s t r e n g h t s  of t h e  g a t h e r i n g  and in so d o i n g *  
a l s o  a s s e s s  what t h e  b e n e f i t s  a r e  for E C C  as an o r g a n i s a t i o n .

S t r e n g t h s :

1. The c o m m i t m e n t  on t h e  p a r t  of all t h e  d e l e g a t e d  and the 
o r g a n i s e r s  to e n s u r e  m a x i m u m  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of all p r e s e n t  and 
e n s u r i n g  s h a r e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for events, s u c h  as the 
wor k h s o p s .

2. It p r o v i d e d  E C C  w i t h  t h e  o p p u r t u n i t y  to p r e s e n t  our input and 
get our m e s s a g e  a c r o s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  of g r o u p s  and women 
i n v o l v e d  l a r g e l y  in t h e  E u r o p e a n  and N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  p e a c e  
mov e m e n t s .



3. It p r o v i d e d  the o p p u r t u n i t y  to m a k e  c o n t a c t  wi t h  several 
ed i t o r i a l  s t a f f / c o n t r i b u t i n g  j o u r n a l i s t s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
p e a c e  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  Their e a g e r n e s s  to c o v e r  E C C  e v e n t s  and 
t h eir c o m m i t t m e n t  to m a i n t a i n  c o n t a c t  w a s  e n c o u r a g i n g .

4. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  and i n t e r e s t  g a i n e d  for t h e  r e l e a s e  
of J a n e t  C h e r r y  and S u e  L u n d  w a s  p h e n o m e n a l .

5. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  p r o v i d e d  an 
e x t e n s i v e  n e t w o r k  for E C C  : t h e r e  w e r e  50  w o m e n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
21. d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s .

6. B e i n g  a b l e  to m a i n t a i n  c o n t a c t  with t h o s e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  such 
as t h e  WRI and t h e  WR1 w h o  h a v e  g i v e n  us so  m u c h  s u p p o r t  in 
the past.

7. It was an a f f i r m a t i o n  of r e a l i s i n g  E C C ’s c o m m i t t m e n t  to 
p r o c e s s  and d e m o c r a t i c  p r a c t i s e s .

8. A s o u r c e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  on v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of t h e  s t r u g g l e  
a g a i n s t  inj u s t i c e :  d i r e c t  o p p r e s s i o n  of Thai w o m e n  t h r o u g h  
mail o r d e r  brides; G r e e e n h a m  C o m m o n  w o m e n  and t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  
of zapping; n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  and e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  h a p p e n i n g  in 
the F a c i f i c ;  t h e  c o n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n  in N o r t h e r n  Ireland.

9. G e n e r a t i n g  s o m e  n e w  i d e a s  to t a k e  to  ECC, such as the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  of a f e m i n i s t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  in our s t y l e  of work 
and g e n e r a t i n g  r e s e a r c h  in t h e  a r e a  of w o m e n  and t h e  military.

W e a k n e s s e s :

1. T h e r e  w a s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  c l a r i t y  on the part of the o r g a n i s e r s  
and t h e  d e l e g a t e s  as t o  t h e  b r o a d  a i m s  of t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e .

2. D e s p i t e  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e r e  
w e r e  s o m e  s e r i o u s  o m m i s s i o n s  h e r e  ie : -- no  w o m e n  f r o m  other- 
t h i r d  w o r l d  c o u n t r i e s  (the 2 S o u t h  A f r i c a n  w o m e n  w e r e  the onl 
two) ; no w o m e n  i n v o l v e d  in a l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e  s i t u a t i o n  
w h e r e  a r m e d  s t r u g g l e  is a l s o  a p h e n o m e n o n ;  no w o m e n  fr o m  
o p p r e s s e d  c l a s s e s  a n d / o r  m i n o r i t y  groups, ie : n a t i v e  
A m e r i c a n s ,e t c .

3.. T h e r e  was not s u f f i c i e n t  f o c u s  on i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n e t w o r k i n g  and 
how we w o u l d  s e e  that as b u i l d i n g  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n t i - w a r  
c u l t u r e  and d e v e l o p i n g  s o m e  c o m m o n  s t r a t e g y  a r o u n d  t h i s  area 
of wor k .

4. T h e r e  w a s  n o  c l e a r  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d / o r  
m a n d a t e  f r o m  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of the w o m e n  w h o  a t t e n d e d .  Th i s  
r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of wh a t  h a p p e n s  to  all of t h i s  e n e r g y  and 
v i s i o n  that is g e n e r a t e d  at su c h  a g a t h e r i n g  and wh a t  are the 
s t r u c t u r e s  to w h i c h  it is repor t e d .

5. T h i s  is m o r e  a comment, than a c r i t i c i s m .  It w o u l d  h a v e  been 
good to h a v e  m o r e  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  j u n c t u r e  b e t w e e n  f e m i n i s m



and n o n v i o l e n c e , p a r t i c u l a r l y  with r e g a r d  t o  f e m i n i s t  a n a l y s i s  
and t h e  practi se of nonvi o 1e n c e .

General

The bulk of my t i m e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  s p e n t  m e e t i n g  
with a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and t h o s e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  who 
h a v e  be e n  s u p p o r t i v e  of our w o r k  in S o u t h  Africa.

I m a d e  o n e  or t w o  n e w  c o n t a c t s  but on t h e  w h o l e  met with 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d / o r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  f a m i l i e r  w i t h  E C C  and 
n e e d e d  an u p d a t e  on our a c t i v i t i e s  and d i r e c t i o n .  Most of t h e s e  
m e e t i n g s  w e r e  low key and .informal but important. in t e r m s  of 
m a i n t a i n i n g  our s t r o n g  and go o d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  b a s e  . Some 
of the o r g a n i s a t i o n s  I met wi t h  i n c l u d e d  C h r i s t i a n  Aid., C a t h o l i c  
I n s t i t u t e  for I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  ( C l I R ) ,War on Want, 
Qua k e r  s , W R I , a m e m b e r  of t h e  Eur op ean P a r 1 i a m e n  t „

The i n t e n t i o n  of the t i m e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  not to go 
to o  p u b l i c  but r a t h e r  to s t r e n g t h e n  our e x i s t i n g  n e t w o r k s  and to 
ma k e  s o m e  n e w  conta c t s .

R i c h a r d  S t e e l e  w a s  a l s o  in L o n d o n  at t h e  t i m e  and we p a r t i c i p a t e d  
in a lunch hour f o r u m  at t h e  C I I R  in w h i c h  w e  a d d r e s s e d  the 
general p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  in S o u t h  Africa, wi t h  p a r t i c u l a r  
r e f e r e n c e  to t h e  r o l e  of E C C  and our p r e s e n t  a c t i v i t i e s .

P r e s s :

W h i l e  in Dublin, A n i t a  K r o m b e r g  (sent by IFOR to the C o n f e r e n c e )  
and I did s e v eral i n terviews.

a. D u r i n g  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  a j o u r n a l i s t  f r o m  t h e  Irish T i m e s , w h o  
wa s  c o v e r i n g  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  as an event., i n t e r v i e w e d  us on 
ECC,, and m a d e  special r e f e r e n c e  to t h e  C o n f e r e n c e’s d e m a n d  
for t h e  r e l e a s e  of J anet C h e r r y  and S u e  Lund. A let t e r  of 
d e m a n d  for t h e i r  r e l e a s e  had be e n  s e n t  to t h e  M i n i s t e r  of Law 
and Order.

b. We did a s e c o n d  i n t e r v i e w  wi t h  a j o u r n a l i s t  f r o m  t h e  Irish 
T i m e s  on t h e  history, s t r u c t u r e s , a c t i v i t i e s  and r o l e  of ECC 
w i t h i n  t h e  n a t i o a n l  d e m o c r a t i c  s t r u ggle.

c:. We did an i n t er vi ew wi t h  She .1.1 ey A n d e r s o n ,  ed i. tor of an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  D i s a r m a m e n t  C a m p a i g n s ,  on 
general h i s t o r y  and r o l e  of ECC.

d. I did a b r ief i n t e r v i e w  wi t h  t h e  e d i t o r  of the m o n t h l y  
p u b l i c a t i o n  of Troca i r e ,  a C a t h o l i c  r e l i e f  a g e n c y  in Dublin.

In L o n d o n  , I h a d i n t e r v i e w  s w i t h P e a c e IM e w s ,, 0 x f a m a n d C h r i s t i a n 
A i d .

the



On the w h o l e  it w a s  a v e r y  s t i m u l a t i n g  and w o r t h w h i l e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
p e r h a p s  with o n e  s t r o n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  : that we  pl a n  a l i t t l e  
■further in a d v a n c e  to g i v e  o u r s e l v e s  and t h e  host o r g a n i s a t i o n  
m o r e  t i m e  to  set up a m o r e  r i g o r o u s  p r o g r a m m e .  As E C C  we also 
need to h a v e  a m o r e  t h o r o u g h  p r o c e s s  of m a k i n g  d e c i s i o n s  about 
the v a l u e  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  and tours. T h i s  is an item 
•for d i s c u s s i o n  at the Na t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  in O c t o b e r  1987.
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