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154* Regent St.
Observatory. Jhbg.
1st Maxch1949.

Dere Sis Vere,
There is such a touching programme on the wireless in commemoration of

St. David*s Day, full of Welsh Hymns and the like, I wonder if Morgan would like it?

I "bet his Welsh society is meeting in Johanneshurg tonight.

Well, what can I tell you? i/las, as you know, has been away from us during the past two or
three weeks. 1 didn"t want her to go, because | thought it would be difficult for her, but
it has been absolutely heavenly here without her, I never realised how really peaceful it
is with just ourselves. 1 thought I might miss her pottering in the kitchen and washing

the cups on Sunday, but no, it has just been lovely, 1 don"t even feel ashamed of being

so pleased she is not here. However, she will be back soon, and anyway, Tony will be pleas-
ed, she keeps telling her to come back, which makes her happy. Tony is learning to read
very fast, | don"t suppose you would approve of the methods used, they seem to be a combin-
ation of old and new, and her first reading b ok is called "The Radiant Way" and has
pictures drawn not earlier than thexximxBfcctli  1920"s, so it"s not so bad. She learns
her alphabet by sounds, and has “sound and say" words, and also reading of repetitive
phrases after the "0ld Lob® style. Proof of the way that she ought to learn is the fact
that she can read whole pages of “story®, but is slower on the "sound and say" words, if
you know what that is. Anyway, she loves it all, she reads the bits she knows over and
oner until she knows them completely by heart, and she gets stars nearly every day for
reading well. She says "Oh, hecki®, and is going to write some words completely by herself
to send to you. The baby is simply lovely, just big and good and beautiful and so on. Rusty
syas he is beginning to suspect that he is a bit simple, because he is so good natured

and grins all the time at everyone. He weighs about 17 pounds, eats anything I give him,
splashes like mad in his bath, and then stops and grins all round, dribbles all over
everything, plays with his toes, and does all the things a baby of his age usually does,
only they look nicer in him, 1 think. | had the pictures taken by L"ce, and chose a few
from the proofs today to send to you. Th y will take a bit of time to make them up.

Well9 I suppose | should tell you some political news, but don"t know where to start. Things
just get worse and worse, and please be careful what you Write - 1 mevn, don"t write any-
thing flippant that is meant to be funny that could afterwards be quoted in Parliament
against us, because not long ago a silly ass here in Jhbg wrote to a friend in Capetown
laying that if the revolution started in Capetown t ey"d have to send to Hohannesburg

for some revolutionaries, and the letter has been used by Swart, our Minister of Justice,

so just be careful, you never know who is listening, | mean reading our correspondence.
Keep your jokes clean, and refer to portions of your anatomy in a ladylike and discreet
fashior.




It must "te due to subconscious reluctance to face up to realities, but I just
can"t seem to write to you all the serious political news. 1 feel much more like telling
you all the funny things that Andrew does - he comes Jo play with Tony nearly every
afternoon - and how the garden is full of dahlias and yellow daisies and asters and
cutworm and rose beetles and centipedes and weeds, but it really looks lovely

More noos next time.
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154, Regent Street,
Observatory

Jhbg

5th~Jan 1950

My dear sis vear,

) ) I snatch a few moments .from my boss®s time to
write you this letter. 1 am still eagerl% awaiting the full
Inside®s tory of the dastardly doings at West Mark CamB School.
Don"t forget you promised to tell me everything, and both you
and Olga owe me a really decent full-length letter. Neither of
you wrote for months and months, and when peogle keep asking me
about you | ;ust have to say "My sisters don twrite to me.” Now,
is that nice? No

First I must thank you for the kind gift_of money - most welcome.
“fth i1t 1 (I) Paid that miserable Isacowitz charater. (2) Bought
Tony a Sewing Set for Christmas from you and Morgan, because she

wanted one. (3) Bought myself a very nice present - a Breakfast
set of four cups and saucers, four large plates, four small bowls,
usf, basin and large platter, all in different bright colours, for
7/6. (4) Let ftusty keep the change (about 2/-)

Tony had a pretty good Christmas - lots of nice presents that she
wanted, a little party on Christmas Dgcy which was boiling hot,
and a party on Boxing Day at “argaret Miliner"s. Jill Mr liner
insisted that her uncle should be Father Christmas, because she
said that Tone"s uncle was Father Christmas. Her uncle was finally
persuaded to dress in some red crepe paper and cotton wool, and

put on a Father Christmas mask, that so terrified all but the

older children that they burst into tears when they saw him. Even
Partlck, who is _rarely unnerved by an thln%, came running to me
madly and hid his face. Tell Morgan there has never been a Father
Christmas as successful as he. made Tony two rag dolls for _
Christmas - one an enormous one, bigger than Patrick, and a little
one exactly the same. She"s mad about them. At the moment she's a
bit fed up with life - she doesn® know what to do with herself all
day, and is iDnelng to go to school, particularly as she is starting
"big school.®™ Also she fights with Granny most of the time. She is~
appallingly rude to her, but I must say my sympathies are with Tony,
because even 1 feel | could scream at the constant, never-ending,
wjust-look-at-him, the sweetest-thing-in-the-world, the cleverest-
babv-that-has-ever-been-born, looksat-him, look-what-he"s-doin”-
now" chatter that goes on ceaselessly, night and day. It drives me
mad, and makes Tony jealous without realising what"s happening to
her. And then they start quarrelling over trivial things’, that
Granny, with the obstinacy of old $ge, will not let drop. (“Why
don"t you have an egg, darling?" "l don"t feel like arfegg.ll 'But
they Te such nice eggs, just bought them fresh, have an egg." "I
said | don"t want an egg." "l think she should have an egg" "l
TOLD YOU I DON*T WANT AN EGG*.II" "An egg would be good for her,
she hasn"t had anythln%, now if she had an egg...." And at this
pojnt Tony screams at Granny, or comes complaining to me, or an
explosion takes place. Do you blame her?)

And, of course, we also have our arguments. There are constant wars
going on, such as the one I call "The Battle Of The Vests.1l It
goes like this: | say to Bessie, 'essie, you mustn"t put a vest

on him In this leather, it’s much too hot." ~ Granny” sa¥s to Bessie:
"Bessie, there's a cold wind this morning"™ (there""s always a cold
wind, even when the temperature is 99) - "he must have a vest on."

Bessie, being a decent woman, 1S nice to both of us, and tries to
please everyone. Or: "What are you putting a Jersey on him for,
It's much too hot# for a jersey." "Granny said"he must have a_ jersey
on before she takes him out.” " "Well, 1 say he doesn"t need a jersev,
Granny always wants to overdress them. It"S much too hot." )
Grannyt ““Everything 1 do |s_wron% for you...." grumble, complain,
nag, grumble, repeat everything she has already said.

And so it goes on. So, sis, one way_and another, | tjiink it imperative
for Granny and me to live apart until the children are a little

older. Especially _as | do not want to work_all day - the baby is too
youne, and there” is too much for me to do in the nome - and af I am



at home all day we"ll both make each other miserable. The couple

of months she was at this house in Yeoville was heavenly for us.
The small Inconveniences - not being, able to go out at night, and
not hQV|ng Tony"s buttons sewed on for her - wtm” " completely
outweighed by the peace, and the sense of privacy and being on

our own for the first time for years that Rusty and I had. 1 felt
mean about her working for some stupid old Jewish woman, and wanted
her to come back, but "loved her being away. Please never mention
these thlngs to her - I am only telling them to you - because

she would dnderstand them all the wrong way. But I even preferred
the little bit of healthy neglect that Patrick might have suffered
(running around with wet napkins - it drives her mad." Playing

jn the mud. Amusing himself while Bessie is busy) - to the constant,
uftflaggln? attention she gives him every moment of the day.

"nd the place felt like ours - she sits with us when friends come,
makes those Irritating contributions to the conversation that _
everyone listens to politely, tells those dreadful boring stories
of what her girls did when they were young, or what Patrick did
today, and so oh.

Now you will have to put up with it - and | think you are going

to find i1t very difficult. You won t mind at first, but after a
while you will want your flat to yourselves. 1*m firmly convinced
that children shouldn®t have to live with aged parents. 1 was
wondering whether something couldn®t be arranged after she has
returned”™- some small place of her own, near you and Olga, or
near some friends. Mk could all contribute - of course, we would
do_ that willingly, you know Rusty would want to make a contrib-
ution. Or to share a flat with someone like Mrs. Windsor. You
might think i1t w*uld be too lonely for her. But old age is lonely
anyway. She must start to build a cir'cle of friends and interests
in London, or her life will be empty, even if she is living with
you. If we were living in Enﬂland, I would suggest that she live
with each of us for four months of the year - and perhaps we can
arrange that in about 0 years time. But for the present, we have
decided to go to Aenya, and although no final arrangements have
been made, we hope 1t will come of _flt'S d ependent' on passports
and similar difficulties that you will Be aware of) and in any
case we are selling the house - it s being painted at the moment
and having its patches cracked, | mean its cracks patched and next
week will be up for sale. So 1f the Kenya thln%_doesnjt come off
we"ll move into a flat or small hosse for the time being, and live
as cheaply as we can until Rusty can find a job in England or some-
where. At the moment, the cost of living is so high here that
all our money flust disappears . Tea costs 7/11 alb. Everything

has gone up considerably since you were here. We have to find a
way of living more cheaply.

No, 1 donTt remember Bill Bonin, and haven"t the faintest idea

what Olga 3 husband can be like - neither she nor you have reall
told me anything. Being much more “quate qute than Morgan means
nothing, because after.all, Rusty iIs more 'giate quatellthan Morgan too
quite a different class background, comrade. However, 1"ve written

to her asking for full details, but you might really te"l me what

he 1s like (politics? occupation®

The two kids are wonderful. 1 told Rusty | want another, but he
says we can"t afford it. | had some new pictures taken o™ Patrick,
will send some when ready. He is completely beautiful, bright,
naughty, sweet and clever. Tony too, but so grown-up now, with so
many outside interests, that she is not comparable in anyway to

the small dependent age. The other day I spoke to her sharply
about something - 1 can"t remember what - and she went to her"room

I followed her a little later to make up, and found her busy in

her wardrobe. She said "I™m taklnq some clothes, and 1 M goinp away.
| m_taking Andrew"s tricycle (he left i1t for her while he_ is on
hol1da % and | M going to tie the pram to i1t, and I™m takln% m

big doll, and my puppets, and some books and some clothes. And"Il 7
not coming back." wever, a few kind words, and she decided not
to leave us just yet. F0||OWIn% in her Auntie Vera 3 footsteps, huh?
She says she is gO|n% to be a ballet dancer when she grows up, but
she will only dance Tor children. However, when she is 20 she
intends getting married. Most of the details are settled, including

7 S1 S.?2dstin<hl! , tSahavith” DaSdrretS”er~lcken~ 2?2 8 1M 1IN
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J-4, ® Jde Streets
Observatory
m~hanhesburg.'

28/3/5.0
gy dore sis vere,

arent j a pees$ T never write to' you much,
well™ you seey it like this, I'm terribly biisy, 1 go"1lo work
¢ the mornings and | M awfully busy tfiere.;;.sm!” IJegWriting
"commercials”’, have you. ever trier] V\_/I’Itln% “Acommercials™? You
really should try it, they"re the” little things that say, in
a wireless programme, this programme 1is brought, to you by courtesy
of the ..super-suds su_lper—suddlng conpanv, and now a word from
Mrs, S.S.*Suds..... " ether- words,"”S. Africa .is to; teve Commercial-
pagftfp rtdn May 1st — a third programme, which will he entirely
Ononsored b ar'ous firms, and come of the *rffis that ar®

c?i°nt« the adva”™tj sing agency T work for are taking *time*
on the 'lr, and I, as chief and”on3y. copyywrHer of the Dower-—
«ahl Advertising Agency,, hav® to write their little commercials.
r must say, | ron/t fancy it.

Anyway, I'm hnsy at work. Then |I’'mtrjing to make extra money by
'writi ng things /attd. making things. Vic Craph™m, that’s the blofce

1 used”™to work for at Fowar yiahl, left this Grm to start a weekly/
children’'s newspaper; it's’ gite -good, —doill know how suecessfld it's
.goring to he, ec.&uee it only smarted n raonth—.or so ago,'and Il've
fteen>rri ting—pomes*. recipes, +i&rg£; togmako, aSl kSnds of things
for him. If™the ppper is successful, -he will uubl”sh a lot-of
the'material-ss afately in children’s hooks, so you may "till se«

a book of chlldreri*s pfomes, by your sister. Al yayji Tony;life s
them; even 1If it isn’t a success.

Then in addition Bessie keeps going hore-, poor thing, she has

so much trouble. last month Za about six/-weeks ago, her aged father
was very ill, then last week she had a letter that her baby is very
11l ad"."she must come at once.. She was.sobbing in the kithhen, -not
only over her baby, but also, ovar all her troubles - havm% to
support her parents, her children; to teep going home, etc. Then _
when she: went in the evening she came in to say goodbye, to Patri ck
»KJ. sobbed, all® over again, because she didn twant to leave him.
However, she wrote that the baby is better, sol hope she is going
to bring him back with her this time, as her parents-are too old to
look after him properly. She jS such a "ood, kind person- and works
;ib-hard. If she" has lust® cleared up a room, and Patrick comes and
empties a pai$ of mud all over the floor, she just laughs at Mm,

, -heyer. gets cross at all.

But the point 19 that with Bessie aWgv the”e i1s sucha lot to do,

1 even_have to look after my own child, bath him, rrejare*his food,
feed him, shocking isfi X it? Then winter s hegi.nfi.ng to approach.,
and 1 _haven!t madeethe kids any clothes - or myself - and have tons
of knitting to do.. <Th“n dpolitically tuings have" been p*r.Kiyi Li) d
hit, and we® have all been very busy-subverting. Had a wonderfully
successful conference last w?ek-end .to Qppose™;the ban on free speech,

eeubia days later.

No nylon's e™e available in Jhbg, mesh or otherwise, since import
control banned', importation of & 1 stockings some fim? back'. Noth |
Relieve they.are—eIffting the ban a bit to Tet+ In a few stockings

to caver the hairy and varicose—veined lea’s of the.vpon*rlatlor., 'bttf
so far, nohehave come my way, and— if they”do TwH 1 need them badW.
sorry.’

Re Williams, don"t know their addres-g -tmight be gbi® to ir.d but,

. s I1s 1 Dyerseasl- 66 visit, m a "™"remised to_ contact
mou or Olga some time, so he-does you can find out where his b”othe
IS. They went.3beck to the "place the-v came for, but 1 can"t remember
the name - wo.uldngt the party be abje to fell you?

Tony sfiys sho will write to you. vShe 'is very busy-these davs* 3d.™roes-
s9 the school a- the corner - quite "< , as "." . schools go - and"she
IS in -ra.ce 2, and she 2s obylo sly one- of the brightest little Mrls

In her "lass, because she is always telling me" teni: she was made
teacher™ to takega group reading, arc she™ eta all her sums.:right,



and she never practices her ;3din~ but 1t1" atj/tays all < “rect :

and so o1 . n & ilion, fro “es“to d-ancir ;+""r a week - *

$dves it, but . onA i~ ""s T of ~.Sarteer; doesn"t seem-tb
ret the idea or +i.ne at -.11; and has howstarted piano Wessons tv/ice
a week v/ith Fio. All this_keeps me arid herjv?r;- busy, It r all
Her. own insistence, not mine". Ve haven®"t a piano, but Flo says it
doesn"t natter so much at- this.sta™e, and really vhat 1*want her to
learn Is about music, an understanding and appreciation of it, rather
than to be able to »p3ay.» Still, I would like a piano.

« canJt tell you about Patrick, he.ts just perfect in my eyes,
beautiful, cleyer, funny, sweet, gorgeobs - I-expect llama writes- to
you about him. He's just a little bruiser, who breaks everything
andscribbles on our*fiew-painted walls with crayons anci pencils,,
and tears Tonﬁ'_s books and chases Fluffyeround the garden yelling
"Flutsy!" at him_And-pul3s all the buds off the flowers. And
smashes all the cups and "lasses. And cautfs teeth wirth «di*fficulty”®
welci'ng. us several tines a_night for nights on end. And eats like
a_norse and demands "Teeties™ all"-day long. “Ar.d talks all the time
without stopp ing’, an® follows Tony around”, day and night. I™m
trying to .persuade Rusty to have ahother, but he -amply refuses
because he says we car » afford i1t. 1°d better cone to Fnrland
a", hav3 i1t on the Rational Hef>It Scheme, but the# 1 will have to
wash nappies myself.

- 154
Ho nore. nooss yet about any of our -glans. Still waiting for things
to happen. Write to me and I*23 write to you.

o ai 3 kisses . T m

didn"t know “u+h was-writing -far the- "orkcr. She*""expecting a -bbby
ina: J or so. Ever se3 Patsy andVella?



154, Regent St
Observatory
Jhbg. \
20/4/50

My dere sis V9ra, Y,

N reety arid trooly, you are most kind ond-
thou™htfii™", 1:-tbought nobody remembere:birthdays any more,
now T-feel "lailty X didn"t Send ﬁou something rare " beautifll,
thenks so jnnch for the money, | have it here at this moment
Ur cash) 1t hasn"t been spent yet. T havenll decided what
to do with It - I don"t-want to get just anything I neeft"but
something-really nice such as somethin”- 1 dor. t really need
at all. T-haven® “ot Tony"s present yet - don"t know what to
<et her, to tell yon the truth. She says she wants a w*tch,
but she can"t tell the time properly yet - only “omc of the time,
if you know what 1 mean. “Well, we"ll see.

She 1s going to have quite & grown-up party” this"zyer>r - film
show, IMn trying to arrange at the house.

Y»ell, no noos. rtustj* has been refused a passport, so we wouldn"t- .
be able " go to.Kenya anyway, even if we wanted to, which we
don"t. uowever, 1 am not much worried about it, because 1
think we will be able to g0 to you in due course of time.
Political ly, things" are gettlng very lively here. »e had a

big Convention last month in Defense of F‘rpe Speech - very
successful - came from all over the Transvaal, C.P., African
National Congress, Indian Congress, .Churches, Chiefs, Youth
organisations, Sports Clubs, women*s*o rgs, Trade unions and

so on. They decided tha# Hay 1st is to be Freedom Day - holiday
to demonstrate for rreedom. Everybody works or May lIst in this
country. They"ve started orrfmi sing for it, we are“all very
busy, 1 sometimes think that one day a great, soviet Sculptor
must make a Great Soviet Sclupture of the Communist martyrs,

- ax sort of furtive figure, licking a small slip of paper

and Eegrlrm)around before StICkln% 1t onto_a wall, a lump of
chalk in one hand. Wad{Panlrk? his Gvt is just rettin”™ too
avfufl> for words, the thithey do are quite unprfntable, you"
.coolet read all aa ut it in the Guardian if | could onl¥ )
remember to arrange to send you copies. lw ill, honestly 1 will.

Thenks so much for the papier mache ﬁlate - no joking - that 1is
EXACTLY the sort of thin™ I want. 1 have to make the darn thing
myself first, before sending it on, so"s they can photograph the
Inished object, and"also to see.that | give the instructions”all
right, but that, is jyobably worth about £1.1.0 to me, so will _
¥o send some more thln?s to make? As many, as varied as you like.
hegtmxft, pay very well, but I have a poem and a recipe each
week, and something addi 1lonal;now and then, so it is something]
I"m putting all the money from this into a special savings account
- what for, I don"t know, except that i1f I don"t it just rets
spent and forgotten, and nothing to show for it. By ordinary_
mail I"m sending you copies of some of the perms, as Tony still
sometimes calls them, and also the Book Tokens, slightly"” soiled,
that we found when we cleared her room out. If you really have,
any good stories, rhyming.plays, etc., send"em in, Serd “em in,
I"m_prepared to act as your agent, for a small commission on all
items placed. Xtoxx

Thanks for the advert about the poor hordes. You forgot to enclose
it, but I don"t doubt i1t was awfully-funny.

Haven't read the ringing Grass,_thou%h | would like to read it.

I met the author once, 1n _Rhodesia-, 1942 or thereabouts. She w"s
a Com - and had quite a life herself, i1f 1'm not confusing her,

which 1"'m sure 1"m not. Had three younf children, left her ftusband

married this fellow Les™irg, was not allowed to see her children
(the reviewers described her book as about a s*rt of South

African Madam 3ovary - maybe she just put her own life into 1+

Iri some.way or other). When I met her/she had not lon~ left bef
husband, and she was a young,e xtremely goodlooking and attractive
irl. Life, what? -l have, however, read The Diriomat, arid if you
aven"t read 1it, i1t"s what they say A HIST. (* * * Three stars.)



It_is a most fascinating book. -1 enjoyed It so much, I could hardly
wait every evening to ,<et into bed and read i1t. So Tf you cant

Tet it, borrow it”or somethin®. |1 can-u%uarantee ou"ll "enjoy it.
Also, on your recommendati”™ 1 bought the Sreat “Mci , but

haven"t got down toreading it yet. | started reading an old book
bX Elmer Rice Amperial City" but gave up half way. I now
n*ading Brighton “ock, for light entertainment. Don T ret much

time for reading. Rusty reads "™ebout a book a day, however. '<e

A so have Fred "Ti-oupvsbook about Michael Snott "In the Pnce of
Pear" (bit pretentious, no?) and Hugt says its quite good. Anyway
nusty and | both saw the original document from .whic-"fAt i1t was
prepared, and how anypne could, make a clear account from it, .1
don™t know. It was Scott"s own document - and a most confused,
muddled, {umbaed and interesting piece of work. Like Scott

himself. 1f you see Sis 01";, you can mention the book to her,
because Freda Troup os H"reda Leveson, wife of Leon Leveson, to
whose house 1 tooksr.her once. She didn"t think nuuch of Fredn,

as | remember.

As for films, we still go about once everg two weeks or so,
and_still come away wondering why we go. Such tripe! You can™t,
beljeve i1t possiblel We saw®a beaut the other we=k. It was called
Altas Nick Beal, and i1t was all about thedevil in human form,
Say Milland was the devil, and he came through doors, materialised
In rooms, etc., and tempted and led astray a decent, honest
advocate-general who was runnin% for governorshiB. However, he

was routed in the end - do -you know how? By THB BOOK (you know
which book, of course) and the rage and fury on his face was

most impressive. But he SHRANK at the sight* of THE BOOK. Oh boy tha
was a rood film, Morgan shoild have seen it.

Well, Ma is back with ns. As lon™ as we avoid the subject of
children, we get on alright.:*She""hasn"t been back long enough _

to have grate5 me todeath, and of c'ourse, Patrick just loves it.
57,-s™ajE: _him books, plays®with him, fu=ses over him, Msse~s~"Tin.---
ecll, he is rather .cute, | -\vst sgy, and such a funny little bloke.
Talks a lot too, says all sorts of" sentences like: Look-what I

done! * and "Vihere Tdn¥ one now?””And "Mummy! 1 want dis BOOP."
He has scribbled in all Tony 3 boops, and son all the walls, and

he breaks everything he touches, and he touches everything. He

nags all day"»1 want to ro in the car.”  or "l wanta sweetie."

He now calls Fluffy Flutty. Flutty is, a bit scared of him still,
“1though he makes a fuss of him. Flutty had all his heir cut and

éust doesn T look flutty any #iore. Everyone thinks we bought a new
0g, but his hair was all matted and he had fleas, and now he is

cleaner. Flutty has a little girl-friend,, a dog cm led Judy from

next door. I M hoping that when_ Judy comes of age (she 1s a little
oung at the moment; that s™e will cure him of his homo-sexual
abits_”Actually 1 could murder both of them. Ir e hardly anything
left growing in “he front garden because of them.

Rusty 3 big lob is still threatening to come off. If it does, i1"ll
tell you all about i1t. Meanwhile that3 all - | Ve <ot to.write

some Tommercials.® Will send a phot.o of Tony when I have -one.
lots of-love, Thanks “gain -for the present.

£/ & KA~
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3rd November 1989 SOMAFCO

Dear Vera,

I was ju3t about to write to you when your letter of the 16th
October arrived - that"s how long it takes, so X had decided 1
would write to wish you many happy returns of the 25th, reckon-
ing it would just about reach you In time. And also enquiring
as to what had happened to my twoslsters, from whom I had

no word.

It's been very frustrating for us here, listening to the BBC
World Service and their repetitive and measured news, getting

a taste of everyone else"s excitement, and seeing nothing.

We*ll probably get some news videos, but they take wcsks to
arrive, when the news ha3 passed on to other things. However, we
did get a whiff of what it was like even from the BBC, with the
ANC flags, the young volunteers, the slogan shouting and songs,
and the general euphoria. We had TWO phone calls the other day -
one from Frances and one from Keith, “just for a chat" Frances
said, and Toni sent a telex to alert us that they were phoning
(we don"t have a phone in our house) so we would be at the
office waiting, and to let us know it was not- any disastrous
news. They go to great lengths to stop us worrying, but the
truth of the matter is that we don"t worry about them, only

like to hear from them. Keith said he even wept as he watched
Walter®s homecoming, and thought it was from sheer happiness, and
also possibly the thought that IJDad might have been one of them".
We had a march in Morogoro with the Tanzanians to their stadium
and lots of awful boring speeches interpreted line by line into
Kiswahili and broing children®s choirs, all in the burning sun.
Well, it was a gesture. The Tanzanians certainly take the
anti-ap. struggle to their hearts.

What is so interesting is that having started a process that
they -i"m convinced - thought they would control, and could
back-track on at any stage, they don"t realise that these things
gather their own momentum; that you can"t move back to square
one. I"m glad at least we"ve been spared interviews with
Butholesi - Maggie®s black hope for SA - when X read some of his
latest attacks on individuals, it sounds as though he has gone
completely round the bend.

Do you remember the Easts? Evelyn died very suddenly just before
we came here, and now Wilf is coming to visit us on the way to
see his daughters, Marion is studying hyenas in Serengeti and
Janet is on the trail of the tse-t3e fly in Zambia.

Rusty is not getting much further with his project due to
conditions beyond his control, but I"have been doing a lot of
interviewing of people as a start to collecting information

fro my book. Some of them are fascinating. One young woman here,
in her 30"s, is a medical assistant and plans to become a
doctor. S(e had her first baby when she was 14, and by the time
she wa3 18 she had four children. After the fifth she began to
move away from her husband, and ended up here at Hazlmbu,

was trained in the GDR, as many of the people here have been.

A youngish man 1 interviewed began by saying SI was a policeman®
and then went on to tell how he gradually changed.

There are a number of German teachers - | mean they teach different
subjects, but they are Germans, from the CDF., here, and we “.ave
become friendly with them. They are really terrific people.

One of them is a herpetologist -he has a houseful of snakes, frogs
and chameleons, and is a mad enthusiast. | really admire thenm,

and also the GDR for the massive help it is giving to African



countries, it Is really generous and unpubliciaed. At the iame
time as | believe most wholeheartedly in perestroika, and the
need for it in the rigid GDR, and sympathise with those demon-
strating for “reforml (although Rusty says what reform do they
want? What"s their programme?®) at the same time I can"t help
feeling that most of those tens of thousands “I"ifeeing” to

the West are simply fleeing towards the riches of the consumer
society, that they care less about real freedom, more about
freedom to make money, have fast cars, all the electronic
devices. | can see, though, that the German chasHcter itself
makes the proposition of relaxing the rules difficult. Germans arise
re;.lly Germanic, However, we had a nice meal with them one
evening - they get additional supplies through their embassy, so
it was a change from the usual Hasirabu diet. We get monthly
supplies of basic 3tuff - flour, rice, mealie-meal, sugar, soap,
toothpaste, tea (awful Tanzanian 3tuff) and such things; and then
weokly deliveries of things like tomatoes, potatoes, onions,
ocasslonally but not often enough some fruit, and erratic supplies
of meat or fish. The meat is ghastly grisly unidentified

lumps that in SA they used to call boyfts meat, although 1 think
most "boy3" would have changed jobs rather than eat this stuff.
WE go into Morogoro when we can get transport, there is a lively
market there, crammed with all sorts of things, and we buy fruit,
mainly pineapples which are delicious and not expensive, paw-
paws, oranges j other things when the season starts - nlsone of
that all-the-year round shopping at Waitrose or M & S.

Yes, | agree with Morgan, although I wouldn"t use the term
"fundamentalists®, X thought more of the comparison with the
Catholics. It was a religion, and you have to believe in the
whole creed, because if you start questioning one thing then
doubts begin to creep in about it"s infallibility and you start
to question basic tenets. Like Catholics who want to use birth
control - but if the Pope:s wrong about that, isn"t he wrong
about other things? So you suppress the doubts and believe in the
leaders who know best.And the end result is Stalin and Hao.

I wish Olga would get on with her writing, it"s ten hundred

times more valuable and worthwhile then selling more dental
equipment and this is exactly the right time to get it published.
I believe she would get it published in the USSR today. |1 kept
tolling her, she has a unique story, comparable to "The Pa3t

is Myselfl in that she, as a witness, was part of that so.ciety

in that period, but sau it as an outsider. I also thought her
sparo, rather brief way of writing has a definite appeal, it"s
really good. 1 don"t make any claims to exclusivity in this
family as a wtlter.

Frances is dotty about her Elsran, who when 1 saw him was gorgeous,
and is one of those marvellous babies who sat everything, sleep
well, are happy .all the time. She has started working part-time
job-sharing, but she and John "ill have financial difficulties

soon a3 John want3 to stand for the Council and would have to
resign his Job if elected. Well, ail mv children can"t be rich.
Keith i3 doing very well at the Talegraph, he was off to Indian
for 3 week3 to photo this eloctions; and Patrick is trying to build
up his own business.

Preople here are talking about "going home®, and 3omeone asked me
the other day if 1 intended "going back. * For the first time it
seemed a possibility, but on thinking it over 1"d rather stc.y in
Europe. Rusty 3ays he doesnt want to return unless he ha3 a role
to play, just to go as one of the old politicals in retiaremnet
doesnt"t suit him. As for me, 1 really fell 1°ve had mpore tfhn
enough of active politics, hasven"t the least desire to participate
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