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Mr. Quintin Whyte,
Director: S.A. Institute of Race Relations, 

P.O. Box 97,
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Sir,
Report on Native Education. /— ---------------------------------------------------------------------- I

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 7th instant and to state that if the translation 
work progresses as is expected the report of the Native 
Education Commission will probably be passed to the 
Government Printer for printing towards the end of 
September, next.

The Department has noted with appreciation your 
Institute's keen interest in the report and its desire 
to prepare a digest of its contents for the purpose of 
wider distribution, but, as stated in my letter of the 
13th June, 1951, an advance copy can unfortunately not be 
made available.

As the report will be distributed by the 
Government Printer, Pretoria, (when printed) I would sug­
gest that you place your order with his office.

Your8 faithfully,

IfJj-
O  ACTING SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION, 
^"7 ARTS AND SCIENCE.
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16/8/51
Mr Q. Whyte, 
P.O. Box 97, 
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Quintin,
I see by the minutes of the Executive that you 

are comtemplating a conference on Native Education to deal with 
the report wV'en it comes. I am anxious to attend this (though 
I do not want to have to take a leading part) and if you are 
looking for Institute representatives I should like to represent 
you there.

I know, of course, that you will be informing 
the Regions when the conference is arranged but perhaps you 
will be able to give me such advance notice as is possible so 
that I can make the necessary arrangements for being away from 
the office.

Kindest regards,
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Mr. Q,uintin Whyte,
Director, S.A. Institute of Race Relations, 

P.O. Box 97,
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter of the 20th
April, 1951, I have to inform you that the report
of the Native Education Commission is not yet
available for the purpose required by you, In fact
it has not yet been handed to the Honourable the

_ ( Minister _of Education. In the circumstances It
f u w -----------

is regretted that your request cannot be acceded
to at this stage. I also have to state that It
will not be possible to supply your Institute with
a copy of the report until it is available for
general publication.

1 4  JUII 1951 f)0 /. 9 /
SECRETARY FOR BDlTCATION 
^  ARTS AND SCIENCE.
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Attack on Education

1 — y
Outstanding Criticism by 

Senator Brookes
(The Friend Parliamentary Correspondent)

CAPE TOWN, Friday. 
JN  AN OUTSTANDING CRITICISM of education policy,

Senator E. H. Brookes (Native Representative Natal) 
said in the Senate this afternoon that the Government, 
though not interfering in the freedom of the universities, 
were attacking the outer defences of education.

Universities should be free even to do things of which 
the Government of the day disapproved but the University 
of Cape Town for one had not escaped Government criticism  
for taking in students of all races.

The Government had suspend- | 
<»d its ban on the entry to South 
African institutions of Native 
students from beyond the Union’s 
borders, but the possibility re­
mained that the ban might be re­
imposed.

Case after case had been re­
ported of non-European students 
being refused passports to study 
overseas. In this way the Minis­
ter of the Interior was creating 
a new law—that non-European 
students should not study abroad 
—without coming to Parliament.

It was now almost impossible 
for an international conference 
to be held in South Africa be­
cause no international con­
ference today was lily white and 
the Union Government went out 
of its way to discourage the 
entry of non-white delegates. 
True education relied on free­
dom of movement. It was not 
the ramparts but the roads of 
ancient Rome which made Rome 
a civilising influence.

GRANTS WITHDRAWN
Adult education was being re­

stricted by State interference. 
The Institute of Citizenship in 
Cape Town had lost its State 
grant and the grants made to 
other adult education bodies had 
been made conditional on their 
applying “apartheid” principles.

The Cape Town Repertory 
Theatre was one. It was regret- 
able that this body had not been 
able to resist the pressure, but 
I do not think it right that the 
power of the purse should be 
Employed to enforce ‘apartheid’ 
through educational institutions.”

Behind all these limitations on 
the true freedom of education 
was the doctrine of Christian 
National education.

TELLING POINT
Dr Brookes made a telling 

point which was obviously not 
lost on Nationalist Senators 
when he said: "Did my honour­
able friends opposite come to be 
what they are by being molly­
coddled, by being protected from 
other than Nationalist influences 
or through having Jiad to resist 
Anglicisation?”

Education should never be 
made a means to a political end. 
In Communist countries its ob­
ject was to produce Communists. 
In Germany its aim was to pro­
duce Nazis. He would never 
challenge the assertion that edu­
cation should be Christian but it 
should not be devoted to a special 
branch of Christianity. Nor 
would he deny tha t education 
should be national but not with 
the purpose of turning out 
people with a particular point of 
view—even on “apartheid".

SCHOOL FEEDING
Senator Brookes said he was 

grateful for the Minister’s an­
nouncement that the school-feed­
ing commission had recommended 
that school feeding for all races 
should continue.

It was most important that 
there should be no attempt to 
make political capital out of the 
commission’s recommendation. 
The whole question of shool feed­
ing should be taken out of the 
plitical arena.

Senator Brookes said he had 
wondered why the Government 

■ had ever appointed the Native 
Education Commission when it 

at its liifiiiCsaL the services of

the statutory Native Education 
Advisory Board.

“It is a quite indefensible pro­
position that the foundations of 
Native education should be laid 
without any consultation with the 
Native people themselves. I am 
prepared to accept that the Na­
tives need guidance, but that thev 
should not even be consulted is 
something quite different.

LEFT OUT
“It is extraordinary that the 

Provincial Department of Educa­
tion should have been kept out 
of this commission of inquiry 
and that missionary societies 
should also have been kept out.”

Before the education of Natives 
could be transferred to the 
Native Affairs Department, the 
South Afirca Act would have to 
be amended. Such a transfer 
would mean that the provinces 
would lose control of one aspect 
of education and could pave the 
way for the transfer of European 
education.

The Minister had mentioned a 
general plan for the development 
of the Native population. This 
plan had not been discussed in 
Parliam ent or with the Natives, 
but it was now proposed that 
Native education should conform 
to this plan.

ONLY OBJECT
Senator Brookes said he strenu­

ously objected to education being 
made an adjunct of politics. Its 
only object should be to develop 
the personality.

He did not suggest that the 
present educational system was 
perfect or that the report did not 
contain important recommenda­
tions. Native education was in 
need of some overhauling, but 
this should be done in consulta­
tion with those most concerned.

If it was to be a separate sys­
tem, there would arise a need for 
higher academic education for 
the training of teachers. This 
would mean the establishment of 
training colleges and universi­
ties.

He strongly appealed to the 
Minister not to decide on the 
H*nsfer until the provinces, mis­
sionary societies and the Natives 
themselves had been consulted.

(The Minister’s announcement 
on the commission’s report ap­
pears on page 4.)



Senate Hears Findings of 
Two Commissions

School-Feeding and Native 
Education Reports

CAPE TOWN, Friday. 
^ H E  SENATE was given a preview yesterday of the more 

important _ points of the findings of the commission 
appointed to investigate and make recommendations on 
school-feeding schemes for Europeans and non-Europeans 
and the commission appointed to report on Native education.

The Minister of Education, Arts and Science, Mr J. H. , 
Viljoen revealed the main facts because of the possibility of j 
delays in publishing the reports.

The Minister said that it had 
been recommended that the

course which in due course would 
become compulsory for everybody;
(2) a four-year elem entary school f 
course; (3) a higher or technical 
school course; and (4) university 
education.

(j) The m inority report, the  M in­
is ter said, did not in any way de­
p art in principle from  these recom ­
m endations, bu t differed m ainly 
with regard  to the approach to 
these problem s and the  priority 
which should be given to the p ro ­
posed recom m endations for im ­
provem ent.—SAPA.

f

school-feeding schemes for all 
races in the Union should con­
tinue, that parents- should make 
a contribution towards the cost 
of »these schemes and that the 
department responsible for Native 
education should also be re ­
sponsible for the school-feeding 
schemes for Natives.

The report stated that all avail­
able evidence showed that the de­
gree of undernourishm ent among 
all races in the Union was such that 
every effort should be made to raise 

n^ r jti°nal level of the people.
The main cause of under-nour­

ishm ent was described as economic,  ̂ -------------------  ■ .

h a b ^  \ therefore recom *

Present education had. from  the 
n a ture  of things, also fallen short 
in this respect in so far as it did 
not form  part of a co-ordinated de­
velopm ent plan for N ative educa­
tion.

The education commission was of 
the opinion th a t it was possible to 
convert Native education to an ef­
ficient instrum ent to lift the Native 
population as a whole to a higher 
standard  of living and to the fu l­
film ent of an economically more 
productive role in the country 's 
domestic affairs if these anomalies 
w ere elim inated.

Recommendations

for which victims of under-nourish­
m ent were not responsible.

Feeding Habits
Insufficient and incorrect feeding 

! was the main cause of sickness and 
and physical disabilities resulting in 
high medical costs, loss of labour 
and lack of labour efficiency The 
undernourished child could not do 
as well at school as the properly- 
nourished child and a raising of 
the nutritional level would result 

J ;n be tte r use of educational 
facilities provided.

Feeding habits cultivated at school 
w ere transferred to the  household. 
In some cases, children learned in 
company with their school friends 
to eat certain  types of food which 
previously they would not eat at 
home. School feeding could thus 
have considerable educational value, 
especially if education was con­
sciously directed towards it.

Care of Children
A nation which wished to attain  

the highest physical and spiritual 
welfare m ust take care th a t its chil­
dren were fed properly. Expendi­
ture which assured improved care, 
feeding and education of children 
was not an ordinary  expenditure, 
but an investm ent for the future.

This report would soon receive the 
attention of the authorities con­
cerned.

The M inister announced that the 
Commission appointed to rep o rt on 
N ative education had now signed 
th e ir report. His departm ent had not 
yet had the opportunity to consider 
the report and the  translation and 
printing of the  report would take 
some time.

Native Education 
Report

In the m eantim e he would outline 
some of the more im portant recom ­
m endations.

The M inister said there was a 
m ajority  report and on certain 
po 'n ts also a m inority report.

The m ajority  report was signed 
by seven members and the m inority 
report by one member.

The main m ajority  recom menda­
tions w ere; Education m ust be 
regarded as one of a num ber of 
factors which served to build up a 
community.

The present arrangem ents for 
Native education were such that 
education could not develop into a 
service for the community because, 
on the one hand, the broader con­
trol was entrusted to the provincial 
authorities, which had no control 
over the o ther aspects of the  com­
m unal life, and on the other, local 
control was entrusted to a variety 
of missionary societies which, with 
praisew orthy exceptions, had not 
trained the  Bantu comm unities to 
take an effective pa rt in the control 
of. and responsibility for. the educa­
tion of th e ir children.

General LiftingC7

(a) T hat a general development 
plan should be worked out for the

I B antu population and th a t Bantu J 
[ education should be so planned 

that it would assist in  the most effi- 
; cient m anner to achieve the prop­

osed objects.
(b) The commission was con­

vinced that this could only be 
achieved if Native education 
throughout the country was placed 
under one Union D epartm ent, and 
recommended accordingly.

(c) The commission was convinced 
th a t the  only Union departm ent 
suited for this purpose was the 
D epartm ent of Native Affairs, 
which, adm inistratively, had the 
greatest contact with the Native 
population and which was respon­
sible for the  organisation of the 
other communal services which 
were organically associated with 
education, and the  commission re ­
commended accordingly.

(d) The commission recommended 
that the active participation of the 
Bantu comm unity be obtained bv 
handing over local m anagem ent u n ­
der effective control of the D epart­
ment of Native Affairs as soon as 
possible to the B antu authorities.

(e) The commission investigated 
the principles of the  financing of 
Native education and endeavoured 
to determ ine the am ount of the 
Native contribution to the  present 
cost of education and indicated that 
the Natives, as th e ir economic p ro ­
ductivity under the proposed de- i 
velopm ent plan increases, would be I 
able to make a proportionately 
larger contribution.

(f) The commission expected that 
taking into consideration the fact 
that at the m om ent only approxi­
m ately 40 per cent, of the Native 
children between seven and 14 years 
a ttend school. G overnm ent expendi­
tu re  during the imm ediately follow­
ing years would still increase con­
siderably bu t th a t a m easure of 
stability would be reached after 
that.

(g) As regards the curriculum , it 
was obvious th a t this should be 
brought into line w ith the general 
developm ent plan.

(h) The commission wished to 
emphasise, however, th a t in the sys­
tem of comm unal.schools invisaged, 
the m other tongue of the children 
m ust play a m ajor p a rt and recom ­
m ended accordingly.

(i) From  the whole trend  of the ! 
commission’s approach to the  prob­
lem, it appeared th a t a consistent 
school course, as found everywhere 
today, and which had as its aim 
cultural integration with the Euro­
peans of a relatively small m inority 
of Natives m ust be elim inated and 
replaced by a series of short com­
plete courses which would prepare 
the Natives for effective participa­
tion in progressive national develop­
m ent on an elem entary, a more 
advanced, and on the highest pos­
sible level, respectively.

Four-Fold System
The commission therefore recom ­

m ended a four-fold educational sys­
tem :—

(!) A four-year elem entary school
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