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WAW

G e n e r a l l y  p e o p l e  a r e  v e r y  much in f a v o u r  of t h i s  tour, p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n the 1 j. ght of our f o c u s e d  a 1 1 e n t  i on on c:onscripts and v e t e r  ans. 

The tour w o u l d  be  most r e l e v a n t  to the la t t e r  group, t h e  g r o u p  

facing camps, w h o m  w e ’ve n e v e r  a t t e m p t e d  to organ i s e .  We h a v e  f o und 

that most v e t s  w h o  c o m e  to h o u s e  m e e t i n g s  do not like h e a r i n g  f r o m  

s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  not c o m p l e t e d  h i s  initial t w o  y e a r s  but i d e n t i f y  

m o r e  r e a d i l y  wi t h  a vet. A W A W  tour w o u l d  e n h a n c e  t h i s  b y  g i v i n g  

i nternati onal input on t h e  h o r r o r s  of war, etc..

t P r o b l e m s  poseds

- w o uld t h e i r  f o c u s  on US  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  a l i e n a t e  our 

c o n s t i t u e n c y ?

- w o uld it r e s u l t  in m o r e  r e p r e s s i o n  on E C C ?

* C o - o r d i n a t i o n :

- who w o u l d  c o - o r d i n a t e  t h e  t o u r ?

- how w o uld r e g i o n s  a p p r o a c h  it?

- t h e  t o u r  n e e d s  to be  well o r g a n i s e d  and h a r d - h i t t i n g .  O c t o b e r  

is p o s s i b l y  too early; m a y b e  it s h o u l d  h a p p e n  next year.



SACBC A L T E R N A T E  S E R V I C E  P R O P O S A L

Most p e o p l e  a r e  in favour of t h e  p r o p o s a l  f r o m  the p o i n t  of vi e w  

that it b r i n g s  t h e  c h u r c h  in d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  the state. Th i s  

m e a n s  that on the one hand, t h e  c h u r c h  t a k e s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for the 

issue of CO (and not. o n l y  r e l i g i o u s  CO) and t h e r e b y  m o b i l i s e s  the 

c h u r c h e s  a r o u n d  t h e  issue. On t h e  o t h e r  had, t h e  s t a t e  :is put in a 

d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  b e c a u s e  it is f o r c e d  to c h a l l e n g e  t h e  church. 

The c h u r c h e s  group, :in p a r t i c u l a r  is v e r y  e x c i t e d  a bout the 

proposal and in t h e  way t h e y  can link it wi t h  t h e i r  wo r k  in g r a s s 

r o ots churches.

The p r o b l e m  p e o p l e  h a v e  p o s e d  is that t h e r e  is no r e l a t i o n  w i t h  the 

official b o a r d  and so it is c o n f u s i n g  in t h e  s e n s e  th a t  p e o p l e  will 

do the c h u r c h ' s  f o r m  of c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  but will still f a c e  si;-; 

ye ars in jail. We r e a l i s e  that t h i s  c a m p a i g n  is i n t e n d e d  to f o r c e  a 

c h a n g e  in the law r e g a r d i n g  CO, but w o u l d  w a n t  to k n o w  h o w  m u c h  is 

t h i s  a c h a l l e n g e  on t h e  of f i c i a l  b o a r d ?  U l t i m a t e l y  we r e a l i s e d  that 

the men who c o m e  b e f o r e  the b o a r d  will be t h o s e  w h o  in a n y  c a s e  

would intend f a c i n g  the p o s s i b l y  of six years.



I ONAL CONFERENCE

J O ’BUR G  D I S C U S S I O N

B A C K G R O U N D

In our report to  t h e  last N C  J o 7burg a r g u e d  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  we r 

a national g a t h e r i n g  b r o a d e r  th a n  nat i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e .  At that 

we t h o u g h t  an e x t e n d e d  national c o m m i t t e e  w a s  t h e  answer, 

m o t i v a t i o n  for such a g a t h e r i n g  was th a t  we -felt t h a t  natic 

ECC is at a w a t e r s h e d  in its history. We. h a d  r e a c h e d  a stage 

we could not w o r k  e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h i n  our old s t y l e  and had tc 

on and this h a d  i m m e n s e  national i m p l i c a t i o n s .  S o  t h e  e; ' 

national com'.i t t e e  w a s  not to m a k e  a f e w  e x t r a  d e c i s i o n s ,  t . 

d i s c u s s  our r e w  d i r e c t i o n  at a n a tional level.

At national c o m m i t t e e  t h e  need for such a g a t h e r i n g  b e c a m e  : 

R e g i o n s  w e r e  on d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  both in t e r m s  of t h e i r  cones 

t h i n k i n g  as well as in their p u b l i c  work. F u r t h e r ,  peopl ; 

t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  i d e a s  on w h a t  th e y  m e ant by 'new w a y s  of 

So reps at NC w e r e  unaniinous in a c c e p t i n g  th a t  at l e ast a 

national c o n f e r e n c e  s h o u l d  t a k e  place,

'SECOND R O U N D’ OF D I S C U S S I O N

Why a National C o n f e r e n c e ?

We are still v e r y  m u c h  in f a v o u r  of a national c o n f e r e n c e .  EC 

still suffer inc. f r o m  a lacl of 'national fee. i n g ’ . W e ’re
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g r a p p l i n g  with our n e w  d i r e c t i o n  and n e e d  to d i s c u s s  it n a t i o n a l l y .  

And i m p o r t a n t l y  r e g i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  'new w a y s’ 

both  in t e r m s  of f o r m  as well as c o n t e n t .  We need to s h a r e  

c o n c e p t u a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  and we n e e d  t o  d e f i n e  c l e a r l y  what we  me a n  

by 'new wa y s  of w o r k’. O v e r a l l  we  n e e d  to  c l a r i f y  the nat i o n a l  

c o n t e n t  and d i r e c t i o n  of ECC. We  n e e d  to look at new w a y s  of 

w o r k i n g  and p o s s i b l y  c h a n g e  our s t r u c t u r e s  n a t i o n a l l y  as we ha v e  

had to do in J o ’burg.

As J o ’burg  we ha v e  a 3ot to o f f e r  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  but at the s a m e  

t i m e  h a v e  a. lot to learn. S o m e  p e o p l e  feel t h a t  we s h o u l d n’t h a v e  

t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  too s o o n  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  o n l y  r e s t r u c t u r e d  and wa n t  

a c h a n c e  to see h o w  t h e y  a r e  w o r k i n g  b e f o r e  we  c a n  a s s e s s  t h e m  and 

s h a r e  the e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  other r e g i o n s .  But it s e e m s  that 

S e p temberi sh is fine.

exec of ten, a p a r t—ti m e  wo; ker and f i v e  s u b - g r o u p s .  Peopl

a r e  1ookin g at f i g u r e  of 3 5 / i t  p e o p l e  for J o ’burg  to be

p r o p e r l y  r e p r e s e n t e d

S o m e  peopl e a r e a.r g u i n g s  t r on g 1 y  t f i h a v e  a 'no h o l d s  barrec
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reason -for t h i s  is b e c a u s e  of t h e  t y p e  of d e c i s i o n s  we a r e  going 

to be making.

A ! t e r n a t i v e l y 5 p e o p l e  a r e  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be 

proportional r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  wi t h  r e g i o n s  h a v i n g  equal votes,.

Ult i m a t e l y  p e o p l e  fe l t  t h a t  nat i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  t a k e  into 

c o n s i d e r a t i o r  a] 3 d i s c u s s i o n  and work out p r a c t i c a l  l o g i s t i c s .

Agenda items

£ E C C’s i d e o l o g y  

*: New Ways of W o r k i n g

* R e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  F'FP 

% PC Report and Y o u t h

t New Skills w o r k s h o p s  'Do it y o u r s e l f  kit for n e w  w a y s  of

w o r k i n g !’

* What do we m e a n  b y  "Campaigns' no w ?

% The M e m b e r s h i p  D r i v e  ai»  a nat i o n a l  campai gn <sl csgans/poster s / e t c ) 

t A f f i l i a t i o n  to ex t r a-p s r 1 i a m e n t  ary g r o u p i n g s  

% Are we g o i n g  t o  a d o p t  t h e  F r e e d o m  C h a r t e r ?

% Cross regional s u b - g r o u p  m e e t i n g s  

t National c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

& Finances 

% Nat i ona 1 m s g a z i n e

* T h o r o u g h 1y p r © p a r e d  Cab a r e t I
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